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Well, it looks like many of you came back. Some of you are new. If you didn’t have a 
chance to be here this morning that is perfectly all right. We have a printed draft copy of 
what I supposedly said this morning. I [?] from it a little bit, but...  
 
A pile of documentation which I may need to refer to.  Who knows.   
 
Let me start something off with... with this basic question.  In the Bible was all wine 
simply grape juice or was all wine always intoxicating or sometimes was the word wine 
referring to intoxicating beverage and other times referring to simply grape juice? These 
are the questions that we have to consider when we talk about wine in the Bible.   
 
The English word “wine” W I N E or wine as it is sometimes is called... in fact, the Latin 
spelling for wine is vinum spelled V I N UM, spelled with a V. But as my Latin teacher 
told me many years ago we pronounce our V like W and so the vinum as it looks to us is 
pronounced vinum.  Even the word oinov (oy’-nos) the Greek generic word for vine 
products of all kinds, even oinov (oy’-nos), if you are pronouncing it the right way oinov 
(oy’-nos). They had no W in that language, in Greek language, so oinov (oy’-nos). It 
almost sounds like wine and even Nyy (yah’- yin), the generic Old Testament word wine 
sometimes could be pronounced Nyy (yah’- yin), perhaps if you use the waw 
pronunciation. That may be cheating a little bit.  But the generic word in the New 
Testament Nyy (yah’- yin) was equivalent to the Latin word vinum spelled with a V and 
the Greek word oinov (oy’-nos).  They all appear to be generic. 
 
Now I don’t know of any credible person who thinks that wine of the Bible was always 
grape juice. The generic word referred to wine in a general form, that is, the product of 
the grape whether it be, I suppose, fermented beverage or infermented beverage, whether 
sometimes it included jam or syrup of the grape, it didn’t matter.  That is part of [?] 
 
Now let me suggest to you that is something we have to, I guess, prove by using the 
words studies, actually, but that is the conclusion I have come up with and many would 
agree. Some would disagree. Some think the wine was always alcoholic. 
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The English word “wine,” if you look it up in old dictionaries it is clear that the English 
word for “wine” originally was very much like the English word for “corn.”  Where they 
would... Corn was a generic word. At one time it referred to grain of all kinds and to the 
KJV you see the word “corn” which [?] translates it as grain.  But at one time corn 
referred to grain of all kinds.  But the meaning of this generic word has narrowed. 
 
The meaning of the English word “wine” which one time was a broader word 
encompassing both fermented and unfermented grape juice has narrowed today to mean 
almost always fermented only.  So we find about wine today, since the meaning has 
narrowed, we assume that wine is always intoxicating. That is a false assumption in my 
view.   
 
Have you ever heard Dr. Dean Ortis? Dr. Dean Ortis is a [?] doctor as I understand it.  A 
few weeks ago, I forget exactly when, he was asked a question on his website and notice 
how the question was framed. This is a secular individual. I don’t know that he is a 
Christian. I don’t think he is. The question—I don’t know about the questioner either. 
How can drinking unfermented wine or grape juice benefit my health? 
 
Now this question addresses one of the main excuses people give for why they must 
drink wine, intoxicating wine.  The main reason they say is, well, it is good for me.  You 
see, if you drink red wine you get the [?].  
 
Now let’s just say that were true, that drinking red wine is good for you because red wine 
has [?]. Yes? Red wine has varying degrees of [?].  If you want [?], a very good product, I 
might add, you take a small little capsule, typical size capsule and one of those capsules, 
don’t have a bottle in front of me.  I don’t have the bottle [?] but if my recollection is 
correct one of those capsules contains more [?] than is found in dozens a dozens and 
dozens of bottles of wine.  
 
So why drink dozens and dozens of bottles of wine just to get this much [?] when you get 
a little capsule. 
 
I might add that a capsule gets the [?] from [?] weed which isn’t even wine at all. There 
are other ways of getting your [?]. I recommend getting [?], but not by drinking dozens 
and dozens of bottles of red wine. 
 
Now the question is: How can drinking unfermented or grape juice benefit my health?  
You were thinking of questions about wine while I am rambling.   
 
Dear Dr. Ortis, the question. The answer.  “I am sure you have heard that red wine may 
be good for your heart,” says Dr. Ortis.  “This may be true.” 
 
Remember, now, [?] doctors are very concerned about our health. They don’t care about 
drugs. They care about health. They care about making sure we are healthy, not drug 
filled.   
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This may be true that the red wine may be good for your heart, but you can receive 
essentially the same benefit, the same benefit from drinking, get this, he calls it 
unfermented wine.  Comma, I, period, E, period, in other words grape juice. 
 
Now this is a modern physician who refers to grape juice as being unfermented wine.  
 
Secondly, he suggests that unfermented wine or grape juice has at least the same benefit 
of red wine as far as the [?] ingredients. 
 
He says, “Substances such as [?] in grapes help dilate or expand or your arteries and keep 
them flexible. Very good.  Improve your blood flow and reduce the likelihood of blood 
clots.  But that is not in grape juice which he calls unfermented wine. 
 
He goes on to say, “[?] in grape juice  and... and here is the thing.  Not only can you get 
the same benefit from drinking unfermented wins as from drinking the fermented kind, 
but actually you are better off drinking the grape juice. This is what he says.   
 
There was a study done at the University of California, Davis, not that I like the school or 
the study, but it was not a Christian study. It was a secular study. They took a 1996 [?].  I 
[?] wine and I can’t pronounce the next word, but anyhow. They removed all the alcohol 
from it by simply boiling it.  You boil wine, intoxicating wine to at least 170 degrees, all 
the alcohol will vaporize and what you have left is no alcohol. It may not taste very good, 
but there is no alcohol. 
 
He asked volunteers to alternate. Some of them were drinking the non alcoholic wine 
others were drinking the alcoholic wine.  They found that those who drank the non 
alcoholic wine actually were able to retain the [?] 25 percent longer in their blood than 
those that drank the fermented wine.   
 
So the truth is not only is grape juice as good as red wine giving you the nutrients that are 
good for you, it is actually better, because those nutrients are retained in your blood 
stream and in your body for a longer period of time to do much better good. 
 
So don’t believe the malarkey that you have to drink red wine because that is the only 
way you can get [?]. You can create unfermented wine or grape juice.   
 
Now the other thing we have to remember before we take questions and answers is that in 
the Bible, in the times of the Bible you often will read the word “drank” and we assume 
that what they drank, you know, they ate and drank [?] booze, right?  
 
No.  Let me give one example for 1 Samuel. You are familiar with Hannah and Elkanah 
her husband.  Well, we will leave out the rival wife here for a moment, but Hannah was 
accused... back up... of... Hannah and her husband and others in the family we are told ate 
and drank. But then later on after Hannah was accused of being intoxicated by Eli who 
saw her mouth moving, but not words coming out. Apparently that was a characteristic of 
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those who were drunk. She denies. She says, “I have drunk neither wine Nyy (yah’- yin), 
or strong drink, rkv (shay-kawr’).”  
 
She had drunk neither and  yet it says she had eaten and drunk. So obviously she didn’t... 
either she is a liar or she didn’t.  When it says they ate and drank they weren’t drinking 
wine. 
 
The most commonly drunk beverage in the Bible is guess what? H20, water.  
 
I have the documentation. I did the study myself of time after time. When the Israelites 
were in the wilderness for 40 years Deuteronomy tells us specifically the Lord gave them 
no wine that whole time.  
 
 
When Elijah was trying to survive a drought God didn’t say, “Here, drink this wine.” No 
water? You are going to have wine. 
 
No, he drank water. When Elijah was running from Jezebel in the desert had no water 
God provided him not wine but water, water, water, water and lots of drops to drink. 
Water is what they drank. 
 
And, no, they did not use wine, intoxicating wine to kill germs. It doesn’t do that. It 
doesn’t work. It is insane. Today when you are in a survival situation and you want to 
make sure your water is purified, you don’t take a bottle of wine out [?] and pour it in 
your water. That is not going to purify it. 
 
Sure, alcohol is a poison.  It will kill you and kill all kinds of things.  But you don’t pour 
pure alcohol in water and then drink it unless you are a lunatic. That is not an acceptable 
way of purifying water.  
 
So those folks who say that happened, there is no evidence of that in history in the Bible.   
 
Well, wine making, we will talk about that briefly before we get to your questions. I will 
try to... I am already... I got ... give myself four more minutes to ramble and then we will 
let you ask questions and we will talk about wine from your perspective. 
 
Wine making.  Grapes would come to harvest and, believe it or not, grapes can be 
harvested at various times of the year. Some people say the harvest is only one [?] always 
a certain month. Now they planted different varieties of grapes so they could harvest 
grapes from almost... from almost... about six months of the year they can harvest grapes. 
 
They weren’t stupid. They harvested. They planted companion plantings, successive 
plantings so they could get grapes throughout most of the year, fresh grapes. They also 
were able to preserve grapes for years in grape form. There was a method for doing that.  
Several methods of...  
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At Masada, when Masada was finally captured, the Romans found fresh grapes that had 
been there for decades, still delicious.  They were [?]. They weren’t stupid, the ancients. 
They didn’t have refrigeration. That didn’t mean they were stupid. They knew how to 
preserve grapes whole and entire and they knew how to produce grape juice sweet and 
pure as the day it was stomped. Here is what they would do.  
 
They stomp the grapes.  Alcohol does not form naturally. In other words, you let the 
grapes dry up on the vine they form raisins.  Perhaps they may form some vinegar which 
has no alcohol. They do not form alcohol. 
 
It is only when you stomp the grapes that you get the ferment, the yeast which is on the 
skins. The skins mix with the juice of the grape can begin the fermentation process. 
 
The best wine was the wine they took the grapes, put them in the vat without stomping, 
whatever oozed from the grapes naturally that was called the best wine. That was pure, 
sweet and would stay that way almost forever because there was no ferment or very little 
ferment. 
 
You stomp the grapes for the first day or so in the Palestinian heat, the hotter it was... if it 
was too hot no fermentation could take place.  If it was too cold no fermentation could 
take place.   There is a happy medium between too hot and too cold where fermentation 
could take place. If you were a wine maker you were trying to do what wasn’t natural. 
What is natural is for stock if you stomp on it, get the yeast in there at the right 
temperatures, it would quickly turn to alcohol and then just as quickly turn to vinegar. 
 
So many [?] that the trick is always... has not been to try to keep ... not try to make wine, 
the problem is keeping wine from turning to vinegar, turn to vinegar.  Stopping the 
fermentation just where you wanted it so you could get drunk, that was difficult. It would 
quickly turn to vinegar in the Palestinian heat. In fact, sometimes you couldn’t get any 
fermentation at all. If you wanted to make grape juice what you would do is you would 
take... stomp the grapes, put them in a big vat, the juice and heat it. You could boil it. 
You would concentrate that juice to a paste or to a syrup, seal it up in a wineskin, it 
would keep for... for decades. Sweet. Years, however long you want to keep it.  
Concentrate it. You could reconstitute it real similar. 
 
That is one of the problems that people have in understanding wine.  Is it intoxicating? Is 
it just grape juice? You don’t know. 
 
One clue I will give you is when Abigail came to greet David after David was a little 
upset about Nabal not sharing some of his bounty after David and his men had done so 
much work. Lots of... I think it was hundreds of loaves of bread, a number of large 
animals and only a measly bottle or two of wine.  It must have been very concentrated 
wine with those wine skins that was diluted so that hundreds of men could drink it. that is 
an assumption, but that is probably the kind of wine that was... there it was probably non 
alcoholic.   
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Jump in, you questions, your comments, your observations. Somebody gave me real good 
questions after the service. If you have a question, please let me know.  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
I just want to open it up to those that are listening by the internet also. Simply write us. 
Adam has got one there already. Questions at [?] or call me at 856-261-9018. 
 
Anna, what you got?  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
[?] 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
From Texas. Thank you, Brandon. [?] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Ok, excellent question. The questioner has asked an extremely important question. I hope 
you were listening. I am sure you were very carefully. 
 
First of all, there is no biblical basis for using intoxicating wine for communion, period, 
zero basis.  
 
The Holy Spirit went out of his way on four occasions, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John to 
never even use the word oinov (oy’-nos), a generic word for wine of ... for grape juice 
whether fermented or not fermented, didn’t even use that word.  Called it the fruit of the 
wine, referred to it as the cup. 
 
Secondly, the questioner is absolutely right. The same ferment, the same yeast that is 
used in the rising of bread and, by the way, bread rising is a form of fermentation. That is 
right. It produces alcohol, but when you cook, when you bake the bread the alcohol is 
vaporized because you bake at a higher temperate than 170 degrees. If you [?] 170 
degrees or above it vaporized any alcohol that exists.  So when you bake bread, ladies, 
and, believe it or not at one time was a bread baker. In fact, I was grand champion at the 
county fair for my whole wheat bread made from scratch. It is true. I don’t it anymore. 
But when I made that bread I was making an intoxicating food at least for a while. The 
yeast causes alcohol to be formed using sugar and then when I baked it I killed that 
alcohol. Thank the Lord.   
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Alcohol is dead. Now during the feast of unleavened things, sometimes called the feast of 
unleavened things, plural, during the feast of unleavened things all ferment was to be 
taken out. It was to be removed from the house. Why in the world did any Jewish person 
who wants to be biblical, true to the Old Testament or why would a Christian want to be 
true to the New Testament and the Old Testament would ever use alcoholic wine is 
beyond me.  There is no biblical basis for it.  Why do they do that, then?  I will tell you 
why. Tradition, false tradition. 
 
The Roman Catholic Church uses fermented wine.  The Baptist Church never... at least 
they claim they never... they never.... they never branched away from the Roman Catholic 
Church. They weren’t a part of it. They were a free church. That is what they claim. 
 
But those who branched off from the Roman Catholic Church still practice some of those 
Romish rags of using intoxicating beverage for communion with no basis whatsoever 
except that they got it from their great, great grand pappies church. 
 
Now only the Presbyterians and the Reformed typically, yeah, I did listen to about 100 
tapes and sermons from different people over the last several months and mark it down. 
The United Presbyterian Church at least the ones I heard, the books I read, without 
question, fermented wine. Now there could be some exceptions, of course.  
 
Now Bible Presbyterian Church, their official position at least has been... in fact that was 
the big split between Machen and McIntire, as I said.  Dr. McIntire, Carl McIntire, 
Gresham Machen who wrote the textbook that we use at school for Greek, Machen and 
McIntire disagreed about whether there should be fermented wine. Machen said that was 
ok. He was from the traditional Presbyterian view. McIntire established a Bible 
Presbyterian Church and one of the distinctions was unfermented wine in communion.   
 
He was right, in my view. Dr. McIntire was right about that.  
 
I discovered the Free Presbyterians as in the Ian Paisley type and as in folks that have 
come over from Ireland who had that Free Presbyterian doctrine. They were dead against 
alcohol. They do not serve alcohol in communion. They go back to the Bible, not to 
tradition, church tradition.  
 
There are some folks from Jewish backgrounds. A gentleman was talking at lunch of... I 
don’t understand why Jewish traditions allow intoxicating beverages during the Passover 
time, the feast of unleavened bread. I don’t understand it.  It doesn’t make any sense 
biblically except, again, tradition.  
 
As that famous song from, what is it, Fiddler on the Roof, Tradition. 
 
Tradition has crept into protestant churches. Tradition has crept into, I believe, Jewish 
synagogues and beliefs in my view that are different from the actual biblical teaching. 
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Change of Voice: 
 
All right, Don, if you answer that as long for this as you answered this we will only have 
one or two questions. 
 
Next question.  [?] or [?]. Yes, Joanne.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
So then you are talking about commercially prepared wine today.  I believe the [?] are a 
preservative. That is my understanding. I may be wrong about that, but it doesn’t sound 
like something I would want to drink, but preservatives sometimes are almost as bad as 
the other contents. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Right, right. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Right, right. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Sure. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
All right, Dan, [?] 
 
[multiple voices] 
 
He wasn’t here this morning. 
 
Right, we touched on that this morning. Please get...  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
In... in the view of chemists and others that have studied the human reaction to alcoholic 
beverages, obviously if we are drinking, you know hard liquor as compared to... 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Right. 
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You are going to have the effects faster with hard liquor. However, any beverage that has 
alcohol in it is going to have these various effects and they begin with the very first sip. 
Intoxication begins with the first sip. 
 
Some of us think that intoxication occurs over ... someone slurring their speech or falling 
down drunk. That is falling down drunk, but intoxication begins with the first sip. The 
wisest  thing as we learn from several Scriptures is not to take the first sip. Yeah, that is 
what it was.   
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Ok. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
[?] Questions from outside or another question here. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Ok, Joanne. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Yes. 
 
[off mic voice]  
 
Yes. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Yes. It is my understanding there are two Hebrew schools of thought on that.  Generally 
speaking the sweet ... there is relatively little if any alcohol. If it is sour, that is when you 
have the alcohol. I may be wrong. Yes.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Then they have what they call fourth vine wine. Fourth vine wines you use... so you add 
extra sweetener to it so that the fermentation can continue going and that may be what [?] 
I don’t know what they do, but I have heard... 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Right, you can... you can buy some wines that are... that are unintoxicating. 
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Change of Voice: 
 
Another question. Questions to [?]. 
 
Yeah, Maryanne has one and Dan then Dan has one. All right, Maryanne.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Yeah, you have asked a very good question.   
 
[?] doctors have held sway since the last 100 years. And the [?] want to give you 
essentially drugs and essentially the base for many of the drugs that people take today is 
alcohol as one of the basis.  And what they were doing is they were giving it out [?] 
solution in my view.   
 
Drugs are poison in general. Alcohol is a drug, a narcotic. It is also a poison. Sometimes 
various poisons they give out in the form of, quote, unquote, medicine or whatever else 
drives the body to do something but there are always side effects and the side effects of a 
shot of whiskey a day are ... are well documented.  Every time we take alcohol in our 
bodies it does some damage. The theory may have been [?]  I am not sure what the theory 
was, but I am not big on drugs, medical drugs or non medical drugs or alcohol, so I... I 
am not sure exactly why that was prescribed, but a lot of things I don’t usually take 
prescriptions from doctors. I don’t trust them.   
 
Yes. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Right. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Right. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Dan has got one in his mouth. Dan. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Yes. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
We know.... the thing is we don’t know for sure what the temperatures were like during 
the time of Christ or the time of Abraham, for example. 
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[off mic voice] 
 
For the temperatures right now generally exceed a temperature where fermentation is 
possible except in the mountains. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Well, I have it somewhere in my archives if I can get that to you. I don’t want to give you 
the wrong answer. 
 
It is a very good question, an important question. I know it is covered in  [?] it is also 
covered in almost every book  I look at, not all of them, but... 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
In... exactly. And my... in my estimation when I do read those numbers it appears it rarely 
ever dropped... it ever became cool enough in Palestine for fermentation, natural 
fermentation to take place except in the mountains where it could be cool enough and 
stay cool enough for fermentation to take place. 
 
And I guess even today in Palestine unless they cheat by natural fermentation it is hard to 
really get that fermentation going. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
What is your question? 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
That is right. No drinking of any kind.  [?] not even drink coffee and tea. No nicotine of 
any kind or caffeine, either one. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
I remember, yes.  
 
He was very... 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
[?] 
 
Randy, what is your question next? 
 
[off mic voice] 
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I am saying that that is correct and my understanding of the Scriptures, the scriptural 
terms used there is no... there is nothing that would suggest that drinking intoxicating 
beverages is ok by God.  As a matter of fact, the opposite... the opposite of what we gave 
you this morning was it was clear from the Scriptures. It is clearly condemned.   
 
Nyy (yah’- yin), that has those tiny bubbles in it is to be shunned. In the New Testament 
occasions where it says, “Be not drunk with wine wherein is excess,” a lot of people 
forget about that in which don’t drink the wine that can... that has debauchery built into it. 
That is the intoxicating wine.  The word for excess is the word for debauchery and the 
word for prodigality as in the prodigal son. So don’t... don’t be filled with that kind of 
oinov (oy’-nos).  [?] the grape juice, you can drink, you know, [?] if you want to, but 
don’t be filled with the other kind that has debauchery built into it.  It is... it is like a time 
bomb waiting to explode with debauchery. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
All right. Another question. Questions to [?].  back there, Bill [?] 
 
What is up, Dan? 
 
Soon as you figure it out. 
 
Ok, other questions from here? Yes, Maryanne? 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
That is a very good question. The Bible says that the Lord Jesus Christ, well, turned 
water into oinov (oy’-nos).  Since oinov (oy’-nos) is a generic word for wine, for grape 
juice of all kinds, alcoholic grape juice, non alcoholic grape juice we can’t be sure by the 
word. But we can be certain by the person.  The reason is this. 
 
Getting back to [?] question. Alcohol itself is ... I am trying to use a delicate word , is the 
excrement of the yeast. It is the foulest, filthiest thing you can imagine. God designed 
yeast, fermented to break down things to rot and decay.  Why our lovely Savior who was 
the creator of all things that were good, when he created something in the Old Testament 
during the creation week he called it good. It was good. Why he would create toxins, 
excrement which is what alcohol is, fermentation, it is really that, that is a bad symbol 
of... of what is good and proper. Why the Lord would use that for either... to symbolize 
his blood.  “This is my blood,” or why he would take it... 
 
Now if we look at the actual text itself, there are several things that people talk about at 
that text. If I had the text in front of me I would refer to it, but they talk about... 
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Change of Voice: 
 
After they are well drunk... 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
After they are well drunk, for example.  That is a word that is... it literally means after 
they were well filled, well saturated and if it is intoxicating beverage, obviously if you 
are well saturated with intoxicating beverage you would be drunk. 
 
The KJV translators to their credit did not translate it well drunk. It is that when they 
were well... 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Well drunk. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Well drunk. That doesn’t mean that they were intoxicated. It meant that they were 
satiated, they were filled, they were satiated with that particular beverage.  Now what that 
beverage was we don’t know. 
 
First of all, that is a hypothetical. The governor of the feast says, “This is...” He tasted 
this water made mine.  Now there are a number of ways of looking at that.  When did the 
miracle occur and how much wine, who much oinov (oy’-nos) did he create?  We know 
for sure that when that... when the servants poured the water in the container and brought 
it to the governor of the feast, it was water when they poured it in there.  Somewhere 
between the time they poured in into the container and when it got to the governor of the 
feast it turned into the best wine.  The best wine, that was a term used for the... what 
oozed from the grape press before they did any stomping. The put all the grapes in the 
press and when ooze poured naturally before stomping was sometimes called the best 
wine, unfermented and it stayed that way for a long time because there was little or not 
ferment in it.   
 
Did he create, as some say, gallons and gallons and gallons of wine and give people who 
were already roaring drunk and give them more? That is what some would have us 
believe. 
 
Knowing him as we do, the Bible says that he wouldn’t violate this. 
 
“Woe unto him that gives his neighbor to drink,” for example.  
 
I am paraphrasing somewhat.  And it goes on to see his nakedness, I think something like 
that. 
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There are passages that condemn this sort of thing and why the Lord would take 
something that he knew was a toxin, that he knew was essentially made from the 
excrement of yeast and give this—and this was going to show forth his glory?   That 
doesn’t make any sense. 
 
Now the truth is the word doesn’t tell us, oinov (oy’-nos) doesn’t tell us.  But the person 
who made it would suggest that he would do all things good and right. There is no 
evidence in the Bible at all that the Lord ever partook of an intoxicating beverage. 
 
Twice on the cross he was offered something.  Ironically those who believe in a different 
text say he was offered oinov (oy’-nos). He rejected it twice.  The received text says he 
was offered vinegar and rejected it when it was mixed with a painkiller, so to speak.   
 
So the... often times the critical text people love, you know, they think wine is wonderful, 
intoxicating beverage is wonderful.  But if they believe that their critical text says he 
rejected oinov (oy’-nos) twice. Our text says he rejected vinegar once when it was... had 
something that was... had a drug in it.   
 
[?] the only time when it was just simply vinegar, vinegar was not intoxicating. [?] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Other questions. Yes, Marion. [?] 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
All the time. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Right. 
 
Yes, it would have been it. But that was the only word they had. The main word... let me 
go back.  oinov (oy’-nos) in the New Testament is what... what is used to translate [?] in 
the Old Testament.  [?] and I have got a word study out, available, [?] is the word that 
primarily means in my view, if you look up the context, it refers to the fruit of the... it 
refers to the grapes or sometimes freshly squeezed grape juice.  The Septuagint, which is 
the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, they used oinov (oy’-nos), a 
translated word, [?] Hebrew term that exclusively refers to either grapes or freshly 
pressed grapes. And so oinov (oy’-nos) could refer to that. It would be easier [?] when it 
says... well, never mind.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
All right.  Miss Hannah has got something from the internet.  Questions at [?] 
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Yes, Hannah, what have you got? 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Randy and Rick Kozer.  Thank you Randy and Rick. We will have DVDs. They will be 
posted on SermoAudio.com and as soon as Dan has them  made up you are going to have 
DVDs of the morning service and this afternoon’s service as well. 
 
Another one, Anna?  
 
 
[Off mic voice] 
 
Ok. 
 
[?] say hello. 
 
I have a Julie in Pennsylvania, Erie, Pennsylvania. Any other questions [?] Questions 
there? Any more questions more here? 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
[?] do you want to get that answer to you. I can’t put my finger on it. My recollection is it 
was rare except in the mountains to have temperatures where fermentation of grape juice 
could occur naturally.  That is my recollection. That is why even today they try to... 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Hannah, got another question. Go ahead. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Thank you, Brandon.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Right, there is a... it is my understanding that a leavening agent is necessary to produce 
fermentation, natural fermentation. So that should... that should [?] good observation. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
All right. Did you answer his question all right? 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
I hope I did. 
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Change of Voice: 
 
Ok. 
 
Another question.  Questions [?] other questions before us?  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Remember. I am not a wine maker, so I don’t know all the answers in these things. I am 
focusing the biblical historical things. Unfortunately I couldn’t put my finger on the 
historical information that he wanted to know.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yes, Tammy. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Yes, that is a very good... that is one of the hardest questions of all. They all need to be 
answered and they all need to be dealt with. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
While we are waiting there. 
 
Yes, go ahead. Anne Marie Boyle from Canada. Go ahead, Anne Marie. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Good. Thank you, Anne Marie, for that quote. The Lord bless you. Take care.  
 
[multiple voices]  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
If you look it up they... heat index and ... in Palestine even today it is... it rarely ever 
drops below 75 degrees in the mountains. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Thank you. Dan, did you have one... 
 
[multiple voices] 
 
I wanted to give her an answer. What was that verse again? I am sorry.   
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[off mic voice] 
 
31.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
31 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Six and seven. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah, I have it somewhere and I...  
 
[multiple voices] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
The other reason... the other reason was somebody wrote... and this is the best answer I 
have run across, but I hope I have it here. 31 and 23.  
 
My best... to the best of my recollection is that the person whose best answer I remember 
is that if you retranslate that last part and it is not a command, not... again, I am just going 
to repeat what I heard. I have always wanted the correct answer to that question. Some 
say that that verse suggests that it is all right to give, when people are dying, you can give 
them intoxicating things. You can give them drugs.  
 
And some say that this talks about the medicinal value of... of alcohol or poison.  This is 
what drugs are, are a poison of some kind.  
 
You can give them narcotics when they are dying. 
 
The problem with that is, it talks about what? Somebody who is dying or what is the 
other part? The possibility?  Either dying or... or... or  or sort of having a, you know, a 
bad time. You know, they are sort of in... they are discouraged.  
 
I ... I am not given the exact word here. I have the... let me see if I can get the exact word 
here.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Poverty and misery. In other words that is the problem. Unless [?] if you are dying and 
you are in misery then people wills say, “Well, give the person morphine or give the 
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person whiskey or get them bombed out of heir minds so they don’t feel anything 
anymore.” 
 
The problem is... is what if it is two or three different things. Do you give it to just the 
person who is dying, the person who is miserable? I don’t like that kind of answer 
myself.  But I have heard that and I agree with that. There was a better answer and the 
idea is to retrace that last part almost as if a joke. Well, if you are going to give it to 
anybody, why not give it to someone like that. They need it, not the king, not the prince. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Yeah.  Right. I think the main emphasis is that the king, the prince shouldn’t have it. I 
mean, if you have it, you know, [?] you don’t... just throw it away.  Throw it in the streets 
and let them have it. It is not a commandment you have to, but you don’t need it. So just 
roll out the barrel somewhere else.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Another question. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
That is not a very good answer. I am sorry. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Barbara.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Let me put it this way. Whenever it says somebody eats and drinks in the Bible it doesn’t 
necessarily mean they are drinking alcoholic beverages. It also is because somebody is 
merry as in merry Christmas, happy new year, doesn’t necessarily mean they are drunk. 
And in the world’s ideas, not, you know, happy, happy, joy, joy. It usually means a little  
nip of the recipe as they called it at the Walton’s, those dear old ladies who didn’t know 
they were drinking moonshine. But I think he could have been very merry because he had 
a harvest.  The key is if you don’t bring the harvest in in time it is destroyed and you lose 
it.  If a thunderstorm or a hailstorm comes as on little house on the prairie, sometimes, or 
in the original books it is destroyed. He maybe was happy and merry and glad that the 
harvest was safely and now he could relax. That is one possible understanding. I don’t 
think there is anything [?] he was intoxicated. Good question. Yes. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah [?] 
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[off mic voice] 
 
[multiple voices] 
 
That is from Ecclesiastes you mean?   
 
[multiple voices] 
 
So two places. The one in Ecclesiastes I won’t touch because obviously there are a 
number of things that Solomon toyed with and he at the very end said it is not worth it. 
Bu tin the other one the rich fool, you know, essentially he is saying he [?] Well, what 
kind of person is he?  Is he a godly person? No, he is the other kind. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
He said words to that effect, very close to that. You are right.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah, Barbara had another one.  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
But drink what, again? We may... we may presume that it is drinking alcohol, but it 
doesn’t necessarily mean that.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
[?] 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
We don’t know and if he was a [?] Nyy (yah’- yin) which is a shared word that could refer 
to grape juice or it could refer to intoxicating beverage. 
 
Now what did his younger son do?  Did his younger son spike the grape juice with drugs 
or ... or was he drinking an alcoholic wine?  It appears that he was intoxicated in some 
way.  It does appear that way. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
That is... some of the old commentators talk about that.  And that ... there is no definite 
proof, but I notice especially the older commentators are adamant about that. There was a 
sexual sin of some kind involved in this, not just the drunkenness and not just the 
nakedness, but there was... there could have been that involved and that is what is sad. 
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Now in Noah’s defense, as in Lot’s defense if there is any defense, did... no, we didn’t do 
it.  Did Lot’s daughters spike the grape juice or was he used to drinking intoxicating 
wine? They used that habit to take advantage of him and to get what they want. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
I don’t believe we even know or [?]  can be just wicked. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
I am not sure, the only slide you give to Noah is after the flood things were a little 
different. I don’t know, but it appears that both were drunk, drunk as skunks. Yes. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
[?] the only one I would give a chance, a little slack in that would be Noah for that very 
reason. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Yeah. Lot had no excuse.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Or fermentation could not take place above 75 degrees. And he now is in a location 
where fermentation does take place and what had... what [?] grape juice now has become 
intoxicating and he is not aware of that. That is a possibility.   
 
[multiple voices] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Another question. Yes, Barbara.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Very good. I don’t always have the answers, but anyhow. That is one I left out. I intended 
to put that in, but I didn’t. I will have to add that later on as a reason why we may choose 
to abstain from alcoholic beverages. It is so we can serve God more effectively. Certainly 
in the case of Samson although he violated God’s laws in other areas he was not 
supposed to touch anything to do... he was to have nothing to do with the grape vine at 
all. I think no raisins, no grapes, not even grape juice, let alone intoxicating grape juice, 
none of that. No.   
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It is interesting when... when Samson had a great victory over the Philistines one of his 
first victories, he was thirsty. Did God give him grape juice or wine, intoxicating? No.  
Water came out of that jawbone and God [?] just a little side light there. 
 
I think a good analogy, if we are serious about serving God, maybe we should stay away 
from [?]. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Right. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Dan you mentioned this morning in the morning service the [?]. In answer to Maryanne’s 
question so we drink [?]Adam and also Joanna’s question. Should we just drink in 
moderation?  What is the [?] mean?  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
The [?] the verb means to be wine free and there are five commands to believers in 
general to essentially abstain from wine or to be wine free. Now the words are used often 
translated be sober, literally. That is don’t be intoxicated. And the only way to not ever be 
intoxicated is not ever take that first sip, actually. And that is an excellent question. 
 
The adjectives [?] again, similar word, free from wine, wine free are applied to both the 
wives, probably of the deacons and or the pastor and also it applied to the bishop, elder, 
pastor individual and to older men. They were to be wine free as well. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
And people in general. 
 
[multiple voices] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
The verse applied to people in general, all of them. Yes.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Other questions as we are winding down.  Yes, [?] another one.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
They did. Definitely wine and strong drink both were fermented beverages, but they 
weren’t distilled beverages. As far as we know distillation was not discovered until the 
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Middle Ages by a fellow whose first name was Al who called this stuff alcohol. –cohol is 
a poison. He named it a poison in his own language.   
 
So he looks at strong drink... let me put it this way. Wycliffe on several occasions in his 
New Testament translation, and he translated the Latin, but the Latin word and the Greek 
word and the Hebrew word are almost identical, slight differences in orthography or letter 
formations because they use different alphabets, but he translated the word for strong 
drink “cider.”  
 
Let me just sit with this for a few moments. I didn’t look up cider. I could present that. 
We know that cider today has narrowed in its meaning but at one time cider, same with 
eth word “wine” had a broader meaning.  Wine referred to any liquid from the grape vine.  
Cider at one time referred to any liquid from some fruit or vegetable that was not a grape.  
Now cider is narrowed to... generally when we think of apple cider, but it could be sweet 
or hard, couldn’t it? There is pear cider. There are other kind of ciders, but we think 
usually of apple cider, but that is the narrowest that it gets. And one time we had a broad 
meaning and the word [?] or rkv (shay-kawr’), whether it is Latin or Greek or Hebrew, 
those related words had the same meaning. The liquid from anything besides a grape, 
vegetable, liquid or fruit liquid. 
 
Very commonly it was pine, a pine liquid, not pine. Palm, palm, from the palm tree 
which is extremely sweet when first extracted, but it fermented very quickly [?] and so 
strong drink was probably even modern scholars say it was probably not any stronger 
than the wine they drank, but it was just from a different source, a different vegetable or 
fruit.  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
All right, questions?  [?] we are almost finished. Any more questions from our audience 
here before we sum.  
 
All right, Dan [?] 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Ok.  I believe it says use a little wine for your stomach’s sake and your often infirmity. 
Notice it doesn’t say drink a little wine.  Big difference. Use. 
 
Let me back up a little bit.  Essentially, I can’t quote it exactly, but Paul was saying he 
was giving permission to Timothy to stop being an exclusive water drinker.  He drank 
only water. He was very meticulous about that.  And Paul was giving him permission, 
perhaps after consulting with Dr. Luke who was the beloved physician who certainly was 
an associate of Paul’s for a number of years.  Certainly Luke, the beloved physician was 
not [?] doctor. He was... oh, never mind.  He was probably of the Hippocratic.  You have 
heard of the Hippocratic oath? The doctors of that day were more like [?] doctors, more 
like [?] more like using food. In fact, if I were... food should be your medicine. Your 
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medicine should be your food. What we eat is what should heal us and cure us.  In fact 
the ancient Greeks and those who were Christians had the right idea. God or in their case 
the gods created us and we would say the one true God made our bodies. He knows how 
they work best.  Our job is to give our bodies what they need that our bodies will heal 
themselves through God’s power.  That is, I think, a proper view. 
 
Luke was more of that school. Hippocrates who may have been one of the persons that 
Dr. Luke read about and was his... someone who he followed, Hippocrates we know had 
several you might say homeopathic or herbal remedies that would help people and one of 
them included taking sweet wine [?] intoxicating wine and diluting it a great deal say 30 
times it normal strength and using that, especially with stomach ailments. The worst thing 
to give someone stomach trouble would be alcoholic wine.  
 
Someone earlier this afternoon said that when they drank before God saved them many 
years ago they liked to drink, I think it was whiskey and milk or something like that. And 
I asked why the milk.  It coats the stomach because one thing that is the worst thing in the 
world for your stomach is alcohol. It irritates all the delicate linings of our body, the 
nerves, the stomach, the linings, the mucous membranes. And the worst thing, the worst 
thing, in fact, this is actually mentioned in the ancient writings. The worst thing would be 
alcoholic wine, the kind of wine that was probably was recommended was, first of all, 
non alcoholic.  Secondly, it is highly dilute and, thirdly, it was not drunken, it was used 
medicinally as part of the dietary program to help maybe him with his stomach ailments. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Could that use be some grape juice instead of... 
 
[multiple voices] 
 
It could have been grape juice. It could... he wasn’t to drink. He was to use it. Perhaps to 
augment his water drinking. Maybe he was lacking something grapes had.  [?] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
One more question to add. Go ahead. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Yes. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
I know. My wife and I just bought some at half price. It is ... I was going to bring the 
bottles in [?] they look just like wine bottles, but it says non alcoholic it is just simply 
carbonated. It is a carbonated grape juice and it tastes delicious.   
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[off mic voice] 
 
That is right. If you want to drink wine instead drink carbonated grape juice. It has got 
the tiny bubbles, you know.  In fact, by the way, that is where soft drinks got the bubbles. 
The wanted to imitate the bubbling of the wine.  
 
[off mic voice] 
 
I don’t know. I don’t know. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
I don’t think they did. They... they had the carbonation. I think the carbonation came 
from the alcohol fermentation. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
[?] and we will almost close. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
I have heard that vinegar is not alcoholic. It is vinegar. What normally happens is you go 
from freshly stomped grape juice to fermented grape juice to very quickly in a hot 
climate to vinegar.  That sounds like that would make sense. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Rob [?] in Chicago. What do you got , Rob? 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
Ok, thanks a lot, Rob. I appreciate your call.  God bless. 
 
[off mic voice] 
 
[?] drunk and [?] for years and years and years and the Lord delivered him from it so a 
brief comment and we will close for prayer. I want to have Dick Carroll close in prayer at 
the end.   
 
Just... just [?] quick comment. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
I think we got the answer to Dan’s question [?] 75 degrees are the ideal fermenting 
temperatures. If you get too hot, too cold fermentation doesn’t work and you are stuck 
with grape juice. 
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Change of Voice: 
 
All right. Thank you very much for coming, Don.  I appreciate it and we are glad that you 
all came, too, and asked the questions. 
 
Brother Dick, would you close in a word of prayer, if you would, please, sir? 
 
[off mic voice] 


