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KJV – Galatians 4:19-20 

 

“A Pastor’s Travail” 

Introduction: 

     I have often said many times as the Pastor of Princess Chapel Church that my two greatest fears 
or better said would be my two greatest concerns are: 

1. The fear of a religious false profession. 

2. The fear that when I leave, someone will come in behind me and preach a false gospel.  

     These two fears or concerns are what I would like to deal with in this message titled “A Pastor’s 
Travail.” Let’s begin by opening up God’s Holy writ to Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians chapter number 
four. Our text is Galatians 4:19-20 and the title of this message today is “A Pastor’s Travail.” 

Galatians 4:19-20 

19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you, 

20 I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you. 

     Paul dealt with some sever issues in Galatia when he was writing these six chapters. The Apostle 
Paul wrote this letter to this church in Galatia to counter and condemn the false judaizing teachers 
who were undermining the central doctrine of salvation of the New Testament; that salvation is by 
grace through faith alone. These churches in the Galatia region were totally ignoring the expressed 
decree of the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15 and violating the doctrine of salvation as they spread 
their dangerous teachings that the Gentiles would first have to become Jewish proselytes and 
submit to the entire Mosaic Law before they could receive salvation as a Christian.  

     The Apostle Paul was shocked by the Galatians’ openness in the teaching and believing to such a 
damning heresy that he wrote this letter with stern warnings as he defended the doctrine of 
salvation by grace and that justification was by faith. Paul warned these churches of the dire 
consequences of abandoning that essential doctrine of justification by faith.  

     I do believe that the Apostle Paul dealt with my two greatest concerns, as a pastor in travail.   

- The fear of people in the Church with a false profession. 

- The fear of in his absence a false gospel was being preached.  
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     The Apostle Paul dealt with that in Galatians chapter one, boldly and clearly. In fact friends 
unless you read and understand the Greek you cannot really see just how bold and clear he was. But 
let’s look at what the Apostle said in chapter one. 

Galatians 1:6-9  

6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another 
gospel: 

7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 

8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 

9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed. 

     Another gospel was being preached and taught in Galatia after Paul had departed and this was 
the reason for this letter. But Paul clearly states that there is no other gospel. There is but one 
gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ. Look at what he said in Colossians 2:8 

Colossians 2:8 

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

     Salvation by Grace thru faith, it is the gift of God. Just like the prophet Jonah cried “Salvation is of 
the LORD.” Why was Paul so serious about dealing with this issue, a false gospel?  Because a false 
gospel leads to a false profession and a false profession leads to a false hope. 

     A man with no hope is better off than a man with a false hope. Because a man with no hope may 
by the grace of God search for a hope and he could find The Hope. But a man with a false hope, 
covered in the fig leaves of his own good works, law keeping and his man made self-righteousness 
will rock himself to sleep every night thinking he’s ok, die and leave this world to find himself in hell 
because the object of his faith and trust was himself and it was not in the person and the finished 
work of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     How does Paul deal with this issue of the Judizers coming in and changing the gospel of God’s 
grace into another form.  Because my friend, Salvation is by grace, and justification is by faith. Paul 
said to the Galatians if we are trying to live by the works of the law then we had to keep “all things.” 
Yet this is an impossible task. 

James 2:10  

10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 
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    No one can keep all the law, but there is one that fulfilled the law, the LORD Jesus Christ. James 
said that whosoever shall keep the law and offends one point is guilty of it all. The perfect law of 
God is not a series or group of separate rules or detached injunctions but the law is one unit, a basic 
unity that requires perfect love of Him and our neighbors, like Christ told us in Matthew 22. 

     Although all sins are not equally damaging or heinous, they all (even just one of them) shatter the 
unity of God’s perfect law and that renders the offender guilty of the entire unit, a transgressor of 
God’s perfect law. 

     Breaking God’s law is much like hitting a window with a hammer only one point of that window 
will shatter but that breaking point destroys the entire integrity of the window. God’s law is the 
same way this is why the law was not given to save but only to pronounce guilt.  

Galatians 3:11  

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

     Paul states that no one is justified by the law. 

Romans 3:19-20  

19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin. 

     Every unredeemed human on the face of this earth, that ever has and ever will exist outside of 
grace; both Jews who have received the written law through Moses; and also the Gentiles who have 
the works of the law written upon their hearts, so that both groups are without excuse and they are 
accountable to God.  

     So that every mouth may be stopped, closed, accountable because the entire world has no 
defense against the guilty verdict God has pronounced on the human race. To be made just with 
God, we cannot stand alone; we cannot stand in the law. Our only hope is in Christ by the grace of 
God. 

     There is no flesh justified by the Law. Because doing perfectly what God’s moral law requires is 
impossible, so through the law there is no saving power, there is no justification. The law only 
brings upon men the knowledge of sin and the curse that comes with it. Justification is by faith and 
this saving faith results in obeying the law, not vise-versa.  

Romans 3:28  

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 
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Galatians 3:10-12  

10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.  

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.  

12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 

     As we have seen that the justification that comes from God to man is by faith, without the Law. If 
a man is trying to obtain justification by the works of the law then Paul tells us that they are under 
the curse of the Law. If we violate one commandment of the law, then the Scriptures tell us that we 
are guilty of the entire law.  

    So as in verse twelve, And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 
Justification by faith and justification by keeping the law are mutually exclusive, as the Apostle Paul 
quotes from Leviticus 18:5 –Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man 
do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD. 

     The believer’s justification is by faith alone that is saving faith in the finished work of the LORD 
Jesus Christ. Our works cannot save, nor can the keeping of the Law save. Our good deeds and 
merits cannot save, but acting upon that measure of faith that God has given all men in response to 
the gospel message brings about a right standing and justification with a Sovereign God. 

     Any so called gospel message that gives one once of credit to man is a false gospel that will lead 
to a false profession. This is why we have so many in churches today that leave and go back out into 
the world, because they never had salvation by the will and work of a Sovereign God, they only had 
religion, a false hope. People still want to declare that they are justified by their goodness, their 
works, or their law keeping.  

Galatians 5:4 

4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from 
grace. 

     Justification is by faith in Christ alone, His finished work, not our works for if we try to live by the 
law for justification then we shall be judged by the law. Your good works cannot produce salvation 
but they are the subsequent results of God’s empowered fruits and the evidences of it, that one has 
received God’s provision of grace. 

Ephesians 2:10  

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them.          
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John 15:16  

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you. 

     You see my friend the imputed Righteousness of Christ Jesus for a right standing with a 
Sovereign God comes through and by justification by faith.  

 

Ephesians 2:8-9  

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

     What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if 
Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the 
scripture?  

     Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh 
is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

     My fear is of a false gospel because it will lead to a false profession. And like Paul said, “I travail in 
birth again until Christ be formed in you.” Salvation by the will and work of a Sovereign God. 

 

John 3:3-8 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into 
his mother's womb, and be born? 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.  
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John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Colossians 2:9-14 

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;                                                     

     These verses show us salvation by the will and the work of God. It is not of him that willeth nor of 
him that runneth but of God that showeth mercy. Friends, I ask you this question today, what is the 
object of your faith? Because if you are still trusting in something that you can do for righteousness, 
justification, or a better standing with God. If you are still thinking you must work hard in order to 
get to heaven, if you are still trusting in anything that you can do; my question to you is this. Are you 
fully trusting in Christ?  

     Now here are just a few of the Scriptures that deal with the results of the false gospel today in the 
churches. What happens to the converts under this sort of message? Let’s look at them. 

 

I John 2:18-20 

18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there 
many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 

20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. 
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II Peter 2:1-3 

1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, 
who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction. 

2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken 
of. 

3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 

 

II Timothy 3:2-5 

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, 

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 

     Look at the results of the false gospel in the future. Someone today hearing this message could be 
in the situation. You may have a good dose of religion but you don’t have a relationship. You don’t 
know God a bit more than a man in the moon, and I pray to God today that He gives you grace. 

 

Luke 13:24 

24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able. 

 

Matthew 7:13-14 

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat: 

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it. 
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Matthew 7:21-23 

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

     These are my two greatest fears or concerns. We don’t want religion we want salvation by the 
Spirit of the Living God that brings eternal life. We don’t need religion we need a relationship by the 
will and the work of the Sovereign God that brings eternal life. 

John 17:3  

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent. 

                                         


