
 
Perfection: It’s About The Mission -- Not Sin Counting 

(September 18, 2020)  (“be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind”)  
 

Perfect/perfection biblically defined:   having reached its end, finished; complete, entire, 

without blemish, full-grown, absolute, complete, accomplished 
● A state of completeness or absolute wholeness -- Involves freedom from fault, defect, or 

shortcoming; spiritual maturity 
● Mature/teleios (Greek):  Ephesians 4:12-13 KJV  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 

the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: (13) Till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man (and become mature -- NIV), unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

The perfect ones:  
● Matthew 5:48 KJV   Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
● Sinless Jesus the Son -- By example we learn that perfect/perfection and sin are unrelated 

● Jesus grew spiritually -- as said when He was twelve in the temple:  Luke 2:52 KJV   And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 

● Jesus was made perfect through suffering:  Hebrews 2:10 KJV   For it became him, for whom 
[are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 
captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
● Goal disclosed:  Captain of salvation was perfect;  Also glorification of God 

● Jesus learned obedience by suffering and was made perfect:  Hebrews 5:8-9 KJV    Though 
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; (9) And being 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 

● He did remain sinless:  Hebrews 4:15 KJV   For we have not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as [we are, 
yet] without sin.  (Also: Hebrews 7:26 KJV; Hebrews 9:14 KJV) 

● Mission accomplished -- Jesus reports during the Lord’s Prayer:  John 17:4 KJV   I have 
glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 

Confusion -- we sin:  Romans 3:23 KJV  says all have sinned;  Galatians 3:22 KJV  says scripture 

hath concluded all under sin;  Isaiah 53:6 KJV    says we have gone astray; turned every one to his 
own way; the iniquity of us all;  Ecclesiastes 7:20 KJV   says [there is] not a just man upon earth, that 
doeth good, and sinneth not. 

But, sin is not the measure in perfection:  
● Job feared God & abstained evil:   Job 1:1 KJV   There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name 

[was] Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed 
evil. 

● Noah “found grace in eyes of the Lord”:  Genesis 6:9 KJV   These [are] the generations of Noah: 
Noah was a just man [and] perfect in his generations, [and] Noah walked with God. 

● Abram “father of faith” left father, mother and land (Ruth):  Genesis 17:1 KJV   And when 
Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I [am] 
the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 

● Hezekiah confesses a “perfect heart” while thinking he was dying:  2 Kings 20:3 KJV   I beseech 
thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect 
heart, and have done [that which is] good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. (Isaiah 38:3 
KJV) 



● The person was not perfect -- The mission was perfected in the person:  Hebrews 13:21 KJV 
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom [be] glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

● Each example includes:  Growth in wisdom; suffering; obedience; God; glorification of God 
● James 1:4 KJV   But let patience have [her] perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 

wanting nothing. 

Back to Matthew -- be perfect a heavy burden of total perfection:   Matthew 5:48 KJV   Be 

ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
● Context, context, context -- the immediate context:  Matthew 5:44 KJV   But I say unto you, 

Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

● Much to same as:  John 13:34 KJV   A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

● Chapter context -- do not: kill; have anger; hate your brother; commit adultery; get divorced; 
eye for an eye; refuse to give when asked; hate enemy 
● If you do -- pluck an eye or other members of your body; you are in danger of hellfire 

● Solution generally taught:  Ephesians 5:1 KJV   Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children; (NIV says imitators of God) 

● Jesus gives the real solution and answer to heaven entrance:  Matthew 5:20 KJV   For I say unto 
you, That except your righteousness shall exceed [the righteousness] of the scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

How? -- Check Hebrews: 
● Our leader -- the perfect captain:  Hebrews 2:10 KJV   For it became him, for whom [are] all 

things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of 
their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

● Look forward (not back) and run the race:  Hebrews 12:1 KJV   Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset [us], and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 

● Have faith:  Hebrews 12:2 KJV   Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of [our] faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

● Be identified as sanctified:  Hebrews 10:10-14 KJV   By the which will we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once [for all]. (11) And every priest standeth daily 
ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: (12) 
But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of 
God; (13) From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. (14) For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 

● Accept and apply tetelestai:  
●  John 19:30 KJV   When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and 

he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  
●  John 17:4 KJV   I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou 

gavest me to do. 
● Accept and apply with peace all that God has done:   Hebrews 13:20-21 KJV   Now the God of 

peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, (21) Make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom 
[be] glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Be ye transformed -- it is God’s plan -- perfection:  Romans 8:28-29 KJV   And we know that 

all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 



[his] purpose. (29) For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate [to be] conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 


