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13 
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been 

done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 
14 

But 

it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 
15 

And you, 

Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.  
16 

“The one 

who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me 

rejects him who sent me.”  
17 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons 

are subject to us in your name!” 
18 

And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from 

heaven. 
19 

Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 
20 

Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the 

spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

On August 2, 1990, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein authorized the invasion of the small Persian 

Gulf monarchy of Kuwait, by sending seven divisions of the Iraqi army into the country.  In all, 

120,000 Iraqi troops and 2,000 tanks quickly overwhelmed Kuwait, and in less than one week 

Saddam Hussein declared the nation his nineteenth province.  Immediately, the international 

community condemned the act of aggression, and within a few days, President George H. W. 

Bush authorized the deployment of military troops into the region. 

Over the course of the following five months, pressure continued to mount on Saddam Hussein 

to withdraw his troops from Kuwait, yet he refused.  By January 1991, a coalition force of thirty-

five nations, led by the United States and authorized by the United Nations, had united in its goal 

to liberate Kuwait.   
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Then, in the early morning hours (3:00 a.m.) of January 17, 1991, the coalition forces launched 

an aerial bombing campaign, targeting Iraqi forces in Kuwait and targets in the nation of Iraq.  

Over the course of the campaign, lasting just over a month, coalition forces flew over 100,000 

sorties, dropping some 88,500 tons of bombs. 

Then after a month of intense aerial bombing, coalition forces launched a ground assault on 

February 23, 1991.  Less than five days after the ground assault began U.S. and coalition forces 

successfully liberated Kuwait and declared a cease-fire.  Incredibly, the ground assault lasted just 

100 hours.  We can all remember the images coming from CNN of thousands of Iraqi soldier, 

with their hands lifted, surrendering to coalition troops.  Operation Desert Storm was, indeed, 

one of the most decisive military victories in United States history.   

Looking back, the war was over before it began.  In all, the United States suffered only 148 

battle-related deaths compared to over 20,000 Iraqi deaths.  Operation Desert Shield/Desert 

Storm once again proved the military might and superiority of the United States.  There is no 

doubt that the military forces of Iraq were completely overwhelmed by the shear dominance of 

the U.S. and coalition forces.   

_____________________________________________ 

 Even though the Persian Gulf War officially ended on February 28, 1991, we still live in 

state of war, but not in a physical sense.  Ever since the fall of man in the Garden of 

Eden, humanity has been at war – at enmity – with our Creator.  Leading the charge 

against the All-powerful Creator is none other than Satan himself.  Yet, even though this 

battle still rages, like the Persian Gulf War, it was over before it began. 

 Unlike the mystical religions of the East, that see a constant struggle between “good” and 

“evil,” the Scriptures declare that Christ is the victor.  He has destroyed the power of 

Satan, effectively crushing the head of the Serpent.  The battle rages on, not because 

victory is in question, but because Satan is the great Deceiver, and God in His infinite 

wisdom is still rescuing seeking and saving the lost.   

 Sadly, however, the Church today seems to be obsessed with and terrified of the 

powers of Satan.  It is certainly true that in our own strength, we are no match of the 

power of the Enemy, yet, compared to Christ, He is a pathetic and defeated enemy.   

Revelation 12:9-10: “
9 

And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is 

called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, 

and his angels were thrown down with him. 
10 

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now 

the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have 

come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night 

before our God.” 

 

Revelation 20:10: “
10 

and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 

sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night 

forever and ever.” 
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 The problem with the Church is not that we have underestimated the power of the Enemy 

(as some would lead us to believe), but that we have completely underestimated the 

power of Christ, our King.  We fight under His banner, knowing our eternal well-being is 

safe and secure in His hands.  In the midst of this battle, we cling to Christ, knowing that 

even if our bodies now are destroyed, we are eternally safe and secure in Him. 

 I am reminded of the great Martin Luther hymn, A Mighty Fortress is our God:   

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing: 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 

His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 

Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing: 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 This morning we read of the return of the Seventy and the great joy they experienced 

because of the power of Christ’s name over demonic forces.  Yet, as Christ always does, 

He uses this as an example to move their eyes from their immediate success to their 

eternal security in Him. 

 

I. Christ Sends Out the Seventy 

a. The Disciples are Christ’s Representatives 

b. Rejection of the Disciples Will Lead to Judgment 

II. The Seventy Return Rejoicing 

a. The Seventy Experience the Power of Christ 

b. The Seventy Experience the Hope of Christ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

I. Christ Sends Out the Seventy 
13 

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been 

done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 
14 

But 

it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 
15 

And you, 

Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.  
16 

“The one 

who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me 

rejects him who sent me.” 

 

a. The Disciples are Christ’s Representatives 
 

 Last week we saw that Christ sent out the Seventy-two, commanding them:  
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“
9 

Heal the sick…and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ …know this, 

that the kingdom of God has come near.’”       Luke 10:9 
 

 

 Then, just before sending them out, Christ says to His disciples: 
16 

“The one who hears 

you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects 

him who sent me.”
 

 

 It was critical that they know that they are His representatives.  To reject them is to 

reject Him.
 

 

 This also gives us great insight into the nature of not only our relationship with Christ, 

but the nature of sin.
 

 

o To begin with, we, like the seventy-two, represent Christ on this earth.  Yet, in an 

even more intimate way that the what we see in Luke 10, we are united with 

Christ through His completed work in His death, burial, resurrection, and 

ascension.  He has baptized us in the Holy Spirit and united us with Him in such a 

way that we are in eternal covenant with Him.  Therefore, to reject us is to reject 

Christ, when we are proclaiming His Gospel.
 

 

o But, secondly, we see once again that sin against God’s people is personal to God.  

Sin is a great personal affront to our Creator.  Indeed, all sin is personal.  We must 

never forget that our God is One, yet Three.  That is, we worship one God who 

exists eternally as three Persons.  Consequently, when we sin, we are not 

offending some cosmic force or power, but rather a personal God.
 

 

o And it is here that we see especially how personal sin is to God:
 

 

b. Rejection of the Disciples Will Lead to Judgment 
13 

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been 

done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 
14 

But 

it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 
15 

And you, 

Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.   

 

 Here, just before sending out His Seventy-two, Christ pronounces “Woe!” on three cities: 

Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. 

 

 The location of Chorazin is unknown; however, given the context here, it was most 

likely located somewhere in Galilee, not far from Bethsaida.  It is possible that it was 

located two or three miles north of Capernaum at Khirbet Karazeh.  Bethsaida was the 

hometown of Andrew, Peter, and Philip, also located in Galilee. 
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o Chorazin and Bethsaida are compared to the ancient wicked cities of Tyre and 

Sidon.  Tyre and Sidon were seaports on the Phoenician coast and both were 

depicted as evil and judged by God in the Old Testament, particularly in Isaiah 23 

and Ezekiel 28. 

 

Joel 3:4-8: “
4 
“What are you to me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? Are you 

paying me back for something? If you are paying me back, I will return your payment on your 

own head swiftly and speedily. 
5 

For you have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried my 

rich treasures into your temples. 
6 

You have sold the people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks 

in order to remove them far from their own border.” 

 

Amos  1:9-10: “
9 

Thus says the LORD: 

“For three transgressions of Tyre, 

    and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, 

because they delivered up a whole people to Edom, 

    and did not remember the covenant of brotherhood. 
10 

So I will send a fire upon the wall of Tyre, 

    and it shall devour her strongholds.” 

 

 Christ declares that Tyre and Sidon would have repented and worn sackcloth and ashes, 

had Christ and the disciples down their miracles works there.   

 

o The donning of sackcloth and ashes was a well-known Old Testament sign of 

morning, self-humiliation, contrition and grief (Joshua 7:6; 1 Kings 20:31-32; 2 

Kings 19:1; 1 Chronicles 21:16; Nehemiah 9:1; Esther 4:2-3; Job 42:6; Psalm 

30:11; 35:13; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Ezekiel 7:18; 27:30; Daniel 9:3; Joel 

1:13; Amos 8:10). 

 

o According to one rabbi, the wearing of sackcloth reduced man to the level of an 

animal.  The reason for this was because sackcloth was often made of animal hair, 

such as from a goat, and served as a loincloth.  The one showing penitence would 

wear the sackcloth and throw ashes and dust on himself. 

 

 Then, Jesus turns to Capernaum.  This was the city that had essentially served as Christ’s 

headquarters during His Galilean ministry. 

 

o Those of Capernaum could never honestly claim ignorance as an excuse for 

refusing to embrace the message of Christ, for it was here that Christ proclaimed 

the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, healed the sick, and performed countless 

miracles. 

 

o In fact, Capernaum’s inclusion in the “Cities of Woe” seems a little surprising at 

first.  The reason is that nowhere does the Bible seem to indicate that the people 

of Capernaum were hostile towards Christ or that they rejected Him or ran Him 
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out of the city.  They did not persecute Him or curse Him for His message.  In 

fact, they responded in wonderment and awe to the miracles of our Lord. 

 

o Yet, there was likely a familiarity to Jesus that allowed the people there to 

“dismiss” the significance of His message.  After all, He was just “that guy from 

Nazareth…Mary and Joseph’s boy.”  In other words, they were so familiar with 

Christ and His message that they did not give heed to what He was saying.    
 

o But just as we see that sin is personal, we also see here that it is blinding.   

 

2 Corinthians 4:4: “
4 

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 

to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 

o After all, there is Christ, the long-awaited Messiah, right before the eyes of the 

people of Capernaum, and all they cared about was His next miracle.  It seems 

like those in Capernaum were like Americans in the Bible Belt today.  We hear a 

version of the Gospel message so often, that we are almost inoculated from it.  

We call ourselves “Christians” because we go to Church and live in the South.  

Yet, we often fail to understand that we must repent and turn to Christ, in the 

same manner that the criminal on the cross did.  

 

 And, so even though the people of Capernaum never cursed Christ, they were still lost 

apart from Him.  They responded to His miracles with awe and wonder, not repentance 

and belief in Him.  Christ condemns this type of indifference in Matthew 12:30, when He 

states, “
30 

Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 

scatters.” 

 

 Christ concludes this “Woe” by making the harshest of statements, “
15 

And you, 

Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.” 

 

o The people of Capernaum perhaps thought, “We are good Jewish people.  We are 

certainly not like the pagans up in Lebanon or out in Arabia.”  Yet, Jesus asks the 

rhetorical question, “Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven?  You shall be 

brought down to Hades.” 

 

o This underscores the truth of the Gospel – it demands repentance and belief in 

Christ.  In other words, it didn’t matter that Capernaum did not outright reject 

Christ.  What mattered is that they did not respond in repentance and faith. 

 

 And with the condemnation of Capernaum, Christ sends the Seventy-two on their way. 

 

III. The Seventy Return Rejoicing 
17 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your 

name!” 
18 

And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
19 

Behold, I have 
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given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 

nothing shall hurt you. 
20 

Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 

but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

 

 We do not read an account of the work of the Seventy-two, but Luke says that they 

“returned with joy.” 

 

 Then, he tells us why: the power of Christ ensured that “even the demons” were “subject” 

to them. 

 

a. The Seventy Experience the Power of Christ 
17 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your 

name!” 
18 

And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
19 

Behold, I have 

given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 

nothing shall hurt you. 

 

 Given the words of the Seventy-two, they actually appear somewhat shocked at the 

power of the name of Christ.  This does not appear to be something they expected. 

 

 And so, in response to their joy and comment about power of the name of Christ, our 

Lord states, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” 

 

o It is difficult to know, here, what Christ is speaking of.  It is certainly possible that 

he was referring to the original fall of Satan as recorded in Isaiah 14:12: 
 

12 
“How you are fallen from heaven, 

O Day Star, son of Dawn! 

How you are cut down to the ground, 

you who laid the nations low!” 

 

o However, He may have been given some “prophetic vision” of the future and final 

judgment of Satan, as recorded in Revelation 20:10:  

 

“
10 

and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the 

beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” 

 

o Some scholars have even suggested that Christ is referring to His defeat of Satan 

during His forty days in the wilderness. 

 

 Either way, Christ’s point is clear: the success of the disciples and the seventy-two 

demonstrate that Satan’s power and grip have been destroyed in this world.  His 

time is up, and this was clearly evidenced by the success of the disciples. 

 

John 12:31: “
31 

Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.” 
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 There is no doubt that Satan is alive and is still attempting to deceive, yet, since 

Christ has come, Satan’s plans are thwarted and his days are numbered. 

 

 In other words, Christ plan of redemption and salvation is now in full-force and 

Satan is completely helpless in thwarting it. 
 

 The battle may rage on, but the coming of Christ was the “beginning of the end for 

Satan and his kingdom of darkness.” 

Nearly seventy years ago, on June 6, 1944, 160,000 Allied troops landed along a fifty-mile 

stretch of heavily-fortified French coastline to fight Nazi Germany on the beaches of Normandy, 

France. General Dwight D. Eisenhower called the operation a crusade in which “we will accept 

nothing less than full victory.” More than 5,000 Ships and 13,000 aircraft supported the invasion, 

and by the end the day on June 6, the Allies gained a foot- hold in Normandy. We now refer to 

this as D-Day.  More than 9,000 Allied Soldiers were killed or wounded during the D-Day 

invasion, but more than 100,000 Soldiers began the march across Europe to defeat Hitler.  We 

now look back a recognize June 6, 1944 as the beginning of the end of World War II in 

Europe…and so was that the coming of the Messiah marked the beginning of the end of the 

enemy’s grip on humanity. 

 

 I have often shared my love of the story of Robin Hood – how the good and gracious 

King leaves his kingdom to fight in the Crusades.  And while he is away, an evil prince 

takes over, claiming the kingdom for himself, enslaving to the people to his own self-

serving ways.  Then, Robin Hood returns, launching a crusade of his own out of loyalty 

to the returning King. 

 

o What is interesting to me is that this is one of those universal themes in literature.  

We see it in Robin Hood, the Chronicles of Narnia, the tragedy of Hamlet, and 

even the Lion King (where Simba returns to regain his rightful claim to the pride). 

 

o Stories like these are the most enduring, and the reason, I believe, is clear: 

because this is the reality of the world we live in. 

 

o We live in a fallen world, where an illegitimate “king” claims authority 

(Ephesians 2:2).  Yet, the true and rightful King has come and is returning.  He 

has broken the yoke and disarmed the weapons of the enemy, and He will 

continue his “rescue mission” until He comes again, ultimately destroyed the 

Enemy and his forces altogether. 

______________________________________________________________ 

  

 Christ then uses Old Testament imagery to describe the power and success His disciples 

are experiencing. 

 
19 

Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power 

of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 
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 The disciples are beginning to experience the dominion over creation that the fell in 

Adam.  Those elements of Creation that are especially hostile to man are now being 

overcome – serpents and scorpions. 

 

o Since the Fall of Adam and Eve, all of Creation has been at enmity with man.  

This is most especially evident with the images of serpents and scorpions. 

 

o Yet, immediately following the Fall, in Genesis 3:15, God promises to send One, 

born of the seed of a woman, to crush the serpent’s head.  Notice the imagery 

that Christ is using, that His disciples are “treading on the serpent” – a clear 

fulfillment of Genesis 3:15.  We also see the fulfillment of Isaiah 11. 

 

o In so doing, the One born of the woman will establish peace once again between 

God and man and man and Creation. 
 

 I once heard someone say that in this world there are “peace-keepers” and 

“peace-makers.”  Peace-keepers avoid conflict at all cost and there is often 

tension that surrounds them.  Yet, peace-makers are those who are willing 

to confront the issues that are causing enmity in their life, thus establishing 

peace. 

 

 This is indeed what Christ did.  He confronted sin, Satan, and the kingdom 

of darkness.  He set His face to Jerusalem and did not look back, thus, 

crushing the head of the serpent. 

 

 The Lord makes it clear that the seventy-two will not just tread on the serpents and the 

scorpions, but in the name of Christ, they are experiencing success “over all the power 

of the enemy.” 

 

o All of this is true because of the finished work of Christ alone. 

 

b. The Seventy Experience the Hope of Christ 
20 

Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your 

names are written in heaven.” 

 

 Finally, Jesus makes it clear to His disciples that His desire is not for them to rejoice in 

the power that they experience in His name, but rather in the truth that they have a right 

and secure standing before God. 

 

 Their names are registered in the eternal Book of Life (see Exodus 32:32; Psalm 69:28; 

Isaiah 4:3; Daniel 7:10; 12:1; Malachi 3:16-17).  This is cause for the greatest of 

rejoicing. 

 

 Darrell Bock comments, “The book indicates that the disciples are personally known by 

God and that their eternal presence before him is certain.” 
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 This places all disciples in sharp contrast to Satan – the Enemy has been cast down from 

heaven, yet their names are recorded there in the Book of Life.  Nothing can change the 

position of God’s people in the Book of Life, not even the schemes of the Devil. 

 

 

 

 I conclude with the last two stanza’s of Martin Luther’s hymn: 

 

 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us: 

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 

His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 

 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him Who with us sideth: 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 

The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, 

His kingdom is forever. 

 
 


