
 ‘What Was Done In Her’
 

The speed and pace with which the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ unfolds in the book of Mark is amazing. No sooner
is the Lord returned from healing the Gadarene demoniac in Mark chapter 5 than He is met by Jairus, a leader of the
synagogue, whose daughter is at death’s door. Jairus pleads for the Lord to help but as the pair travel together there is an
interruption in the story and another person takes Jesus’ attention. It is this dear lady who will also have our attention
tomorrow.
Unnamed heirs
Have you ever noticed how often the Lord helps people who are unnamed in the Bible? Have you wondered why that
might be? I feel sure it is to encourage us to see ourselves in these anonymous heirs of grace. In Mark 5 we have the
Gadarene demoniac, Jairus’ daughter and the woman with the issue of blood. None named, all saved, all blessed with
miracles at the Saviour’s hand. A man, a woman and a child each touched by the Master’s mercy. Why not me? Such
passages give hope to us all that the same healing power might be mine.
Everyone’s need
But it is more, these individuals are every man, woman, and child. They speak of the ubiquity of sin, our universal
enmity to God, our dead state without hope or help. They put us all under the condemnation of God’s holy law and
describe the futility of every attempt to remedy our condition by ourselves. A man driven and possessed by devils, a
woman twelve years under charlatan doctors, bankrupt and no better for it, a little girl dead in her mother’s arms. Do
you see the picture and the importance; the necessity, of Jesus coming to save?
Who knew?
The healing of the lady with the issue of blood is unique amongst the Lord’s miracles, as far as I can think, for there not
being done something immediately evident and obvious to those present and watching. The personal nature of this
miracle meant that but for the Lord’s reaction upon being touched, and the woman’s testimony thereafter as to ‘what
was done in her’ none watching would have known that anything had happened at all. But the Lord knew ‘virtue had
gone out of Him’ and the woman knew ‘what was done in her’.
Grace that converts
This is a beautiful picture of God’s gracious dealings with a sinner in salvation. Grace is a secret, personal and hidden
transformation that remains publicly unseen until confessed by the soul saved and converted under the gospel. Spiritual
life comes powerfully, but it comes quietly, discreetly, and unannounced. So operates the quickening power of God on
the soul of a dead sinner.
But grace does not and cannot remain hid. The effect of God’s grace and Christ’s healing power shall be made known.
First by personal testimony, then by evident change. The woman coming and bowing to the Lord Jesus Christ ‘told Him
all the truth’ and ‘what was done in her’. Just as God the Holy Spirit saves, God the Holy Spirit converts. Conversion is
not a changed lifestyle because we have committed ourselves to Christ. Conversion is the alteration produced in a sinner
by the indwelling Holy Spirit. It is the spontaneous outworking of an inward transformation.
Proof of life
Note one final thing. This change in the woman though known to her and complete in her did not remove all fear and
trembling. Blessed humility! She bowed to Jesus, fell before Him and acknowledged His power and glory. Divine
healing makes humble. Despite what you may feel, this ‘fear and trembling’ before the Lord is not a feature of unbelief
but an evidence of grace, and a witness of conversion. Do you feel your sin? Do you fear for your soul? Do you tremble
in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ? Then you are a daughter of God, you are a son of the Father. Fear and
trembling before the Lord is not a feature of the natural man. It is evidence of the spirit that wars with the flesh and a
witness that we are truly saved. True believers approach God in awe and wonder, knowing what has been done in us.
 
 

 
 
Our hymns for today are below.
 

 



Hymn 1
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“Thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin.” Isa. 53. 10

A. Steele            L.M.
1

Was it for sin, for mortal guilt,
The Saviour gave his vital blood;

For sin amazing anguish felt,
The wrath of an offended God?

2
And shall I harbour in my breast

(Tremble, my soul, at such a deed)
This dreadful foe, this fatal guest,

The sin that made the Saviour bleed?
3

Come, glorious Conqueror, gracious Lord,
Thy all-prevailing power employ;
O come, with thy resistless word,
These hateful enemies destroy.

4
My hope, my all is fixed on thee,
For thou alone hast power divine;

O come, and conquer, Lord, for me,
And all the glory shall be thine.

 
 

 
Hymn 2
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“I am the Lord that healeth thee.” Exod. 15. 26
W. Cowper   C.M.

1
Heal us, Immanuel, here we are,

Waiting to feel thy touch;
Deep-wounded souls to thee repair,

And, Saviour, we are such.
2

Our faith is feeble, we confess;
We faintly trust thy word;

But wilt thou pity us the less?
Be that far from thee, Lord.

3
Remember him who once applied,

With trembling for relief;



“Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried,
“O help my unbelief.”

4
She, too, who touched thee in the press,

And healing virtue stole,
Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace;

Thy faith hath made thee whole.”
5

Like her, with hopes and fears we come,
To touch thee, if we may;

O send us not despairing home;
Send none unhealed away.

 


