
Paths of Righteousness - Psalm 23:3 (John 10) 9-19-21
As we begin today I want to bring in something that I mentioned last week. I mentioned a 

fairly recent statistic that was common from some studies that said 65-75% of Americans 
professed to be Christians. I don’t put a whole lot of weight into statistics, but this should make 
us stop and evaluate something. Though this has dropped some from previous years, it is still a 
pretty high percentage. But I asked the question, how does that make sense with the condition of 
our nation and the direction that we are going and have been going for some time now? I also 
saw something interesting from another study that found common themes to answers from 
people, which they then characterized five types of “Christians” based off of those people’s 
answers. They found that certain percentages of professing Christians fell into five categories, 
which were the active Christian, the professing Christian, the liturgical Christian, the private 
Christian, and the cultural Christian. Only one of them seemed to represent true biblical 
Christianity according to the descriptions of each category while the other four either were 
merely identified by their traditions and adherence to sacraments, or two of them focused 
primarily on a private type of religion or “relationship with Jesus” as they like to put it with little 
to no emphasis on the Bible, church, or evangelism or the other one described an inclusiveness 
where Jesus is not essential for salvation and there are many roads to God and heaven. So maybe 
this other study that breaks things up a bit makes us see that out of that 65-75% of Americans 
professing to be Christians, maybe only a small portion of them actually are Christians. Maybe 
it’s only 20%? I don’t know. But this lower percentage should make more sense when we think 
about the state of our nation as we must recognize that if there is true living faith then there will 
be evidence of paths of righteousness, consistent not perfect. 

Our nation is morally collapsing in on itself and has been for some time. It is no secret 
that the common American home-life is broken either by father-less homes, divorce, addictions 
and substance abuse, or apathy toward work and life. It is no secret that the mass majority of 
schools have no true virtue in their teachers or teaching when the push is evolution, humanism, 
and now Critical Race Theory and kids are pumped with this seven hours a day. It is no secret 
that there has been a massive moral collapse in our government and governmental policies where 
abortion is heralded as a human right, and where homosexuality and transgenderism is to be 
celebrated and accepted by everyone, and where over-reaching mandates about a virus are 
blatantly contradictory and tyrannical. It is no secret that there is a great lack of critical thinking 
within most of the generations represented in our society that see no problems with what’s going 
on or that are willing to comply without any hesitancy or resistance. This is happening all the 
while a mass majority of Americans claim to be Christian. Is there not something wrong with 
this, with the state of our nation, which is made up of tons of individuals deciding and acting 
daily from their beliefs in their spheres of life that then impact society in so many ways, 
especially when many of them claim to be Christian? If you don’t think there is anything wrong, 
I’d love to hear your reasoning. I honestly would, to understand your worldview. I think many 
professing Christians don’t even think twice about these issues, let alone see any major problems 
with the direction of our nation. If they do see the problems, many of them don’t do anything 
about it or think it isn’t their place to do anything about them. These are problems. And I would 
submit to you that true Christians won’t be able to continue like that. 

If we were to honestly line up our nation, which again has many professing Christians, 
and line it up to God’s Word what would we find? Would we find a representation of what we 



read in verse 3, “He leads me in paths of righteousness of His name s sake?” Does an open list of 
pronouns to call yourself whatever you want on the White House contact us form on their 
website, portray paths of righteousness? Does a school closing down locker rooms, because of a 
transitioning student who is changing their gender, so all are to go along with it, does that portray 
paths of righteousness? Does completely re-orienting our lives and our society around a virus 
that has a 99% survival rate portray paths of righteousness? You may object, “But that’s dealing 
with things separate from Christianity.” Are you not a Christian individual living in a collective 
society who is involved in various spheres of life? And does your faith not effect all areas? Does 
doing church online, portray paths of righteousness? Does feel good story time with Mr. Moral 
of the Story or does motivational speaking with Mr. Life Coach on Sunday morning for 15 
minutes and following them to get our itching ears scratched portray paths of righteousness? 

But David says that the good Shepherd leads His sheep in paths of righteousness for His 
name’s sake. So a consistent pattern of walking in paths that are unrighteous according to God 
wouldn’t show that Jesus is leading or that that sheep is following Him or that they are even His 
sheep in the first place, right? This is the reality we need to be confronted with in our day, 
because if we keep ignoring what God has said then we are going to find ourselves in times of 
greater confusion and further in greater judgment. God judged His covenant people for their 
spiritual adultery, their blending of religions, and their unfaithfulness to do what they were 
commanded to do. That was the visible church, which was a mix of false believers and true 
believers. Often He judged the false believers through godless outside people groups. Though 
there was heavy judgment on the false believers in that visible church, there was a remnant 
within. God sustained His remnant and strengthened them during that time as they stood up 
against Israel’s, the visible church’s wickedness even though they felt the second-hand effects of 
that judgment. Just read Habbakkuk or Jeremiah. We need to think about this in our day. There 
are so many similarities. And God’s people have work to do. Our paths, if we are truly His sheep, 
will resemble following the Righteous One in righteousness, which is to be according to His 
definition of it.

So today we look at what this statement includes in God’s intending meaning of, “He 
leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” We will look at it with these headings in 
mind, 1) Following only one, 2) In paths, plural, 3) Of righteousness defined and applied, and 4) 
All Him. 

In the restoration of my soul God’s grace brings me to forsake myself, my sin, and the 
world and causes me to desire and act upon the desire to follow Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, 
my Shepherd. As a sheep, His sheep, I follow my Shepherd. So in following, I am behind Him as 
He is in front of me leading me. He is in front leading me, for one, because He went before me as 
my Substitute. In His life, death, resurrection, and ascension He went the way I needed to go in 
order to be right before God and He did it for me. For two, He is leading me, because He is the 
only one who knows the way of righteousness. He is the only one who truly knows how to live 
with integrity, virtue, purity, and correctness of mind, emotion, and will. In this following I have 
a submission to His Lordship where He is the authority on what kind of life I am to live, which I 
ought to know is where true freedom is, within His boundaries. In this need to follow Jesus 
reminds us of what John 10 says where when He speaks His sheep hear His voice and they 
follow Him. They do not follow strangers. They don’t recognize the stranger’s voice. So, 
foundational to that is hearing the right voice, which, for us, is not the audible voice of God, but 



God’s revealed will in Holy Scripture and those who speak in alignment to His will. We are to 
listen for His voice in His word since He has spoken there and by the Spirit we can understand. 

So He leads His sheep, which means His sheep follow Him. What needs to be noticed 
with this is how this isn’t a maybe. He leads them, which is a picture of His sovereign, unfailing 
grace. It is a grace that actually fulfills what has been ordained beforehand for it to achieve. 
Ephesians 2:10 says that God has prepared works beforehand for His people to walk in. That is a 
New Testament explanation of, “He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” 
And this is produced by God within us, which is fuel called faith that is His doing, not ours. And 
on top of that He does it for His name’s sake. So, for one, how is it that a sheep’s beliefs and 
behaviors can be so contrary to who the Shepherd is and what His righteousness looks like that 
we are to follow? And two, how can that path look consistently contradictory to righteousness 
and at the same time it is something He does for His own honor, to bring Himself the glory that 
is rightfully due Him? How does that make sense like when someone practices sin over and over 
again without any fight against it, yet they claim to posses Christ? How can we say we don’t 
need to be in church, because we got confirmed, so we are good to go with God and say that 
without any hesitation to there being something deeply wrong with believing that? In those 
situations Jesus is not leading. A wolf is leading and that sheep is following right along heading 
for a cliff. This doesn’t mean that the Christian’s walk is perfect, but it does mean that Jesus  
leading as the good Shepherd does not fail. When His sheep stray off for a moment, as they can 
and will do at times, He brings them back to following Him. This is true of any good shepherd 
otherwise the sheep will follow their own paths again and again and create ruts that lead to a 
desolation of their environment. So the shepherd is to lead them and bring them back. This is that 
restoring our soul in the context of during sanctification, not for salvation. 

Here is where we can jump to extremes. We can go one way with thinking that talking 
like this is making it seem like the Christian has to be perfect. When we give into that trap then 
the pendulum swings way over to the other extreme where all real evidence that is to show in a 
consistent way, or any way, is washed out and we get this shallow, superficial faith that has little 
to no evidence that it is the faith portrayed in Scripture. In many ways we have gone to this 
extreme, which has come from a blend of worldly influences and unbiblical theological beliefs. 
So to hold to any firm commitment to stronger, consistent evidence of a living faith is to be too 
oppressive or narrow-minded or legalistic or judgmental. But think about that for a minute? What 
does the Bible portray? Just taking a little time on this statement, “He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake” should give us a higher view on what true saving faith should 
really look like, practically. This makes it necessary that we have a higher view of the Spirit’s 
unfailing and never-ending work in sanctification, during the Christian life and that the Christian 
is going to desire righteous living according to God. That’s what the Bible testifies to, but much 
of “Christianity” today doesn’t have that. There’s a balance we need with this, because when we 
accept that biblical testimony then we are not going to fall into laziness, ignorance, and apathy 
nor are we going to think we will be perfect all the time. We are going to humbly recognize our 
sin and that we have blind spots. And what biblical doctrine is going to keep us from going to 
either extreme? It is the doctrine commonly known as total depravity, which is about the extent 
of our sinful nature in our desire and ability, of how sinful we really are apart from Christ. So 
even when we think about our new nature as redeemed sinners, Christians, we still recognize our 
war with our sin, so we have to fight against taking advantage of God’s grace by thinking there is 



room for deliberate laziness, ignorance, and apathy and on the other end we have to fight against 
thinking that it is about some kind of legalistic perfectionism, because I can’t do that, I will fall 
and give in to sin at times. But He is at work to finish what He started in me when He brought 
me to life at salvation. He is sovereign over it all and works graciously within us. He leads His 
sheep in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake even in light of all their imperfections. And 
that is a process of growth. 

So He is sovereign in His leading. And He leads His sheep on paths, plural. There are so 
many paths that we walk during our lives that bring us to crossroads of unrighteousness or 
righteousness. God has not called us to do just one thing in life. He calls us to do many things in 
life and to live worthy of that calling, which can only be done by His grace. Some of those paths 
are big paths like what our vocations will be, where do we live, where do we go to church, and 
some paths are smaller touching on smaller details. So this means that on those many paths we 
need a discernment as to which way is righteous and which is unrighteous. These paths, being 
plural, can help us see that I have a life as a Christian, a follower of Christ, while I have a life as 
an individual, while we have a life as a husband or wife, while we have a life as a son or 
daughter or a sibling, while I have a life as a student or a job holder or a retiree, while I have a 
life as a member of the body of Christ and maybe as a specific volunteer within that body, while 
I have a life as a citizen of a community, a state, a country, a world, while I have a life as, you 
name it of whatever else. All of that involves many paths. This is where it is utterly important for 
us today to know and live in such a way that my Christian beliefs formulate a biblical worldview 
that feeds into and effects every area of my life, no matter where. That’s where these paths exist. 

And these are the paths of righteousness. What does this “of righteousness” refer to and 
how does it apply to us? This refers to rightness, justice, moral goodness, which as it is 
connected to “paths” this shows us that it is describing right living. It describes living with 
integrity, virtue, purity of life, correct thinking, feeling, and acting. First and foremost this begins 
with existing in a state of righteousness. This righteousness is only from the imputed 
righteousness of Christ. That is the only way by which we can even begin to think about living 
righteously. If living righteously comes from any other source other than the righteousness of 
Jesus, the righteousness that is not our own, then we will ascribe some, if not all, righteousness 
to ourselves and the ability to produce righteous living from within ourselves. So here, the 
beginning pieces to seeing this imputed righteousness of Jesus as a covering over our sin is truly 
seeing our sin the way God sees it and agreeing with Him that that is our nature. God has 
ordained this to be done by lining ourselves up to His law, being restrained from evil, and seeing 
ourselves in the mirror of the law where we come to a knowledge of our sin before a holy and 
righteous God. And He has ordained to then save through the message of the gospel where we 
are emptied and see our need for Jesus. And in that saving work of God within us where we 
throw off our old self of sin and put on the new self in Christ we then have a right standing 
before God where He declares us righteous in His sight. As this happens we have been recreated, 
made new within, so that we have a new heart and a new nature, which can now act and live 
righteously from the inside out. This righteous living is not to gain acceptance from God, but it is 
the fruit of already being accepted by God, because of the righteousness of another, Jesus. But 
now that I am a new creation with a living faith I can live with integrity, virtue, purity, and 
wisdom by the Spirit and that’s these paths of righteousness.

Defining this more is the need to know that this righteous living has a standard to live by. 



It is a standard that is outside of us, not from within us. It is God’s objective truth and not our 
own subjective opinion and reasoning. These paths of righteousness for His name’s sake is really 
describing sanctification and Jesus in His High Priestly prayer in John 17 asks His Father to 
sanctify His sheep by His truth. This progression in sanctification, Christian growth, is on the 
basis of what He has said and not what our own interpretation of His Word may be. If God has 
not said that something is right, but we think it is then that is not a path of righteousness. We are 
to walk as children of the light, Ephesians 5 says, bearing the fruit of the light, which is what is 
good, right, and true according to God. So if I think having a choice to pick my own gender is 
right, but God’s Word actually says otherwise then my opinion and action is unrighteous. If I 
think complying with government mandates like imposing on the nature of worship in the church 
or with freedom of conscience in self-government is right, but God’s Word actually says 
otherwise then my opinion and any action that follows that is unrighteous. These are not easy 
paths to walk along and we won’t walk them perfectly, but God is gracious to those who have 
been covered by the righteousness of His Son and who are being renewed daily in knowing what 
the perfect will of the Lord is, so they are not conformed to the image of the current spirit of the 
age. That is what these paths are. They are a struggle, because you are going against the very 
flow and nature of the world. It’s like trying to walk down the streets of New York City at 5pm 
when everyone is going one way and you feel like you are the only one going the opposite 
direction. And when we take into account the continuing sin that we battle with in ourselves, it is 
even more tough to decipher these paths of righteousness. Often times living in paths of 
righteousness is a deliberate, conscious decision to say no to one direction, to say no to lingering 
on Facebook for illegitimate reasons, to say no to letting your eyes wander with impure thoughts, 
to say no to being around some people that influence you in the wrong way, to say no to going 
over the edge with your temperament when you’ve had it with other people, to say no to striving 
for a false sense of security in materialistic possessions, to say no to anxiety when you know 
anxiety is you fighting against the sovereignty of God and not having control yourself, to say no 
to that next drink that is going to push you over the top. 

Do you know what these paths of righteousness really are? They are a life of obedience to 
God’s law. This is that theocratic rule in the Christian life that we talked about not too long ago. 
This is where God rules in our lives as we are individuals called according to His purpose, which 
is redemption from sin, death, and lawlessness to freedom, life, and obedience. This life of God 
within us that produces the desire and ability to obey His law is at work. We don’t want to live as 
one who is unrighteous anymore. God’s law is a reflection of His righteousness, so we desire to 
walk in that light. This is where the third use of the law comes in. Back when we talked about the 
law and the gospel I described this third use of the law as the path. Fitting isn’t it? Coming from 
seeing our sin through the law as a mirror to hearing about our spiritual death and the provision 
that God has provided in His Son who is the spiritual life we need, we then by God’s grace in 
salvation come to be put on a new path. Jesus said that proof of our love for Him will be shown 
in keeping His commandments. They are the ones who will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
because they do the will of God from the power of God at work within them. This is obedience 
to God’s law, which, for those born-again, shows evidence of this obedience in not just our 
personal private little bubble, but in our daily life whether it is in our careers or in our schools or 
at the bar or at the game or in the car or wherever. This life isn’t easy, but that’s what 
sanctification is. It is a refining that God does as He leads us in life to pursue right living.



There are so many ways in which these paths of righteousness are battles, but they are 
battles that are ultimately won, because it is all Him. This is where we need to come back to. 
What does the first part of the statement say? “He leads me.” And what does the end say? “For 
His name’s sake.” So He leads me for His name s sake. He does this to bring honor, fame, and 
glory to Himself and it is all according to His standard and His purpose. It is all Him, through 
and through. This should, again, bring us to a higher view of the work that God does in and 
through us. The bar must be set higher in the evidence that is to be seen, especially in our beliefs 
as they dictate our behavior in foundational ways. That’s why we really have to answer that 
beginning question with great honesty. Does our nation right now really show that 65-75% of 
Americans are true Christians? If you answer no, then what needs to be done about that? The 
truth needs to be heard more. Real questions need to be asked of many professing Christians 
about what they truly believe. And lives ought to show with a consistency, though imperfect, 
they ought to show these paths of righteousness in more and more spheres of life. We are in a 
monumental turning point in the Christian world and the general world as well. In the Christian 
world as the Lord leads His sheep on paths of righteousness for His name’s sake, it will be more 
clear as to who those sheep are if God’s definition of those paths of righteousness is upheld. This 
is what He does and this is what His sheep want. 

And He does it for His name’s sake. He does it for His own glory and honor, which is and 
will be for the whole world through all of history to see. Philippians 2:9-11, “Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” This is not just talking about 
believers bowing, but unbelievers too as they come to see Jesus for who He truly is before they 
are sent to an eternity of judgment and despair. But in the lives of those who are His sheep we 
can see the great beauty of God’s graciousness as He shows off who He is. For His glory and 
purpose much praise should be given. From our perspective we ought to hunger for righteous 
living according to His Word. Our lives ought to show these paths that are all for the glory of 
Christ. If you have the life of God living within you then strive with all your life to reflect the 
righteousness of the Son and His Word in your paths that you walk daily. 


