
Divine Providence:  Naomi & Ruth Under the Wings of God 

Ruth a virtuous woman during a national apostasy 
A shadow of things to come -- Christ and Bride of Christ -- A gentile marries a Jew 

(August 23, 2020)  (Ruth 1-2) 
 
 

Chapter 1 -- Trials and tribulation: 
● Elimelech (husband) leaves the “chosen people” for financial security and relocates in the land 

of the Moabs taking his wife (Naomi) and two soms resulting in improper marriages, death and 
bitterness -- Money cannot buy happiness 

● Naomi is desolate:  Husband and two married sons die in Moab leaving her without kinsmen 
● Naomi decides to return to Judah and “her people and her God” because time were better 
● Dedication: Ruth (daughter in law) choses to return with Naomi 
● Blame game:  Naomi changes her name to Mara (“bitter” from bitter waters of Exodus 15:23) 

blaming God -- “the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me”  
● Concludes:  Ruth 1:21 KJV   I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: 

why [then] call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty 
hath afflicted me? 

Chapter 2 -- God’s mercy that even the bitter can see: 
● Ruth the dedicated daughter “in law” goes to glean for food during the barley harvest 
● By “hap” (verse 3) she goes to the field of Boaz -- happenstance from God’s happenings 

● Romans 8:28 KJV   And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose. 

● Ruth meets Boaz (Christ type) -- a type of salvation:  Ruth 2:10-12 KJV   Then she fell on her 
face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine 
eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I [am] a stranger? (11) And Boaz 
answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy 
mother in law since the death of thine husband: and [how] thou hast left thy father and thy 
mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest not 
heretofore. (12) The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD 
God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. 

● Naomi sees the light/hope -- God’s mercy and grace:  Ruth 2:20 KJV   And Naomi said unto her 
daughter in law, Blessed [be] he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living 
and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man [is] near of kin unto us, one of our next 
kinsmen. 

● Quote from John Piper:  You fearful saints fresh courage take -- The clouds you so much dread -- 
Are big with mercy and will break -- In blessings on your head. 
● Seek refuge under the wings of God even when they seem to be all shadows, and at just 

the right time God will let you look out from his Eagle's nest 

Transformation -- A renewal of the mind begins a renewal of the world:  
● Faith is God (Boaz) plus action:  Matthew 7:7 KJV   Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 

shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
● Chapter 1 and 2 show God’s mercy and grace, God’s divine providence -- sovereign guidance 

and control of the situations/circumstances 
● Divine providence leads to Chapter 3 and transformation/man’s use of the mind -- passive 

righteousness vs aggressive righteousness at the hand of divine providence 
● God’s plan is about God not us:  Esther 4:14 KJV   For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at 

this time, [then] shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another 
place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for [such] a time as this? 



God’s Divine Providence: Ruth -- The Tie That Binds 
 
Invisible threads of transgressive women: 

● Divine providence defined:  God's intervention in the universe -- intervention good and bad  
● Book of Ruth is read during Shavuot/Pentecost -- The Book links three separate women 

● The three are:  Eldest daughter of Lot; Tamar; Ruth 
● Transgressive defined: Violation of accepted or imposed boundaries;  the torah instructions 
● Levitical Law summarized:  If a husband dies without having fathered any children, his widow is 

entitled to marry and have children with his brother. If the brother refuses, he is subject to 
public contempt. (Levirate Union) 

The eldest daughter of Lot -- a gentile woman: 
● Daughters of Lot believed after Sodom & Gomorrah that no men existed to produce children 
● Daughters got Lot drunk, had sex with him producing two children -- Moab and Ammon 
● Moab becomes head of tribe of Moabites -- ancestors of Ruth the Moabite 
● The drive was children -- the method was a family bloodline ( a round about fulfillment of Law) 

Tamar, daughter in law of Judah -- a gentile woman:  
● Judah marries Er to Tamar a foreigner and the son is killed by God 
● Judah marries Onan to Tamar for children by Levirate Union -- Onan dies 
● Tamar (to fulfill Levirate Union) pretends to be a prostitute, seduces Judah and has a child, an 

ancestor to Boaz 
● Judah wanted Tamar burned at the stake but decided the Tamar was more righteous than he 

Ruth the Moabite -- a gentile woman:  
● Chapter 3 of the Book of Ruth explain the complete details of Ruth and the redeemer kinsman 
● A Levirate Union takes place; the birth of Obed, father of Jesse, father of King David, the line of 

our Messiah Emmanual Jesus Christ 

Result of God’s Divine Providence: 
● Three gentile women "supposed" to be subordinate have subversively turned history around -- 

the completed plan of God 
● Three gentile women have stretched the law beyond its normal understanding, in order to 

bring their children into the world -- their children that fulfilled a piece of the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ 

● To quote Book of Esther:  Esther 4:14 KJV   For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, 
[then] shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou 
and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for [such] a time as this? 

God’s plan will prevail: 
● God over man:  Proverbs 19:21 KJV   [There are] many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless 

the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. 
● Divine providence:  Isaiah 14:24 KJV   The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have 

thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, [so] shall it stand: 


