
The Need For Emphatic Emphasis - John 10:9-11 9-5-21
The emphaticness of emphasizing who the true Jesus is and what He has done in His 

purpose and accomplishment according to the Word of God can never be overstated enough. 
Why can it never be overstated enough? It is precisely because of what we talked about last week 
where there are many “leaders” who change the nature of Christianity itself by their own 
opinions and then deceive many sheep. Along with this is the great need to be clear on these 
points, because there are many other sheep who lull themselves to sleep in a pattern of just going 
through the motions finding a false sense of security in their outward religious actions. Often 
these instances bring up the need for emphatic emphasis, especially when it comes to the two 
themes that we talked about way back when we started this series where the two themes running 
through this Gospel are the person of Jesus and salvation by grace alone in light of our spiritual 
death, which opens up the work of Jesus. These two themes have come up constantly as we’ve 
seen a lot of situations play out. In this time where people were ready for the Messiah to come 
and they were looking for Him, but in their religiosity and distortion of God’s word, they rejected 
Jesus. So in this rejection we have to notice something that I just eluded to a second ago. During 
this time there were two forms of externally righteous people who ultimately trusted in 
themselves. There were the Pharisees and all the other more overt religious people who seemed 
to have a higher level of zeal, energy in the things of religion. But then there were also those who 
were religious for sure, but seemed to go through the motions where their beliefs didn’t really 
line up with their behavior, which is pictured in this blind man’s parents. They were a part of the 
synagogue and just cruised along until a crisis came where we saw them go one way and their 
son go the other way. And what was it that brought about this crisis for all these people involved? 
It was the truth about Jesus. 

We are in a very similar situation today that makes what we talked about last Sunday so 
crucial. The emphaticness of the imputed righteousness of Christ in who He is and what He has 
done that is explained in the gospel must be emphasized in our Anti-Christian era that we are in, 
because of what Jesus says, that when His sheep hear His voice they follow Him. They will not 
follow a stranger, but will flee from them. How is the voice of Christ heard today? It is through 
the proclamation and explanation of God’s truth, which He has revealed in Scripture, His truth, 
not our spin on it. And that is precisely the fight. There are many who spin God’s truth into 
something it is not. 

There are many progressive pushes today that end up denying the Trinity where Jesus is 
really just a manifestation of God or a mode of God or a different role that God plays like one 
actor putting on different masks in a play. In doing this they deny the three persons of the Trinity 
in being three separate persons, yet one in being. They deny the co-existence of each person of 
the Trinity. When this is done inevitably Jesus is changed. In doing this Jesus is turned into a 
moral example to follow, because combined with that distortion of the Trinity, at the same time, 
they deny the extent of original sin. So according to many today we are all on a journey of 
growing and becoming, so that we can sincerely be the best we can be and in that we ought to 
follow Jesus’ moral example in order to get into heaven. 

Another popular progressive push comes from a rejection that Jesus’ death was 
orchestrated by His Father and it was to pay our penalty and punishment for our sin against the 
law for its legal demand on us. We violated the law, so punishment is death, so in order for us to 
be freed and righteous God had to punish His Son. Many today think, to believe that about Jesus’ 



death is to say that Jesus’ death was a form of cosmic child abuse. While trying to elevate an idea 
of love, they completely reject the wrath of a holy God upon sin and the necessity of God’s 
justice upon Jesus. When they do this they redefine the biblical testimony of the atonement of 
Jesus and therefore distort love. This is a very dangerous imbalance that leads to changing 
Christianity. Like the other example I just gave, this too turns Jesus into a moral example for us 
to follow, to be loving and forgiving to others the best we can. If we put in the effort then 
supposedly God will be pleased with what we do. Going along with this particular distortion is 
another distortion, which is essentially a rejection of a literal hell. When this happens then many 
believe that everyone will be fine in the end. 

Playing right along with that is another progressive push that leads into an inclusiveness 
that makes the gates of heaven wide open for anyone no matter if they believe Jesus to be the 
Son of God or not or no matter if they believe Jesus is the Savior from sin. Anybody can take the 
teachings of Jesus seriously and they’ll be fine in the end, which is a horrible lie. 

Another happy sibling of these dangerous falsehoods that many professing Christians are 
buying into is the notion that you can get your fire insurance if you just accept Jesus as Savior 
only. He doesn’t need to be Lord of your life and He especially doesn’t become that when you 
are saved. So under this deception many believers can actually become unbelievers, can change 
their belief in Jesus to not believe in Him anymore at some point during their life, and they are 
still ok, they will still be in heaven. Dietrich Bonhoeffer fought against this dangerous teaching 
of cheap grace back in his day and we are still needing to fight against it today. 

I say all that to make it clear that we must emphatically emphasize who the true Jesus is 
and what He has done in His purpose and accomplishment as a Substitute for sinners and this 
must be done according to the Word of God alone. Here in this passage we see the Word Himself 
doing this exact thing. As we spend time on this today we will go verse by verse under the 
headings, 1) v. 9 I, I am the door (the necessary entrance for deliverance), 2) v. 10 I came (so 
that), 3) v. 11 I, I am the good shepherd (from deliverance into life). 

In the day of self-righteous fanatics and sleepwalkers Jesus declares who He is 
repeatedly. He does this through illustrations and parables and through clear explanations and 
responses. Often He does this with an emphasis that focuses in on who He is, the Messiah that 
has come. True to each “I am” statement in the Gospel of John and in other places Jesus says 
something that we need to be aware of. But we are not going to be aware of this if we do not 
look into the original language it was written in. Though this seems scary to us, it shouldn’t be. 
There are easy resources to help us study these original languages. And you don’t need to be 
fluent in the language to see how this magnifies the beauty of God’s truth. Did you know that 
God worked through the Greek language to bring salvation to Martin Luther? In his study of 
Romans 1:16-17 Luther was stuck on a word, justice/righteousness. When he came to study the 
word’s meaning in the original Greek God brought him to understand what the justice/
righteousness of God in Christ meant. And Luther said that it was like the doors of heaven 
opened up and he was made new. So what are we pointing out here? What are the first two words 
in verse 9 and verse 11? They are, “I am” in our translations, right? In the Greek it is, “I, I am.” 
The words used in their construction emphasize the “I” by repeating it. Jesus says, “I, I am the 
door. I, I am the good shepherd.” You see what He is doing here? He is emphatically 
emphasizing who He is, which then inseparably emphasizes the purpose for why He came in 
what He does. He does this to separate Himself as THE Messiah as if He has a blinking neon 



sign above Him pointing down at Him saying, “THE Messiah.” 
In this emphasis Jesus says, “I, I am THE door.” This does not mean that He is THE door, 

but what is meant by door is up to you. It’s not as if you can believe that, yes belief in Jesus is 
the way of salvation, but you can believe He is just another created being, and I can believe He is 
a moral example that I ought to follow, and someone else can believe that He was not actually 
human, but just appeared to be, and we are all correct and will find our way to heaven. By doing 
this the other distortion is achieved as well in that people just make Jesus to be A door. 
According to many, everyone will get to “heaven” somehow, so He is essentially one door of 
many that go to the same place. But the true flock of God believe otherwise and when the truth 
of Jesus is heard, they follow Him. Notice that I said, “when the truth of Jesus is heard.” It is 
what He has said about Himself. It is to be what He means. If it is not what He means then it is 
not Him. This is why everyone ought to be confronted and tested by the truth of what God has 
revealed in His intended meaning, when it comes to what doctrines make up the gospel message 
about the grace of God in Jesus and therefore testing our beliefs and behaviors. 

He says He is the door and immediately He connects it to what He does. He is the means 
by which there is entrance into the sheepfold. He is the only way by which people come to be 
saved and added to the flock of God as His sheep. He says, “If anyone enters by me he will be 
saved.” “By me” is an important statement. It literally means by, through, or because of in a 
possessive sense. Think about the meaning of that statement. In the context of what is said in this 
chapter 10 where Jesus says He calls His sheep by name, that He lays down His life for the 
sheep, that He knows His sheep and His sheep know Him, that those who are not believing that 
He is talking to are not among His sheep, and that God the Father has given His sheep to Jesus, 
when that is all taken with this statement, “if anyone enters by me” Jesus is describing what the 
theological term “limited or particular atonement” means. He died for specific people, the 
specific people that God gave to Him before time began. Picture this with me. Go to John 
6:38-40, John 17:20-24, and John 10:25-29. So God has given certain people to Jesus purely, 
because He is gracious and has chosen to be merciful instead of being just only. And since Jesus 
is the door then think about this statement, “If anyone enters by me.” What happens to all those 
who enter by Him, by His work? They will be saved, which means, everyone that God gave 
Jesus enter by Jesus by His work for them specifically, all of them, every single one of them, 
guaranteed. None will be lost. None will perish. In Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection God’s elect 
come through Jesus by His substitutionary atonement to salvation. But an objection can still be 
heard. “Well, but doesn’t it say, ‘anyone?’” It does, but in our individualistic self-centered beliefs 
that come natural to us we think this “anyone” automatically means that the choice is up to 
anyone, but this is just speaking categorically where anyone who enters by Jesus will be saved as 
opposed to anyone who does not enter by Him. This is clear when we actually take God at His 
word in context. This is the first and primary meaning of this statement.  

What also must be recognized is how someone actually comes to be saved by Jesus 
during their physical life. We know that the wrath and judgment of God must be satisfied and 
taken away from someone in order for them to be forgiven and justified. No one enters this 
physical life saved already. It’s not like if Jesus died for them then they are automatically saved 
as soon as they are conceived or breathe their first breath of air. They have to be saved at some 
point during their life. So how does this happen? We’ve talked about this many times that 
salvation in Jesus is lifted up, explained, in the gospel message and as He calls His sheep to 



Himself for salvation through that gospel, every one of them that His Father gave Him will come 
to be saved, every one of them. In that gospel proclamation He could be said to be a door as well, 
because there is perfect unity in the work of redemption where what was actually accomplished 
in the literal life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is in perfect connection with the application of 
that work of Jesus where, by the Holy Spirit, that eternal life secured by Jesus is given to that 
sinner who is saved by God’s grace during their life, through that gospel. This then demands that 
the explanation of the gospel is according to what God says it is in His word. If it is not the true 
gospel according to God then it is not the correct door, but some other door that doesn’t produce 
salvation. If Jesus is not offered up in the gospel according to the truth of God then someone else 
is lifted up, someone who doesn’t save. Why does this not produce salvation? Because in one 
way or another it changes the person and/or work of Jesus in His purpose and accomplishment, 
which is not a message that God works through. 

So those who enter by Jesus, they will be saved. This is what He expands on more in 
verse 10 where He says why He came. He came, so that they, His sheep, may have life. The first 
part of this is that His sheep that God has given Him will be given life. He came, because we 
need life. Without Him we have no life. We need to be given life by Jesus. What does that mean? 
Does that mean that we can get baptized as an infant and then we are made born again by that 
action, so how we come to life is by what we do and then when we come to life we have to keep 
up with our traditions and sacraments and good works to stay saved? No, that is a denial of the 
gospel and what salvation is according to God. What about this, do we have a little spark of life 
in all of us to choose Jesus from our own free will, which means we actually do have some 
spiritual life in us before salvation? No, that is a denial of the extent of original sin according to 
God. Without salvation imparted to us by the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit in replacing our 
heart of stone with a heart of flesh and then producing saving faith within us as we hear the word 
of Christ, without this we have no life. We need life. This life includes being saved, being 
delivered from the power of our sin, being rescued from the judgment of God, and being 
redeemed where we are bought back by Christ and brought back by Christ to God in 
reconciliation. This is the starting point of spiritual life. 

Once we have been made alive and this salvation is ours, then we have life abundant, we 
go in and out and find pasture, we have Jesus as our Shepherd. This is where the saving grace of 
God leads to and this is what Jesus progresses to in explaining who He is and why He came. He 
says in verse 11, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
He is not only the door into eternal life, but He is the good shepherd who lays down His life for 
His sheep. What does that include?

What it really includes, as we will see later on, is His work as a Substitute, especially in 
His death as He lays down His own life, which then He takes back up again in His resurrection. 
He does this as a Shepherd, so that His sheep can have life. But He is the only one who can stand 
in this place. The exclusiveness of this statement is to be emphatic like the rest of what we’ve 
talked about, because He lives in a day where people believe that they have life in them and a 
righteousness of their own that’s within themselves. It’s the same in our day. But we must come 
to realize by the work of the Spirit that no one can be laid down, added in with Jesus to merit 
God’s forgiveness for you. No alter Christus, another Christ can forgive sin whether he be a 
pastor, priest, bishop. No Mary, saint, tradition, sacrament, good work can aid in bringing you 
forgiveness with God. No trying hard in all sincerity with Jesus as your co-pilot can be laid down 



with Jesus in order for you to have life and peace with God. Jesus and Jesus alone is to be laid up 
on the altar before God otherwise it is sin paying for sin, which is every one of those scenarios I 
just mentioned. If any other human or any human effort has a part in forgiving sin, then salvation 
can’t happen. Only sinlessness can pay for sin in its penalty and punishment. This is how He is 
seen as a Shepherd. He gives up His life for His sheep. He is willing to die for them, so that they 
may live. 

Highlighting this exclusive sinlessness He sets Himself apart from everyone else as the 
“good” Shepherd. By nature, no one else compares to Him. All humans are not good, not even 
one. And because we are not good with no life in us we cannot do anything good that would 
merit forgiveness and life. We are sheep who have gone astray, wandering aimlessly in our 
sinfulness, following our heart’s desires. We, who like to glory in ourselves by nature, are the 
exact opposite of Jesus who is glory Himself, the Lord of glory. His goodness is His glory as the 
Son of God. And His goodness in His saving work is on behalf of sinners. When Moses pleaded 
with God that He show Moses His glory in Exodus 33:18 God responded by saying, “I will make 
all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’” Jesus 
fulfills this expectation where He is the good Shepherd passing before us and He proclaims the 
purpose of His coming. He is the display of God’s glory and grace, in all, His goodness. In this 
description of good we must see how infinitely different Jesus is from any one of us and any 
other human that has ever lived, even His mother. We all are created beings with the total 
corruption of sin in our hearts, therefore no one is good as Paul says in Romans 3. And “no one is 
righteous, no not one.” And when we are physically living in that state of unrighteousness then 
we can do nothing that pleases God. This especially includes any attempt to be a type of religious 
leader, which is what He is confronting with these Pharisees. They think they are good. They 
think they are good shepherds. But Jesus says, no they are not. They are not shepherds nor are 
they good. They are actually thieves, robbers, strangers, hired hands, and wolves who only come 
to steal, kill, and destroy unsuspecting sheep. They are not good, nor can they lead and go before 
their sheep. 

But Jesus is the good Shepherd and inseparably coming out of who He is and what He 
has done in His saving work is how He leads and protects His own sheep into salvation and life, 
into the green pastures of life abundant. This is eternal life, which starts the moment a sinner is 
saved. And they can never lose that life. God is ultimately the one who works within them to 
keep them and to keep that life going. They stay in His hand, not by their own doing, but by His 
work within them. This is emphatically proclaimed in the 23rd Psalm, which is ultimately about 
Jesus. We must read it with Jesus and His sovereign grace as the filter through which we see 
salvation and the life of living out our salvation when we are in Christ. [Read Psalm 23]. 


