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The concern that I am having is that people that we know, people that we have heard 
about, people that we have come in contact with, they have a, perhaps, a lack of 
understanding. There are, perhaps, a misunderstanding about the Scripture, about 
preservation, about what Bibles to use, what Bibles not to use. You know, at this very 
hour, you know, the Word of God is being undermined. It is being questioned. And this is 
not necessarily by the liberals and moderates, but it is by many people would we would 
consider brother and sisters in Christ, born again Christians who are shedding a little bit 
of doubt, a little bit of question—I am not sure if a little bit is a good thing or not—but a 
little bit is pretty bad. And then we have our friends. We have people that we know, 
people from all aspects of life who are kind of being influenced by these people.   
 
The people in this sector are questioning whether or not God has promised to preserve his 
words.  Biblical preservation, it is an issue that falls under the umbrella of higher 
criticism. 
 
Now let me pause here for a moment to try and explain briefly, as best I can.  Of course, 
you could have a whole series of subjects on... a whole week of topics on higher 
criticism, but in a nutshell the higher critics, higher criticism is questioning, you know, 
the very authenticity of the Scripture. You know, did Moses write one man, single Moses 
write the first books of the Bible and was there one Isaiah, two Isaiahs, three Isaiahs?  
Now was the Daniel of the book of Daniel, was it the same Daniel that the book of Daniel 
talks about?  These are some examples of higher criticism. It goes to the point of 
questioning the authority of Scripture.  
 
Perhaps somewhere in your memory, somewhere in your sphere of hearing different 
sermons, you have heard of the JEDP, those initials. Ok, these are things where people 
are coming and questioning the Bible itself.  Now, contrasting higher criticism with lower 
criticism for a moment, lower criticism is a question of whether or not... as to which text 
of a Scripture is the closest to the original.  The man, the woman who says... who has... 
who is doing lower criticism, this man over here says, “Well, I think the TR is the best 
original, the closest original.” And this man over here will say, “No, I think it is the 
Westcott and Hort based texts.” But both of the men, at least until recently, are saying 
that their Greek text is the Word of God, is the preserved Word of God.  



Page 2 of 11 
 

 
But now recently, you know, that is why I am putting this issue of biblical preservation 
under the umbrella... I mean, I am not sure. But this is my ... I am placing it there. You 
may place it someplace else. Others may place it someplace else, but I am placing it 
under the umbrella of higher criticism, because when someone says, you know, that God 
did not promise to preserve his Word, or, as you heard earlier this morning, you know, 
God could have preserved his Word, but history proves he didn’t, you know, that is 
coming pretty close to what I believe sounded like someone who is in the higher critical 
camp.   And so that is why I place biblical preservation under... or those who are denying 
it under the umbrella of higher criticism.   
 
The Dean Burgon Society believes God has promised to preserve his Hebrew, his 
Aramaic and his Greek words.   Interesting.  A few months I ago when I was doing some 
preparation for is conference I had to go to a blood lab, so I ... just the first time I ever 
made... well, not that I enjoyed it, but I was able to take some work with me. I had some 
portable work to take with me and it just happened to be work that pertained to the 
conference. So I had a little portable computer I took with me.  I was happily doing my 
work when I was waiting in the waiting room. So it didn’t really bother me how long I 
had to wait as long as my battery didn’t run out and it didn’t. And so I was working on all 
this stuff and then they called me. You know how it works.  You go to the waiting room, 
a big waiting room. And then you go to a little waiting room.  
 
So, you know, then you go to the actual place where you are supposed to get your blood 
work done.  
 
So I was obviously in this whole process of this thing. The technician there, the 
technician asked me what I was working and I mentioned to her I was working on the 
beginning of preparation of this conference about Bible preservation. And she said to me 
something very interesting. This is someone I have never been that before, but someone 
just randomly, perhaps not randomly, perhaps providentially, I was assigned to, to have 
my blood drawn. I mean she said, “Doesn’t everyone believe that God promised to 
preserve his Word?” 
 
That is something. And, of course, everyone should believe that, but... and here is a lady 
who I had never met before who, as far as I know, knows nothing about the Dean Burgon 
Society and yet she is saying exactly what we are saying, you know, why doesn’t 
everybody believe that God has promised to preserve is words?   
 
Today there is a need for the belief of Bible preservation in all areas, whether those areas 
are a blood lab, a classroom, a courtroom, a crib, a farm, a kitchen, an office, a 
playground or a workshop or whatever category that you might fit in, your friends might 
fit in. You know, I tried to get a broad range of things there.  But the list could go on.  We 
could list all sorts of things. Think of the people we know. Whatever category, whatever 
area they fit into, it is an area that should concern all these things.  
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Now we know that God does not lie.  He does not change or mutate from century to 
century.  If we look in the book of Numbers for a moment—and I am going to be looking 
at several passages through the Scripture. I am trying to start in the beginning of the 
Bible. At least we have the Bible we have in our hands, the beginning of the Bible. And I 
am not looking at every single verse in the Bible, but I am going to start in the beginning 
and then work my way near the end.   
 
So Numbers chapter 23 and God does not change.  Now in Numbers chapter 23 the Bible 
says in verse 19: 
 
“God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath 
he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?”1 
 
Now God is not a liar.  When we say the preservation we think of all the ramifications, all 
the things that deal with preservation and about his words. And if God has promised to do 
something is he going to do it?  I mean, think of all the promises in the Scripture.  Now 
there is people—and I don’t have the number. I guess I should have the number or look 
up the number—but there is promises in the Scripture, hundreds, thousands of promises 
in the Scripture. And when people say, well, they can catalog the promises and they will 
say, “Well, promise number one, ok, I guess God is going to keep that one. Promise 
number two, if he feels like it he can keep this one.  And this promise down here about 
preservation about... he is not going to keep that one for sure, because how can he?  You 
know, this is the God, as brother Barnett, I believe, mentioned earlier this morning, who 
created the earth in the six solar days. You know, and so is maintaining this creation. He 
didn’t just let it set like the Deists believe like a watch and he is not... is not actively 
involved in anything we have today. So God does not lie.” 
 
Another thing.  God desires that we listen to his voice.  Now there are people who we 
want to encourage, friends that we have who are using versions of the Bible that are not 
good versions whatsoever.  They are not even good versions in the opinions of people 
who we would disagree with on the areas of preservation, the areas of textual criticism.  
You know, when I was in college and perhaps seminary they talked about the big four.  
Maybe they didn’t call it the big four, but that is what they were, four translations that... 
They always would tell you the four translations that were, I guess, in their view ok, but 
they never told you what was wrong with the other ones. And so now I guess there is the 
big five.  But anyway God desires that we listen to his voice.  And we have to get our 
people. We have to get our friends, encourage them to do what is right, open up the 
Scripture to read the Bible. And as far as some friends we would have, we would think 
that they would know better. At  least when they were younger they knew better. But now 
that they are older, they seem to have lost something in their reasoning in their thinking. 
They seem to be getting weaker in their position. 
 
We cannot do without his words. God has not hidden his Word from us. We have it in a 
faithful, true and accurate translation. God must be in our mouth and heart so we can 
obey it. That is God’s Word must be in our mouth and our heart so we must obey it. 
                                                
1 Numbers 23:19.  
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We need to turn to slightly to Deuteronomy chapter 30 verses 10 and following.   
 

If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his 
commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of the law, 
and if thou turn unto the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul.   
 
For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden 
from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, 
Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, 
and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall 
go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?  
But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that 
thou mayest do it.2 

 
The Word of God is right before us. It needs to be... we have it in our heart. It should be 
in our mouth. And God does not lie. God wants us to listen to his voice. And just as God 
commanded Joshua to observe his Word, he desires us to do the same just like Joshua.  
But we can only do so if we have the preserved words of God, which we do.  
 
In the book of Joshua very, very familiar passage in Joshua chapter one verses seven to 
eight, the Bible, we are reminded of what we are told, what Joshua was told. This is after 
the death of Moses. And the Bible says: 
 

Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn 
not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest.  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.3 

 
Now Joshua, I don’t think, was stating it around or contemplating the fact of whether he 
had or had not the preserved words of God. He accepted and he trusted that what God 
what he had was the Word of God.  And he says be courageous and he says do all the law 
which Moses my servant commanded thee. No, you don’t turn from it to the left or the 
right. Just simply obey the Bible. 
 
Now there is a whole, it seems, like a plague that has come across Christianity that is 
causing people now Christians to be very mediocre about the way in which they live, 
very mediocre in the sense of the way they live their life in a spiritual sense, because 
slowly people, Satan, from all different directions they are caused to question the 
authority of Scripture. And we could guess there is all sorts of reasons why this happens, 
                                                
2 Deuteronomy 30:10-14. 
3 Joshua 1:7-8.  
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but primarily because the Word of God doesn’t have a preeminence in their life. And I 
am not sure if it has anything to do with the fact that they are questioning whether or not 
God promised to preserve his words or, perhaps, if they are taking the way of thinking of 
deciding what parts of the Bible they want to be accepted as true and what parts of the 
Bible they want to accept or reject as being false, because, you see, that is the thinking of 
the higher critic again.  They want to go through and say, “Well, you know, I like this 
part, this part, but this part, this part, I don’t like.” So that is what the end result is going 
to be of people that question the issue of preservation.  They are going to be saying, 
“Well, this is a part of Scripture that was not preserved. So I do not have to obey this. I 
am not accountable to this.”  
 
No. God’s Word will not fall.  It will not fall.  There is not a limited or partial 
preservation of the Scripture. It is not for us to determine what part of the Bible should 
stand or what parts should fall.   
 
You know, over in the book of 2 Kings we have a verse in 2 Kings chapter 10 and verse 
10 the Bible says: 
 
“Know now that there shall fall unto the earth nothing of the word of the LORD, which 
the LORD spake concerning the house of Ahab: for the LORD hath done that which he 
spake by his servant Elijah.”4 
 
Everything that God said happened.  God’s Word did not fall.  And when we have the 
completed canon of Scripture united all 66 books together from Genesis to revelation it is 
a great danger to say a part of that or some of that Bible we have has fallen and we do not 
know if we have all of the Scripture or not.  God’s preserved Word needs to be read.   
 
When it was the people were tentative, this is the days of Nehemiah shortly after the 
returned in Nehemiah God’s Word was read and the people paid attention to it. In 
Nehemiah chapter eight and verse three: 
 
“And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning 
until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the 
ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.”5 
 
God has given us his Word.  We are trusting in what God has given us.  We are saved by 
faith alone through Christ alone by grace alone and if we are trusting in Christ for our 
eternal salvation why is it so hard for some to trust that he has preserved his words? 
 
In Psalm 68 and verse 11 the Bible against says: 
 
“The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it.”6 
 

                                                
4 2 Kings 10:10. 
5 Nehemiah 8:3.  
6 Psalms 68:1.  
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So God is the one who has given and he is not going to change. He is not changing his 
ways.  God is not a liar.  God has promised to preserve the Word and God keeps his 
promises.  God’s truth, the Word of God will endure to all generations. What does all 
mean? Well, as we referred earlier today, all means all. It is all generations.   
 
In Psalm 100 verse five: 
 
“For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all 
generations.”7 
 
God’s truth. We have the Word of God, God’s truth. It endureth to all generations. God’s 
Word has been established. It has been preserved in the Hebrew, in the Aramaic and the 
Greek. It is settled in heaven.  
 
The sign out front, Psalm 119 verse 89: 
 
“For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.”8 
 
God’s... brother, does God’s mercy ... is God’s mercy everlasting? Does his truth endure 
to all generations?  I am sure... I am not sure why some of this generation question 
biblical preservation.  
 
In Proverbs seven verse one the Bible says: 
 
“My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee.”9 
 
The idea of keeping God’s words.  Here the instruction was to keep God’s words, to 
follow them, to obey them, to observe them.  And how can that happen unless you have... 
how can we do that unless we have God’s words? 
 
So God has promised and God... the Word of God has been preserved. God’s words shall 
not return to him void.  The Scripture, we know, is quick. It is powerful. It is a book for 
the technician, the teacher, the jurist, the child, the farmer, the mother, the secretary, the 
preacher.  Why it cannot deny its preservation without treading on thin ice. And that is 
what some people are doing.  They are denying. They are questioning the preservation. 
Now they themselves... they may have some sort of stability. But all the people that they 
are teaching, all the people that are sitting under them, they are going to think about it.  
So, well, if the preacher says, the teacher says that, you know, God {?} they are going to 
take a step away from what they are thinking. There is going to be a drift, a theological 
drift in the thinking of the student.  You know, we see that... That can be seen time and 
time again.   
 

                                                
7 Psalm 100:5.  
8 Psalm 119:89. 
9 Proverbs 7:1.  
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God’s Word shall not return to him void.  It is not going to return to him void. In Isaiah 
chapter 55 in verse 11 the Scriptures remind us:  
 
“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it.”10 
 
God promised that is words would not depart out of our mouth. We must walk in the 
spirit and not in the flesh. We must walk by faith and not by sight.  God’s unconditional 
covenants cannot be changed by the critics of biblical preservation. 
 
Over in Isaiah 59 verse 21: 
 
“As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, 
and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from 
henceforth and for ever.”11 
 
God has promised that his words would not depart out of our mouth.  We must walk in 
the spirit and not in the flesh. We must walk by faith and not by sight.   
 
If we fail to do this we will travel down the path of those people who were questioning 
the authority of Scripture questioning the authenticity of Scripture, questioning the 
preservation of Scripture. See, in all areas, in all aspects of life, in all disciplines of life 
preservation is important.   
 
We go through the help wanted classified ads in the newspaper on the computers, 
however people are getting jobs these days. In all these areas of life, all the disciplines of 
life, all these people, the people that we know, all the different occupations that are 
represented in this room today, whether it is a formal occupation or the hardest 
occupation that is possible of a mother being a housewife, you know, being a home 
school mom, whatever it might be, preservation is important, because the way we live our 
life must be based upon the Word of God. And if we don’t have a preserved Word of God 
then how are we going to live our life?   
 
That was a sermon... one of the points in a sermon Monday night, I think.  But how are 
we going to live our life?  Or that is a paraphrase of the third point, but how can we live 
our life, you know, if we don’t have a Bible, if we don’t have the preserved words of 
God? 
 
Now God bless the prophet Jeremiah. He touched Jeremiah’s mouth and placed his words 
therein. And those words that God gave Jeremiah are still preserved in the book that bears 
his name. In Jeremiah chapter 1:9 the Bible reminds us: 

                                                
10 Isaiah 55:11.  
11 Isaiah 59:21.  
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“Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto 
me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.”12 
 
It is important for us to listen and obey God’s words.  Only we, too, will be judged. Judah 
died by the sword of Nebuchadnezzar because they failed to obey God. And later on in 
the book of Jeremiah in Jeremiah 29 verse 19 Jeremiah the prophet by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit tells us: 
 
“Because they have not hearkened to my words, saith the LORD, which I sent unto them 
by my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, 
saith the LORD.”13 
 
See, Judah failed to follow, failed to observe. In a certain sense they rejected, they 
questioned God’s Word in some form or the other, whether it was a ... you know, and 
today, moving to today, 2012, people are doing the same thing. I mean, it is one thing for 
the liberal and the moderates to question God’s words. I mean that is not a surprise. That 
is a sad... that is very sad that they are not accepting the Word of God. But for people, for 
born again Christians, for Bible believing, for fundamental Christians to question God’s 
Words, you know, what is going to happen?  They are not accepting what God has placed 
before them. 
 
And so in all areas of life, you know, we cannot pigeon hole, compartmentalize the way 
we live.  I mean, there are some times we have a certain routine, certain ruts that we may 
get in, but that may happen from time to time.  But we can’t... we do not want our 
friends, the people that we know to be compartmentalizing the way they live, pigeon hole 
the way they live. In other words, this is just what I do on Sunday. This is what I do on 
Monday and what I do on Tuesday and having their routine. Yes, we had a routine, but 
over everything we must have a principle, a foundational principle of living and abiding 
by the authority of Scripture. And when we don't match up to the authority of Scripture, 
we should... it is not our place to say, “Well, that part of Scripture isn’t preserved.” 
 
No. It is our place to say, “I was wrong. I have sinned.” We need to confess. We need to 
forsake. Hence we have a spiritual battle on.  We are wrestling against the principalities. 
That we don’t have a flesh and blood battle wrestling.  We are wrestling in a spiritual 
battle. And so, you know, we have to understand, we have to realize, we have to get our 
friends to realize that God keeps what he promised to keep over in Daniel, Daniel chapter 
9:4. 
 
“And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the 
great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to 
them that keep his commandments.”14 
 

                                                
12 Jeremiah 1:9.  
13 Jeremiah 29:19.  
14 Daniel 9:4.  
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See, Daniel realized the importance of confessing his sin and here he is even pleading 
interceding for the wicked nation of Judah that rejected God. See, God keeps the 
covenants. God keeps his promises.  You know, when men and women reject God’s 
words, when they reject it, when they don’t want to have an accountability to God’s 
words, when they reject God’s words, when the people shut their eyes to the light of the 
glorious gospel, God will send them strong delusions and they will believe a lie.   
 
You know, we don’t want our friends, we don't want the people that we know to begin 
believing a lie. We don’t want them to deny biblical preservation, because when they do 
that they are taking away an accountability factor.   
 
In the book of Amos chapter eight and verse 11: 
 
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD.”15 
 
What a sad day, a famine of hearing the words of the Lord. We don’t want a famine. We 
want to be able to... we have the Word of God. We don’t want the people that we know, 
our friends, the people we love, the people we care about, the people that we are having 
this discussion with, we don’t want them to be deceived and have a famine. But they are 
claiming, they are saying that and they are questioning whether or not God has promised 
to preserve his words.   
 
Let the Word of God take hold of you. We want it to take hold of them. It should be able 
to take hold of everybody.  Wed don’t want them to get mixed up in modern translations 
that dilute the Word of God.   
 
In Zechariah chapter 1:6: 
 
“But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they 
not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts 
thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he 
dealt with us.”16 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ proclaimed that his written Word would not fail in Matthew 
chapter five verse 18. 
 
“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”17 
 
And here we had that illustration of jots and tittles and there are other illustrations that, 
perhaps, could be given, perhaps even finer illustrations of what jots and tittles are.  You 
know, the Bible says that we should not be ashamed of God’s words, because if we are, 

                                                
15 Amos 8:11.  
16 Zechariah 1:6.  
17 Matthew 5:18.  
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the Lord Jesus Christ is going to be ashamed of us.  And we don’t want that to happen to 
our friends. We don’t want that to happen to anybody.   
 
In Luke chapter nine verse 26 we are reminded from the Scripture in what the Bible says: 
 
“For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words...”18 
 
So there is two things, being ashamed of the Lord Jesus Christ and his words. 
 
“...of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in 
his Father’s, and of the holy angels.”19 
 
God created the universe with order. You know, the stars are not going to fall. The earth 
is not going to melt until God is ready for that to happen. His words are more secure than 
this young earth which... on which we sojourn.  {?} 
 
God’s Word is here to stay. If anyone tells you differently don’t listen to them.  The 
resurrected Lord Jesus Christ used the preserved words of God to expound prophecies 
concerning himself to the two on the way of Emmaus.   In Luke chapter 24 verse 27: 
 
“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself.”20 
 
Abraham believed God. He believed God would keep and perform his promises. In 
Romans 4:21: 
 
“And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.”21 
 
Do not be tossed to and fro by those who deny biblical preservation. In Ephesians 4:14: 
 
“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive.”22 
 
We must be grounded and settled on the preserved words of God, Colossians 1:23.  
 
“If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope 
of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is 
under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister.”23 
 

                                                
18 Luke 9:26.  
19 Ibid.  
20 Luke 24:27.  
21 Romans 4:21.  
22 Ephesians 4:14.  
23 Colossians 1:23.  
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When we study God’s Word it is a sure foundation. It will not be broken or destroyed.    
 
2 Timothy 2:19. 
 
“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity.”24 
 
God does not lie.  He is our refuge and strength, Hebrews 6:18. 
 
“That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have 
a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us.”25 
 
God’s Word is settled in heaven. Psalm 119:89. 
 
“For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.”26 
 
Preservation is for all areas, all aspects of our lives, all areas and all aspects of our friends 
and family lives.  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
24 2 Timothy 2:19.  
25 Hebrews 6:18.  
26 Psalm 119:89. 


