SESSION 7: By Grace Alone: God’s Sovereign Salvation
Song Selection: TPH Psalm #119B How Shall the Young
Scripture: Eph 1:3-10, 2:1-10; John 6:60-66

Q: what is God’s work in man’s redemption?

e Eph 1:3-10 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

e Eph 2:1-10 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now
at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh,
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like
the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—Dby grace
you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

e John 6:60-66 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who
can listen to it?” But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this,
said to them, “Do you take offense at this? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man
ascending to where he was before? It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not
believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who
it was who would betray him.) And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to
me unless it is granted him by the Father.” After this many of his disciples turned back and no
longer walked with him.

e WCF22,33,35,53,8.5,10.1,10.2, 11.1, 11.3, 17.2

e 2.2 God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and
unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, nor
deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon



them: he is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things;
and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for them, or upon them whatsoever

himself pleaseth.

3.3 By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are
predestinated unto everlasting life, and others fore-ordained to everlasting death.

3.5 Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the foundation of the
world was laid, according to his eternal and immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and good
pleasure of his will, hath chosen in Christ, unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free grace
and love, without any foresight of faith or good works, or perseverance in either of them,
or any other thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes moving him thereunto; and all
to the praise of his glorious grace.

5.3 God, in his ordinary providence, maketh use of means, yet is free to work without, above,
and against them, at his pleasure.

8.5 The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself, which he through the
eternal Spirit once offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied the justice of his Father, and
purchased not only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven,
for all those whom the Father hath given unto him.

10.1 All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, he is pleased, in his
appointed and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out of that state
of sin and death, in which they are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ;
enlightening their minds, spiritually and savingly, to understand the things of God; taking
away their heart of stone, and giving unto them an heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and by his
almighty power determining them to that which is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus
Chist; yet so as they come most freely, being made willing by his grace.

10.2 This effectual call is of God’s free and special grace alone, not from anything at all
foreseen in man; who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened and renewed by the
Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace the grace offered and
conveyed in it.

11.1 Those whom God effectually calleth he also freely justifieth; not by infusing
righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their
persons as righteous: not for anything wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ’s
sake alone; nor by imputing faith itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical
obedience to them, as their righteousness; but by imputing the obedience and satisfaction
of Christ unto them, they receiving and resting on him and his righteousness by faith; which faith
they have not of themselves, it is the gift of God.



11.3 Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that are
thus justified, and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to his Father’s justice in
their behalf. Yet inasmuch as he was given by the Father for them, and his obedience and
satisfaction accepted in their stead, and both freely, not for anything in them, their
justification is only of free grace; that both the exact justice and rich grace of God might be
glorified in the justification of sinners.

17.2 This perseverance of the saints depends, not upon their own free will, but upon the
immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God
the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ; the abiding of
the Spirit and of the seed of God within them; and the nature of the covenant of grace: from
all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.

The most despised doctrine

From death to life

One road to heaven, many roads to hell

By grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone

For God’s glory alone



