
BOOK OF 1 KINGS
THE LORD’S ANGER AT SOLOMON

1 KINGS 11:9-25

Introduction
Last week we saw in our Bible study how that Solomon had turned his heart
away from the Lord—Not a wise move by one who was the wisest man ever!  

The specific reason for this that was stated in Verse 3 of this Chapter.  
The multitude of the pagan wives of Solomon turned his heart to their idols. 

Solomon began to allow sexual perversion and even human sacrifices to
infiltrate Israel because of these idols.  Solomon knew better! 

The question that arose at this point was NOT, “Will Solomon be punished for
his disobedience?”  No, the real question is, “HOW would Solomon be
punished for his disobedience?”    Let’s look at several things here:
I. WE SEE THE REASONS FOR THE LORD’S ANGER.  (11:9-10)

The LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned from
the LORD, the ONE TRUE GOD, to serve idols made with men’s
hands! 

Think about it!  The Lord had appeared unto Solomon not once, but
twice!  He knew the LORD God of Israel was real!  

He knew the goodness of the LORD in having given him
great wisdom and riches!   

The LORD had made a covenant with him!

Yet, Solomon still forsook the Lord and disobeyed His commands. 
That is resisting the Word of God which is REBELLION!

God gets angry at our rebellion and resistance to His Word as
well! He rightfully expects His Word to be obeyed!

1 John 5:3—For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

John 14:15—If ye love me, keep my commandments.
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What was Solomon thinking when he adopted the philosophy “I can
do my own thing. I don't have to obey God.”    We don’t know what he
was thinking, but He became a fool in doing so!

Proverbs 28:26—He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso
walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.

 
Solomon knew the ways of the LORD! 

Solomon had the law of the LORD to know what He
required of Him!

Solomon knew there were consequences for disobedience!

Solomon knew what the LORD had done to chastise his
father David when he egregiously sinned!

Solomon had no doubt seen what the LORD did in the lives
of others who sinned against the LORD!

Yet, somehow Solomon thought things would be different in his case!

Let’s think about our ways for a moment:
We have a loving Heavenly Father!
His love was manifested to us in the sending of His only
begotten Son into the world to pay the price for our sins!

We have the completed Word of God!
Romans 15:4  For whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 

We know (or should know) what the LORD requires of us!

We can see God’s dealings with others in the past!
We can see others sins being dealt with by the LORD!
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1 Corinthians 10:11-12 11  Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 12  Wherefore let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

We have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us!
Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

Listen, with all that we have in the LORD, when we choose to
live sinfully, it can cause us some problems too! 

When a child of God gets involved in immorality, drunkenness,
idolatry, stealing, lying, coveting, and such like it is a sad thing
for the life of that believer!  

God loves His children way too much to just leave them that
way!  Although sometimes all the LORD has to do to chastise
us is to let us be and let sin run its course in our lives!  

Sometimes the natural consequences of just the sin itself is the
best chastisement that can be dealt to the one involved!

Listen, if God doesn't want us to do something, then we don’t
need to be doing it.   And if and when we do disobey the
LORD, we need to be careful not to try to cover up our sin.

Proverbs 28:13  He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. 

Don’t despise the chastening of the LORD when it comes!

Proverbs 3:11-12 11  My son, despise not the chastening of the
LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 12  For whom the
LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom
he delighteth. 
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Proverbs 29:1   He, that being often reproved hardeneth his
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. 

WE SEE THE REASONS FOR THE LORD'S ANGER...
II. WE SEE THE RENDING OF THE KINGDOM!  (11:11-12)

Anytime one violates Bible principles and commands, they will
reap the consequences of those decisions. 

Satan tries to get us to believe several lies.
1. Nothing will happen to us.
2. We will get away with our disobedience.
3. God doesn't really mean that command.
4. God will not punish me for my sin.

The Scriptures are very clear that we will reap what we sow.
Galatians 6:7-8—Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall
of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

Solomon was a servant of God and rebelled against the Lord. 
Jeroboam was a servant of Solomon and the LORD was going to
use him to rebel against Solomon in the future. 

Solomon's rebellion and ungratefulness toward the LORD was
punished by rebellion and ingratitude toward him and his family. 
How fitting that he reaped what he sowed! 

When God warns of judgment for disobedience, mark it down, it
will come. 

Psalm 111:7—The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his
commandments are sure.
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III. WE SEE THE RESTRAINT OF THE LORD!  (11:13)
 Aren’t you glad for the restraint of the LORD?  

Our LORD is longsuffering!
Our LORD is gracious!  (Better to us than we deserve!)
Our LORD is merciful!

In Solomon’s case, God delayed the division of all the kingdom for
David's sake. The tribe of Judah would remain, enabling Jerusalem to
be the capital.

IV. WE SEE THE RAISING OF RESISTANCE!  
(11:14-25 esp. 14, 23)
Though God did not rend the kingdom out of Solomon’s hand in
his day, the LORD did stir up some enemies against him!
(Hadad the Edomite and Rezon the son of Eliadah)

Psalm 89:30-34—If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my
judgments; [31] If they break my statutes, and keep not my
commandments; [32] Then will I visit their transgression with the rod,
and their iniquity with stripes. [33] Nevertheless my lovingkindness
will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. [34]
My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my
lips.

 
Losing control of Damascus would be a splinter in Israel's side for
thousands of years to come. The Syrians would be a constant menace. 

They are still enemies of Israel today. Why did God stir up adversaries
against Solomon and Israel? 

The answer is that Solomon turned his heart from God and because of
that, Israel did too! 

Our disobedience and sinfulness has far reaching effects, often more
far reaching than we realize.  So we need to keep our heart right with
God!
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