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Introduction:  What must I do to escape the wrath of God?  The gospel answers, "Confess with your 
mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be 
saved."  It is this good news that we have been and are continuing to study here in Romans 10:9-10.  So
much of the present day church is unclear about the meaning of this fundamental confession of 
Christian faith.

1. We have said that generally when a person turns his or her attention to the Lordship of 
Jesus he or she thinks in terms of the dignity and character of the person Jesus.  This is essential 
and right to do.  The Bible is the "Revelation of Jesus Christ", to borrow the opening line of John's 
Revelation.  But there is a sense in which even the demons can speak of the Lordship of Jesus, as you 
have seen in Mark's Gospel and in James' letter.

2. The Christian is not satisfied with extolling the majesty of His Savior, but also owns Him as His
Saviour.  This is to say that when the Christian confesses that Jesus is Lord he also confesses that 
he is His slave.  The saving confession of the gospel is not only Who Jesus is but who you are in 
relationship to Him.  Now that this is plain is seen in the frequent confessions of the apostles of their 
relationship to Jesus.

3. Christians are referred to as "slaves" or "bond-slaves" frequently in the New Testament:  
Mary a "bond-slave", Luke 1:38, 48;  Simeon, a "bond-servant", Luke 2:29;  Paul a "bond-servant" 
Romans 1:1;  Paul a "bond-servant" Galatians 1:10;    Epaphras, Paul and others "fellow bond-
servant", Colossians 1:7;  Tychicus "fellow bond-servant", Colossians 4:7;  Epaphras a "bond-slave of
Jesus Christ", Colossians 4:12;  Jesus "in the form of a bond-servant", Philippians 2:7;  Apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers are "the Lord's bond-servants", 2 Timothy 2:24;  Paul a 
"bond-servant" Titus 1:1;  James a "bond-servant", James 1:1;  Simon Peter a "bond-servant", 2 Peter 
1:1;  Jude a "bond-servant", Jude 1;  saints and John are "bond-servants" Revelation 1:1;  Moses a 
"bond-servant", Revelation 15:3.

2. Ephesians 6:5-9

3. Philippians 2:5-8

In Roman slavery the slave had no choice in the selection of his master.  Similarly the gospel teaches 
that you have no input in choosing your master.  God from eternity set His love upon you in Christ and 
chose you to be His slave, Romans 9.

In Roman slavery there was a purchase price for the slave and the gospel teaches that your purchase 
price was the blood of Jesus.

In Roman slavery the slave did not have any rights.  He was entirely at the master's disposal.  

In Roman slavery the slave surrendered his will to his master's will.

In Roman slavery the slaves status was derived from the master's status.  



In Roman slavery the slave could be adopted into the family as a son or daughter, though this was rare 
for Romans.

1.

2. confession, Matthew 10:32-33       narrow way of Matthew 7:14 good tree bearing fruit
James 1:21-26;  2:14-26 (note the timeline of Abraham's life)

3. lack of confession, Matthew 7:21

8. Matthew 10:25, "It is enough for the disciple that he become as his teacher, and the slave 
(doulos) as his master (kurios). ..."  Is 

20. How do you view yourself?  If you were to write out in words a "selfie" what would you say 
about yourself with respect to Jesus?  

21. What selfie (Luke 1:38, 48) did Mary reveal?  

22. Paul's selfie (Galatians 1:10) taught you what?  


