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Colossians 1:1-29 

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him: and he is before all things, and by him all things consist.” Colossians 1:16, 17 

Throughout human history mankind has sought answers to three basic questions: Where did I come 
from? What am I doing here? Where am I going? Scripture alone provides the only consistent answer to 
these questions: “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen” (Romans 11:36). 

In Colosse, the church was unsettled and confused by men who were teaching that Jesus was but one 
among many spiritual beings worthy of worship (2:18), and that salvation was obtained in conjunction 
with Christ through rigorous religious rule-keeping. In opposition to these errors, Paul argued that Christ 
alone is the all-sufficient Savior; that God’s purpose for Christ is “that in all things he might have the 
preeminence” (1:18). Why is this God’s purpose? Because: 

1. Jesus Christ is “his dear Son” (13). 

2. He is “the image of the invisible God” (15). 

3. He is “the firstborn of every creature” (16); “the firstborn from the dead” (18). 

4. “All things were created by him” (16). 

5. “All things were created for him” (16). 

6. “By him all things consist” (17). 

7. “He is the head of the body, the church” (18). 

8. “It pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell” (19). 

9. He “made peace through the blood of his cross” (20-22). 

10. He along can “present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in [God’s] sight” (22). 

Hence, Paul wrote, “For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (2:9). There can be no 
other result than that every knee will bow before Jesus Christ, and every tongue will confess that He is 
Lord (Philippians 2:10, 11). 

The summation of all truth, of all of Scripture, of all humanity and of all nature—of everything—is 
this: it is all about Jesus Christ. Submitting happily to this fact is the definition of Christianity, is the 
objective of Christian ministry, and is the zeal of every soul who is delivered from sin and wrath by 
God’s grace. 


