Good Soldiers, Not Entangled
2 Timothy 2:1-4

2 Timothy 2:1-4 — “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And
the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful
men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”

1 Timothy 1:18-19 — “This charge | commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies
which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; holding faith, and a
good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck.”

1 Timothy 6:11-12 — “But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.”

2 Timothy 4:6-8 — “For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 1
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, | have kept the faith: henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”

Ephesians 6:10-18 — “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth,
and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God: praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.”

1 Peter 5:8-9 — “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

James 4:6-7 — “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.

Romans 13:12-14 — “The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works
of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in
rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.”



1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 — “Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let
us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet,
the hope of salvation.”

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 — “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;) casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

1 Peter 2:11 — “Dearly beloved, | beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly
lusts, which war against the soul.”

Romans 7:18-25 — “For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to
will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good | find not. For the good that |
would I do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do. Now if | do that | would not, it is no
more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 1 find then a law, that, when | would do good, evil
is present with me. For | delight in the law of God after the inward man: but | see another law in
my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of
sin which is in my members. O wretched man that | am! Who shall deliver me from the body of
this death? | thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the
law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”

I.  Dependence — Be Dependent upon God’s Grace for Spiritual Strength.
2 Timothy 2:1 — “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”

Ephesians 6:10-18 — “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take
unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the
breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints.”

1 Peter 5:8-9 — “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

James 4:6-7 — “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.”



Il. Faithfulness — Be Faithful to Learn, Follow, and Teach God’s Wisdom.

2 Timothy 2:2 — “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”

1 Corinthians 4:2 — “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”

Proverbs 20:6-7 — “Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man
who can find? The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.”

Luke 16:10-13 — “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is
unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that
which is another man’s, who shall give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

Acts 17:11 — “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”

Proverbs 8:32-36 — “Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that
keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man that heareth
me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. For whoso findeth me findeth
life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul:
all they that hate me love death.”

James 1:21-25 — “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and
not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself,
and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer
of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”

Matthew 28:19-20 — “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever |
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

I1l. Endurance — Endure Hardness as a Good Soldier of Jesus Christ.
2 Timothy 2:3 — “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”

2 Timothy 1:7-8 — “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and
of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God.”

2 Timothy 4:5 — “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy ministry.”



1 Corinthians 15:13 — “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.”

Hebrews 12:1-3 — “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.”

Hebrews 11:24-27 — “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. By faith he forsook
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.”

Galatians 6:9 — “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not.”

Hebrews 10:32-37 — “But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were
illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock
both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were
so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your
goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast
not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need
of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a
little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.”

1 Peter 2:19-25 — “For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief,
suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it
patiently? But if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.
For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who, when
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to
him that judgeth righteously: who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were
as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.”

James 1:12 — “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive
the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”

James 5:7-11 — “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he
receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the
Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the
judge standeth before the door. Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name
of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. Behold, we count them
happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord;
that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.”



IVV. Separation — Avoid Entanglement with the Affairs of This Life and World.

2 Timothy 2:4 — “No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”

Colossians 3:1-4 — “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”

1 John 2:15-17 — “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”

James 4:4 — “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”

Matthew 6:19-24 — “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The light of the body is the eye: if therefore
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body
shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that
darkness! No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

Luke 8:11-15 — “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the way side
are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they
should believe and be saved. They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word
with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.
And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are
choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that
on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it,
and bring forth fruit with patience.”

Mark 4:18-19 — “And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, and
the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in,
choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.”

1 Timothy 6:6-12 — “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into
this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith
content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil:
which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.”



V. Priorities — Serve for the Pleasure of Your Commander, Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 2:4 — “No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 — “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if
one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — “What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

Romans 12:1 — “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”

Philippians 1:21 — “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

1 Corinthians 10:31 — “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.”

Colossians 3:17 — “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

1 Thessalonians 4:1 — “Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord
Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would
abound more and more.”

Colossians 1:9-11 — “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for
you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding; that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might,
according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness.”



