
Book of Ruth: God’s Chesed & Plan In Focus  
Naomi (Pleasantness) to Mara (Bitterness) to Blessed (By a grandson) 

A parallel to Genesis 24  (September 5, 2020)  (Ruth 1-2;  Genesis 24)  
 

Chapter One -- Pleasantness to bitterness: 
● Elimelech:  The choice to move to Moab -- Good and bad consequences of the choice of 

monetary security 
● The two sons:  Each was actually guilty of marrying foreigners  
● Naomi:  The choice to “go back” because to Judah and “her people and her God” because times 

were better 
● Ruth:  Defines loyalty (avoids “look out for number one”) by choosing to return to Judah with 

Naomi 
● Internal motivation:  Ruth 1:16 KJV   And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, [or] to 

return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I 
will lodge: thy people [shall be] my people, and thy God my God:  

● Pleasantness to bitterness:  Ruth 1:21 KJV   I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me 
home again empty: why [then] call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, 
and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 

● Notice:  They return together to Bethlehem (City of David) at barley harvest 

Chapter Two -- Enter Boaz the kinsman redeemer: 
● Ruth:  Proves to be a hard worker; heads to the field and by “hap” (happenstance from God’s 

happenings) ends up in the field of Boaz 
● Not luck:  Ruth 2:2 KJV   And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the 

field, and glean ears of corn after [him] in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto 
her, Go, my daughter. 

● Enter Boaz:  Ruth 2:4 KJV   And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, 
The LORD [be] with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee. 

● Boaz is introduced to Ruth:  Ruth 2:6 KJV   And the servant that was set over the reapers 
answered and said, It [is] the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of the country 
of Moab: 

● Invitation to stay in the field of the redeemer:  Ruth 2:8 KJV   Then said Boaz unto Ruth, 
Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but 
abide here fast by my maidens: 

● Abide and when you are athirst:  Ruth 2:9 KJV   [Let] thine eyes [be] on the field that they do 
reap, and go thou after them: have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch 
thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of [that] which the young men 
have drawn. 

● Scripture speaks for God:  Ruth 2:10-13 KJV   Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to 
the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take 
knowledge of me, seeing I [am] a stranger? (11) And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath 
fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine 
husband: and [how] thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and 
art come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. (12) The LORD recompense thy 
work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art 
come to trust. (13) Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast 
comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not 
like unto one of thine handmaidens. 

● Ruth 2:23 KJV   So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest 
and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law. 

  



Check the fine points as the Bereans:   Acts 17:11 KJV   These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so. 

Some questions: 
● What led Naomi back to Judah even though she seemed afflicted by the Lord: God draws (John 

6:44 KJV) and the Holy Spirit guides (John 16:13 KJV)  
● What led Ruth to follow Naomi to a new land:  What drew Ruth to “thy people [shall be] my 

people, and thy God my God” -- when she had “her people” and “her gods”  

Holy Spirit is the answer -- Previous example is Genesis 24: 
● Genesis 24:1-4 KJV   The Father (Abraham) instructs the Servant (Eliezer) to search for a bride 

for the Son (Isaac) from a preselected country  
● Genesis 24:15-20 KJV  the Servant (Eliezer) selects a bride for the son/Son  

● The asking Genesis 24:58 KJV   And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with 
this man? And she said, I will go.  

More questions: 
● Why return to the City of David -- we will see later with the birth of Obed the son/grandson 
● Why the mention of the “barley harvest” (mentioned in the last verse of Chapter 1 & 2) 

Feast of Pentecost/Shavuot:  Instructions of the Feast of Pentecost is found in Leviticus 23:15-21 
as a harvest feast (of barley) using leavened bread, goats and sheep.  
● Pentecost was the birth and death date of King David 
● Pentecost was the birth of the church (Holy Spirit) -- but, could be the harvest date of the 

church with the believers being the “barley harvest” or the firstfruits that follow Jesus 

Chapter Two likenesses: 
● Ruth goes to the field to gleans -- God’s instruction regarding leaving the corners of fields for 

“poor” and “strangers” is found in Leviticus 23:22 KJV 
● Ruth by “hap” goes to the field of Boaz (a Christ type) -- Rebekah was led to Issac  
● Ruth is in search of a field owned by the person “in whose sight I shall find grace” (Boaz) 
● Boaz comes from Bethlehem and is blessed -- Jesus comes from Bethlehem and is blessed 
● When Boaz questioned who Ruth was the servant introduced -- the servant introduced 

Rebekah and Issac 
● Ruth is called “daughter” by Boaz -- we are called sons/daughters/children by God 
● Boaz asks Ruth to not go to “another field” -- Jesus asks us to abide in Him -- stay connected 
● Boaz instructs Ruth what to do when she is “athirst” -- Jesus instructs about living water 
● Ruth falls “on her face” bows and asks “Why Me Lord” -- not uncommon to believers everyday 
● Boaz answers “thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art 

come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore” -- Jesus answers the same 
● Ruth, a gentile, knows her identity as not the same -- so does Boaz and Jesus 

● Colossians 3:11 KJV   Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond [nor] free: but Christ [is] all, and in all. 

● Boaz sees the heart of Ruth and promises a reward from heaven:   “a full reward be given thee 
of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. 
● Psalm 91:4 KJV   He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou 

trust: his truth [shall be thy] shield and buckler. 
● Ruth stays connected --  Ruth 2:23 KJV   So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto 

the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law. 
 
 

  


