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Message #50             Leviticus 26:14-46 

 

One of the most effective ways to deal with rebellious teenagers is to remove benefits.  In other 

words, start tightening the screws on privileges.  This idea is not invented by child psychologists; 

it comes directly from God.  However, if His people persist in rebelling against Him, He will pull 

the plug on blessings and bring serious punishment.  God will always chasten those He loves 

(Heb. 12:6). 

 

We may notice as we come to this chapter that the warning of judgment is about three times 

longer than the promise of blessing.  Fear of a coming judgment is often a much better 

motivation than the prospect of blessing or success.  One problem is found in Ecclesiastes 8:11; 

because punishment is not executed quickly, some think it will never come. 

 

DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD WILL RESULT IN A SYSTEMATIC, PROGRESSIVE 

  WITHDRAWAL   OF GOD’S BLESSINGS AND A POURING OUT OF HIS 

CHASTISING PUNISHMENT. 

 

Now we may observe that many times in these verses the emphasis is on seven times.  God 

promises to punish seven times worse than normal–26:18, 21, 24, 28.  The point of emphasis on 

the number seven is that there will be a complete and total punishment for disobedience and 

rebellion.  God will not cut short His punishment. 

 

Now before we look at all of the negative things God promises to do, I want you to notice what 

prompts God to do these things: 1) His people do not obey Him or His Word (26:14); 2) His 

people reject His Word (26:15a); 3) His people abhor His Word (26:15b).  When God’s people 

blatantly and persistently rebel against the Word of God, it angers God and He will do some very 

serious and negative things to His own people.  If along the way His people will repent, He will 

lift the judgment and begin the process of healing and mending. 

 

As we analyze these judgments, there is a downward spiral which was really captured by  

B. Levine: “Israel’s failure to obey results in sevenfold punishment (v. 18); Israel’s coldness to 

God, in addition to its failure to obey results in sevenfold punishment (v. 21); Israel’s failure to 

be chastised, in addition to Israel’s coldness to God, results in God’s coldness toward Israel and 

sevenfold punishment (vv. 23-24); Israel’s failure to obey, in addition to Israel’s coldness to 

God, results in God’s coldness and sevenfold punishment (vv. 27-28)” (Levine, Leviticus,  

p. 276). 

 

NEGATIVE #1 – God will send sudden   terror  .  26:16a 

 

NEGATIVE #2 – God will send sudden   sickness  .  26:16b 

 

NEGATIVE #3 – God will send futility to one’s   work  .  26:16c 

 

NEGATIVE #4 – God will permit enemies to   prosper  .  26:16d 
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NEGATIVE #5 – God will turn His face   against   His people.  26:17 

 

NEGATIVE #6 – God will break the   pride   of His people.  26:19a 

 

NEGATIVE #7 – God will cause the earth not to   produce  .  26:19b-20 

 

NEGATIVE #8 – God will cause wild beasts to   attack   people and cattle.  26:22 

 

NEGATIVE #9 – God will cause military forces to   destroy   His people.  26:25a 

 

NEGATIVE #10 – God will send pestilence that will cause His people to be dominated by 

                                     godless   people.  26:25b 

 

NEGATIVE #11 – God will cause His people to be reduced to   cannibalism  .  26 :29 

 

NEGATIVE #12 – God will destroy all   false   places of worship.  26:30 

 

NEGATIVE #13 – God will destroy cities and places of   worship  .  26:31 

 

NEGATIVE #14 – God will make promised land   desolate  .  26:32 

 

NEGATIVE #15 – God will   scatter   His people among nations.  26:33 

 

NEGATIVE #16 – God will allow land to enjoy   all   Sabbaths which were not celebrated. 

                                    26:34-35 

 

NEGATIVE #17 – God will make survivors   weak  .  26:36a 

 

NEGATIVE #18 – God will make survivors   scared  .  26:36b 

 

NEGATIVE #19 – God will permit His people to die in a   foreign   land.  26:37-39 

 

These are terrible and dreadful things, but notice the grace in verse 40 “if.”  If His people will 

acknowledge their sin and guilt and admit it, God would remember His covenant with His people 

and would be their God and bless them (26:42-43).  God may punish His people but He will 

never cast them away.  God always gives His people a gracious invitation of repentance. 

 

There are some very practical lessons to be learned here: 

 

1. God blesses us or punishes us in direct connection to how serious we are in obeying His 

       Word. 

2. Once we sense God is doing negative things to us because of our rebellion, the best thing  

       to do is immediately and honestly repent. 

3. With God there may always be an appeal made to grace even in the midst of judgment. 

       If we confess our sin and turn from it, we will again experience God’s blessings. 


