
9 
 

Doxology 

Psalm 118:27-28  

We are going to wait to jump into our next section in Romans on the 

Holy Spirit and go ahead and finish our series in Psalm 118. This 

Psalm is the believer’s salvation song of thanks, and it centers on the 

stone that is rejected but made the head of the corner. 

In all three of the first gospels, there is a scene that is placed before 

Christ’s entrance to Jerusalem and eventually the cross. It is the 

healing of Bartimaeus. He is seated outside of Jericho and he will not 

let any stop him from crying out for the Son of David to have mercy 

upon him; to give him and his friend the gift of sight.  

There is symbolism there, as well as substance. It takes eyes to see 

who this Jesus is who is riding upon the colt, who is receiving 

Hosannas one day, but “Crucify!” a week later. 

This cry for sight, for light given by God, is how the Psalm begins to 

end. “The LORD is God, and He has given us light!” Many are blind 

to the wonders of the gospel. How all mankind needs light to know 

that the LORD alone is God; light to know what it is to offer sacrifices 

acceptable through the cross; light to know and feel what praises and 

festive joy is to be given for what Jesus has done in his humility; light 

to know that the Lord is YOUR God, and that He and He only is the 

object of all worship alone; and light to enter into His courts and extol 

Him as Lord of all. How I need light to understand that He is good, to 

understand the riches of his lovingkindness, and light to feel the glory 

of his eternal blessings. 
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Gloria! Hosanna! Benediction! These all have flowed out of verse 22. 

And now is the closing Doxology: the Lord is God; you are my God, I 

will give you thanks, I will extol you! 

No matter what, you have a God in glory and a Savior at His right 

hand, God the Son, who is worthy, worthy, worthy of praise. 

No matter what headlines is in the news, there is always enough in 

Jesus Christ to fill you overflowing with joy unspeakable and full of 

glory! Philippians 4:4 says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; and again, I 

say rejoice!” 

Habakkuk the Prophet stands upon the ruins of his fallen house, his 

destroyed town, his barren fields and vanished livestock, and there he 

say, “I will exult in the Lord. I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 

Even though the fig tree does not blossom; though no fruit be on the 

vines!” 

Christians are not insensitive to the ups and downs of life. Gospel 

grace is not warmed over Stoicism. Nor is a Christian to walk through 

life with a painted smile on our face, like a Schuller or Osteen. 

Christians don't stub their toe and shout hallelujah!!  

But here, our Lord puts these strong words in our mouths as his 

people; even Jesus himself sang these lines left the upper room on his 

way to Gethsemane, and ultimately, Golgotha. 

Our goal is simple: that every one of us who see and hear would have 

these strong words bursting from their hearts, filling their mouths, and 

rejoicing in this vision. “YOU ARE MY GOD, AND I WILL PRAISE 

AND THANK YOU; YOU ARE MY GOD, AND I WILL EXALT 

AND EXTOL YOU!” 
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What is it that gives you your greatest joy today? What fills your heart 

with gladness? What is that leads you to exalt and praise? 

What you praise identifies and defines you. Where you are on Sunday 

says who and what you worship. And understand – your praise is 

telling you where you will be forever! True praise is eternal, heavenly; 

the chief delight in heaven is to praise the Savior, the true God! You 

will change your place but not your employment. There is no praise, 

no joy, no song or happiness in hell. 

What makes the difference? Let me direct you to the language of verse 

27. The light and the worship there stands like the sun beaming into 

verse 28. 

 

Let us begin with that second phrase where the worshippers have 

bound their festival sacrifice with cords, to the horns of the altar. This 

has reference to the offerings brought into the temple at Passover. 

Some have tried to translate this Hebrew word to speak of the palm 

branches surrounding the altar, but that is a stretch. And while there 

were rings on the Hebrew altar, we have no support that the sacrificial 

animal was tied to that altar. 

The best understanding is the temple was so filled with worshippers 

bringing sacrifices that they press to the altar where they were to be 

offered. 

So we walk past the entrance of the city and the Hosannas of a new 

day being shouted, and step now into the precincts of the temple, 

where people and priest are welcoming the humble and meek Savior; 

all the sacrificers crowd the courts of the Lord. 

See two very rich points from this statement: 
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First, that all the bulls and goats, all the rams and lambs – all the 

offerings going back to the very Garden of Eden, where animals first 

were killed and God covered the shame of sin in man – all of these 

pointed to the coming, full and complete atonement or sacrifice Jesus 

would make, once for all, for the Jew first, and also all the nations of 

the world! 

Not all the blood of beasts On Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace Or wash away the stain. 

But Christ the heav’nly Lamb, Takes all our sins away; 

A sacrifice of nobler name, And richer blood than they. 

We see, as Derek Kidner remarks, how the horns of the altar are 

altered into the arms of the cross, where Jesus surrendered his hands 

and feet! What a full provision is Jesus for the soul’s many, many, 

many sins! What a full salvation, a complete rescue, that all the blood 

of all the animals, set on all the wood of all the world, could never 

attain! 

Have you ever thought about this, how nothing else can wash away a 

single sin! Not all the flood waters of Noah’s Ark! Not all the fires of 

Sodom and Gomorrah! Not all the punishments and plagues of Egypt! 

Not all of these combined can wash out, burn out, rub out a single sin!  

That is what is behind the eternity of hell – there is never full payment 

made against the God we have so deeply offended! 

Except there is a price, a blood, a fire consumed for us, when Jesus 

was made a burnt offering in our place! He is heaven’s best for earth’s 

worst! 

The payment, the holy and righteous wrath of God, was transferred to 

Him. He who knew no sin became sin for us! And as we receive this 

gift of gifts by faith, we are made free! 
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Now, there are two rich points to be made. For we too now, having 

been released from sin’s crushing weight and wrath, are made new 

creatures in Christ. You have died in Christ and you have been raised 

with him to newness of life. 

And what kind of a life is it? Is it a self-centered, selfish life? Do we 

go about sticking our chests out as the children of God? No, we are 

made true worshippers by His cross, His altar, this Lamb of God who 

takes away the sins of the world! 

We worship and crowd his courts that are above, and our sacrifices, 

our festive, bound offerings are ourselves!! 

You are made priests unto God! A kingdom of priests, says Peter! And 

priests have an offering! Your offering, in Christ your Savior, is to 

offer up your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 

which is a worship that is of the Spirit. All this is done, not by your 

own efforts or righteousness, but by his mercy, his grace, his love! 

Your tithes and offerings are only a part of giving first of yourselves. 

Your caring for the need of others is a sweet smelling aroma of 

incense, as well as your fervent prayers for one another. 

Hebrews 13 ends with a striking word: Through Him, let us 

continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 

lips that give thanks to His name. (Heb 13:15) 

His atonement opened the doors of the temple above, and gives you 

access in this new and living way as never before. You – Gentiles! – 

enter the Holy of holies because of the fountain of grace opened! Five 

bleeding wounds intercede for you, that you may boldly approach a 

throne all of grace! 

Again, Hebrews mentions an anchor cast upward, into the heavenlies –

rather than downwards! What greater assurance is there than the 

believer hidden in the side of Lord Jesus!?  
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O, how can we not praise such a One all our days? Why are our hearts 

so slow and dull to such riches above? How we need his light to not 

only shine but to warm us through and through. 

This brings us to the first phrase we skipped over: “The Lord is God, 

and He has given us light.”  

This points to the NT light we just opened in Christ our Sacrifice, 

Christ our Atonement. When he comes a great flood of full light fills 

the world. 

He is the Light of the world, the Sun of righteousness, the eternal 

Light of Heaven where there will be neither sun nor moon! 

The NT is eminently a book of light: 

18 We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, 

just as from the Lord, the Spirit. (2Co 3:18) 
6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One 

who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Christ. (2Co 4:6) 
Three things briefly here: 

First, the knowledge of God is on display. To know Jesus is to know 

the FATHER! To know what a glorious God, infinite, eternal, 

unchangeable, all-pure, loving, powerful, wise and all-good! 

Second, the light of life and resurrection is here. You have been 

brought out of the mire and gloom of the dark, cold shadow  of death 

itself, and now brought with great triumph into his glorious kingdom 

of resurrection power! You have been touched with the very power  

that raised Jesus Himself up from the grave and seated him on high! 
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Third, note here the things that are to come. Heaven and hell are 

revealed as never before! The Lord’s return, the resurrection of the 

dead, the coming judgment, the new heavens and new earth! These are 

all revealed as never before. That future day has entered already into 

your day! The future has come! 

This is indeed a day of light, because it is the day of Christ, the day of 

the Spirit, the day of fulfilled prophecy and of the finished word of 

God in Jesus! Truly we can say, ‘in his light, we see light’! 

It was CS Lewis I think who said: I believe in Christianity as I 

believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because 

by it I see everything else.” 

And that light not only illumines, but warms us, does it not? Oh what 

peace and comfort, delight and joy we have in Him! This humble 

Rider into Jerusalem anoints his people lavishly with the oil of 

gladness on their heads! 

And that is where we must confess him in verse 28! We must say, You 

are MY GOD! (emphatic) 

Everybody has a god. All have a God they praise and worship. Money, 

power, pleasure and popularity or fame. All have some idol. But 

these fail and cannot be praised. We need a firmer foundation – and 

that foundation is Jesus! 

So, such a confession leads to your commitment. I WILL give thanks 

to you; I WILL extol, exalt, lift you up – Let God be God in your life, 

and render him praise. Praise is the rent we owe every day, every hour, 

every minute! 

See how fully the Psalms call us to commit, to devote ourselves to 

praising him as he deserves!? 

Let me close with the Word of God to you. 
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This is not the preacher speaking; this is the Lord Almighty!  

I will praise the LORD according to His righteousness, and will sing 

praise to the name of the LORD Most High. (Psa 7:17) 

 

I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your 

marvelous works. I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise 

to Your name, O Most High. (Psa 9:1-2) 

 

I will sing to the LORD, because He has dealt bountifully with me. 

(Psa 13:6) 

 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and 

I am helped; therefore my heart greatly rejoices, and with my song I 

will praise Him. (Psa 28:7) 

 

I will extol You, O LORD, for You have lifted me up, and have not let 

my foes rejoice over me. (Psa 30:1)  

 

I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in 

my mouth. (Psa 34:1) 

 

But I will hope continually, and will praise You yet more and more. 

(Psa 71:14) 

 

May my meditation be sweet to Him; I will be glad in the LORD. May 

sinners be consumed from the earth, and the wicked be no more. Bless 

the LORD, O my soul! Praise the LORD! (Psa 104:34-35) 

 

O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise, even with my 

glory. (Psa 108:1) 
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I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; Yes, I will praise Him 

among the multitude. (Psa 109:30) 

 

I will praise You with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing 

praises to You. I will worship toward Your holy temple, and praise 

Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; for You have 

magnified Your word above all Your name. (Psa 138:1-2) 

 

I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous 

are Your works, and that my soul knows very well. (Psa 139:14) 

 

Your praise is to be confessed; your praise committed; and you’re 

your praise is to be contagious – the repeat of verse 1 in the last verse, 

as the one who praises alone in 28 now calls on others to join him. 

There are evil things that are contagious – a complaining mouth, a 

sour and bitter spirit, a heart that refuses the grace and comforts which 

God only can give. 

But there are good things which are also catchy – how good God is! 

How wonderful is his love! How faithfully he will shepherd you to all 

eternity! He who holds the stars in his hands, holds you, personally 

and powerfully. 

Give him your life who gave his life for you! 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; 

Behold, the King of glory waits; 

The King of kings is drawing near; 

The Savior of the world is here! 

A helper just He comes to thee, 

His chariot is humility, 
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His kingly crown is holiness, 

His scepter, pity in distress. 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple, set apart 

From earthly use for heaven’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

Redeemer, come, with us abide; 

Our hearts to Thee we open wide; 

Let us Thy inner presence feel; 

Thy grace and love in us reveal. 

 


