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Introduction:  Paul's concern for the salvation of sinners is seen powerfully in these two verses of 
Romans 10.  Having stated what the sinner must believe and confess in order to be acceptable to God, 
to inherit the promises given to Abraham, and to escape the judgment, the second death, the apostle 
now turns his attention to how this great task can be accomplished.  How can sinners be made to 
believe and to confess what is necessary for salvation?  By what means is the remedy to be 
administered to the lost?  Verses 14 & 15 are the apostolic answer.  

1. Last Lord's Day I mentioned that you are now living in a culture which is but the consistent 
outworking of the Religion of Man.  How has this come to be our context?  Various factors could be 
cited but the most important of them all is the unfaithfulness of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
She failed to guard her offices appointed by her Lord.  Then her officers failed to perform their Lord's 
service faithfully.  In the later half of the 20th century the unfaithfulness of the Church was made 
starkly obvious with the rise of para-church ministries.  Since the word of Man had replaced the 
Word of God in many pulpits, folks began to look for the Word of God outside of the Church.  In 
large part this explains the lack of concern for doctrine in modern Churchianity.  Erasmus' doctrinal 
indifferentness has won the present day, but only for a brief time.  The admonishment of Ezekiel 
applies to our day, Ezekiel 14:1-8;  34:1-16.

2. Paul sets out plainly the God-ordained means He ordinarily uses in bringing sinners to life by 
the Holy Spirit's work of the new creation.  Paul effectively explains this by asking four particular 
questions so as memorably instruct you in God's thinking.  First, for you to "call upon Jesus" you 
must believe in Him, v14a.  This is the premise out of which Paul's question arises;  "How therefore 
may they call on him in whom they have not believed?"  I called upon Will and Joel when I needed 
post holes drilled.  You see I already knew them both.  I knew that they would be pleased to help 
because of the new heart which God had placed in them.  I also knew that they had a truck, trailer, and 
a John Deere with an auger.  So I called upon them to drill my 46 post holes!  So it is with Jesus.  Do 
you know Him and therefore do you call upon Him for your life in service to Him?

3. Second, for you to believe in Jesus you must hear Jesus revealing Himself to you, v14b.  It 
is clear that belief can not occur without content, of what is believed.  Again, the thinking of the 
inspired apostle is that doctrine, that true truth, must be apprehended in order for a person to commit 
himself to that truth in believing.

4. Third, for you to hear Jesus speaking there must be a herald (kh~rux) heralding 
(khru/ssontos) Jesus to you, v14c.  Some English translations insert the preposition "of" which 
does not belong in the text, and significantly changes the meaning.  See Isaiah 53:1;  John 3:8, and 
Titus 3:5-6.  The Holy Spirit owns the preaching of the herald in such a manner that the hearer hears 
not the words of man but the word of God, 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5;  2:13.  This is the appointment and 
honor of the ambassador.  This is the necessity of the Holy Spirit in preaching and in hearing preaching.

5. Four, the herald must be duly authorized as an herald, v15a.  You see this in the record of 
Timothy, 1 Timothy 1:3, 18;  4:14;  2 Timothy 1:6; and of Paul himself, 1 Timothy 2:4 (kh~rux).

6. This final proposition of Paul's gospel logic he supports from the prophet Isaiah.  He quotes 
Isaiah 52:7, as teaching the four truths he has just demonstrated.



7. Are you shocked?  Perhaps puzzled?  The primary means by which sinners hear Jesus, 
believe in Him and then live lives of calling upon Him, is by attendance to the preaching of 
appointed and commissioned (ordained) heralds?  You ought to recall the early evangelism of the 
disciples themselves as John records it.  John the Baptist sent sinners to Jesus, John 1:29, 35-37.  How 
did Andrew evangelize his brother Peter, John 1:41-42?  How did Philip evangelize Nathanael, John 
1:45-51?

8. Preaching is a means of grace, and the Bible says that it is the primary means of grace.  
WLC #154-160.  This explains Satan's incessant attack upon the Church and her preachers.  He 
understands where the aorta of Christianity is located.  He never wearies of his work to undermine 
respect of the Church nor respect of preachers and preaching.  In America we have lost the sense of 
reverence when we enter corporately the presence of God to worship Him!  We have seemingly 
little understanding of what God does to us as we come before Him in worship.  Do you understand 
what is being accomplished in worship?  Your fear of God should be strengthened so as to compel your 
joyful service to him and your revulsion to worldliness.  Your faith will be strengthened as you cherish 
God's Word expounded.  And sinners are being converted.

9. Many who refuse to discern between the Church as God's institution, and her abuses, are 
arguing that the Church needs to be abolished.  Such a view contradicts God's view, even as Jesus 
revealed in Matthew 16:18-19.  The Church needs to repent of her adultery, her love of the world, and 
return to loving God.  The abuses need to be addressed, rebuked, and put out.  Consider how important 
to the Lord Jesus is His Church as proven by the gifts He give to her,  1 Corinthians 12:28-29;  
Ephesians 4:11-16.  Seeing why Jesus gave His gifts to the Church you can understand what men do 
not want when they neglect Jesus' gifts! 

10. What should your response be to the Holy Spirit as He has inspired Paul to reveal the 
thinking of the Lord?  First, do you believe in Jesus and are you calling on His name?  Second, are 
you bringing your friends, family, and associates to Jesus, that is to where Jesus can be heard?  As you 
long for sinners to be saved you ought to be doing what Paul says is necessary for them to be saved;  
they must hear the commissioned herald speaking the words which Jesus has given him to speak.  

11. You ought humbly to pray to the Head of the Church asking Him to do several works:  (1) 
to teach you His thoughts on the Church and then conform your thoughts to His;  (2)  to raise up 
faithful workers in the ordained offices of the Church;  (3)  to convict ordained idolaters of their 
grievous sin bringing them to repentance or defrocking and even excommunication if they remain 
lovers of the world;  (4)  that the glory of the LORD would return to His Church;  (5) that the Holy 
Spirit would draw sinners to Christ, hence to the Church where they may hear Christ speaking to them.

12. My dear folks, how can you, or anyone, claim to love the Lord Jesus while not loving His 
precious bride for whom He shed His blood?  This is idiocy!  The Church has many warts, 
blemishes, and stains, but the Lord will clean her up and adorn her with unspeakable glory.  How 
shortsighted are you?


