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Suffering and Reward -- Finding or Losing 
Sermon 49 in the Matthew Series 

 

Matthew 16:21-28 

 
The Catholic Catechism says, “The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the “rock” 

of the Church.  He gave him the keys of his Church.”   

  
Jesus is the chief cornerstone of the church that is built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets.  The church WILL be victorious and will continue to smash the gates of Hell!  Every 

single sinner for whom Christ died WILL come to faith! 

 
David Platt says: 

1. The passage is not about a supreme pope; it’s about a sovereign savior.  

2. This text is not about a necessary pope; it’s about a non-negotiable declaration.    

3. The passage is not about an infallible pope; it’s about an invincible mission. 

 

 

I. Peter’s Great Misunderstanding 16:21-23  
 

A.  Jesus Plainly Foretells God’s Plan  16:21  (see also 17:22-23; 20:17-19) 
 

1.  “From that time”. 

 
2.  The third day. 

 

3. The established Kingdom would not mean an end to suffering.   

Christ’s suffering (as prophesied) was the way the Kingdom would be established! 

 
4.  Covenant Theology makes sense of the sacrifice of Christ.     

Matt. 20:28; Mark 10:45;  Luke 13:33; 22:37; John 1:29; 2 Cor. 5:21 

  

   

B.  Peter Rebukes Jesus for “Negative Thinking”  v. 22 
 

The most literal translation may be:   

“God be merciful to you, Lord.  This shall never happen to you.”     

   

 

C. The Stinging Rebuke  v. 23 
 

Peter was not literally “Satan” and Jesus does not mean that Satan is literally speaking 

through Peter.  But the end result was the same as what Satan tried to do during the three 

temptations.  Satan basically tempted Jesus to be glorified in an easier way.  The 

temptation was to forsake the cross which could only be an option IF Jesus would/could 

go against His Father’s will.   
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II.  Take Up your Cross  16:24-26 
 

A. The Desire to Follow Jesus will necessitate Self-denial.  v. 24 

 
Gal. 2:20 -- I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 

me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 

loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 

 

 

B. The Great Paradox  v. 25    

 

 

 

C.  Two Questions of Eternal Importance  v. 26 

 

 

   

 

III.  The Son of Man Coming in His Glory  16:27-28 

 

A.  The Second Coming  v. 27 

 

B.  Does Verse 28 belong to Matthew Chapter 16 or 17? 

 
1. Some say it points to the transfiguration of chapter 17  

 

2. Others, (our dispensational friends) point exclusively to the 2nd coming  

 

3. Still others point to 70AD when Christ came in judgment.   

 

Daniel 7:13-14 -- This is the “already and not yet” of prophecy. 

  We are in the last days.   

  We are presently in the day of his kingdom. 

  What is the last thing that happens on the last day?  The judgment! 

 

4. The present establishment of the Kingdom of God and its final culmination  

at the end of this age (I believe) is how we reconcile v. 27 with v. 28. 

 

 The entire gospel age and the end of the world are viewed together. 

v. 27 is His coming in glory 

  v. 28 is His kingdom established during this gospel age 


