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1 Peter 3:6-22 
(Basic Bible in English) 

These next 3 chapters are called “The Suffering Chapters” because they speak a great deal of suffering and how we 
should deal with it as Christians who are living in a world that’s lost, dying, dark and bad things go on everyday.  We 
are living in a darkening world that is demonically inspired, and the end of the age is approaching as evidenced by 
what’s going on in the world-politically, socially, environmentally…  These chapters talk about the trials and 
tribulations that we meet in our daily lives.   

 
6  Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and 
are not afraid with any amazement.  We are not to call our husbands lord; we are just to recognize their 
authority and respect him.  Wives are to take their position in the home not to be inferior to husbands, but as a 
help-mate. Husbands have a greater responsibility because God put them in a leadership position over the 
household, but wives have a great influence on their husband’s behavior.   
7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as 
unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not 
hindered.  Likewise, if the woman takes her place in the home as second to the husband, the husband needs to 
take his place as leader of the home and do right and not abuse the power and authority.  He is to protect her, take 
care of her, guide her, and make sure she’s not fooled and led astray by things in the world.  The man is the main 
responsible person in the household.  A man lives with a woman as husband and wife with the knowledge that she 
is the weaker vessel.  When she cries for no reason, don’t try to figure it out, just put your arm around her and try 
to comfort her.  When you marry someone, you marry them spiritually as well as physically.  Married people are 
heirs to the grace of life – this is God’s intent for marriage.  Married people should function as a unit for God, and 
when they don’t, their prayers are hindered.  
8 ¶  Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous:  Be of one mind spiritually.  When we deal with other people in daily life, have compassion.  Have 
compassion for your family members, too.  Consider all others as your family, even strangers that are down on their 
luck that you deal with.  Be courteous and treat all you come in contact with respectfully, no matter what their 
circumstances are and no matter what they look like or how they’re dressed or how they’re groomed.  
9  Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.  Just because someone does you wrong don’t mean you 
need to “get them back”. Revenge is not the way to go.  Christians are above revenge and retaliation.  We’re 
supposed to be a blessing to other people in our behavior, actions, and words.   
10  For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile: 
11  Let him eschew (hate) evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. 
12  For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the 
face of the Lord is against them that do evil.  Everyday we turn on the news and see constant evil in the world, 
but they rarely report the good that people do.  We are a missionary in our neighborhood, where we do business, 
and anywhere we go.   
 
These next few verses are very controversial. 
13  And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?  Don’t worry about those 
that do you wrong.  
14  But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither 
be troubled;  if you’re living in God’s will and doing right and you’re being persecuted for living a good Christian 
life, don’t worry about them.  God will take care of them.  That’s the best kind of persecution there is! You’ll get a 
great blessing out of it.   
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15  But sanctify (set aside) the Lord God in your hearts (inner most being; your feelings): and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear:  you are to always have an answer for your behavior and why you live the way you do and 
why you have your particular attitude in life.  This is a great opportunity to witness for Jesus Christ. You are to 
answer in meekness and fear of your belief and trust in the Lord.  Be thankful that God is gracious enough to let you 
understand His word and guide you to educated mature Christians to help you in your walk with the Lord.   
16 ¶  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be 
ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.  What is a conscience?  It’s not tangible.  A 
conscience is something that God put in every human being at birth to help them automatically discern right from 
wrong.  It is trainable to get used to bad, and it gets scarred up so you can do evil things and not think twice about 
it.  We should let the Holy Spirit guide our conscience, not the devil.  You can lose your conscience so it doesn’t 
recognize evil, so be careful and protective of it.  Don’t worry about those who accuse you of bad things when 
you’re living right.  They just want to tear you down.  They can’t stand to see someone actually doing what they 
should be doing. Your good life is a reflection of what they should be doing, and they can see the wrong in 
themselves clearer when you’re around, so they try to tear you downs so they don’t feel so bad.   
17  For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.  Its ok if 
you’re doing right and suffering-you’ll get rewards in heaven for it.  But if you’re suffering because you’re doing bad, 
you’re getting what you deserve.   
18 ¶  For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:  Christ was our example and He was put to 
death for our sins, but He was made alive by the Spirit.  
19  By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;  Now-Jesus Christ was in the grave 3 
days, and He went to Sheoul and spoke to the spirits down there during those 3 days of death before coming back 
to earth. 
20  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  Noah 
preached for 120 years, and Methuselah was there too.  When Methuselah died, the flood came.  Two schools of 
thought here: when Christ died, He went to talk to the spirits in Sheoul, or Hades.  The flood killed all the people 
except 8, because the human race was contaminated and evil, bred with nephilium, and giants were running amok.  
It was chaos and God had to clear that crap out and restart.  The other one is that Christ preached to these spirits 
before they were killed in the flood through Noah.  The main thing is that Jesus Christ preached to these people or 
spirits who are in prison now.  There are no second chances.   
21 ¶  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:  
water baptism is not the issue here; spirit baptism is most important.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is what saves 
a human soul.  
22  Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto him.  This is where Jesus Christ is today: the right hand of God.   


