
Naomi & Ruth Under the Wings of God 

Naomi (Pleasantness) to Mara (Bitterness) to Blessed (By a grandson) 
(September 13, 2020)  (Ruth 3-4) 

Chapter One: 
● Pleasantness to bitterness of Naomi:  Ruth 1:21 KJV   I went out full, and the LORD hath 

brought me home again empty: why [then] call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified 
against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 

● Internal motivation of Ruth:  Ruth 1:16 KJV   And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, [or] to 
return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will 
lodge: thy people [shall be] my people, and thy God my God:  

Chapter Two: 
● Internal motivation of Ruth:  Ruth 2:2 KJV   And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me 

now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after [him] in whose sight I shall find grace. And she 
said unto her, Go, my daughter. 

● Enter Boaz:  Ruth 2:4 KJV   And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, 
The LORD [be] with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee. 

● Scripture speaks for God -- a picture of Gentile salvation:  Ruth 2:10-13 KJV   Then she fell on 
her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine 
eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I [am] a stranger? (11) And Boaz 
answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy 
mother in law since the death of thine husband: and [how] thou hast left thy father and thy 
mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest not 
heretofore. (12) The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD 
God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. (13) Then she said, Let me find 
favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken 
friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of thine handmaidens. 

● Note: Chapter 1 has an Israel and God focus -- Chapter 2 has a gentile and God focus  
● Note: We end Chapter 1 & 2 with a God filled Boaz; God filled Ruth and a God changing Naomi 

The “haps” of God’s Providence; God’s Chesed; God’s Plan: 
● The “haps”:   Naomi just-so-happens to hear there is food in Bethlehem • Ruth just-so-happens 

to see something in Naomi and her God that she wants to be part of • They just-so-happen to 
return to Bethlehem as the barley harvest starts • Ruth just-so-happens to go the field of Boaz 
who just-so-happens to be one of the few people in Israel who care about the law • Boaz 
just-so-happens to notice Ruth’s work ethic, Godly character, and care for her mother-in-law 

● The “haps” of four gentile women:  Lot’s daughter-in-law; Tamar; Rahab; Ruth  
● God’s chesed:   Ruth 2:20 KJV   And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed [be] he of the 

LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto 
her, The man [is] near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 

● God’s plan -- God’s purpose:  Preservation of Israel names (Deuteronomy 25:5-10) and 
Preservation of Israel land (Leviticus 25:25-28; 47-49) 

Chapter 3 -- The love story designed by Hallmark?  No, authored by--  God!!!!!!: 
● Naomi displays her knowledge of the Torah and customs (verses 1-2):  First, seeking rest 

(marriage/security) for Ruth; Boaz (kinsman) would be at the threshing floor 
● Naomi turns knowledge into “working knowledge” with a plan of action 

● Naomi gives instructions (verses 3-4):  Wash; anoint with perfume; dress in best clothing; do 
not flaunt yourself; mark the sleeping spot of Boaz; uncover his feet; “he will tell thee what 
thou shalt do” 
● The Ruth (called “daughter”) agrees to the instructions and applies (“did according”) (verses 

5-6)  



Ruth proceeds with the dangerous plan: 
● All steps being completed, the feet are uncovered (verse 7): This becomes the spirit/Spirit filled 

desire of  Ruth 2:10-13 KJV  (eliminate western culture thoughts) -- This is her first act “to be 
noticed” and true “rest” requested in verse 2:13 “. . . . . Let me find favour in thy sight” 
● Visualize those at the feet of Jesus on the cross including ourselves 

● Turning from fear and temptation (verse 8): Boaz displays “trust in the Lord -- Proverbs 29:25 
KJV   The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe. 

● And Boaz said: Ruth 3:9-11 KJV   And he said, Who [art] thou? And she answered, I [am] Ruth 
thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou [art] a near kinsman. 
(10) And he said, Blessed [be] thou of the LORD, my daughter: [for] thou hast shewed more 
kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, 
whether poor or rich. (11) And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou 
requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou [art] a virtuous woman. 
● Skirt:   Ezekiel 16:8 KJV   Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy 

time [was] the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: 
yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and 
thou becamest mine. 

● Not the closest (verse 12) -- tarry here and I will work on it in the morning (verse 13) 
● Virtue prevails:  Ruth 3:14 KJV   And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up 

before one could know another. And he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into the 
floor. 

● Ruth returns to Naomi in the dark and tells all that happens (verse 16);  
● Naomi also says have patience and you will be married:  Ruth 3:18 KJV   Then said she, Sit still, 

my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he 
have finished the thing this day. 

● Foundation is built for the “Leverite”:  Explained in detail in Deuteronomy 25:5-10 
● The kinsman redeems land and name:  The process given (verses  4:1-8); the result is the land of 

Elimelech, Chilton and Mahlon now belongs to Boaz (verse 4:9); Ruth is purchased by Boaz and 
the inheritance of the dead is “not cut off” (verse 4:10) 

● The two become one and Judah remains intact:   Ruth 4:11 KJV - (11) And all the people that 
[were] in the gate, and the elders, said, [We are] witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is 
come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and 
do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem:  

● Boaz takes Ruth as his wife; He “went in unto her; “the lord gave her conception”; “she bare a 
son” (verse 4:13) 
● Notice the lack of the name of Boaz in conception and birth -- Boaz die the first night 

● Ruth 4:14 KJV   And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed [be] the LORD, which hath not left 
thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. 
● Trust in the Lord:  Naomi (Pleasantness) to Mara (Bitterness) to Blessed (By a grandson) 
● The “haps” of four gentile women:  Lot’s daughter-in-law; Tamar; Rahab; Ruth (allowed by 

Talmudic instruction)  
● Obed is born, father of Jesse, father of King David (verse 4:17) 
● Genealogy is given from Pharez/Perez of Tamar including Boaz of Rahab and Obed of Ruth 

Concluding thoughts: 
● Chapter 1 is Jewish; Chap 2 is gentile; Chap 3 is Jewish, gentile and redeemer; Chap 4 is Jewish 
● God and Soul desire for covering -- “Skirt” and “wings”:  Matthew 23:37 KJV and Luke 13:34 

KJV 
● Put on the Lord Jesus Christ:  Romans 13:14 KJV   But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

not provision for the flesh, to [fulfil] the lusts [thereof]. 
● Romans 8:28 KJV   And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 

to them who are the called according to [his] purpose. 



 


