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Session: Diaconate:
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Gary Goeddertz, ruling elder Rick Hunt
Jonathan Bergmann, ruling elder Caleb Henning, clerk
LeRoy Osborn, ruling elder, clerk Rick Weber, moderator
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The Lord’s Day Morning 
Sunday, September 17, 2023, 9:30 a.m. 

The Reverend Mr. Ruurd Offringa, Presiding 
Ruling Elder Mr. Gary Goeddertz, Assisting 

* The Silent Preparation 
* The Announcements 
* The Greeting and Call to Worship 

Psalm 99:1  
* The Hymn of Praise see bulletin 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
* The Prayer of Invocation and Adoration  
* The Reading of the Law and Confession of Sin see bulletin 

Deuteronomy 5:16; Ephesians 6:1-4; 1 Peter 2:17; 2 Chronicles 6:27  
* The Gospel Promise  see bulletin 

Acts 5:30-32 
* The Response of Thanksgiving see bulletin 

Isaiah 12:1 
* The Doxology 
* The Pastoral Prayer 
* The Old Testament Reading 

Leviticus 19:19-37 
* The New Testament Reading  

Matthew 27:45-50 
* The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
* The Worship of God with Our Offerings 
* The Psalms of Preparation 

Psalm 27:7-10 - O Hear My Voice, LORD Psalm 27C 
Psalm 119:153-160 - My Grief Regard Psalm 119U 

* The Prayer of Illumination 
* The Preaching of God’s Word  

Guest Minister, Rev. Ruurd Offringa 
Israel’s Deliverer Saved Through Water 

Exodus 2:1-10 
* The Prayer of Application 
* The Song of Response  see bulletin 

Salvation unto Us Has Come 
* The Benediction 
* The Gloria Patri  
* — Please stand as you are able. Following Scriptural principle for public prayer (Neh. 

9:2-4, 2 Chron. 20:5-13; Mark 11:25), we follow in the footsteps of the early church and 
our Presbyterian heritage in standing for most of the public prayers.

Sermon Notes 
Guest Minister, Rev. Ruurd Offringa 

Israel’s Deliverer Saved Through Water 
Exodus 2:1-10 

I.

 

Coming Up: 
9/17/23 PM Service:  

Guest Minister, Rev. Ruurd Offringa  
Gently Help One Another Bear the Burden of Sin 

Galatians 6:1-5 
9/24/23 AM Service: 

Guest Minister, Rev. D. Leonard Gulstrom 
He Loved Us to the End 

John 13:1-4 

Worship Guide
Why Does the OPC Baptize Infants? Part 6

Last week, we began Step 2 in the five-step explanation of why it
is that we baptize infants. You can take a look at the previous
weeks to find the outline of all five steps. As a reminder, you
can find this as a free pdf on the OPC website, opc.org.

In Step 1, we stated, “Kind of like a caterpillar and a butterfly, the
church of the Old Testament and the church of the New Testament are
quite different in form, but they’re the same in essence.” This morning,
we will continue with Step 2: “God regards the children of believers as
members of this church.”

What follows is fromWhy Does the OPC Baptize Infants?:
Our Lord Jesus Christ assumed that children of believers are part of

his church. Luke 18:15-16 - “People were also bringing babies to Jesus to
have him touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them.
But Jesus called the children to him and said, ‘Let the little children come
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such
as these.’”

The apostle Peter also assumed that the children of believers were
included in the church. Acts 2:39 - “The promise is for you and your
children.” Shades of Genesis 17:7! Peter was talking to Jews - people
who were steeped in the Old Testament. If he intended to teach that God
was rescinding the principle of churchmembership for covenant children,
then he chose exactly the wrong language!

“Wait a minute!” someone might object, “Peter’s not talking about
the promise made to Abraham. He’s talking about the promise of the
Holy Spirit (verse 38), isn’t he?” Yes, he is, but look again at Galatians
3:14 - “He redeemedus in order that the blessing given toAbrahammight
come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might re-
ceive the promise of the Spirit.” The promise made to Abraham involves
the promise of the Spirit. So Peter is saying that the promise made to
Abraham is for you and your children right now in the New Testament
era.

Likewise, the apostle Paul assumed that children of believers were in-
cluded in the church. If hewas trying to teach thatGodno longer includes
covenant children in the church, he used exactly the wrong words when
speaking to the Philippian jailer inActs 16:31 - “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved—you and your household.”

Again, in 1 Corinthians 7:14, Paul assumes that God includes chil-
dren in his covenant community, the church - “For the unbelieving hus-
band has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has
been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children
would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.” The word holy is a covenant
word. It means “set apart.” Children of even one believer are holy, that
is, set apart in a special way to God.

Again, in Ephesians 1:1, Paul says that he is writing his epistle “to
the saints in Ephesus.” The word saint (in Greek) comes from the word
holy. Saint literally means “holy one.” In Ephesians 6:1, Paul directly
addresses some of the holy ones who are part of the church in Ephesus -
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”

You see, the children of believers are part of the church. God included
them asmembers in the Old Testament, and he never took back this “you
and your children” principle. Rather, the New Testament confirms it and
carries it on.

“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” - Luke 18:16



Christ the Lord IsRisenToday
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CCLI License #473612
From Lyra Davidica, London, 1708
From The Trinity Hymnal (Rev.) 1990

EASTER HYMN 7.7.7.7. WITH ALLELUIAS
Charles Wesley

© 1990, Great Commission Publications.

The Reading of the Law 
Deuteronomy 5:16; Ephesians 6:1-4; 1 Peter 2:17 

Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded 
you, that your days may be long, and that it may go well with you in the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your 
father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that 
it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” Fathers, 
do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord. 
Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

The Confession of Sin 
2 Chronicles 6:27 

Then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people 
Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they should walk, and 
grant rain upon your land, which you have given to your people as an 
inheritance. 

The Gospel Promise 
Acts 5:30-32 

The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a 
tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 
obey him. 

The Response of Thanksgiving 
Isaiah 12:1 

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, 
your anger turned away, that you might comfort me.

SalvationuntoUsHas Come
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6. Faith clings to Jesus’ work alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
By faith alone we’re justified;
Works serve the neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living

7. All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God Who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit!
O Triune God in heav’n above,
Who hast revealed Thy saving love,
Thy blessed name be hallowed.

CCLI # 473612
Paul Speratus, 1523
Wittenberg, 1535

MIT FREUDEN ZART. 8.7.8.7.8.8.7.
Bohemian Brethren's Gesangbuch, 1566

The Trinity Psalter Hymnal, 2018


