
 

 
Ministry of the word 

Volume 16 Issue 35          September 17, 2017 
 
A Manifesto on Church Membership 
 
According to Merriam-Webster, a manifesto is “a written statement declaring publicly the 
intentions, motives, or views of its issuer.” (Merriam-Webster, 2017) In a theological context, a 
manifesto is a creed or a doctrinal statement. 
 
We are looking a manifesto on the responsibility associated with being in a Covenant 
Community- which we call a church.   
 
When God created the world, He entered into a relationship with man- a relationship based on 
promise.  We call this relationship, a covenant, specifically here the Covenant of Works.   
Now we know that Adam, and all mankind in him, violated this covenant and therefore died.  
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Yet God in His grace deigned to save a people unto Himself, and so He established another 
covenant, the Covenant of Grace, which is the focus and theme of Genesis 3:15 all the way to 
Revelation! 
 
When we come to the Abrahamic era of the Covenant of Grace, we note that God confined His 
redemptive program to a person and so a family.  By restricting His redeeming grace to 
Abraham, it was God’s intention to save a world. 
 

Genesis 17:1, 7, “Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to 
Abram and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless…  And I 
will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
descendants after you.” 

 
Understand, this was a defining act in God’s redemptive program by which He deigned 
normatively to work through a people, a gathering, a corporate body to bring the gospel 
message to the world.  Now, the word used in the Old Testament for this people is ָקַהל 
(qahal) which is translated as “a gathering” or “an assembly.”  The word in the New 
Testament for this people is ἐκκλησία (ekklēsia) which is translated as “called out ones.”  
Either one is descriptive of the body God created in order to redeem His people from their sin! 
 
Accordingly, the Bible speaks very little of the “individual.”  And when it does, it almost 
universally pictures the individual as he/she is related to the covenant community, the 
“household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).  And so we read in Scripture such passages as Jeremiah 
22.  Jeremiah exhorted Jehoiakim who thought being a king meant living in splendor, being 
powerful, and issuing commands; speaking of Josiah his father who incidentally was a great 
king, “‘He pled the cause of the afflicted and needy; then it was well.  Is not that what it 
means to know Me?’ declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 22:16). 
 
We read of the essence of genuine religion, “This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of 
our God and Father, to visit [which means to care for and so encourage] orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world” (James 1:27).  This command is 
NOT given to those in leadership, BUT the entire church body, which means this is a 
commentary on the body life of the church.  So, when is it that Christianity is at its best? 
When the weak and hurting in a body are cared for! 
 
On the Sunday prior to His crucifixion Jesus was approached by a lawyer who said, “‘Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the Law?’ And He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” This is the great 
and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets’” (Matthew 22:36-40).  
Did you get that? Christianity, the Bible could be summarized with two simple statements, 
“Love God!” and “Love others!” 
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All this is to say that if you have been saved by the blood of the Lamb, God has placed you in a 
body/a church NOT to be ministered to, BUT to spend your life encouraging, equipping, and 
building others up. Speaking of spiritual giftings, Paul wrote this: 
 

1 Corinthians 12:7, “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.”- all that God has given you by way of gifting is NOT for yourself, BUT for 
the body! 

 
Peter wrote: 
 

1 Peter 4:10, “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, 
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 
 

We see it in the design behind church leadership, God appoints church leaders, 
 

Ephesians 4:12, “For the equipping of the saints [UNTO] the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of Christ.” 

 
Truly salvation brings with it the obligation to minister to and so to encourage the body of 
Christ for the work of service! This necessarily brings with it many responsibilities when it 
comes to each other- responsibilities which are detailed in the passage at which we are looking! 
 
Thus far in Ezekiel we have consider the first four sections of this prophecy: 
 

• The Call and Commissioning of the Servant of God, Ezekiel 1-4.   
• The nature and purpose of God’s Disciplining Grace in the lives of His people, Ezekiel 5-

11.   
• The Cause of God’s disciplining grace when it comes to His people, Ezekiel 12-24. 
• God’s Judgments against the Secular Nations surrounding Israel, Ezekiel 25-32. 

 
The fifth section, Ezekiel 33-37, contains a series of messages given to the people of God in exile 
AT THE TIME OF THE FALL OF JERUSALEM, and so the fall of the nation.  Accordingly, the 
section is directed to the people of God NOT as they existed as a nation, BUT as a family/a 
clan/a covenant community.  As such, the focus of this section is pastoral in nature as we see: 
 

• The Call of the Watchman (which as well see is the call of the Churchman), Ezekiel 33:1-
20. 

• An Exhortation unto Genuine Faith and Trust in God, Ezekiel 33:21-33. 
• A Rebuke of the False Shepherds of Israel, Ezekiel 34. 
• A Rebuke of a False Brother (Edom/Esau), Ezekiel 35. 
• The Promise of Corporate Renewal in the Midst of Suffering, Ezekiel 36. 
• The Promise of the Resurrection of God’s Humiliated People, Ezekiel 37. 
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John Taylor, speaking of this section, wrote this: 
 

…we are dealing here with a new phase in Ezekiel’s ministry, for which these links with 
his former ministry represent a kind of recommissioning.  During the period covered by 
the first twenty-four chapters of his book, his main concern was with Jerusalem as it was 
and as it had been.  From chapter 33 onwards, he is mainly interested in what it will 
be. (Taylor, 1981, pp. 208-209) 

 
In the next few chapters, we will examine the themes of this section, beginning with Ezekiel 
33:1-20 and what I have titled “A Manifesto on the Responsibility of Church Membership.”  
We begin with Ezekiel’s first point, the responsibility of a watchman. 
 

Ezekiel 33:1-6, “And the word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘Son of man, speak to the 
sons of your people, and say to them, “If I bring a sword upon a land, and the people of 
the land take one man from among them and make him their watchman; and he sees 
the sword coming upon the land, and he blows on the trumpet and warns the people, 
then he who hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, and a sword 
comes and takes him away, his blood will be on his own head.  He heard the sound of 
the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood will be on himself.  But had he taken 
warning, he would have delivered his life.  BUT if the watchman sees the sword coming 
and does NOT blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned, and a sword comes 
and takes a person from them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will 
require from the watchman’s hand.’” 

 
I am NOT going to spend much time explaining the ins and outs of this passage.  It’s pretty 
straightforward.  A generic land is threatened by a hostile people/nation.  Accordingly, in 
preparation the cities of that land each appoint one of their own to stand watch while the rest 
go about their business.  In this regard, consider some of the elements; first, the city here 
obviously was NOT a metropolis like Babylon or Rome.  At this time, upwards to ninety-eight 
percent of the cities of Palestine were small towns whose protection was secured NOT by a 
standing or professional army, BUT the cooperative effort of the community.  There would be 
a wall built around the city; this was essential.  And in times of imminent danger, the city 
would establish a rotating watch to stand vigilance over the city both day and night.  
 
Secondly, consider with me “the Watchman.”  In the case of a faithful watchman, when he 
sees the dust of a large army on the move, he will blow the trumpet and everyone outside the 
city (conducting business, playing, etc.) will make haste to seek shelter inside the city.  The 
hostile army will then come to the city and ninety-nine times out of one hundred, seeing that it 
is well fortified, pass it by in their quest for an easy victory.  But if the watchman is lazy, 
inattentive, or a traitor, the dust of an approaching army will be met with neglect and/or 
indifference.  In this case, those caught outside the city when the forces arrive would be 
slaughtered. 
 
Thirdly, in the case of the latter, who would be blamed for the death of those caught outside? 
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The watchman! In such a circumstance, there’d be an inquiry in which the watchman would be 
asked to give an account as to why he did NOT blow the trumpet.  If it was on account of 
neglect or laziness, the community probably would never forget that their loved ones and 
neighbors were dead on account of the watchman’s carelessness.  This would be a weight that 
would rest upon his shoulders for a long time.1 
 
On the other hand, if it was discovered that the watchman was a traitor/a spy, the community 
no doubt would put him to death for his treason. 
 
Finally, note that the language here is NOT discriminatory when it came to the person 
appointed as the watchman.  The watchmen in small cities were NOT a class or type of warrior 
specially trained, BUT ordinary citizens selected in times of need to stand watch.  In the course 
of time if a threat remained imminent EVERY QUALIFIED CITIZEN could eventually stand watch 
over the city.  Truly in the ancient world, the responsibility for the welfare of the city rested 
with everyone.  All of this is to say that life in most of the cities of Palestine at this time was 
tenuous.  Accordingly, there could be no casualness or indecision when it came to the 
protection and care of the city.  The activity and work of a watchman was an essential 
element to the well-being and future of any city.   
 
With this background, consider the place of a watchman in the body of Christ. 
 

Ezekiel 33:7a, “Now as for you, son of man, I have appointed you a watchman for the 
house of Israel…” 

 
What a sober calling that rested upon the shoulders of Ezekiel; God summoned him to be “a 
watchman for the house of Israel.”  We saw this in chapter 3 at the beginning of Ezekiel’s 
ministry, and we see it again now that the nation was destroyed.  Yet based on our knowledge 
of this book, this ought to be somewhat confusing.   
 
Ezekiel was the son of a priest and raised in Jerusalem to serve the Lord in the Temple.  As 
such, he would have spent his entire life anticipating his ordination, which would have occurred 
when he was 30.   
 
Yet such was not to be the case.  At the age of 26, Ezekiel was one of the many younger 
leaders brought into exile in 597 BC.  Now four years later, you can just imagine how painful it 
would have been for Ezekiel to know that had he NOT been taken into exile he would have 
received the call and so the commissioning of a priest.  Yet God had other plans. At the time 
when he would have been ordained and installed as a priest (593 BC), Ezekiel received the call 
and commissioning of a prophet! 
 
So how is it here2 that God told Ezekiel that the duty of “a watchman” rested upon his 
shoulders? I thought he was a prophet! Great question! 
 
Don’t miss it, the duty and work of a “watchman” was NOT the exclusive prerogative of a 
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prophet.  See, just as there was NO official office of Shepherd in the Old Testament3, so 
NEITHER was there an official office of Watchman.  In fact, the word in NO WAY refers to an 
office or a calling, BUT a duty regardless of the office or calling one might hold.  The word is 
 which is a broad word in the Hebrew.  It was used in reference to anyone in a ,(tsaphah) ָצָפה
position of responsibility when it came to a group of people.  And so, in the ancient world a 
lawyer could be watchman, as well as a nobleman or a king.  A servant could be a watchman! 
The uneducated, poor, rich, a child, a parent… it didn’t matter! If a boat, camp, family, or city 
needed protection, any and all could be appointed to serve a stint on watch.  And we see that 
in the text before us: 
 

Ezekiel 33:2, “Son of man, speak to the sons of your people, and say to them, ‘If I bring a 
sword upon a land, and the people of the land take ONE MAN from among them [the 
idea is ‘any man’] and make him their watchman...’” 

 
The language is indiscriminate.  The watchman could have been anyone, from a wealthy land 
owner to a beggar! Accordingly, the focus of this word is NOT the identity of the watchman, 
BUT his calling! 
 
As Ezekiel was a prophet of the Lord, he needed to understand that this brought with it the 
calling and duty to watch over the household of faith- the people of God! 
 
Now my question to you is this: “Who are the watchman today when it comes to the body of 
Christ? Initially we might think of elders and deacons- the office bearers/leaders… and that 
would be correct.  Yet as I referenced in my introduction, membership in the body of Christ 
involves responsibility for the well-being of each other in the Lord! In fact, the passages at the 
beginning are but a small portion of what could be quoted in this regard.   
 
For example, in his rebuke to the Corinthians, Paul said, “It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the 
Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife.  And you [2nd plural- speaking of the entire 
body, not just the leadership] have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead…” (1 
Corinthians 5:1-2a).  When it came to the spiritual welfare of the rebellious Christian, whose 
responsibility is it? From this you must see that it is the entire body’s responsibility!!! Truly, if 
you are a member of God’s household, you have been placed on watch- to help guard the body 
of Christ from sin, the devil, and the world! 
 

Hebrews 3:12-13, “Take care, brethren [again, this is directed to the entire body], lest 
there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the 
living God.  But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ 
lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 

 
 
Notice the statements which “chiastically” bracket the main exhortation: 
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• v. 12: “…an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.”   
• v. 13b: “…lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 

 
How is this apostasy averted in the body of Christ? By v. 13a, “But encourage one another day 
after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today’…”  As children of God we have a corporate 
responsibility to watch out for one another.  In fact, notice how the pericope ends: 
 

Hebrews 3:14, “For we [all] have become partakers of Christ, if we [all together] hold 
fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end.” 

 
There ought to be no question… all in Christ have the responsibility of being “a watchman to 
the house of God”! 
 

Galatians 6:2, “Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.” 
 
I referenced earlier Christ’s summation of the law: loving God and loving each other.  In light 
of the latter, we are called to “bear each other’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ”! 
 
Speaking of the responsibility that rests on our lives as members of Christ’s body, Paul wrote, 
“Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just 
please ourselves” (Romans 15:1).  This is so un-American, the culture in which we live is all 
about the individual… their rights, wants, and desires! As long as you and your family are doing 
well, it doesn’t matter what happens around you! 
 
Christianity is NOT about the individual, BUT the Lord and His rights, wants, and desires- which 
as we have seen involve the people that God gave Him! Accordingly, in this regard, the 
individual is quite expendable!  Paul exhorted the believers in Corinth: 
 

1 Corinthians 6:7, “Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits 
with one another.  Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?” 

Truly, the individual is expendable… Christ’s glory, His Honor, and so His people are not.  This 
means a compromised or struggling Christian ought to be a great concern to all of us! 
 
Describing the dynamics of a healthy church, notice what Paul said referencing Christ, “From 
whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, CAUSES the growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:16).  Christ is the one who matures a church body, 
BUT He does this work of maturation as each and every one of us participates in the ministry of 
pastoral care! 
 
I could go on and on citing passage after passage detailing the calling and responsibility of 
everyone in the body of Christ to watch over the souls of each other.  That means it just 
wasn’t Ezekiel who was given the duty of a “watchman of Israel.”  It is all of us in Christ! 
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And so as we’ve seen throughout our study of this prophecy, the masterpiece which is Ezekiel 
contains much more than the call and ministrations of the prophet Ezekiel.  It first and 
foremost was written to encourage the newly arriving exiles as to how they must live and so 
serve the Lord as His people in a foreign land.  Yes, the nation was gone.  But the people who 
bear God’s name would forever endure.  Now that they were a pilgrim people, how were they 
to live? Each must consider themselves “a watchman” when it came to the welfare, growth, 
and protection of the covenant community! More than anything, that is the theme of Ezekiel 
33-37; that is the theme of exile, that is the theme of the body life of the church today! 
 
During our study of the Prophets, I’ve talked much about the “wilderness” and its significance 
when it comes to the child of God.  When God deigned to redeem His people from slavery in 
the Old Testament, where did He bring His people? The wilderness. 
 

Exodus 13:17-18a, “Now it came about when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God 
did not lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, even though it was near; for 
God said, ‘Lest the people change their minds when they see war, and they return to 
Egypt.’  Hence God led the people around by the way of the wilderness to the Red 
Sea…” 

 
When Christ offered Himself for the sin of His people, where did He go? Into the wilderness. 
 

Hebrews 13:12, “Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His 
own blood, suffered outside the gate.” 

 
What therefore is included in the call to salvation? A call to live as aliens and sojourners 
outside, in the wilderness. 
 

Hebrews 13:13-14, “Hence, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.  
For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come.” 

 
In fact, when Christ returns in His glory, we read this: 
 

Matthew 24:31, “…He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.” 

 
It has and will continue to be God’s intention that His people be scattered throughout this 
world to live as aliens and strangers!  Yet it is NOT God’s intention that as individuals we serve 
as Islands or lone castles in this world. 
 
Recall the prophecy of Caiaphas as it related to the purpose and work of Christ.  Jesus came, 
“…that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad” 
(John 11:52a).  How is it that God intends the individual to live in the diaspora? How did God 
deign to maintain our well-being as a people living in a hostile land? In the community of 
saints… the body of Christ… the church! 



 

9 | P a g e  
 

 
From Ezekiel 33 each of us must see that the responsibility for the health and welfare of this 
community does NOT reside solely with the leadership.  RATHER, our protection and welfare is 
served through a duty and calling that rests upon each and every one of us this day… the duty 
of the watchman! 
 
As we study Ezekiel we will see what this means and how as watchman we ought to serve the 
body of Christ.  Yet, I appeal to one and all to transform your thinking as it relates to your 
purpose and place in the kingdom of God.  You have been made a child of God by virtue of 
Christ’s cross-work.  In the process, you have become a member of the Household of God and 
thereby have great responsibility one to another.  In this regard I close with a reference to the 
Last Judgment.  Most if not all of you know that it will be based on our conduct (not our 
profession of faith).  Yet few realize that the “conduct” in question is our faithfulness to the 
body of Christ. 
 
Speaking of the Last Judgment and genuine servants of God, “Then the righteous will answer 
Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink? 
And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? And when did 
we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’  And the King will answer and say to them, 
‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least 
of them, you did it to Me’” (Matthew 25:37-40).   
 
This is NOT to put a yoke upon you, BUT to illustrate how serious God is when it comes to the 
ministry of the watchman and so the calling and duty that accompanies body life.  Next week, 
we’ll consider how God expects us to carry out our work! 
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End Note(s) 
1 Think of it… as the watchman himself would be one of our own and so a family member or someone 
close to us (in the ancient world, any city vulnerable to a marauding army would necessarily be small which 
means everyone would know every one; there would be no strangers, just loved ones and neighbors), he 
would not be executed.  Yet the community would not soon forget how the individual let them down. 
2 And in Ezekiel 3:17-21. 
3 Yet Ezekiel 34 was penned to the shepherds of Israel! 
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