
Reminders of Redemptive Hope 

Ruth 2 

 

This morning we will be reading and studying Ruth 2.  The title of my message is Reminders of Redemptive 

Hope.  Every now and then Christians, not unlike their Old Testament counterparts, find themselves in 

desperate circumstances at least from a temporal perspective.  Trials and tragedies strike and knock us down, 

blur our vision, and obscure our position of hope, faith and confidence in God’s faithfulness to us. 

 

The book of Ruth, especially the 2
nd

 chapter, shines bright rays of hope into two widows’ dungeon of despair.  I 

hope to pull the shades and let that light stream in this morning from the pages of a book written long ago. 

 

Before we read Ruth 2, we should briefly review what we saw in Ruth 1 last week. 

 

Review:  

A woman named Naomi, a Jewish woman from the tribe of Judah and the town of Bethlehem, lived during the 

days of the judges, which were very dark days indeed between God and His people.  She found herself in what 

felt like to her a hopeless situation.  God was disciplining Israel with a famine and it forced Naomi and her 

husband, Elimelech, and her two sons to move away from the Promiseland to the land of Moab.  They were 

there for ten years and each of her sons wound up marrying a Moabite woman (Ruth and Orpah).  While in the 

land of Moab, another tragedy struck.  Her husband passed away.  Then both of her sons died too, leaving her 

aged and without sons to carry on the name and to provide for her future.   She was alone and believed the hand 

of God was against her. 

 

Hearing that the famine was over in Israel she determined to return.  She urged her daughter-in-laws to stay 

because she had no other sons who could assume their brothers’ responsibility.  Nonetheless, Ruth stayed by her 

side vowing never to abandon her and to embrace her people, her land and her God leaving her own parents and 

homeland behind.  Ruth’s decision was Naomi’s first ray of hope from God that He had not forgotten her.  But 

she was blind to this believing that God had withdrawn His kindness from her and His hand was against her.  

Thus she returned home with a mentality of despair and hopelessness. 

 

Now it seems that Naomi has forgotten about something very very important and significant.  The law had a 

provision in it called the kinsmen redeemer law.  In order for a man’s land to remain in a family line, and for his 

family to be cared for should he die without sons and without a brother to assume his family and land and carry 

on his name through his wife etc. the kinsmen redeemer law allowed for the next closest relative to assume this 

responsibility.  It could be a cousin, or uncle, or nephew etc.  They had rights to buy back any land that had 

been lost and assume with it the wife and children of the husband to whom it had belonged. 

 

Now let’s read Chapter 2. 

 

Significance of Boaz  to the Biblical Audience – Something I didn’t highlight last week was the original 

biblical audience and the time this story was written.  Turn to the last paragraph of the book, Ruth 4:18-22, 

which is a genealogy.  You’ll notice the lineage from Perez (son of Judah) down through to King David.  This 

tells us two very important things:   

 

1) We are dealing with the line of Abraham that carried the Messianic Seed of Christ Jesus. 

2) It tells us that the story was penned for Israel after it was apparent that David carried the Messianic line.  

(Revealed through Nathan late in David’s reign, which would have been during the pinnacle era of 

Israel’s faithfulness to God and strength as a nation.) 

 

This audience knew that the years of the judges were years of unfaithfulness and rampant evil when Israel did 

what was right in their own eyes and did not follow the covenant.  So the focus on Boaz, and God’s faithfulness 



to orchestrate him as the kinsmen redeemer for Ruth and Naomi and ultimately to David all depicts the 

faithfulness of God to providentially be providing and keeping alive the Messianic line for Israel while Israel 

was unfaithful to God. 

 

It reminded them of God’s unconditional faithfulness to His covenant with them during a very desperate time 

in their history. 

 

The book of Ruth is then a reminder of God’s unconditional faithfulness and redeeming love for Israel depicted 

through His leading of Naomi and Ruth to their kinsmen redeemer, Boaz.  So in a first reading of the book of 

Ruth, you might be thinking your reading the brewing of a love story between a man and woman.  And you are.  

But the primary love story that is brewing is not between Boaz and Ruth.   

 

It’s a love story between God and two desperate widows: one a Gentile and one Jew who did not see or feel a 

lot of hope.  But it’s also a love story between a faithful God and those whom God had set His heart to redeem.   

 

We all sometimes become blinded by our circumstances to the covenant faithfulness of God toward His people 

and toward sinful humanity and we need reminders that lift our hearts from despair to hope. 

So let’s fix our gaze on few reminders God is giving us concerning His unconditional faithfulness through the 

story of Ruth. 

Reminder #1: I am providentially at work in your life, whether you see it or not.  

By the end of Chapter 2, it is quite apparent that Ruth has proven to be the key that opened up the future for 

Naomi and that connects her to the Messianic line.  But when Ruth vowed to stay with her, Naomi couldn’t see 

God’s hand in it yet. 

Ruth 1:16  Ruth to Naomi: “For where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge.  Your people shall 

be my people, and your God my God.”   

But in Ruth 1:20 Naomi says to the women back home: “Don’t call me Naomi (pleasant); call me Mara 

(bitter) for the almighty has dealt bitterly with me.  I went out full but I came back empty…”  Did she come 

back empty?  No she came back with God’s providential connection to the Messianic line and the lineage of 

David.  She came back and there was a kinsmen redeemer alive and a good one.   

She was not empty but it sure looked and felt like it. 

Look at Ruth 2:3.  “(Ruth) happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz….”  Was that by 

accident?  I don’t think so.   

God was providentially at work in her life but she didn’t see it.   

God was providentially at work in Israel’s behalf.  But as a people they had no idea.  No one in Israel knew 

what God was up to in this event until several generations later; after David received the revelation through 

Nathan that he was the seed of Messiah. 

Now, I can tell you with certainty, my friend, that God is providentially at work in your life through the 

bitterness as well as through the blessings.  And if you will choose to believe that there is more going on than 

what you can see, then your hope will begin to soar.  Start looking for the rays of hope that God is shining on 

you.  Because they are there, even if bitter circumstances are blinding you to them.   



Believe!  God is faithful!  And resoundingly through this book He was telling His people then and is now  You 

can Depend upon my faithfulness. 

Another Reminder God is giving us is this: 

Reminder #2:  Jesus Christ is my gracious gift for your redemption 

Ruth 2:1 (NASB)  Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of 

Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. (Qualified and Able) 

 

Ruth 2:3 (NASB)  So she departed and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she happened to 

come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. (Divinely guided) 

 

Ruth 2:20 (NASB)  And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "May he be blessed of the LORD who has not 

withdrawn his kindness to the living and to the dead." Again Naomi said to her, "The man is our relative, he is 

one of our closest relatives (redeemers)." (Divinely Revealed) 

 

By the end of Chapter 2 Naomi could see what was going on.  God was leading them providentially to their 

redeemer.  This is what Naomi can see.  But what can Israel in the time of David see? 

 

They can see that there was even more going on than that.  They can see God drawing near two desperate 

widows (one a Jew and one a Gentile) to the Messianic seed.   

 

For the contemporary Christian who knows the story of Jesus Christ we can see still more that God is saying. 

 

We can see in Boaz a “type” of Christ.  What Boaz was to these desperate widows Jesus Christ is to the 

desperate who are seeking and longing for hope in God.   

 

Boaz was one who was qualified to be their redeemer by lineage and he was able by wealth.  Jesus Christ is 

only person qualified and able to purchase the redemption of mankind and God providentially leads sinners to 

his gracious gift. 

 

If you care to see it, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is being declared during the time of the judges amidst Israel’s 

unfaithfulness and sin. 

 

Now I want to draw your attention to a very important question asked by Ruth in v. 10 

 

Ruth 2:10 (NASB)  Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground and said to him, "Why have I found favor 

in your sight that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?"  

 

Christian man or woman, we would all do well to ask God such a question in a similar demeanor such as that!  

Have you ever asked that question?  When you realize that you as a Gentile have been divinely and 

providentially led to the kindness of Jesus Christ do you shake your head in wonder?  Do you fall on your face 

in bewilderment?  That God has chosen by an act of his kindness to lead one such as me or you to His redeemer, 

the only one qualified and able to redeem me and bring me into the line Christ and an heir of God? 

 

Such thoughts are too wonderful to comprehend are they not? 

 

When the light has come on for us and we realize as Naomi and Ruth began to realize that indeed God has not 

withdrawn His kindness from us, but in fact our hardships in life serve a purpose for both His glory and great 

good, we should have nothing on our tongues but praise and thanks for all things.   



One more reminder from God comes from v. 12 

Reminder #3: I am your refuge in time of trouble  

This comes in Boaz’ response to Ruth’s question of bewilderment. 

Ruth 2:11-12 And Boaz answered and said to her, "All that you have done for your mother-in-law after the 

death of your husband has been fully reported to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the land 

of your birth, and came to a people that you did not previously know. 12"May the LORD reward your work, and 

your wages be full from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge." 

(NASB)   

 

Boaz seems to indicate that his response and treatment of her is because she has come to seek refuge in the God 

of Israel.  This Moabite woman in bereavement of her husband left her homeland, left her family, and came to a 

people and a God she didn’t know, seeking refuge.  And God responded with directing her to a kinsmen 

redeemer and more importantly to the Messianic line. 

Seeking refuge in God is an act of faith on the part of a gentile.  And God responds with kindness and 

compassion still today. 

Many in this room have come to God seeking refuge and He points them to His son through the message of the 

Gospel.  Many of you came to church service knowing something was missing in your life and seeking an 

answer from God.  God pointed you to His gracious Redeemer. 

Anyone who turns to God in time of trouble finds Him to be their refuge. 

Turn in your bibles to the 46
th

 Psalm and let’s read there. 

 

Conclusion:  

Are you at a place of desperation?  If so, it may well be providentially so.  Many would never seek refuge in 

God without tasting of the bitterness of life; without being touched by the pain of a fallen world; without being 

battered by the storms.  God is gracious to providentially bring us to the brink so that we will lift our eyes to 

Him seeking refuge.  And to Christ, our Redeemer, He points us.  For Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.  

No man comes to the father except through Him.   

By faith in Jesus Christ we come into the shelter of God, the comfort of the Holy Spirit, the security of eternity 

in heaven, and fellowship of kindred hearts sprinkled clean by the grace of God.  If this were all we were given 

it would be enough.  But alas, we receive grace upon grace upon grace.  Not without trials and tribulations but 

never lacking the grace we need for each day moving forward. 

Have each of you come to the Lord , your refuge and redeemer?  If not come, come now.  Your redeemer 

draweth nigh… 

 

 

 



Reminders of Redemptive Hope 
Ruth 2 

 
Individual Preparation 

Ruth Chapter 2 begins with two very desperate widows having recently arrived 

back in the promised land.  Naomi, bereft of a husband and two sons has 

brought home her widowed daughter-in-law, a Moabite, and they have nothing.  

They arrived at harvest time, which was a good time because there was the 

opportunity for widows to follow behind harvesters and pick up what was 

missed.  Nonetheless, it’s a pretty bleak future that’s painted for Naomi and 

Ruth. But it didn’t stay that way for long.   

 

The end of Chapter 1 provides us a window into Naomi’s future outlook.  She 

sees herself as the recipient of bitter dealings by the hand of God; afflicted by 

the Almighty and out of His favor.  With her eyes she cannot see hope, but God 

indeed is up to something in her life. In time, His purposes will be revealed. 

 

Read Ruth Chapter 2 and note the key figure or hero of Chapter 2.   

 

What is his name?  

 

Who is he?  

 

 

Where is he from?  

 

 

What is his connection to Naomi?  

 

 

What kind of a man is he?  

 

 

How does Ruth see him?   

 

 

How does Naomi see him? 

 

 
Sometimes things can look pretty bleak as we lift our eyes to the horizon.  But 

that doesn’t mean things are bleak.  An intervention of God may be just around 

the corner.  God may be providentially leading you and the events of your life, 

even though they may taste bitter at the time.  We must remember that our God 

is faithful, and we must learn that He is good and working all things together for 

the good of them that love Him and are called according to His purpose. 

(Romans 8:28) 



Small Group Interaction 
 

Icebreaker: Describe a time in your life when things looked bleak but 

eventually took a turn for the better. 

 

Prayer Exercise: Think of someone either in your group or someone your 

group is aware of that is tasting bitter circumstances and needs prayer to see 

through the present with eyes of faith.  Spend time praying for them to believe 

that God is providentially at work in their life. 

 

Scripture Exercise:  Read Ruth 2 all the way.  Have various group members 

read 3-4 verses. 

 

 

Old Testament Word Study: Redeemer – In the Mosaic covenant the closest of 

kin had a responsibility to act in behalf of a heirless widow.  They were to 

purchase back for them any land lost, marry them and raise up a child in the 

name of the deceased in order that the land would stay in the family.  The term 

kinsmen or close relative were synonymous with redeemer.  Sometimes the 

Hebrew word for close relative would be translated kinsmen-redeemer. 

 

 

 

Q1: Based on the editorial comments of Verses 1-3, what do you see God doing 

that Naomi didn’t prior to Ruth coming home from the fields? 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2: Go back and read Ruth 1:20.  Why do you think Naomi can’t see what God 

is up to prior to the conversation with Ruth about Boaz?  

 

 

 

 

 

Q3: What did Naomi see God was up to once Ruth came back from her first day 

working in the fields of Boaz? V.20 

 

 

 



Q4: When we encounter life trials which mindset are you more likely to have, 

and why? 

a) God must be up to something good. 

b) God must have forgotten me. 

c) There must be no God. 

 

 

 

 

Q5: Make a list of challenges you’ve experienced throughout your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q6: Scripture Exercise: Read Romans 8:28 and discuss 

1) How this truth is similar to what you see in Ruth 1-2. 

2) How this verse tells us we should view the list above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Exercise: Give praise for God’s providential work in your life and the 

way He turns challenges and trials into blessings. 

 


