
EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH 

 

Message #44                                                                                                                Isaiah 31:1-9 

 

I believe the church of God today, generally speaking, has drifted far away from trusting God 

and His Word and is trusting more on the strategies of this world.  To prove my point, I may 

simply point out to you that many churches are incorporating worldly marketing strategies to  

try and build up the numbers.  Instead of building a church by prayer and careful study of God’s 

inspired Word, they have turned to the world for help.  Not long ago, I received a catalogue  

that featured electric guitars and massive drum sets and electronic light fixtures that used to be 

marketed to rock and roll bands in the 70s.  Now this same catalogue is being sent to churches.  

Why?  Because the church is no longer trusting in God or His Word for success; it is trusting  

in the world’s schemes.  Just this past week, I received a brochure about a seminar on how to 

market your church and increase the money.  As I looked at the various topics being discussed, 

there was not one word about prayer and careful systematic Bible exposition.  We have gone to 

Egypt. 

 

For many people, including the people of God, the   last   place they would ever think to 

turn would be to God.  But this is the first place God wants His people to turn.  This is exactly 

what God wants His people to do.  He does not want them trusting in a banker or an employer or 

in the stock market or their investments; God wants His people trusting Him.  But that lesson is a 

hard one to learn and in the case of Israel, she still hasn’t learned it. 

 

Some 300 plus years before Isaiah was ever born, King David, a man after God’s own heart, 

wrote these words:  “Some boast in chariots and some in horses, but we will boast in the name  

of the LORD, our God” (Psalm 20:7).  God wants His people trusting in Him, not in tangible  

and temporal things in this world.  Our boast should be in God, not our numbers.   

 

It is a crying shame that the leadership of Israel did not remember this concept, because by  

the time Isaiah writes Isaiah 31, boasting and trusting in God was the farthest thing from their 

minds.  There is absolutely no doubt that when the leaders of Judah went down to Egypt to  

form an alliance rather that turn to God and trust in God, it truly hurt God and angered God.   

It angered God to the extent that He pronounced a serious “woe” judgment on His own people 

(31:1). 

 

J. Vernon McGee said the message that Isaiah presents in this chapter is “a message for you and 

me.”  He said woe to you and woe to me if we turn away from trusting in God and turn to some 

materialistic or human help (Isaiah, Vol. 3, p. 267). 

 

WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE TRUST IN   TANGIBLE   THINGS IN THIS WORLD RATHER 

THAN IN GOD, THEY ARE MAKING A FATAL MISTAKE THAT WILL LEAD TO 

SOME VERY FATAL CONSEQUENCES. 

 

Don’t kid yourself, God’s own people can turn to the wrong people for help and they can trust in 

the wrong things.  You and I can become very worldly in our whole philosophy of life.  We have 

within us a heart that tends to place its confidence in what is wrong and false.  



We need to know this, because when God sees His own people do this He is not just an idle 

spectator.  It is a very serious thing for a child of God to trust in wrong things.  We need to 

pronounce a “woe” judgment on ourselves; woe to us if we choose to trust in something more 

than our God. 

 

Make no mistake about this point; when we place more of our trust and hope in anything 

other than God, we   sin   (Isaiah 31:7).  It is a serious sin issue that can bring a serious 

judgment. 

 

There are seven prophetic parts to this chapter: 

 

PROPHETIC PART #1 – What God’s own people did.  31:1 

 

There are five specific actions that God’s own people took that made God angry: 

 

Action #1 - They went down to   Egypt   for help.  31:1a 

 

The Hebrew verb “help” (azar) occurs four times in the first three verses (vv. 1, 2, 3-twice), 

which clearly repeats the main problem.  God’s people believed their big help and aid would 

come from the godless Egyptians rather than the true God. 

 

Now I want you to think how bizarre this action is.  Judah was in national danger with the threat  

of the Assyrian army coming to demolish her, and instead of her turning to the God of the Bible 

for help, she turned to Egypt who at the time was not even a major military power.  Instead of her 

running to the temple to consult with God, she moved in a dangerous and downward direction 

through the Negev into Egypt. 

 

Most of us have some type of “Egypt” on which we tend to rely and it is wrong.  When we turn 

back to a world from which we were delivered for our comfort and help, we not only dishonor 

God but we put ourselves in great jeopardy.   

 

Action #2 - They relied on   horses  .  31:1b 

 

This act of going down to Egypt and relying on the Egyptians and their horses was clearly a 

specific violation of the law of God - Deuteronomy 17:16.  But when people move away from 

trusting in God and from the Word of God, they always end up doing and saying things contrary 

to the Word of God. 

 

Action #3 - They trusted in   chariots  .  31:1c 

 

Years ago there was a church that boasted of the fleet of busses they ran to bring people to  

church.  In fact, they were arrogant about this fact and promoted the idea that if you didn’t run  

a bunch of busses, you were a less than spiritual or dynamic church.  When I would hear this,  

I often thought it is almost as if you place your trust in your busses and not your God.  It was  

like they were trusting in their chariots rather than their God. 

 



Action #4 - They trusted in the strength of   horsemen  .  31:1d 

 

This was exactly what King David spoke against.  He never wanted God’s people to trust in 

horses and chariots and horsemen.  He wanted them trusting in God (Psalm 20:7). 

 

I do not believe it is any coincidence that during the Tribulation God will literally use armies on 

horses and horsemen to get Israel to turn to Him, because to this point she would rather rely on 

horses than Him (Revelation 9:7, 16). 

 

Action #5 - They would not   look   to God or   seek   God.  31:1e 

 

There are two verbs here that describe the failure of God’s own people:  They would not   look   . 

to God and they would not   seek   God.  

 

The verb “look” has a specific meaning of looking to something for help (William Gesenius, 

Hebrew Lexicon, p. 841).  God’s own people looked to anything in the world for help but God. 

 

The verb “seek” is one that means to seek in the sense of going some place so often that you 

trample a path with your feet (William Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 209).  This word does not 

mean some light desire to seek God; this is a very aggressive pursuit to know God and His Word. 

 

Many of God’s own people today do exactly the same thing.  Instead of carefully, prayerfully 

and habitually searching the Scriptures for help, they run to some worldly doctor who puts them 

on a mind-altering, antidepressant drug.  They will beat down a path to a drugstore, but not wear 

out their Bibles.   

 

We may notice that there are two Persons referred to in verse 1, “the Holy One of Israel” and 

“the LORD.”  Both are coequal God, but we have reference here to God the Son, Jesus Christ 

and God the Father.  The truth is Israel would seek neither.   

 

PROPHETIC PART #2 – What God would do to His people.  31:2 

 

Notice what is stated here, God is also wise.  The children of Israel put a great deal of confidence 

in the worldly wisdom of the Egyptians and God says, “I am God and I am wise and I have 

things at my disposal that you do not have.”   

 

It amazes me how many of God’s people are willing to put their trust in the bizarre wisdom of 

this world rather than the infinitely wise God.  For example things like “evolution”, “the big 

bang” or “carbon dating” theories take precedence over the Word of God.  People are willing  

to toss down their Bibles and toss away their brains, thinking these people are wiser than God. 

 

God says, I am a wise God and I will take specific action against My own people.  God’s people 

will never stir up the   anger   of God by trusting in Him.  God’s people will never stir up 

the anger of God by   repenting   of sin.  But if His people refuse to trust Him and turn from  

sin to Him, God can and will cause their world to cave in.  There are four negative actions God 

would take against His own people: 



 

Negative Action #1 - God would bring   disaster   on His own people.  31:2a 

 

The Hebrew word “disaster” is one that means God can send evil, bad, sad, unhappy things right 

into the world of His own people (William Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 772).  This point is 

overlooked by those false teachers who claim God would never do anything negative to His  

own people because He is a God of love whose goal is that they are healthy and wealthy. 

 

Negative Action #2 - God will not   retract   His word promising judgment.  31:2b 

 

This is a serious warning because when God gets to a point where He has decided to judge His 

own people for their refusal to trust in Him, He will not retract the threat of judgment. 

 

Negative Action #3 - God will actually be   against   His own evil people.  31:2c 

 

Negative Action #4 - God will not   help   those who help His own evil people.  31:2d 

 

What is described here is a judgment that God brings against His own people and anyone 

connected to his own rebellious people.   

 

I cannot help but think of Jonah.  Jonah rebelled against God and ran away from His responsibility 

and God brought a terrible storm against him and it affected all those connected to him.  When 

God’s people run to the world for help rather than God, they will do themselves no good and they 

will do the world no good because all they are doing is bringing judgment on themselves and on 

those around them. 

 

PROPHETIC PART #3 – How God views the Egyptians in whom His people trusted.  31:3 

 

View #1 - The Egyptians are finite   men   not the infinite   God  .  31:3a 

 

The Egyptians could not possibly protect Israel since they were nothing but weak men.  When 

we trust in any person other than God, we are trusting in another finite sinful man just like 

ourselves.  Every now and then some distorted theologian will come up with some humanistic 

view about God or His sovereignty.  When this happens it is wise to stick with the Scriptures  

and not the rational opinions of another sinful finite man. 

 

View #2 - The horses are   flesh   and not   spirit  .  31:3b 

 

Flesh and blood things can not deliver anyone from any disaster God is sending.  Flesh and blood 

things can make some brave showing but they cannot possibly beat God. 

 

View #3 - The Lord will stretch out His hand   against   those who refuse to trust Him.  31:3c 

 

All God has to do is move His hand and everything people were trusting in will be gone. 

 

 



PROPHETIC PART #4 – God promises that He will protect and deliver   Jerusalem  .  31:4-5 

 

The key to interpreting this is the identification of the metaphor of the “lion.”  A few interpreters 

say that the lion is Assyria ready to pounce on Judah and Jerusalem and the shepherds are the 

Egyptians who would not faze the Assyrians.  However, most interpreters believe the “lion” is 

God and the Assyrian army are the shepherds who would try to steal God’s flock. 

 

God would be like a lion that growls over its prey, totally unintimidated and unafraid of the  

vast number of stealing shepherds who may come after His people.  God was not afraid of the 

Assyrian army even though it completely outnumbered Judah.  He promised that He would do 

battle Himself on Mount Zion and like the birds flying overhead, He would hover over her and 

protect and shield Jerusalem. 

 

In view of these realities, God wanted His people turning to Him.  He is the only One who can 

protect and deliver.  Trusting in anything other than God is very foolish and very dangerous.   

We do not have the strength to defeat all of our enemies.  We don’t have the ability to succeed 

by our own physical strength or mental wisdom.  It is only God who can protect us and deliver 

us. 

 

PROPHETIC PART #5 – God challenges Israel to   return   to Him.  31:6 

 

Since God is the One who could and would protect Judah, God calls His own people who  

have defected to turn back to Him.  The word “defect” means these people had withdrawn  

and departed from a close relationship with God.  They had ceased trusting in Him (William 

Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 595).  God offers His people His grace if they will just turn  

back to Him.   

 

PROPHETIC PART #6 – There will come a day when all   idols   will be eliminated.  31:7 

 

These are tough economic times in Michigan.  I recently had a man who has worked in the 

professional world for many years tell me that he has never seen things so bad in this state.   

As a child of God, in whom do you trust?  Where do you look to find your security?  Your 

portfolio or your God?  To whom do you turn when you need help?   

 

Here is one of the great keys to having God pour out His blessings on your life - quit trusting  

in anything like silver and gold, which is sin, and trust only in God.  Get rid of any sinful 

thing and zero in your focus on the Lord. 

 

There will come a day when all idols will be eliminated and will be viewed as sin and the  

reason why God reveals this is that God’s people should get rid of them now and trust in Him. 

 

Think of the expense and the distress that Judah could have saved herself if she would have 

simply trusted in God and obeyed His Word.  Think of the expense and distress we can save 

ourselves if we do the same.   

 

 



 

PROPHETIC PART #7 – There will come a day when God will eliminate all   enemies  .  

                                                31:8-9 

 

Assyria would fall, but only because of God’s work and sword and not by the sword of any man. 

 

I believe that “the Assyrian” is a reference to the Antichrist because it is specifically stated  

that he will not die by man.  This point is confirmed often by Daniel and by John in Revelation.  

God will destroy him.   

 

Jerusalem is a sacred place.  This is where God’s presence and altar are.  This is where His 

nation lives and wise are those who realize this. 

 

The tragedy is that God’s own people did not realize this. 

 

We are not Israel and Israel is not the church, but we do face our own share of intimidating 

enemies and challenges.  The temptation that we can have, just as Israel had, is the temptation  

to turn to the world or the flesh for help. 

 

Someone has said, “Faith is living without scheming.”  God wants His people completely 

trusting in Him.  He does not want them scheming and running to the world. 

 

 


