
 

“The Wicked and the Righteous” 

Psalm 37 – Part 2 

(Preached at Trinity, August 15, 2010) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. Last week we began looking at this psalm of wisdom.  

David presents the way of the ungodly and the way of the Godly and encourages his 

readers not to become discouraged at the apparent prosperity of the wicked and the 

suffering of the righteous. 

2. Sometimes it would seem that the ungodly are excelling in this world while the righteous 

are suffering. But we don’t always see through the eyes of God. It is easy for us to have 

tunnel vision and not see the whole picture – that God is accomplishing His perfect plan. 

3. This psalm was written by David in his old age and thus reflects a lifetime of experience 

and wisdom. It reads like a chapter in the Book of Proverbs. Each verse is full of wisdom 

giving instruction to God’s people. 

4. As I stated last time, it is difficult to divide this psalm into parts. It is an acrostic psalm 

and so each verse stands alone. Although it is difficult to divide this psalm into sections 

we do find five loosely connected sections that contain some dominate themes. We’re 

examining the psalm in the light of these themes. 

 Verses 1-11 – David comforts God’s people as they face the afflictions of life 

  Verses 12-15 – David considers the way of the wicked 

  Verses 16-24 – David contrasts the way of the wicked and way of the righteous 

  Verses 25-33 – David counsels God’s people as an aged man of wisdom 

  Verses 34-40 – David concludes by setting before us the big picture 

5. Last week we focused upon the first one:  

 Verses 1-11 – David comforts God’s people as they face the afflictions of life.  

We saw wonderful wisdom to comfort us as we go through affliction, particularly as we 

watch the wicked often escaping affliction. 

 David tells us, Trust Him, Delight yourself in Him, Commit yourself to Him 

 Keep your eye on the big picture. 

 a. What do you tell the parents who have just lost a child? 

  I remember several years ago a family lost all five of their children in a car wreck.  

  Job suffered the loss of all of his beloved children. 

 It is essential to see the big picture – God’s purpose. His ways are always right 

and His purposes are always according to His infinite wisdom. 

  Trust Him, Delight yourself in Him, Commit yourself to Him 

b. What do you tell someone who has had a family member murdered and the killer 

has just been acquitted? 

Look at the big picture. God’s ways are perfect. Thought it may seem that the 

wicked are escaping judgment now their judgment will be sure. 

Trust Him, Delight yourself in Him, Commit yourself to Him 

Psalm 37:10 – “For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, 
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.” 
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c. What do you tell the long time employee who continually gets passed over for 

promotion because of the “good old boy” policies of the company? 

 Trust Him, Delight yourself in Him, Commit yourself to Him 

d. What do you tell someone who has discovered that a long time employee has been 

embezzling thousands from the family business and it doesn’t look like the 

business will survive? 

e. What do you tell a middle aged lady whose lost husband has left her for a younger 

woman and she is faced with trying to support herself. 

 Trust Him, Delight yourself in Him, Commit yourself to Him 

6. We have to remember every day has been planned according to God’s infinite wisdom 

and each day fits perfectly into God’s purpose. 

7. Tonight I want us to continue to look at Psalm 37. In the next series of verses David 

directs our attention to the great contrast between the wicked and the righteous. 

He reminds us once again to maintain an eye towards the big picture. God is working His 

glorious plan. 

 

I. Verses 12-15 – David considers the way of the wicked 

A. David begins by describing the natural enmity between the wicked and the 

righteous 

  1. In the wisdom psalms there is a distinction between two classes of people 

   This psalm presents the two ways with vivid clarity. 

a. We have to be clear in our understanding – there are only two 

types. 

b. We are prone to define the word “wicked” as someone particularly 

vile – a class of people that are particularly evil.  

 This is because we are comparing men to men – using man as our 

standard. God’s standard is much different. 

c. There are only two classes of people – those in Christ and those 

who are not – the righteous and the wicked. 

2. Verse 12 – There is a natural enmity between the wicked and the 

righteous. 

Psalm 37:12 – “The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth 
upon him with his teeth.”   
a. The word for “plot” simply refers to the thoughts or plans of 

someone. The defining word is “against.” His thoughts are 

“against” the righteous. Their outlook is different. Their plans are  

 different.  

b. Believers and unbelievers each have a particular state of mind.  

 Psalm 1:1-4 – “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  2 But his delight is in 
the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night.  3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf 
also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  
4 The ungodly are not so . . .”    

c. The righteous man stands as a continual reminder of a life in 

submission to Christ. He despises this. 
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d. We must never be deceived into thinking the lost person can be our 

bosom friend.  

e. This doesn’t mean that the actions of every lost man are equally 

evil. It gives us enough warning, however, to be ever vigilant.  

3. Do you think the wicked generation of Noah’s day was worse than our 

generation? They were regular people living their regular lives. 

Matthew 24:38-39 – “For as in the days that were before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be.” 
a. Jesus spoke of a “wicked and adulterous generation.” Was He 

speaking only of His generation? 

Mark 8:38 – “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of 
him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

b. Jesus warned His disciples of the nature of lost humanity: 

Matthew 10:16 – “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves.” 

 Be meek, gentle and kind – but be wise! 

4. David describes this animosity between the wicked and the righteous in 

terms of intense negative feelings. –  

“gnasheth upon him with his teeth.” 
Psalm 37:14 – “The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have 
bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such 
as be of upright conversation.” 

 B. It must always be one-sided 

1. They don’t like us. They may tolerate us as people but they despise us as 

the people of God. As soon as you mention Christ or share God’s demands 

to them everything changes. This is true even of family members. 

2. But our attitude towards them must always be love and compassion. 

Matthew 5:44 – “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;” 

Romans 12:18-21 – “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men.  19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  20 Therefore if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  21 Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good.”  
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 C. God stands against them 

  1. They are the enemies of God  
NASB James 4:4 – “You adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God.” 

   

2. Verse 13 - God laughs at the folly of their plans – not hilarity but of 

mockery and contempt 

a. God sees the beginning and the end. How foolish to spend your 

brief life in wickedness only to die and go to hell.  

Psalm 2:4 – “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision.” 

b. Verse 15 - The swords they sharpened to afflict others shall pierce 

their own hearts. They will not ultimately prosper. 

 D. David describes the futility of their lives 

  1. Verse 16 – What good are their riches?  

2. Verse 17 – The arms that they strengthened to perform deeds of 

wickedness shall be broken. 

3. David’s point in these verses is why would we envy those who are under 

God’s derision – even if it appears they are being blessed by Him. 

Psalm 37:1-2 – “Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be 
thou envious against the workers of iniquity.  2 For they shall soon 
be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.” 

 

II. Verses 16-24 – David contrasts the way of the wicked and way of the righteous 

David does this in terms of comparing the blessings of the righteous in contrast with the 

curses of the wicked 

A. Verse 16 – the wealth of the righteous transcends the things of this world 

Psalm 37:16 – “A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches 
of many wicked.” 

 1. In this life he may have little by way of material possessions 

a. There were many in the Church of Jerusalem who lacked in 

possessions 

b. This doesn’t mean that all Christians are poor. There were 

obviously many in the early church that owned lands and houses 

 2. The righteous man does not set his heart upon the things of this world. 

  He has learned the joy of contentment.  

 Psalm 37:19 – “They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in 
the days of famine they shall be satisfied.” 

 (This has implications to Verse 25 that we will see next week) 

3. The New Testament continually describes this contentment that can only 

come through Christ 
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Philippians 4:11-13 – “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I 
have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  12 I 
know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every 
where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  13 I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
NASB Hebrews 13:5 – “Let your character be free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, 
"I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"  

(In other words, you have Me) 
1 Timothy 6:6-11 – “But godliness with contentment is great gain.  
7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out.  8 And having food and raiment let us be 
therewith content.  9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition.  10 For the love of money is the root of 
all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  11 But 
thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.” 

B. In contrast, the wicked man sets his sights on this world’s goods and are cursed of 

God.  

1. David describes it as having his arms broken 

 Psalm 37:17 – ‘For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the 
LORD upholdeth the righteous.” 

 a. The very means he has of acquiring wealth will be taken away. 

b. The things he grasps at will never bring the satisfaction he is 

seeking. He can’t hold on to it. That evasive joy continues to be 

out of his reach. 

c. Of course, this will find its ultimate fulfillment in eternity when 

everything of joy will be taken away. 

  2. Everything about them is cursed of God 

Psalm 37:20-21 – “But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of 
the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into 
smoke shall they consume away.  21 The wicked borroweth, and 
payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth.” 

   a. Even the wealth of a wicked man is a snare  

b. Verse 21 – The wicked are dishonest and lust for gain. The 

righteous are merciful and give with no thought of return 

c.  Some look at this verse as testimony to God’s blessings upon the 

righteous. The wicked fail to pay debts because they have not 

prospered. They borrow because of their lust and greed making 

their debt more than they can pay. This is testimony to our day. 

The righteous are content and limit their credit and are blessed so 

that they can repay honest debts. 

d. It seems rather to contrast the difference between the selfish and 

generous spirit. The contrast between the takers and the givers. 

 (You can see this even in the church of Christ) 
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 B. The righteous have an eternal inheritance 

Psalm 37:18 – “The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their 
inheritance shall be for ever.” 

 1. They are the beloved of God. He knows them. He watches them. 

 2. Their inheritance is sure. 

  a. We have the Holy Spirit as a down payment 
2 Corinthians 1:20-22 – “For all the promises of God in him are 
yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.  21 Now he 
which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is 

God;  22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts.” 

  b. We have the promise of an inheritance that is of infinite measure 

1 Corinthians 2:9 – “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” 

Romans 8:17 – “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together.” 

  

Conclusion: 
1. This is why we need to maintain the big picture 

2. This is why we need to Trust, Delight, Commit 

3. This is why we need not fret when it appears that the wicked are doing better than the 

righteous.  

 The only way you could possibly believe this is if you were looking through a narrow 

pipe 

4. Don’t look at the condition of a man’s life as indication of God’s blessing. 

 Never forget the nature of true blessings. We have Christ, the greatest of treasures.  

Does your life reflect that He is your treasure? 


