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Introduction

 After seeing this progression (or digression as the case seems to be) through the 
worldviews that started with Deism and has brought us to Eastern Pantheistic 
Monism, we have watched as through the last several hundred years mankind has 
worked diligently at repressing the knowledge of God, denying natural revelation as 
His glory is seen and declared throughout creation, spurning special revelation 
through the Word of God, and even replacing the creation for the Creator in their 
thinking. 

 Each of these systems though has presented humanity with new issues and problems 
to work through, holes in the grid so to speak. And each new system is born out of 
trying to perfect the system before it.

 So where has that gotten us? We have travelled from the 1600s to the late 1900s and 
now that we have indeed entered the “new millennium” where are we when it 
comes to the cutting edge of worldviews? Well, since we have now passed 
“modernism” and the modern age, we have arrived at Postmodernism. 



No Boundaries

 That is the question we must ask now that the dominant grid through which reality is 
viewed is Postmodernism. As each system had problems, each deficient in some 
way and answering the meaningful questions, we have seen that the systems 
began to make even the questions irrelevant. All is meaningless except for the 
meaning that we give it. And what of Eastern thought? While it has pervaded our 
society in the West, there are still problems. The biggest though is that slowly but 
surely each of these worldviews has knocked off a little more truth and a little of the 
residue of a Theistic worldview (which we will discuss later).

 With each new system we move further and further away from God, to the point 
now that it is proclaimed by philosophers that God is dead. He died and is 
decomposing. Meaning of course that mankind is finally evolving to the point 
where we see no need for God.

 If we have no need for God, then there is not a God is there? 



No Truth

 Once we are rid of God then the next step is to declare that there is no such 
thing as absolute truth. Get that? It is the foundation of Postmodernism. There is 
no such thing as absolute truth. As several pastors and theologians have noted 
then, that makes defining Postmodernism difficult. It declares absolutely as truth 
that there is no absolute truth. The truth is that Postmodernism as a worldview 
does not even like the idea of having a worldview. 

 The result is that from a Postmodern mindset, everything is equally valid.
 One is not more true that the other, one is not above the other, all are equal. 

And we must learn to tolerate all equally.
 So Postmodernism says that there is no ultimate reality that we can know, no 

ultimate meaning, that we cannot know what is real and what is not, and so we 
must make our own meaning – but we cannot ever think that our meaning is 
right and others meaning is wrong. 



Pre-Modern and Post-Modern Thinkers

 The Pre-Modern thinker, for instance, looked at the world and said, 
“It’s our job as humans to create a just society based on a just God.”

 The Modern thinker came along and said, “No, no, no! We don’t 
need to have a just God to have a just society. What we need is 
universal human reason, and that can create a just society. In fact, it 
can create a more just society than those societies that people tried 
to base on God.”

 Then, the Postmodern thinker comes along, and he says, “Justice? 
There is no justice. All you can do is speak justice into being. You 
create justice out of your own head, and with your own words. What 
is justice?” 

 – Dr. Lig Duncan



Equally Valid and Invalid

 All stories are equally valid and equally invalid. It is fine for you 
to believe that story, but don’t impose it on anybody else. 

 Truth is whatever we can get our community to agree on. 
 Ethics are simply a social construct. 
 Morality is whatever we decide it is.
 Truth then is an illusion.



Right and Wrong

 If all truth is equally valid then how do we determine right 
and wrong? What might be right for you is wrong for me! 

 So how do we know which is really right and which is really 
wrong? Well, neither is right and neither is wrong. 

 This leads to the idea that we should have no laws, for we 
should all be completely free to do whatever we want for our 
own pleasure. 

 How quickly could the world destroy itself with that 
philosophy?



Post-Modern Thought and Education

 First of all, it asserts that all religions boil down to the same thing. Now, don’t try 
and confuse somebody with the facts on this. You know, it doesn’t matter whether 
you can show that a Muslim does not in fact have the same doctrinal beliefs and 
commitments that an evangelical Christian has. The assumption will be made on 
the part of the Postmodernist that all religions boil down to the same thing.

 Secondly, what’s true for you may not be true for me.

 Thirdly, all religious systems, followed sincerely, lead to the same spiritual reality. 
Woe unto you if you suggest that the sincere believer of another religious system is 
not going to end up with the same eternal reward that you expect for yourself.



Post-Modern Thought and Education

 Fourth, no religious assertions can claim to be true, and all of them are subject to 
revision.

 Fifth, truth claims are simply linguistic constructs, and they are derived from our own 
presuppositions. They’re not based on anything real. They don’t derive from something 
transcendent. They basically come from our language, and they are derived from the 
things that we have already presupposed about the world. In other words, truth is our 
own personal grid imposed upon the world. It’s not something discovered in the world 
that forms the way that we look at the world.

 And sixth, religious assertions are good insofar as they help people live in harmony. So 
you can believe what you want, as long as it leads to harmony. That’s why, in almost all 
of the cases of your students in university, going into university this year, going into 
orientation courses, one of the key things that will be beat into their heads is their moral 
judgments and their truth claims are perfectly fine, as long as they impose them on no 
one else. – Dr. Lig Duncan



The Bible and Post-Modernism

 The Biblical response though seemingly simple is difficult to impart because 
those who genuinely hold to Postmodernism will say that what the Bible says 
it true for us, and what they believe is true for them, and all “truth” is equally 
valid and should be able to live in harmony and peace. It is almost irritating. 
But the sad fact is that most who hold to a Postmodern worldview fail in one 
aspect of their worldview – they tolerate everything just fine until it comes to 
Christianity. Have you noticed that? All truth is equally as valid except 
Christian truth derived from Holy Scripture. That, they say, must be purged 
from society. But how does the Bible answer Postmodern thought? Let’s let 
the Scripture speak for itself (it is, after all, alive and active):



The Bible and Post-Modernism

 Truth – God’s Word is absolutely true and absolute truth!
 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

 …the Scripture cannot be broken… John 10:35
 …they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to 

find out whether these things were so. Acts 17:11
 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. Proverbs 

30:5
 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12



The Bible and Post-Modernism

 Sin, Right, and Wrong – Is there a difference between right and wrong?

 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the 
LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; – Psalm 19:8

 I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right – Psalm 119:175

 I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in right paths. – Proverbs 
4:11

 The thoughts of the righteous are right, But the counsels of the wicked are deceitful. 
– Proverbs 12:5

 The way of a guilty man is perverse; But as for the pure, his work is right. – Proverbs 
21:8



The Bible and Post-Modernism

 Relative Truth – Are all “truth claims” equal?
 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise. –

Proverbs 12:15
 Fools mock at sin, but among the upright there is favor. There is a way that seems 

right to a man, but its end is the way of death. – Proverbs 14:9, 12
 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs the hearts. -

Proverbs 21:2
 Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You. – Psalm 

119:11
 Romans 5:12 – Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and 

death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—
 …for whatever is not from faith is sin. – Romans 14:23



The Bible and Post-Modernism

 Good and Evil – Is there a difference? What if we confuse the two?

 Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell forevermore. – Psalm 37:27

 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! – Isaiah 5:20

 Seek good and not evil, that you may live; So the LORD God of hosts will be with 
you, As you have spoken. Hate evil, love good; Establish justice in the gate. It may 
be that the LORD God of hosts will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. – Amos 
5:14-15

 Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. – Romans 12:9



Conclusion

 Postmodernists, especially in the church, need to have their worldview 
informed by their faith (the Word of God) instead of having their faith 
informed by their worldview.

 Next Week: Defining Worldviews - Theism
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