
Revelation 12 – The Reason  

(August 17, 2017) 
 

 
Third Pause:   Begins with Revelation 12 continuing through Revelation 14.  This begins another 

parenthesis and explanation part of Revelation that discusses seven symbolic persons of the 
Tribulation. These seven symbolic persons of 12:1-14:20 are: 

 The woman who represents the nation Israel (Revelation 12:1-27) 

 The great red dragon, a picture of satan (Revelation 12:3-4 

 The male child, the Lord Jesus (Revelation 12:5) 

 Michael who represents the holy angels (Revelation 12:7) 

 The remnant of the woman, regenerate Israel (Revelation 12:17) 

 The beast out of the sea, the world dictator (Revelation 13:1-10) 

 The beast out of the earth, the false prophet and religious leader of the world (Revelation 

12:11-17) 

Previous Pauses:    The first pause was between the sixth and seventh seal with two visions.  

Revelation 7:1-8  was the vision of the 144,000 of the tribes and Revelation 7:11-17  was of the 
martyred before the throne in white robes.  The second pause is between the sixth and seventh 
trumpet with two visions.  Revelation 10:1-11  is the vision of the mighty angel and Revelation 
11:1-14   is the vision of the two witnesses. The third pause is between the seventh trumpet in 
Revelation 11:15 and the first bowl judgment in Revelation 15:1. 

The Symbolic Woman & Child: 
Revelation 12:1-2     And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, 
and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:  2 And she being with child 
cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.     

 Symbolic women of Revelation:    
(1)   Revelation 2:20   Jezebel, the prophetess in the church of Thyatira, and who stands for 
false teachers within the church in the church age 
(2)   Revelation 17:4   The harlot, the false religious system of the last days 
(3)   Revelation 19:7    The bride, the true church, prepared for marriage 

             (4)    Revelation 12:1    The woman, symbolic of the nation Israel 

 The woman:   is “clothed with the sun”, has “the moon under her feet” and has “upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars”.  She is “with child” and in verse 12:4 “was ready to be 
delivered”.  In verse 12:5 we are told about her child “she brought forth a man child (Israel & 
Jesus), who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, 
and to his throne”   In verse 12:6 the woman “fled into the wilderness” 

 Who Is the woman with the sun, the moon and twelve stars:     Genesis 37:9-10 (parenthesis 
added)   And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have 
dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun (Jacob) and the moon (Rachael) and the eleven 
stars (Tribes) made obeisance to me.  10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and 
his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I 
and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee (Joseph a 
symbolic Jesus) to the earth? 

 Israel as the wife of God:   Isaiah 54:5,6  Jeremiah 3:6,8; 31:32  Ezekiel 16:32  Hosea 2:16 
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Another wonder and the reason: 
Revelation 12:3-4    And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, 
having seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns upon his heads.  4 And his tail drew the third 
part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman 
which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 

 The wonder:   Is great (symbolic of the power), is red (symbolic of blood thirsty), with seven 
heads, ten horns and seven crowns 

 The reason:   Took a third of the stars of heaven to earth, stands before the woman to devour 
her child 

 The identity:   Revelation 12:9 and Revelation 20:2 clearly identifies the dragon as the “old 
serpent” 

 The description:   Seven heads (seven mountains), ten horns (ten kings) and seven crowns 
(seven kings) – Fully described in Revelation 13 & Revelation 17  

Israel Is Protected: 
Revelation 12:5-6   And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: 
and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.  6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, 
where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days.   

 The man child:   Rules all nations with an iron rod (Psalms 2:8-9;  Revelation 2:27;  Revelation 
19:15), caught up to God and his throne (Acts 2:34   For David is not ascended into the heavens: 
but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,) 

 Protection for Israel:   The woman flees to safety is the wilderness and is fed for 1260 days 

 Isaiah 26:20-21   Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors 
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.  
21 For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 

 Matthew 24:15-16   When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)  16 
Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:  17 Let him which is on the 
housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:  18 Neither let him which is in 
the field return back to take his clothes.  19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to 
them that give suck in those days!  20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, 
neither on the sabbath day:  21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

 More about protection in Revelation 12:10-17 

War In Heaven: 
Revelation 12:7-9   And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; 
and the dragon fought and his angels,  8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in 
heaven.  9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  

 Michael:  Protector of Israel in Daniel 10, probable the “strong angel” of Revelation 5:2 and the 
“mighty angel” of Revelation 10:1 

 The place found for the dragon:   Not anymore in heaven (first, second, third heaven) – only on 
the earth 

 No longer the price of the air:  now, only a deceiver and accuser (verse 10) 
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Overcoming: 
Revelation 12:10-12   And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God day and night.  11 And they overcame him by the blood 
of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.  12 
Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of 
the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time.   

 Possible the loud voice is the martyred of Revelation 6:10 

 Again we are moving from the “last days” to “the end” 

 Another stage of the defeat of satan – brings salvation, strength, the kingdom of God and the 
power of Christ 

 The deceiver/accuser is cast to the earth – no more access to heaven 

 Overcoming is by: “ Blood of the Lamb” (believe) --  “word of their testimony”  (lips and lives) 
“they loved not their lives unto the death” (faithful unto death/lay down our lives) – compare 
to  Revelation 6:9   And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

 Warning to the earth:   “devil is come down”  “having great wrath”   “but a short time”   

Dragon Persecutes Israel and the remnant:   
Revelation 12:12-17    And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the 
woman which brought forth the man child.  14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great 
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and 
times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.  15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water 
as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood.  16 And the 
earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the 
dragon cast out of his mouth.  17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war 
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. 

 Persecution increases:  Against the woman/Israel and the remnant of her seed 

 Two wings:   Protection is provided in the wilderness where she is nourished  

 This protection is noted:  Exodus 19:4   Deuteronomy 32.11 

 Short time:   Short time of verse 12 is  “a time, and times, and half a time” – 31/2 years 

 Serpent tries to flood:  “the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman” 

 But protection:   “earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood” 

 Dragon is even madder:   “the dragon was wroth with the woman” – “went to make war with 
the remnant of her seed” 

 Ability of the dragon:    Job 40:15   Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth 
grass as an ox.      Job 40:23   Behold, he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not: he trusteth that 
he can draw up Jordan into his mouth. 

 Another instance of river protection:     Exodus 15:9-13   The enemy said, I will pursue, I will 
overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my 
hand shall destroy them.  10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank 
as lead in the mighty waters.  11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like 
thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?  12 Thou stretchedst out thy 
right hand, the earth swallowed them.  13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which 
thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 


