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Dear Lord God, I just want to thank you so much for bringing us all here tonight and I 
just want to thank you so much that you have saved me, Lord. Thank you so much for 
forgiving me of my sins, Lord. Thank you so much that you are my Savior. I know so 
many of us here, Lord, even pray the same prayer and I just want to thank you so much, 
Lord, for saving our souls. I just want to pray, Lord, that you will just help us tonight, 
Lord, to have listening ears, Lord, just to hear what you have to say. I pray, Lord, that 
any words I have to say, Lord, that are not from you, that they won't be said, Lord, to say
it in my own words, just that you will speak through me, Lord. I just pray, Lord, for your 
presence, Lord. I pray, Lord, you will just help us just to hear what you have to say to us 
and just, Lord, that it will sink in. Thank you so much, Lord, for how amazing your Son 
Jesus is. Thank you so much, Lord, that we can come together tonight and just listen to 
your Son Jesus, and just to see who he really is and what he means for us and what it 
means to have a relationship with him. Lord, I just want to pray, Lord, if there is anyone 
here tonight that doesn't have a personal relationship with you, Lord, that they will be 
challenged tonight just to come to know you as Savior, Lord, and to see what an amazing
relationship this can be and how this can be completely life-changing, Lord. We just 
want to thank you, Lord, that we can have complete confidence in you because of what 
you have done in me. And Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord, that you are a God who 
saves and whenever we belong to you, you will never let anyone pluck us out of your 
hand. I just want to thank you for that assurance, Lord. Thank you for your salvation. 
Thank you for your love for us. In your name. Amen.

So before we start, it was kind of interesting, Liam was up there speaking and maybe 
you're thinking to yourself, maybe you're not a Christian here tonight and you're thinking 
to yourself it's a bit strange what Liam just said. You know, this is not a religion, that it's 
a relationship, that it's a relationship with Jesus, and that's what he was kind of saying and
his final sentence would be that Jesus is the answer. Maybe you were thinking to yourself
that that's a little bit strange, especially it would be in the 21st century and there are so 
many different ideas, so many different views, so many different theories, so many 
different religions, how can we stand up here and say that Christianity is anything 
different, and how can we say that a relationship with Jesus is all you need? Surely that's 
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a little bit backward in the 21st century with so many different viewpoint, why can we 
stand here and say that being involved in a relationship with Jesus is the way and the only
way to heaven and to eternity with Jesus and eternity with God and an eternity of 
forgiveness? And you might be sitting here and you think you know the answer to that 
but you're not really too sure what's involved in a relationship with Jesus, you know, what
must I do to take part in this relationship? Can I lose my relationship with God if I'm 
already in one? Maybe you're here tonight and you are a Christian but you are worried 
that you won't be on the last day of your life, maybe you're worried that salvation is 
something that we can have today and not have tomorrow. And there are lots of different 
walks we can come from but really I'm just talking about a relationship with Jesus and I 
think that those questions that we have are really answered in John 15 when we look at 
Jesus when he calls himself divine.

So open up to John 15. You know, I don't even need to say anything about looking at 
Christians in Syria or looking at the persecution that Christians are getting from extremist
groups like ISIS and so on, and many other groups, that some Christians, they lay their 
lives down for this kind of thing. They don't let go. They hold onto Jesus until the 
moment they die. And you think to yourself, why? Why do some Christians hold onto 
Jesus and if they would just deny him, they can have their life on this earth, why is it that 
to the very bitter end, they will hold onto trusting in Jesus and is it really worthwhile to 
have this relationship with him? That's why I want to read from John 15.

Before I do, this is kind of breaking into the middle of the last 24 hour period before 
Jesus is going to be killed. The whole third of the book of John actually is written with 
the 24 hour period before Jesus dies, preceding his death. That one day before he dies, a 
whole third of John is just based on that day, and so it's very slow motion. It kind of goes 
through that last day with Jesus and his disciples and we really get this picture of a 
relationship that Jesus has with his disciples and with others, and we really get Jesus' 
heart and his love for his disciples as he spends this last day with them knowing that he's 
about to be killed, knowing that he's about to be seized because that's his plan from the 
very start. So it's very slow motion and involved in this is the Last Supper, which I'm sure
you've heard of, and Leonardo da Vinci, I'm sure you've heard of him, this famous artist, 
he painted the scene of the Last Supper and he has them all as if they are almost posing 
for the artist. But really in the book of John in this Last Supper and in this Upper Room, 
we don't really get that many physical details but we do get a lot of emotional details. We
really see where Jesus' heart is in all of this, and actually it starts in chapter 13, verse 1, 
showing us that he loves the disciples and he's going to love those who belong to him to 
the very end. It says in verse 1 of chapter 13, "Now before the Feast of the Passover, 
when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end." So he has this real love 
and that's what I think we see in chapter 15 as well. 

You know, in chapter 14, Jesus completely avoids parables. He's up there in the Upper 
Room with his disciples and just tells them directly exactly what's going to happen to 
him; the fact that he's going to be killed; the fact that he's going to rise again from the 
dead; the reason why he is doing this, to forgive them of their sins and to forgive the 
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world of their sins if they only but ask him. And he just gives them direct information, 
exactly what he's going to do, and how the disciples themselves will face persecution for 
standing up for Jesus after his death. But really in chapter 15, is Jesus' last ever parable he
tells his disciples before he dies and we really get this sense of urgency picking up even 
more. It gets even more urgent because Jesus knows he's only got a couple more hours 
with his disciples and he's going to tell them one last parable, one last parable to help 
them see that this is worthwhile; that even after Jesus' death when they see him rise again 
and they are excited to see him with them, and after he has ascended back into heaven, 
are they going to fight to serve Jesus to the very end. Something Jesus says here makes it 
completely worthwhile and helps them to realize that it's not on your own strength but in 
God's and we'll read what he says in verse 1 of chapter 15. He says,

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in 
me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in 
me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be 
my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be full. 12 This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command you.

We'll just stop there to verse 14. And you might think it's a bit of a strange last parable 
for Jesus to tell. He's going to show them that his relationship with his disciples and his 
relationship with us if we choose to follow him, is going to be so worthwhile that it's 
worth following Jesus to the end. You might think he'll talk about how it's like being in 
love that you experience each other to a new level every time, and the more you get to 
know each other, the more you experience each other. Or you might be talking about a 
relationship that a father might have with a son, or a mother with a daughter, or the other 
way around as well, mother/son, etc., you know, that kind of give and take, that love and 
respect. You might talk about the relationship that brothers share with each other or 
brothers and sisters or sisters with sharing and defending. You might talk about two 
friends who are in a close relationship. But no, Jesus talks about a vine and it seems like a
bit of a strange thing for Jesus to start talking about in his last ever parable. 
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You see, they were in Jerusalem at the time and surrounding Jerusalem, surrounding the 
city were lots of vineyards, these vine grapes that grew, and grapevines even that grew, 
and it allowed the disciples to get the wine that they were drinking from. They would 
have quite often gone through the vineyards and they would've taken the grapes to make 
their wine out of and so they were used to the vineyards and Jesus says as they were 
drinking from the wine, they had just had their last supper so they had just finished 
drinking from the wine, and he just said to them as they are looking at their cups and 
looking at the wine they had just drunk, knowing that it came from the vine, Jesus says, 
"I am the vine. Think of me as the vine and think of yourselves as a branch." And you 
might think to yourself that's a very egotistical thing for Jesus to say about himself, that 
just like he says the branches cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me, and he's basically saying that without me, 
without Jesus, that we are useless; that we need Jesus; that our whole lives depend on 
him; that in order for us to bear fruit and in order for us to do anything that is worth 
anything in eternity, that we need to be connected to Jesus, but really actually when we 
look into the character of Jesus and what really this passage means, we discover it's the 
right opposite of pride, that this is the height of humility. 

You see, Jesus just a couple of chapters before, I was reading there from chapter 13, he 
came before his disciples and he knew that he came from God and we read in verse 3, 
"knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 
God," he knew that he had all the power in the world, that with one click he could wipe 
out humanity, but what does he do? He gets up, he takes off his outer garments, he puts 
on a towel and washes his disciples' feet. You know, that's the kind of Jesus that we serve
and back there that was the very thing the lowest of the low would do. The lowest servant
would wash other people's feet and Jesus, in a sense, was calling himself their servant. He
was serving them and the same in this passage. You know, the vine serves the branches. 
Yes, the vine is greater than the branches and yet the vine serves the branches. You 
know, the life the vine gives to the branches and the nourishment the vine gives to the 
branches, help the branches to live and to grow and in the same way, Jesus gives to us, he
gives us his life, he gives us his nourishment, he gives us his love, he gives us his joy, he 
gives us his peace and so much more. We read there in verse 9, "As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you." So we know that he gives us his love. We know he gives us his 
joy in verse 11, "These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be full." In chapter 14, verse 27, he gives us his peace, and not just the 
peace the world gives but so much better, the peace of a perfect relationship with God. 
Yet even more so, he gives us himself. He gives us his life. Just like the vine gives life to 
the branches, so Jesus gives his life for us on the cross.

You know, we are not perfect. We all know that and there are many things, I'm sure, that 
you've done that you wouldn't tell me, and I have done that I wouldn't tell you, things we 
thought and things that we are not proud of really, because we know we're not perfect and
Jesus, the Son of God, he is perfect, came to this earth and died for our sins in our stead 
so that we don't have to be punished for our sins, so that we don't have to go before God 
and meet his wrath, but instead that God can show us his love, knowing that we are 
forgiven, washed clean so that we can be with him forever. But that can only happen if 
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Jesus, the perfect Son of God, will die in our place, and that's what he did. He gave us 
himself. So really it's the very opposite of pride but it's the height of humility that Jesus 
was willing to give himself, even though he didn't need to, for us.

In what must we do, maybe it's your next question. In a relationship, there are two ways 
surely, and what must we do in order to be part of this relationship with Jesus where he 
gives us everything and where we can have a perfect relationship with him where we are 
forgiven of our sins and we have this assurance that for the rest of our lives no matter 
what happens, we have eternity with him at the other end, how can we have that? And the
word is repeated over and over and over again in chapter 15, it's the word "abide." "Abide
in me and I in you because a branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you unless you abide in me." The word "abide," verse 7 as well, "If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you." 
And the word "abide" is over and over and over again in the chapter. To abide in Jesus, 
that's the answer. It's not what we do. Jesus isn't telling us to do less than that and this is 
maybe what a lot of people think the Christian life is, a list of regulations, a list of laws 
that you must follow in order to be a Christian. Jesus just says, "No. Abide. Come. 
Remain in me." 

It's not hard to remain in Jesus, just to come to him and say, "Yes, Lord. You have died 
for my sins. You have paid the price. I just want to remain in you." You know, the branch
doesn't have to work hard to try to get fruit out. No, it just abides in the vine. The vine is 
the one that gives the life out and helps the branch to bear fruit, and in the same way, we 
are not to do things by ourselves. We know the fruit, in a sense, is like a picture of our 
works, the things that we do in order to help people see Jesus better. We talk in Galatians,
we read about the fruit of the Spirit which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, all these virtues that come from ourselves
through God, through Jesus, through the vine. These things only come from the vine, 
from Jesus, that whenever we are in a relationship with him, these things are shown in 
our lives that we love each other more than we could ever love without him. And people 
will see that. You see the branches before you see the vine, don't you? The vine that's 
covered in branches and covered in fruit, you couldn't really see the vine but you can see 
all the fruit right away, couldn't you? And you come up to pick up the fruit, then you see 
the vine, and it's the same with us. People see us before they see Jesus. They see the lives 
we live and they see how we love each other and this is what Jesus said. You know, this 
is how people will know that you are my disciples, that you love one another. If we have 
that love, if we have that fruit growing in our lives, people will want to know who Jesus 
is and come into this relationship as well. That's why it's so important that we bear fruit 
as Christians. But it's not hard. Jesus just says to come. 

You know, I was with my family and a bunch of other families actually in this church 
where I was there for two weeks and it was really good actually, and one of the days, a 
beautiful day, hot the whole day so if you were there, you would know which day it was 
because there were only two or three of those days. But all the guys, we went out for a 
big hike and it was really really good but in hiking, we had done a couple of peaks, we 
were going back down again and we heard this sheep farmer up one of the hills in the 
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distance belting and screaming away, and we would have wondered what he was doing if 
it weren't for the fact that one of our friends had just told us a half an hour before that the 
sheep farmer was calling for his sheep and we saw about three or four sheep actually, 
pick up their ears and starting to run toward the sheep farmer because they recognized his
voice. And as we got about a mile closer, we realized he also had some sheep dogs who 
were gathering them in as they got closer. But the sheep heard his voice and they 
recognized the sheep farmers voice and it's like Jesus, he's just saying, "Come." He's 
calling to us, "Come. Come to me. Abide in me." And if you hear his voice, just come as 
you are. You don't need to dress yourself up first. You don't need to sort some things out 
in your life first or get some issues cleared. Just come as you are in whatever situation 
you're in and Jesus will take you and let you become part of this beautiful relationship 
with the branch and the vine.

You know, God keeps us and he never lets us go if we belong to him and just a wee verse
to show you that actually in John 6:39 it says, "And this is the will of him who sent me," 
Jesus is speaking, "that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me," he being God 
the Father, "but raise it up on the last day." Or in John 10:28 Jesus says, "I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand." If 
we belong in the vine, we will stay there and the vinedresser, this is where he comes in as
well. We were just talking about fruit, that we just kind of realize that a Christian life isn't
just being a Christian, isn't just abiding in Jesus, but also he expects us to bear fruit. But 
how do we do that? Not of ourselves. Through letting the vine work through us. And 
also, it's by letting the vinedresser work through us as well.

You know, there is the vine, that's Jesus; the branches, that's us; the vinedresser, that's 
God the Father. And God the Father who his task in verse 1 and verse 2, "I am the true 
vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he 
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit." 
First of all, I'll talk about the pruning. You know, he has two jobs: one is to cut off your 
fruitless branches; and the other one is to prune the fruitful ones. 

You see, you might think to yourself why does Jesus, why was God the Father, the 
vinedresser, like the farmer of the vine, need to prune or cut away other branches if they 
are already clean? Sure enough, the next verse says, "Already you are clean because of 
the word that I have spoken to you." You know, if we are forgiven, we are forgiven 
indeed. We've just been reading that, that if you belong to God, you belong to God 
forever so why does God need to prune us? Why does God the Father to cut away at our 
lives? And that could be hurtful, couldn't? It like a vinedresser uses a knife to cut out a 
branch and maybe take off the unwanted shoots that are going to stop the branch from 
bearing fruit and maybe even remove a foot or two from the branch so that it remains 
strong in the wind, or might remove some flower clusters so that no fruit is lost. Why is 
God the Father doing this? He's not doing it to make us Christians, we already belong to 
Jesus. He's doing it so that there is maximum fruit bearing. 

You see, there are two things in the Christian life: one is to belong to Jesus, just abide in 
him; the other is to bear fruit, and we really don't even need to worry about that in a sense
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as well. If we belong in Jesus, if we remain in him and fix our eyes on him and fix our 
eyes on his word, then we will bear fruit. God the Father will help us to do that, but 
sometimes that will be hurtful just like a knife hurts when it cuts through the branch if the
branch were able to feel it, you know, it would be hurtful. In the same way, I know a lot 
of people have a fear of dentists. My girlfriend is a dentist so she is training to be a 
dentist, and especially with the news of this dentist who came out and hunted lions. I 
don't think she is planning on doing that anytime soon, but it could be hurtful, couldn't it?
You go to the dentist and you have to have a lot of work done to your teeth and it would 
be hurtful, painful, maybe you don't really want to go but you know in the back of your 
head that there is a reason you are there, that the dentist is there. It's the same with God. 
Sometimes we go through suffering in our lives but if we belong in him and only if we 
belong in him, is there a purpose behind the suffering, that if you remain in the vine 
throughout the suffering, you will become stronger Christians through it. There is a 
purpose behind it, just like the dentist working at your teeth, your teeth are better after. 
Just like a surgeon cutting away at your body, it helps heal you after. And just like God 
the Father, the vinedresser, cutting away at the branch, it makes you more fruitful after so
that more people will see Jesus, will see the fruit you're bearing and will want to follow 
Jesus as well. 

It's all for bringing people to Jesus and that does not mean life will be easy. You know, at
times life will be good, other times, life will be difficult, but the reason we are here isn't 
to have a happy life, the reason we are here is to point people to Jesus, and when we do 
that, then we experience true joy, joy that is deeper than just having a nice home and a 
happy family and so on. Joy that is everlasting because we know that we are doing 
something with an eternal purpose, much more than this life will last. We are doing 
something that God is blessing us in, that others will come to know him as well. 

You know, there is no other way we can do that and that's why branches who do not 
belong to Jesus are called fruitless branches because any fruit they bear, you know, there 
is actually a passage in the Old Testament about Israel bearing fruit but it was called wild
grapes. God wasn't happy with it and that's because in a sense you can do many brilliant 
things, can't you, if you're not a Christian? You can do many wonderful things for other 
people but it won't have an eternal consequence of saving your soul or bringing other 
people to Jesus unless you do it through God. That's why God is only pleased with the 
fruit that we bear through him because when we bear fruit through Jesus, people will see 
him, will see Jesus and will want to know him as well, and that is the most special thing 
we can do on this earth, is to bring people to Jesus. Jesus does the healing. God does the 
fixing. All we can do is bring people to Jesus and say, "Come, look at Jesus. Abide in 
him." And whenever they do that, they will find out for themselves what a brilliant 
relationship this is, one of love, one of respect, one of joy, one of peace even through 
suffering.

You know, there is a warning there as well in verse 4, and it wouldn't be right for me to 
bypass it. It's in the passage and it is very much talked about by Jesus and verse 4 says, 
"Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me." There is verse 2 as well, "Every 
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branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away." What is the other job for the 
vinedresser apart from pruning? It's to take away the fruitless branches. It's to take away 
the branches that were a bit like Judas in these chapters, the ones that who pretend to be 
Christians, maybe come along to church and do many wonderful things whether or not 
they pretend to be Christians, but they don't belong to Jesus. Again, they are fruitless. 
They don't have eternal life because they haven't accepted Jesus' death for them. 

Like I said, we are all sinners and the only way out is just to accept Jesus because he has 
done it all for us, but if we don't accept him, then we are not forgiven. We are fruitless 
branches and what happens to the branch that isn't fruitful? The Father cuts them away 
and what does he do? Verse 6, "If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned." And
I'm sure you know what that means. It's talking about eternal punishment; that Jesus is 
saying that without him, without abiding in the vine, without just coming to Jesus and 
asking him into our hearts and asking him for forgiveness, without Jesus in our lives, 
without God, the vinedresser, pruning us and making us more like himself, we are 
fruitless and we deserve punishment for our sins. In a sense we all do but we are 
forgiven. If you don't take God's forgiveness, then we deserve to be burned which is hell, 
the punishment forever. And we know that those people are not Christians and never 
were Christians because we read in 1 John 2:19, "They went out from us, but they were 
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us." 

You know, if you are a true Christian, God will help you continue with him, and there 
may be times when we slip, times when we aren't sure what we believe in, but if we truly 
believe in God, if we truly abide in Jesus, he will bring us back to himself.  You know, a 
vine goes through the four seasons like every other plant. Maybe you're feeling like 
you're going through the winter at the moment where you're not really bearing much fruit,
just abide in the vine, abide in Jesus, trust in him, read in his word, come before him, tell 
him what you're suffering, what you're going through and spring will come. Just trust in 
Jesus and God will protect you.

And just as we are finishing off, I've said it enough times, abide in Jesus. Trust in Jesus. 
He's all you need. But maybe even as a Christian, maybe you have other vines that you 
are swayed to go to as well, maybe other things that you trust in instead of Jesus, things 
that you put at the center of your life instead of Jesus. It could even be church. It could be
possessions. It could be your bank account. It could be education. It could be your sex 
drive. Could be connections. Could be your personal skill, relationships. Many more 
things that you maybe put at the center of your life and many of these things in and of 
themselves are good things but when we put our whole trust in those things and not in 
Jesus, then we are not abiding fully in him. 

God is the vinedresser. Jesus is the vine. He is the life giver. Everything else is like a 
parasite, it sucks out the life. You know, Jesus is the only one who is a life giver. That's 
why he calls himself the vine. He calls himself other things too. He is the bread in the 
sense that he sustains us. He's the light in the sense that he shows us the way. And many 
other things too. He's the shepherd in the fact that he cares for us, and many other things 
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too. But he is also the vine because he gives us life and life eternal and joy and peace in 
him, and we need to trust in him and not in ourselves.

I'm just going to finish off, really I'm just going to finish off if you give me two more 
minutes and we will finish off in Matthew 6, and this is a call to those who are Christians 
maybe who maybe feel like they have been straying from the vine. But it is also for you if
you're not a Christian here tonight and you want to accept him into your life, and it's a 
call not to be anxious. If you accept Jesus into your life, there is no need to worry. 

Verse 25 of Matthew 6 says, "Therefore I tell you," again that's Jesus speaking, "do not 
be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body,
what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look 
at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I 
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, 
saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the 
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you." 

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to 
you. Seek first Jesus, the vine. Come to him. Abide in him. Trust in him. He is all you 
need. God is all you need. Come to him. Accept that we are sinners, that Jesus has died 
on the cross for our sins, paid the price. We don't need to pay the price. Come to him. 
Abide in him. Seek first the kingdom of God and all these things will be added to you.

Let me just pray.

Dear Lord God, I just want to thank you so much that you have made it easy for us, Lord.
You know, I just want to thank you so much that you have sent your Son into this earth to 
pay the price for us. He did the work for us. He went and lived a perfect life because we 
couldn't, and was blameless before God because we couldn't be, and died for our sins 
and paid our price that we should be paying for because we couldn't, so that if we trust in
him and accept him as Savior, we don't have to pay for our sins and be punished for it 
forever but we can come before him and be forgiven because he has paid the price for us.
Lord, we need you. We come before you because we know we need you. We love you 
because of what you have done for us and what you continue to do. We abide in you. 
Help us just to come before you, Lord, just to accept you as Savior, just to come like you 
have asked us to, just to remain in you, to hold close to you knowing that you are the life 
giver, you are the one who gives us joy, hope, peace, and eternal life with you forever of 
forgiveness. Lord, I just want to thank you for everything you are, everything you've 
done, and everything you continue to be. In your gracious and precious name. Amen.
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