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Some of you may or may not be aware, but I have this really odd behavior mechanism 
that anytime we're singing a song or anytime somebody is singing a song, no matter what 
the lyric is, I'm always putting scripture to it because that's why we sing what we sing, 
because it's based on scripture and the scripture obviously there's so many passages that  
come to light in that song we just heard, but the one that just kept resonating where it 
talked about the grave is in Matthew 25:41 where Jesus is communicating to those 
individuals that unfortunately are going into the lake of fire, he says, "prepared for the 
devil and his angels." What an incredible thought that death and the grave was never 
God's design for us. But oftentimes, not only in the garden of Eden but even to this day, 
we continue to listen to the enemy and think somehow, someway, we know better than 
God does. 

Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, as we open your word today to study that which you've inspired, that 
which you have preserved, and, O God, that which you have declared to transform our 
lives, may our minds be renewed by not being conformed to this world, but being 
transformed. And God, we pray that your word would transform us, it would change us 
and it would allow us to live the life that you've designed us to live. It is in the name of 
Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

This evening we're going to find ourselves in Matthew 5, and there may be some of you 
either here in person or online that are new to us on Sunday evening so if you allow me 
just a few moments of introduction. We are very slowly and strategically walking through
what we know as the gospel of Matthew. Now, oftentimes, because of special services 
and events and such, our Sunday evening services seem at times to be a little bit 
disjointed but that's okay because the book of Matthew is probably the one of the four 
gospels that flows the less seamlessly. And what I mean by that is this: the book of 
Matthew in its totality over and over again is reaching back into the Old Testament and 
say that this is fulfilled in your eyes. It's connecting the Old Testament to the new. It's 
connecting the worship of the temple to now the New Testament church. It's connecting 
us from the Abrahamic covenant to the resurrected Jesus Christ. And if you've ever 
walked through any of the prophetic books of the Old Testament, at times they feel a 
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little disjointed but the big picture always brings clarity. I am convinced that what we 
know as the gospel Matthew, if we can understand what Matthew is teaching us, then we 
can understand the totality of scripture. It pulls the Old into the New and then eventually 
when we get to the book of Revelation, we'll discover that so much that is there was 
spoken of in the book of Matthew.

But specifically tonight in chapter 5 we find ourselves in what is commonly known as the
Sermon on the Mount, probably one of the most famous sections in all of our Bible. Even
if we have not readily read this section, we've heard of the Sermon on the Mount. For 
three chapters, chapters 5, 6 and 7, Jesus Christ takes a group of individuals, all of which 
at some level have come out of Judaism, out of a ritualistic system of belief, and is 
communicating them a very important truth that there are no amount of sacrifices that 
will ever make us right with God. And then, in fact, one of the things we discover about 
the Sermon on the Mount, it's not so much a treatise or a thesis on how to live our life as 
much as it is an expose of how we've messed up this thing called life. In fact, at the very 
end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus Christ is going to use this illustration of a man 
who builds his house. One man builds his house on a rock, the other one on the sand and 
in both of the scenarios the storm comes and obviously we know which house survives; 
over and over again, Jesus Christ referring to himself as the rock by which we must build 
our home and our lives and our eternities. 

Tonight, in chapter 5, beginning in verse 33, we're going to again continue with the 
subject matters that Jesus is addressing in chapter 5 where he says, "You have heard but I
say unto you." Now let me clarify something: Jesus Christ is not saying I know what the 
Old Testament said. I'm "reinterpreting it for you." What he's actually doing is he's going 
back into the Old Testament and he's telling them what it originally meant because they 
are the ones that have reinterpreted, they are the ones that have changed it, and he's 
bringing clarity to the original intent of the Old Testament to show them that the reason 
we change what the Bible says is so we can justify our rebellion against God. And so 
therefore, when he says, "It has been said but I say unto you," he's not changing the Old 
Testament, he's actually showing them that because the Old Testament means what it 
originally meant, we have violated its principles and its precepts. 

There's an old adage that if you want to somehow twist and turn the Bible, there are three 
ways that you can do it. You can either add to the Bible that which it does not say. You 
can remove from the Bible that which it clearly says. Or you can take what the Bible says
and remove it completely out of its context. Well, congratulations, tonight we're going to 
deal with two of those subject matters. We're going to deal in a moment with an issue 
where these individuals had made the Bible say something it never said, and then another 
one that's really significant, that they took a verse that is very well-known and removed it
completely out of its context. Tonight, Jesus Christ is going to go back and say, "This is 
what it really said," and then he's going to say, "And in the light of the context of this 
other verse, let me share with you what it really means." 

Beginning in verse 33 he says,
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33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou 
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 
But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's 
throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for
it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, 
because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your 
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil. 38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth: 39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 

Now taking these passages that are obviously very significant and very well-known, the 
very first one he's addressing a passage that had been "rewritten by humanity," and the 
second one is that which was completely taken out of context. So tonight, rather than 
feeling somewhat sermonic, it may feel more Bible studyish because we're going to do 
tonight what all Baptists love to do, we're going to go back into the book of Leviticus and
Deuteronomy and Exodus because we need to see what is it that Jesus Christ was 
referencing, what was he referring to, what does the Bible actually say, and then look at 
what was humanity doing so we can understand what he was communicating. 

Notice what he says here in verse 33, "Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by 
them of old time." Notice what Jesus is saying is people have taken the scripture and 
they've reworked it or they've redone it and basically what he was saying is that you 
should not swear by yourself, okay? You should not make yourself the authority. I want 
you to go back to the book of Leviticus  19. Again, I know these are sections of scripture 
that we rarely spend much time in, but at the same time for tonight's sake it is very 
important. Leviticus  19. These are instructions not only for the Promised Land but 
instructions for life. The Lord is going to give his words on how they're to communicate 
with their words. This is important in a moment as we kind of plush or flush this out in 
our lives, the importance of what we say, what we not say and how we say these things.

But in Leviticus 19:12, "And ye shall not swear by my name falsely." Isn't that 
interesting? He says, "Don't attribute to me that which I never said. Do not swear by my 
name falsely, "neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD." Really 
what this is, is an expounding of what we know in the 10 Commandments of taking the 
Lord's name in vain. Now, in our culture today, if somebody says, "Oh, they took the 
Lord's name in vain," typically what that means is there was a series of words that came 
out of somebody's mouth that's abbreviations are G and D, correct? That's usually how 
we attribute it. Why is that significant? Because, and by the way, I'm just using biblical 
words, okay? So just work with me tonight. If you say to somebody those two words, 
then you're claiming the authority to damn somebody's sould that you don't have the right
to do. When it says do not take the Lord's name in vain, it's not just those words, it's what
is behind those words as you're claiming to speak on behalf of God, that you can 
determine one's eternal determination and destiny. And so to take the Lord's name in vain
is more than just those two words. In fact, not that this would ever happen in you and I's 
context, but if somebody disagrees with you on a subject matter, have you ever heard 
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somebody say, "Well, God told me to say...?" Or, "Well, you know, God says..." You 
speak on behalf of God. 

Now notice what Leviticus 19:12 says, "You shall not swear by my name falsely." So one
of the greatest retorts to that if somebody uses what I call the God card, the God card is 
when they use God and his name to get what they want from you. The best response you 
can give is say, "Oh, okay, that's what God told you. What chapter and what verse did 
you get that from?" Because that's what Leviticus 19:12 is saying, that you should not 
speak on behalf of God falsely means you don't have the right, I don't have the right to 
say that God said anything that would violate or go contradictory to his word. And so 
when you go back into Matthew  5, one of the things that was happening here is they 
were saying that they should not bear false witness of thyself, or specifically you should 
not forswear by thyself, and what they were doing is they were twisting Leviticus 19:12 
to basically say that, "If I will swear by it then it is good as true." The funny thing about 
that is we live in a world that likes to make our own truths, and we like to determine our 
own philosophies and opinions on things, but Jesus. Christ basically said, "You've heard 
it said this way, but that's not what it really said. It said you should not swear falsely by 
which what the Lord has said." 

So what are the spiritual implications for this? Have you ever thought about the power of 
words? Now there's an old statement, I know we all grew up with this, and I'll go ahead 
and tell you in advance this is a lie, sticks and stones may break my bones but words can 
never hurt me. Y'all do know that's a lie, right? It's an absolute lie. In fact, there are times 
in my life I've had people say things to me, I want to respond, "I'd rather, you beat me 
than say what you just said to me," because you know what? Bruises will heal and scars 
will go away but words oftentimes stay with us into the grave, and they pierce our soul, 
and I think sometimes we forget how powerful our words are. You've heard this analogy 
for me and others that our words are whole lot like toothpaste, you know, once you 
squeeze it out, you can't get it back in. It's out there. It's a part of things.

I find it interesting that when you look at the biblical record of who Satan is and how he 
operates, one of the phrases that's used of him is he is the prince of the power of the 
air. Now, that's kind of a formal title, and it's a fancy title, but let me flush that out in the 
context of Matthew 5. Have you ever had this unfortunate thing happen to you, hopefully 
it was not purposeful and you did not desire it but it just happens at times, have you ever 
said something about somebody and you meant it well, you meant it as a compliment, 
you meant it some way, in some fashion, as edification, but somehow between what you 
said and what somebody else heard, they heard it much the opposite? And you've thought
to yourself, "How did you hear that?" In fact, we joke around a lot of times, 
communication isn't what you say, it's what other people hear, but one of the things that 
we forget oftentimes is between my mouth and your ears is the prince of the power of the 
air. 

It's funny in 2 Corinthians 12, what does the Apostle Paul say? That this thorn in the flesh
came in his life and there was a messenger of Satan to buffet me. You almost get this idea
that it was speaking, it was communicating, these ill thoughts, intense ideas, whatever it 
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may be. There is power in the words that we speak and yet here in Matthew 5, what Jesus
Christ is saying is anytime we speak any thing that would be contrary to his word, we run
the dire risk of speaking erroneously and falsely in our lives, and whom we know as 
Satan desires to twist and turn our words and God's words. Let me remind you the very 
first question that Satan asked humanity in the garden was, "Yea hath God said?" 
Essentially, "Did God really mean what God said?" What was he trying to do? As the 
prince of the power of the air, he was trying to take that from God's lips and twist it into 
humanity's ears. 

So again, each and every one of us stands guilty of taking something that God has said 
very clearly and said, "Well, that's not how it works in my life or that's not how I see 
things or, well, we live in a new day today." You see, we're all guilty of that at some 
level. His audience was and so are you and I today. What's unique about this when we 
speak about words, of all these subject matters that Jesus Christ is dealing with here in 
Matthew  5, it's the only one with two "buts." Now anytime we use the word "but" that's 
important, right, because it's comparing one aspect to another, and here in this one we 
actually have two. When you go into verse 37, it says, "But let your communication be, 
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil." Interesting the 
power of our words, and how you and I should take what we say, and shall I say, what we
do not say as very critical thoughts for our lives. 

We pick it up in verse 38 and this is where we're going to spend a little time before we 
close because there is this famous statement, "Ye have heard that it hath been said, An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth." And then there's this other famous statement that 
Jesus said that if a man hits you on one cheek, you shall turn the other. Again in the case 
of what we know as the words they had taken in the Old Testament, they had taken 
Leviticus 19 and they had added something to it that it never said, you and I are about to 
discover that what Jesus Christ is referencing, what they were doing, what their culture 
was doing, was completely out of the context of how that was originally used in the Old 
Testament. 

So you and I are about to take an Old Testament Pentateuch journey. We're going to go 
back to the book of Exodus 21. I want to show you the three places in the Torah or in the 
Old Testament where this phrase is used, and you'll notice that I put on your outline:  
context, context, context. In the book of Exodus 21, this is the chapter immediately 
following what we know as the famous 10 Commandments, in chapter 21, verse 24, I'm 
going to read for you this famous verse, and then we're going to look at it in its context. 
Verse 24 of Exodus 21, "Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot." All 
right, sounds pretty clear. I mean, it is what it is. Here's the problem, when we take verses
out of context we can make them say or mean anything we want for any situation we 
want because we have taken them out of what they were designed for and made them for 
that which they possibly were not. 

So I want to back it up to verse 22. This is going to be interesting. I want you to hear the 
context here. "If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from 
her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman's 
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husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. And if any mischief
follow, then thou shalt give life for life, Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot 
for foot, Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe." Isn't hat interesting? In
the context of the book of Exodus, it is the practice, whether intentional or not of what 
you and I would refer to today as abortion, taking a woman's child in the womb and 
doing something so that it is destroyed. In fact you go into verse 24 or 25 where it talks 
about burning for burning, one of the things they used to do is they would take the 
children and they would offer them unto  Molech, particularly immediately after their 
birth, a very gruesome, horrible, occultic practice of the Old Testament. What's 
interesting is that famous an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, which basically had 
been interpreted in Jesus' context and even in oftentimes in ours today was, "Well, if you 
hurt my arm, I'm going to hurt your arm," that's not what it was referring to. It was 
referring to that if you take another's life, then your life will be exchanged for it,  
particularly a life that is defenseless, a life that we can at least say on this side it is 
innocent, and a life that cannot defend itself. It says the judge will determine an eye for 
an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a foot for a foot. It's basically describing the entirety of one's 
being.

Now fast forward to the book of Leviticus  24. We're going to go through all three of 
these, and then we'll pull it back. Leviticus 24:20. It says, "Breach for breach, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again." 
Now on the surface it sounds very, shall we say, contemporary as, "Well, if you hurt my 
arm, I'm going to hurt yours," because it's dealing with something that is beyond just 
what we might call a child in the womb. But I want you to go back up to verse 17. Again,
we've got to take this in context here. It says, "And he that killeth any man shall surely be
put to death. And he that killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for beast. And if a man 
cause a blemish in his neighbour; as he hath done, so shall it be done to him; Breach for 
breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be 
done to him again." You say, "What's the context there?" It's taking life from another. But
you know, the Bible has a way of saying things, shall we say, discreetly and/or  politely? 
Unlike the first case in Exodus where there is a life in the womb that is being removed 
and/or killed, here a man is removing another man's ability to have a child. The breach. 
Again, what's the context? The totality of life. Not just my arm for your arm or whatever 
the specific situation may be. Again in the context we have this totality of life and totality
of life. It was not meant as a mechanism to say, "You did this one thing to me so I'm 
going to reciprocate unto you." The context, and this is what Jesus is pointing out, was 
when someone has violated another person for the case or the sake of one who cannot 
defend themselves. 

And then Deuteronomy 19:21. Again we have our third, shall we say, witness here. 
Deuteronomy 19:21. Again, I know you're not surprised that verse 21 makes the 
statement, "And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot." Let me back up into verse 15 for the sake of 
context. It says, "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any 
sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three 
witnesses, shall the matter be established. If a false witness rise up against any man to 
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testify against him that which is wrong; Then both the men, between whom the 
controversy is, shall stand before the LORD, before the priests and the judges, which 
shall be in those days; And the judges shall make diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the 
witness be a false witness, and hath testified falsely against his brother; Then shall ye do 
unto him, as he had thought to have done unto his brother: so shalt thou put the evil away 
from among you. And those which remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth 
commit no more any such evil among you. And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go 
for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot." Notice that phrase "the 
life for life." So many times, particularly in these first five books of the Bible, there's a 
situation where one was found to be unfaithful, if one was found to be egregious in their 
behavior in specific situations, that the repercussions for that was the loss of one's life, 
and basically what this passage is saying is if you claim that somebody should lose their 
life for a crime they've committed and we find out that you have falsely accused them, 
then life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. Again, it's the totality of life, not just a 
specific limb and/or situation. 

You say, "Well, how does this flush out?" Do you remember the story in John 8. John 8 
Jesus is doing as he often does, he's walking around, he's teaching, he's preaching, he's 
performing miracles and a group of the Pharisees which, by the way, almost every time 
they show up are either trying to get his words twisted or tempt him into doing something
egregious and/or wrong, they show up in John  8 and they have a woman who was caught
in adultery. Now, last time I checked, it should have been the woman and the man that 
were caught in adultery but nonetheless that's how the story is told. They bring this 
woman, they throw her at Jesus' feet. You know the story well. Jesus begins to write on 
the ground, and he says, "He who is without sin cast the first stone." The Bible says that 
going from the oldest to the youngest, they departed from the scene. One of the great 
theological biblical questions of all time is what did Jesus write? We don't know. Nobody
will ever know. There are some that have speculated that he started writing down the sins
of their lives that he knew about. We don't know, however, there is the thought that Jesus 
Christ was actually writing Deuteronomy 19:15 through 21 because what did they ask 
Jesus to do? Stone her. Kill her. Remove her life from her. And what does this passage 
say? If you falsely accuse somebody then you are worthy of death yourself. And there are
some and again we don't know exactly what Jesus wrote, but there are some that believe 
that he wrote that passage down, or he wrote that reference down, and they realized that 
they didn't have the case or they didn't have the evidence that they thought they did and 
that rather than having her stoned, they are the ones that would then be deemed worthy of
stoning. 

We will never know what Jesus wrote in the ground until we get to glory one day, but in 
a light of Matthew 5, what I wanted you to see in context is this famous statement an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth isn't simply the fact that if you've done this one act to 
me, then I will return that act to you, okay? It was speaking of the totality of life, either 
life in the womb, life removed from another individual as far as the next generation, 
and/or one that was falsely accused so their life would be removed from them. Now that 
being said, go back to Matthew 5 and I want to clarify in light of its context this famous 
statement that Jesus makes in verse 39, "But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but 
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whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other." Now, can I just 
share with you a visual of what Jesus was saying because I think this is one of the verses 
that has been taken out of the greatest context in all of the Bible. Let me tell you how this
has been interpreted today. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ and the world hits you, let
them keep hitting you until you're knocked out. That's what people tell us, right, that we 
somehow as believers should just keep taking a beating. But I want to show you a visual 
to the best of my ability, what Jesus Christ is saying because again, this famous eye for 
an eye, tooth for a tooth isn't about individual situations, it's about totality, right? 

"But I say unto you, if a man smite you on the right, turn the other." So I want you to 
imagine to the best of your ability this visual this evening. I want you to imagine that you
are in a personal conflict with somebody else and that person desires to inflict physical 
harm to your life. If we were to go back in the Old Testament days, the way that you 
would inflict harm is the contact that would be made and, by the way, if you see videos 
and/or movies particularly about the Middle East today, you still see this take place, all  
right? The way that the contact is made is by what we would commonly refer to as 
slapping somebody, right? Here's the difference, you know that they don't slap over there 
the way we slap over here. You see, we in the South and we like that good old open hand 
wipe out, right? That's not what they do over there. In fact, the way that one would make 
contact over there is they would take the back of the right hand and they would swing, 
okay? 

So if you can imagine the visual, if you were the one inflicting harm to me, we're not 
going to have anybody volunteer to do this tonight, okay, but if you were to do so, your 
right hand, the back of your right hand would come across my cheek in this manner 
okay? Here's where it gets fascinating. It says turn the other cheek also. What's 
fascinating about that is they didn't slap with the other hand. You only slapped with this 
one. That's the hand of power. That's the hand of authority. And so if you hit my right 
cheek just for the theory of illustration here because you're looking at me, if I turn to you 
my left cheek, you know what'll happen? By the way, go home tonight and experiment 
with each other. You'll miss. Yep, you'll miss because as soon as you turn your head that 
direction, that hand will come across and it will miss completely. Jesus was not saying 
get beat up. Do you know what he was saying? Never back down from truth. Never 
retreat. They're going to hit you once but you don't have to get hit twice, but it doesn't 
mean you run away. 

You see, one of the beautiful things that Jesus is sharing with us today is he's going back 
and saying this eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth, doesn't mean what you think it means. If 
someone "hits us on one cheek," it doesn't mean we pop them on the other. It means we 
do not retaliate but we don't retreat either. And so it's incredible what Jesus Christ is 
sharing with us because one of the things that we discover not just in these passages but 
in so many others, is how often we would go to scripture and we twist it and we turn it to 
say what we want it to say to justify what we want, and at the end of the day, most of us 
take a step back and go, "Huh? I got that one wrong." And you're right, you did and so 
did I. 
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And that's why the Sermon on the Mount is so important. This isn't a discourse on, "Oh, 
look what you're doing right versus what you're doing wrong." It's really a discourse on, 
"Look on how many ways you have fallen short." You see, the Sermon on the Mount has 
never been designed to show us, "Oh, that's the good and that's the bad," it's to show us in
almost every single context that the scripture is true in in Romans 3:23, "For all have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God." In the context of tonight's scripture, there are
times in your life and mine where you've taken something God said and you've twisted it 
for your favor. You've done it. I've done it. We've all done it at some point. there are 
times in your life where opposition has come and rather than standing for truth, you have 
retreated. We've all done it. And there's a thousand other layers to these scriptures. Here's
the beautiful thing about the Sermon on the Mount, the way it ends. He says, "You've got 
two choices. You can build your life on the shifting sand of your deeds and expectations, 
or you can place your life on the rock that is Christ Jesus." For all that we have done 
wrong, for all that we've misunderstood, he says, "I will forgive you." And can I remind 
you what he said to that woman in John.  8? "Go and sin no more." 

Let's pray with their heads bowed, our eyes closed. Maybe tonight even the context of a 
Sunday evening service looking at Exodus and Leviticus and Deuteronomy, maybe 
you're that person who says, "You know what? I've never come to that place and point in 
my life where I've asked Jesus Christ to forgive me of my sins and save me." Tonight can
be that night. The Bible says whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. All 
you have to do, your words not mine, your heart not out loud is say, "Jesus, I'm a sinner 
and you are the Savior. I confess my sins. I'm asking you to forgive me and save me." 
Maybe tonight you say, "Pastor. I've done that years ago, decades ago," but maybe 
tonight the Spirit of God took the word of God and showed you outside of even the 
specific verses that we read tonight, places in your life where you've spoken on behalf of 
God that you had no place to speak, or you've twisted scripture in issues that you had no 
right to do so. Again as a child of God you'd say fresh reminder of how good his mercy 
and his grace is that he loves us in spite of us, that he desires fellowship with us even 
though we consistently fall short, and he wants to mold us and shape us into his image 
rather than us shape him into ours.

Heavenly Father, as we come to this time of closure, this time of decision, God, thank 
you not only for the fresh reminder of the truth of your word but the fresh reminder of 
our consistent failure to abide and uphold. God, tonight may we cherish your mercy, may
we cherish her grace, may we cherish your love and may we respond appropriately if 
necessary. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Page 9 of 9


