
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, Sept. 16,  2012                                                               Passage: Amos 2:4-16 

Memory Passage: Romans 8:26 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Amos 2:4-5, Ex. 24:7-8, & Ps. 147:19-20.  What differences do you notice about Amos’ prophecy against Judah 

compared to the prophecies against the other 6 nations? Do you think the other 6 nations were guilty of rejecting God’s law 

and not keeping His statutes? If so, then why did God not hold the other nations accountable for it through Amos’ prophecies?  

(b) Why is God so offended by Judah’s sins of rejecting His law and not keeping His statutes? Why are they held more 

accountable than the nations in this area? 

(c) What is the difference between God’s law and God’s statutes? Can you be guilty of not keeping His statutes while not 

being guilty of rejecting His law? Explain. In what areas are you guilty of not keeping God’s statutes even though you might 

not be rejecting His law? 

(d) Family: Read Amos 2:4. Ask, “What is the difference between a law and a statute?” Explain that sometimes Biblical 

writers will use these terms (along with terms such as precepts, testimony, commandments, rules, etc.) to refer to God’s word 

in general even though there might be a slight difference in meaning. Amos, however seems to be using the 2 terms in their 

technical sense as he makes 2 charges against Judah: They not only are disobedient to God’s individual commandments, they 

also totally reject His word as authoritative for their life. They may do this verbally, but it probably means they reject it by 

their actions, i.e. acting as if God’s word doesn’t matter at the same time they profess with their mouth that it does. Then ask, 

“Can we not be guilty of rejecting God’s word, but still be guilty of not keeping His statutes?” The answer to this seems to be 

“Yes,” because we can affirm God’s word for our lives, and even do our best to study it and live in light of it, while at the 

same time ignoring a specific commandment(s) as if it (they) did not apply to us. Lead in a discussion of ways this might 

happen so your family becomes aware of these types of blind spots. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Amos 2:4-5, Deut. 11:26-28, & Jer. 16:17-20. To what lies does Amos refer, and how have they led the people of 

Judah astray? To what does the metaphor “walk” refer, and what does the fact that their fathers also walked in these lies tell us 

about the nation? How is the second half of v. 4 connected to the first half (“but” in the middle of the verse)? 

(b) If you were a resident of Bethel and were listening to Amos speak, what might you be thinking as he closes v. 5 (thinking 

that he was finished, nodding your head in agreement, assessing your own life and realizing that you were also guilty of these 

offenses against God, expecting him to turn to your own people, your own family, you yourself, etc.)? 

(c) How are God’s people today (including you and your church) tempted to be led astray by lies? Who would be our 

“fathers,” and how can we be misled by lies in which they walked? What should you, your generation, and your family do to 

avoid being led away by these lies? 

(d) Family:  Ask, “How can a lie lead someone down the wrong path?” Discuss different ways that believing a lie leads us 

astray, or down the wrong paths. Then Read Amos 2:4-5, review what you learned yesterday, and discuss the second half of 

the verse, pointing out that the lie Judah believed probably referred to their forefathers worshipping idols. Believing this lie 

led them astray because they began to think that God was not concerned about this, even though he clearly was (see the first   

2 commandments). Then discuss what types of lies Christians might believe that would lead them astray. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Amos 2:6-8, Deut. 16:19-20, Ex. 22:25-27, & 23:6-9. Why did Amos condemn Israel for their rejection of God’s 

law and failure to keep His statutes?  

(b) How many of Israel’s sins does Amos list in vs. 6-8? To what does Amos refer when he accuses Israel of “sell(ing) the 

righteous for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals?” Why does this anger God? What, according to 2:7a, is Israel’s 

response to the poor & afflicted? 

(c) Explain vs. 7b-8. Do you think Amos is referring to several different acts or one lurid act (i.e. sexual sin with temple 

prostitutes upon cloaks taken as pledges while they drink wine bought with money taken from people who have paid unjust 

temple fines)? 

(d) In what ways do these verses apply to the Bible Church of Cabot? Are we guilty of perverting justice for the righteous 

poor, or trampling on the poor and ignoring the afflicted? In what ways might we better defend the poor and needy? Since the 

church is made up of God’s people, and you are one of God’s people, how can you, personally, obey these verses? 



(e) Family: Read Amos 2:6-7a. Explain and discuss these verses with your family (the Israelites were guilty of bribes in the 

courts, which meant that the poor did not have access to righteous judgments because they could not bribe the judges; they 

also trampled over the needs of the poor as they pursued their own wealth and pleasure while ignoring the pleas of the 

afflicted). Identify ways that they observe in the Cabot area where the poor and needy are ignored and trampled upon, and 

ways that you as a family might become more involved in identifying and meeting these needs.  

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Amos 2:9-12 & Jer. 35:1-19. Of what does God, through Amos, remind the Israelites in vs. 9-11? What is God’s 

point in using this reminder? How does he describe the inhabitants of the land of Canaan (the Amorites) over whom God gave 

them victory? What was the nature and extent of God’s destruction of Israel’s enemies? 

 

(b) For what purposes did God raise up prophets and Nazirites in Israel? How did the Israelites respond to them, and how did 

this response differ from what God expected? How does Jer. 35 help you understand God’s message through Amos? 

 

(c) What are some ways that God cares for and protects you (just as He did the Israelites when he led them into the Promised 

Land), and how can being reminded of His care & provision help you stay the course of obedience to His word? Be ready to 

share these with your class in order to prompt discussion and foster joyful praise within your class. 

 

(d)  In what ways can the 21
st
 century church be guilty of the charges God makes against Israel in v. 12? This will provide 

another great opportunity for discussion in your class! 

 

(e) Family: Read Amos 2:9-10, Numbers 13:1-3 & 13:17-14:4. Explain that Amos is reminding the Israelites that God had 

blessed them by bringing them into the Promised Land and delivering their enemies into their hand, and yet they still 

disobeyed Him. Read through the story of the spies, highlighting the faithfulness of Joshua & Caleb and the faithlessness of 

the rest of the spies and the people’s faithless response. Then have your family think of and list all of the ways that God 

blesses them, and write them down on a large poster board or large piece of butcher paper so you will be reminded throughout 

the week of God’s goodness to your family.  

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Amos 2:13-16. What do you notice different about the judgment promised to Israel (vs. 13-16) compared with the 

judgments promised to the nations and Judah (1:3-2:3)? Why do you think this is so?  

(b) Explain the imagery Amos uses in v. 13. What is the common theme found in verses 14-16 (think about the expectations 

of each person described in these verses)? What is Amos telling Israel about the extent of her destruction? 

(c) How would you answer this question being posed by a new Christian whom you are discipling: “How am I supposed to 

apply vs. 13-16? I thought you told me that all Scripture was profitable to me (2 Tim. 3:16), and that there is no condemnation 

for those of us who are in Christ (Rom. 8:1), so how do I apply these verses promising total judgment for disobedience?” 

(e) Family: Prior to your lesson, read/take notes on Numbers 6:1-21. Be ready to summarize the Nazirite vow (Nazirite 

means one who is set apart or consecrated), and explain that one who took this vow was expressing a deep devotion to God as 

they prepared for either a specific task or a lifetime of service to God. During your lesson, Read Amos 2:11-12 and explain 

what a Nazirite was, what a prophet was, and their benefit to God’s people (A Nazirite was a constant reminder of God’s 

character & holiness, as well as strong devotion to Him, and a prophet was God’s gift to His people because they reminded the 

people of His grace as they spoke for Him and called the nation into repentance.) Then explain why the Israelite’s actions in  

v. 12 were so heinous. Thus, God will judge them (vs. 12-16). 

DATE: Sept. 16, 2012                 PASSAGE: Amos 2:4-16 

The Lord Roars! (II) 

In Amos 2:4-16 we hear The Lion roar two oracles of judgment against His own people. 

 


