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Amen. Thank you, ladies.

Turn with me in your Bibles to 1 Samuel 14. 1 Samuel 14. We're continuing this morning
with our ongoing series entitled "Mining the Word." This is message #124 as we drop 
into 1 Samuel 14 going chronologically through the Old Testament. Let's begin in verse 
1.

1 Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto 
the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the 
Philistines' garrison, that is on the other side. But he told not his father. 2 
And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree 
which is in Migron: and the people that were with him were about six 
hundred men; 3 And Ahiah, the son of Ahitub, Ichabod's brother, the son 
of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD'S priest in Shiloh, wearing an 
ephod. And the people knew not that Jonathan was gone. 4 And between 
the passages, by which Jonathan sought to go over unto the Philistines' 
garrison, there was a sharp rock on the one side, and a sharp rock on the 
other side: and the name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other 
Seneh. 5 The forefront of the one was situate northward over against 
Michmash, and the other southward over against Gibeah. 6 And Jonathan 
said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto 
the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work 
for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few. 7 
And his armourbearer said unto him, Do all that is in thine heart: turn thee;
behold, I am with thee according to thy heart. 8 Then said Jonathan, 
Behold, we will pass over unto these men, and we will discover ourselves 
unto them. 9 If they say thus unto us, Tarry until we come to you; then we 
will stand still in our place, and will not go up unto them. 10 But if they 
say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up: for the LORD hath 
delivered them into our hand: and this shall be a sign unto us. 11 And both
of them discovered themselves unto the garrison of the Philistines: and the
Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the holes where 
they had hid themselves. 12 And the men of the garrison answered 
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Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said, Come up to us, and we will shew
you a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up after me: 
for the LORD hath delivered them into the hand of Israel. 13 And 
Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his 
armourbearer after him: and they fell before Jonathan; and his 
armourbearer slew after him. 14 And that first slaughter, which Jonathan 
and his armourbearer made, was about twenty men, within as it were an 
half acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plow. 15 And there was 
trembling in the host, in the field, and among all the people: the garrison, 
and the spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth quaked: so it was a very 
great trembling. 16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin 
looked; and, behold, the multitude melted away, and they went on beating 
down one another. 

What a story and we're going to see what this is all about this morning, but let me start 
with a more modern story.

In 1917, a country bumpkin from the eastern hills of Tennessee was drafted into military 
service in the United States Army. His name you may recognize, Alvin York. Little did 
he know when he was drafted that he would become a war hero and that Hollywood 
would make a major motion picture about his life. His exploits in World War I were to 
become legendary and some of you know the story of Alvin York. What many people 
don't know is that he became a born again believer at the age of 28 just before he entered 
military service, and his biographer says, "He embraced his new faith with the same zeal 
that he had once devoted to carousing." Ironically, Alvin York first refused to fight. He 
believed at that time from the scriptures that he had to be a conscientious objector. He 
believed that's what the scriptures taught, though he was incorrect about that. A wise old 
officer was able to show Alvin from the scriptures that warfare is sometimes necessary 
and that fighting in warfare is not always condemned by the Bible. Well, Alvin sought for
himself in the scriptures, he was convinced, and he fought with tremendous valor. In fact,
he was promoted to Corporal for his abilities as a sharpshooter and his spirit of 
leadership. 

In 1918, he was sent over with his troops, his division to the Argonne forest in France. 
York's division was part of a strategy to take the forest and to capture it back from the 
Germans and to free the 77th Division from being surrounded in that forest. It was called 
by military experts a mission impossible. After a wave of defeat, York turned around and 
noticed that many of his fellow soldiers had died including his Commanding Officer. So 
he decided to take matters into his own hands. He positioned himself as in a turkey shoot 
back home, and as the heads of the enemy soldiers would bob up, he would take them out
one by one being the sharpshooter that he was. Completely surrounded and outnumbered,
York was successful in killing 25 enemy soldiers and single-handedly capturing 132 
others; he brought them back to the prison. As a result, his division emerged victorious 
and that helped the United States to win victory and possession of the Argonne forest 
which later led to victory in the war.
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For his heroism, Alvin York was promoted to Sergeant. He's known affectionately as 
Sergeant York. He met the President of the United States. He received several 
Congressional Medals of Honor. He even received a standing ovation by Congress and he
got a ticker-tape parade in New York City. And you know, because of his fame and 
popularity, many business firms came to him and offered him all kinds of financial 
incentives to remain in New York and promote their products. He could have become a 
very wealthy man but this humble man did not view his exploits as worthy of 
acclimation. He was humble about it, he thought he was just doing his job, and he made it
very clear that he had relied on the Lord for the strength to do it. He retired to a humble 
life back in eastern Tennessee, never receiving all of the wealth and fame that could have 
become his. 

You know, as I think of Sergeant York, I'm reminded of another hero here in the Bible in 
similar circumstances. Surrounded and outnumbered by the enemy, he too single-
handedly won an impossible victory and he found his source of strength not from within 
but from the God whom he served. His name is Prince Jonathan, son of Saul, King of 
Israel, and we read of his heroic exploits in our text this morning, in fact, it's quite a 
swashbuckling story. The commentators Jamieson, Fausset & Brown said of this story, 
"This enterprise is one of the most gallant that history or romance records." Ironically, 
though, this hero did not get his courage from his father, for as we're going to see in our 
study this morning, his father was a coward, and so I have appropriately titled our 
message this morning "Heroes and Cowards." The fact that the Holy Spirit of God 
records this fascinating account means that it's important for us to know. There are some 
truths here that we need to be acquainted with, we need to learn. So let's study our text 
with intensity this morning and as we do that, let's give the setting of the story. That's 
important as we drop into this text both militarily and geographically. I want you to be 
aware of what's happening here. 

Go back with me to chapter 13, verse 3. Turn over a page there. It says, "And Jonathan 
smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba," that's also known as Gibeah, "and 
the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, Let 
the Hebrews hear." Last week, I said that the account of this battle here in chapter 13, 
verse 3, was found in chapter 14. I was actually incorrect in that and I want to correct my 
error. Upon further study this week, I came to realize that the battle in chapter 13, verse 
3, and the battle of chapter 14 are two completely different battles but let me try to 
explain, let's look carefully at this. In chapter 13, verse 2, we're told that Saul formed a 
standing army of 3,000 men. Now that's interesting to me because back in chapter 11, he 
had gathered together an army of 330,000 men, you remember that. He had sent out the 
cry there was a need, and they went out and defeated the Amonites powerfully with those
330,000 but apparently he sent them back home, there's no need militarily, or so he 
thought. He wanted them to get back to their lives farming and so on, but he kept a 
standing army of only 3,000 men, less than 1% of his original draft. It's rather puzzling 
and it's rather unsettling as we're going to see in just a moment. 2,000 of these men, we 
are told, were with Saul in Michmash and 1,000 of them were with Jonathan in Gibeah.
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Verse 3 of chapter 13 tells us that Jonathan took his troops and he attacked Gibeah and 
took possession of it. Now Jonathan's quite the war hero, as we're going to see, and 
Gibeah was an important city for him to conquer because it was his hometown. Saul had 
been born there. Saul had lived there. Later in history, we're going to find that he built a 
citadel there, in fact, archaeologists uncovered that at what's called today Tel El Ful, 
that's an Arab name. By the way, it's sort of interesting to me the word Tel El Ful means 
"hill of beans." Isn't that something? It doesn't amount to a hill of beans but it does 
because it's archaeologically significant and that's significant to me because when Brother
Mike and I were in Lebanon this summer, we ate some ful, you remember that, Mike. Ful
is beans, and we didn't know it at the time but now I know what ful is, f-u-l as spelled in 
Arabic, at least that's the English transliteration of the Arabic. Gibeah is an important 
city. It's Saul's city. It was significant that Jonathan captured it but I find it interesting that
Jonathan captured it, not Saul, and we're going to find that trend throughout our text this 
morning in chapter 14. It's going to show us something about Saul's character and 
something about Jonathan his son's character.

After Jonathan's victory at Gibeah, the Philistines retaliated. We're told in verse 5 they 
gathered a mighty army and they rushed Saul at Michmash. Look at verse 5 of chapter 
13, "And the Philistines gathered themselves together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand 
chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea shore in 
multitude: and they came up, and pitched in Michmash, eastward from Bethaven." You 
see, rather than stay and fight this big army, Saul tucked his tail between his legs and 
took off. He was scared. He had only 3,000 men, actually he has only 2,000 because 
Jonathan has the other 1,000.

So he takes off and he flees. He runs to Gilgal which is several miles to the east, and we 
know from last week's message that his men were scared to death, and verse 6 says they 
hid themselves in caves. Look what it says, "When the men of Israel saw that they were 
in a strait, (for the people were distressed,) then the people did hide themselves in caves, 
and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high places, and in pits." Verse 7, "some of the 
Hebrews went over Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead," that would be modern-day 
Jordan. "As for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling." 
They're scared to death. The mighty Philistine army with all these troops and horses and 
chariots are hot on their heels.

The Philistines, though, didn't pursue after Saul like he thought they would. Look at verse
12, just the first part, "Therefore said I," this is Saul speaking, "The Philistines will come 
down now upon me to Gilgal." They never did that. He thought they would and out of 
fear and unbelief, we learned last week that Saul disobeyed God, refused to wait for 
orders from Samuel having waited seven days already, so instead he took matters into his 
own hands and he offered sacrifices to the Lord. Samuel then informs Saul that because 
of his disobedience, his kingdom would not continue. Now imagine hearing that as King 
Saul. You're told just two years into your reign that your kingdom will not continue, you 
have disobeyed the Lord and you are going to be put on the shelf. That's a pretty dramatic
thing to hear but that's what Saul deserved spiritually because of his refusal to obey the 
Lord. It would result in his demise.
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Now the shame of what Samuel had to say to him must have prompted him to return 
home to Gibeah. Look at verse 15, "And Samuel arose, and gat him up from Gilgal unto 
Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people that were present with him, about 
six hundred men." The implication is that Saul went too. He goes back home to Gibeah 
now that Jonathan has conquered the city, and Saul's just going to go home, he's going to 
sulk there. He has only 600 men left out of his original 3,000, the rest have fled. He's 
whipped. He's defeated. And there we find him going back home to lick his wounds and 
sulk in a corner. That's literally what Saul's doing.

Look at verse 16, "And Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the people that were present with 
them, abode in Gibeah of Benjamin: but the Philistines encamped in Michmash." Now 
the verse here sets the stage for the battle in chapter 14. The Israelites, we're told, are 
camped at Gibeah, remember the name of that city, Gibeah. And the Philistines are 
camped very close to them at Michmash, remember that name. The towns are only two or
three miles apart and they're only separated by a massive wadi, that's an Arab word which
refers to a big valley or ravine. And it was a deep one, in fact, I have a picture of this in 
my files. That will factor, as we're going to see, into the battle account in chapter 14, this 
big ravine, very significant historically, geographically.

Now to give you a feel for where this would be located. Michmash was about five or six 
miles north of Jerusalem so if you were to find Michmash today on a map, it would be in 
the West Bank, it would be an Arab controlled portion of Israel. In fact, it is an actual city
in existence today, in Arabic it's called Mukhmas and it's literally located there in the 
West Bank. Now Gibeah no longer exists as a city today. Gibeah is just a mound that 
archaeologists, as I've already told you, have discovered, they've unearthed Saul's citadel 
there that's called Tel El Ful, dates back to 1050 BC. But these cities literally were two or
three miles apart separated by a deep ravine. Verse 23 tells us that the Philistine garrison 
or stronghold extended to the passage or the ravine of Michmash, Mukhmas is the 
modern name. They were guarding it to make sure that no Israelites could cross over the 
pass and come over into their territory but Jonathan's going to do it, as we're going to see.

Now we must understand just how desperate the situation is for Israel. Let's put in a 
parenthesis before we go to the battle. As we've already seen, the Philistine army is 
enormous, chapter 13, verse 5. As a result, the Israelites are afraid, chapter 13, verse 6, 
they're hiding out in caves and mountains. Saul has retreated. He has only 600 men left. 
He's gone back home to Gibeah. But the situation gets worse for look what verse 17 says,
"And the spoilers came out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies," and it tells 
us in the next few phrases that one company went this way, one another way, and one 
another way. We won't get into the geography of that, but three bands of Philistine raiders
go out on the offensive.

Now the word "spoilers" in verse 17 is the word "destroyers." In fact, it's the same 
Hebrew word used of the destroying angel in Exodus 12 at the Passover incident when 
God sent the destroying angel to slay all those who did not have the blood applied to the 
doorpost. By the way, let me put in a parenthesis. If you're here today and you're not a 
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child of God, you're not born again, the blood of Christ has not been applied to the 
doorpost, so to speak, of your life. If you were to die without Christ, the Bible teaches 
that your eternal destiny will be the lake of fire, but if you're in Christ, if the blood has 
been applied to your life, by depending on his atonement alone, the gift that he offers you
of eternal life based on his death on the cross, if you are depending on that alone and not 
your own goodness or your own religious deeds or your own religious belief system to 
get you to heaven, if you're depending on Christ alone then you'll be heaven when you 
die and your sins have all been forgiven. So I put in that parenthesis for you to think 
about because this is not technically a salvation message today. Ponder that thought. But 
the same word in the Hebrew that's translated "destroying angel" over in Exodus 12 is the
same word here of these Philistine bands. They were destroyers.

Now if all of this is not enough to produce a desperate situation for Israel, then look with 
me at verses 19 through 22. "Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of 
Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears: But all the 
Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his coulter, 
and his axe, and his mattock. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, 
and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. So it came to pass in the day
of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people 
that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there 
found." This is pretty desperate. I mean, they are grossly outnumbered, they are scared to 
death, and they have no weapons. The Philistines have successfully disarmed Israel and 
the way they did it probably was by deporting the smiths out of Israel to the Philistine 
cities. 

Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, did that when he conquered Israel later in history. 
Let me read you a verse, you don't need to turn there, but 2 Kings 24:14 says, "And he," 
that's Nebuchadnezzar, "carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the 
mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none
remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land." And that's probably what the 
Philistines did. They took the smiths at least, we know that, we're told from this text so 
the Israelites could make no weapons. In fact, the text explains that the Israelites had to 
pay a fortune just to get their plow implements sharpened, get them filed up by the 
Philistines.

Now imagine trying to fight a war with clubs and basic knives. Your enemy grossly 
outnumbers you and your enemy has horses and chariots and the best of metallic 
weapons. A pretty desperate situation, rather discouraging, but there's a glimmer of hope 
for amidst all this gloom is a young man who happens to be the son of King Saul, his 
name is Prince Jonathan. He's not discouraged. His heart's in the right place. He's bold 
and he's courageous not of himself but as we're going to see, of the Lord. He's ready to 
fight. He recognizes where his power comes from.

Look with me at verse 1, "Now it came to pass upon a day," we're in chapter 14 now, 
excuse me, verse 1, "Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said 
unto the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines' 
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garrison, that is on the other side." Now there's a courageous man. Now contrast that with
the man in verse 2. But, "Saul," that's his father, "tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah 
under a pomegranate tree." What a contrast. Jonathan's going to undertake a covert and 
dangerous mission without the knowledge of his father, by the way, and meanwhile Saul 
is sulking under a pomegranate tree. Pomegranates symbolized royalty so he's sitting 
there in luxury in his royalty, probably being fanned and being fed, and having the best of
everything, but he's sulking while his son is off to battle.

We come now to verse 3, this is a very important verse. It says, "And Ahiah, the son of 
Ahitub, Ichabod's brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD'S priest in 
Shiloh, wearing an ephod." Now that's important for two reasons, 1) it gives us some 
chronology or timeframe but, 2) it brings great emotion to the passage. Let me explain. 
This is important. Let's unravel the names in the verse. Right in the middle of the verse 
we find the name Eli. Do you remember him? He's the old high priest of Israel who lived 
probably 50+ years before this and Samuel, the prophet we read about in the previous 
chapter, you remember he was placed in Eli's care by his mother Hannah. Hannah gave 
birth to Samuel, she put him in Eli's care so that he could be raised in the tabernacle, and 
Samuel became a great man of God. God had foretold through Samuel, the prophet, that 
Eli and his sons would be put to death for their wickedness. You remember this. They 
were immoral. They were corrupt, at least the sons of Eli were, but the Bible says that Eli
restrained them not so God allowed them all to be put to death by the enemy. 

Eli's two sons, or at least one of his sons is mentioned in this verse. Phinehas, did you 
notice that name? Phinehas had two sons of his own and they're mentioned in this verse: 
Ahitub and Ichabod. Now do you remember how Ichabod got his name? It's not a name 
that you normally name a child in our day and age, but it had great significance in their 
day and age. Go back to chapter 4 for just a moment. I want you to see this. This is 
important to the story. It's building in intensity as Jonathan gets ready to go to battle. 
Chapter 4, verse 21, "And she named the child Ichabod," here's why, "saying, The glory 
is departed from Israel: because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in 
law and her husband," who had just died. She had gotten news of that. So here's the idea: 
she named the child Ichabod because she had just received news that her father in law, 
Eli, has been put to death by the enemy, her husband Phinehas has been put to death, and 
now she's given birth to a child, she names him Ichabod. Why does the verse say she 
names him that? Not only because of the news of the deaths of her family but because the
ark had been taken, the ark of the covenant, that religious box, if you will, where the 
glory of God dwelt. Earlier in chapter 4 we're told that it was the Philistines, same enemy 
that Israel's facing in chapter 14, it's the Philistines that were attacking Israel and Israel 
was defeated in battle by the Philistines.

So here's what the Israelites decided to do, you remember the story. They called for the 
elders, they said, "Have the priests bring the ark of the covenant to the battle site." They 
thought that by bringing it to the battle site superstitiously the presence of the ark would 
bring them success. But their plan backfired and the ark was taken by the Philistines who 
also went back and burned Shiloh, their sacred city where the tabernacle dwelt and where
the ark of the covenant was situated, they burned it to the ground.
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Now fast forward with me back to chapter 14, all right? We're going about 50 years in 
advance back to our text today, and we read in verse 3 of Ahiah who is Ichabod's 
nephew, grandson of Phinehas, great grandson of Eli. Now plug that all in. That's 
important. We're told in the verse that he's with Saul and he's wearing an ephod. That's 
important. The ephod is the high priest's garb, his clothing. So the Holy Spirit is telling us
in verse 3 of our text that Saul is with Ahiah, a descendant of Eli who's now the high 
priest but there's tremendous emotion because this high priest is related to Ichabod who 
was given his name specifically because the ark of the covenant had been taken and 
therefore the Shekinah glory, the glowing eminence of God, had departed from Israel. 
Furthermore, Ahiah's grandmother had died in sorrow giving birth to his uncle Ichabod. 
All this is running through his head. His grandfather and great grandfather died at the 
hand of the same enemy, the Philistines, 50 years before this, and what a sad day that was
for Israel. The ark was gone. The city of Shiloh was destroyed, presumably the 
tabernacle. All of this is running through the mind of Ahiah for it had happened only 50 
or so years before. 

Now we're in chapter 14, verse 3. The room must be charged with emotion as this new 
high priest of Israel is pinned against the wall, so to speak, by the Philistines. And then he
hears his king say something to him, look at verse 18. "And Saul said unto Ahiah, Bring 
hither the ark of God. For the ark of God was at that time with the children of Israel." 
Hey, Ahiah must be thinking, "No! Not that again! Fifty years ago we went through this. 
We were under the Philistines' gun at that time too. Don't bring the ark out. It'll result in it
being captured again. Let's not replay history." Can't you just sense the emotion of this 
text, this passage? Now thankfully Saul changes his mind. Verse 19 says, "And it came to
pass, while Saul talked unto the priest, that the noise that was in the host of the Philistines
went on and increased: and Saul said unto the priest, Withdraw thine hand." Phew. Ahiah
was relieved, "We're not going to bring the ark of the covenant into the battle." 

So I believe verse 3 is a highly significant verse that we would have the tendency to skip 
over if we didn't do the research, and the Holy Spirit wants us to know that Saul is with a 
descendant of Ichabod. Isn't that significant? Ichabod means "the glory has departed." 
Hey, the glory of Saul's own kingdom has departed. He's hanging out with, holding 
company with a relative of Ichabod whose very name symbolizes what Saul has become. 
Lots of emotion in this text.

Now, Christian, as we're going to see throughout the message, the contrast here is 
between Saul and his son Jonathan, and the contrast between them, Christian, is like the 
contrast between a flesh-driven Christian and a Spirit-led Christian. We're going to see 
that in our text. The one gets overwhelmed by impossible circumstances and becomes 
afraid and discouraged and even sulks. That's Saul. The other sees the impossible odds 
and against all odds says, "There is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few." I 
like that. That's Jonathan. For as the New Testament says, "The weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal," they're not fleshly, "but they're mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds." In other words, we don't fight a warfare today with real swords and real 
spears, or we could say with guns and atomic weapons. No, the war we fight is a spiritual

Page 8 of 16



war. And Paul said it in Ephesians 6, he said, "We wrestle not against flesh and blood but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places." We are fighting, Christians, a spiritual battle 
and we need to see the symbolism in this text for us.

Now Jonathan fought the spiritual battle. His dad saw it as a physical battle. Jonathan saw
it as a spiritual battle and that's the way we need to see our battle today. If you see your 
battle as a physical battle, then you're going to seek revenge and retaliation, and when the
enemy looms over you, you're going to get discouraged, you're going to sulk like King 
Saul. If you see your battle as a spiritual battle, you're going to say, "Praise God, my 
Captain is the mighty Host of Israel. My Captain is God Almighty and he will win the 
battle, I don't have to fear." Do you see the difference? Do you focus on the physical 
battle or the spiritual battle? That's the key. Jonathan saw the spiritual battle and he 
recognized that God was in control, not the Philistines.

Now look at verse 6 of chapter 14. He refers to the Philistines as "these uncircumcised." 
Now what that really means is they did not share in God's covenant with Israel. What he's
really saying is they're pagan unbelievers, they're controlled by Satan. And Jonathan, an 
Old Testament child of God, is going to depend upon the Lord to give victory in this 
spiritual battle.

Now look with me at verse 6. Let me read it, the end of the verse, that is. It says, "it may 
be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many 
or by few." It's my opinion that this is one of the most powerful statements of truth in the 
scriptures. If you grasp this thought it is the beginning of all Bible truth. In other words, 
God is not bound by man and God is certainly not bound by Satan. God does not need 
horses and troops, neither does he need tanks or atomic bombs. He only requires an 
empty vessel that he might fill it. He only asks for Christians who are emptied of self that
he might fill them and use them. Now God doesn't need us but he has designed it such 
that he wants to use us, you see? Jonathan was that empty vessel. Jonathan recognized 
God's mighty power and his own inability. Jonathan does not put God in a box. By his 
very statement in verse 6, he does not presume on what God is going to do, he does not 
speak for God. He says, "it may be that the LORD will work for us." Jonathan knows that
God is able but God is not obligated and that's his frame of mind as he approaches this 
impossible battle.

Now I realize that his armourbearer is a human being but he represents the Holy Spirit for
look what he says to Jonathan, verse 7. This is like what the Holy Spirit says to us. "His 
armourbearer said unto him, Do all that is in thine heart: turn thee; behold, I am with thee
according to thy heart." The Holy Spirit says to us, "Listen, God is on your side. You go 
out into the battle, you do what God has led you to do, and I'll guarantee you I'll be with 
you, God will be with you, you're going to win the battle." You see, that's exciting, there's
symbolism in this text that we need to see and that's God's response to us when we're 
surrendered to his will.
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Jonathan and his armourbearer empowered and protected by God did something rather 
amazing and heroic. Look at verse 4, "And between the passages, by which Jonathan 
sought to go over unto the Philistines' garrison, there was a sharp rock on the one side, 
and a sharp rock on the other side: and the name of the one was Bozez, and the name of 
the other Seneh. The forefront of the one was situate northward over against Michmash, 
and the other southward over against Gibeah. And Jonathan said to the young man that 
bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised." 
Now here are these two cities again. I introduced you to them before but now we're really
going to get into the thick of the battle. We have Michmash which is in Philistine control,
and we have Gibeah where Saul's troops, the Israelites are encamped, and between them 
is a massive ravine and the verse tells us there's a huge precipice, a huge cliff on each 
side, one on the Philistines' side, one on the Israelites' side, this big ravine in between. So 
Jonathan and his courageous armourbearer started out from Gibeah where they were 
headquartered and they scaled a precipice on their side of the ravine, then descended 
down into the ravine, scaled up a huge precipice on the Philistines' side, and ended up on 
top of that mountain peak. By the way, in the Hebrew the words here for these peaks, let's
see in verse 4 it says "sharp rock," it means "tooth of the rock" in Hebrew. It's a jagged 
cliff, you can just picture it, wilderness. It was dangerous work. It was laborious. It sort 
of reminds me of what men did back in World War II in scaling that cliff to take over the 
guns of Navarone. Some of you remember that World War II incident. This was 
somewhat like that. A little different but very interesting.

Once on the enemy's side of the pass, they were spotted by Philistine scouts who were 
looking and seeing only two of them, the Philistines thought they were just some of the 
cowards that had come out of their caves. Little did they know what God was going to do
through these two men. So to mock and ridicule them further, the Philistines ordered 
them to, "Come on up here! Climb on up here the rest of the way up to the clearing, up 
over the precipice." Upon hearing that, Jonathan knew that the Lord was with him and he 
said to his armourbearer, I love the comment at the end of verse 12, the last phrase of 
verse 12, he says, "the LORD hath delivered them into the hand of Israel." There's great 
confidence. "The LORD hath delivered them." He knows that he's walking in the Spirit 
and not in the flesh, and by the way, Christian, there's great confidence when you walk in
the Spirit and not in the flesh, but believe me, when you walk in the flesh you don't have 
that kind of confidence. When you walk in the flesh there's doubt, there's fear, there's 
impaired fellowship with the Lord because of it. When a person possesses the Holy Spirit
of God in their heart and they're filled by him, they have confidence. When a person who 
is a Christian walks in the flesh rather than the Spirit, they have great arrogance, kind of 
like those sports figures on television. I get so sick of them. I don't even watch the sports 
anymore on the news. They get on there and they brag about themselves. Do you know 
what I'm talking about? "I can do this and I can do that!" I remember Muhammad Ali 
when I was a kid, "Man, I can do anything!" You'd think he could conquer the world. 
They're puffed up with pride and that's the way a Christian is who's walking in the flesh, 
puffed up with pride and arrogance, "I can do it!" Maybe in their heart.

Do you know what made the difference between King Saul and his son Jonathan? 
Decisions. Cowardly Saul decided to sulk under a pomegranate tree living in unbelief 
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while his heroic son Jonathan decided to surrender to the Lord and in so doing he fought 
one of the most courageous battles in world history, and we are told that Jonathan's 
slaughter was incredible. He and his servant were outnumbered 10 to 1 but God enabled. 
Look at verse 13, "And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his 
armourbearer after him: and they," that's the enemy, the Philistines, "fell before Jonathan;
and his armourbearer slew after him. And that first slaughter, which Jonathan and his 
armourbearer made, was about twenty men, within as it were an half acre of land, which 
a yoke of oxen might plow. And there was trembling in the host, in the field, and among 
all the people: the garrison, and the spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth quaked: so 
it was a very great trembling. And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; 
and, behold, the multitude melted away, and they went on beating down one another." 
Isn't this interesting? Jonathan and his armourbearer, just two men, went in there and with
the power of God upon them killed 20 of the Philistines, the Philistines saw it, they got 
chaotic and fearful and thought there was a huge army after them, and they started 
running and in the confusion the Philistines started killing one another. In fact, verse 15 
says God brought a trembling, an earthquake. It scared them to death. God used two men.
Isn't it appropriate what Jonathan said at the end of verse 6, "there is no restraint to the 
LORD to save by many or by few." God doesn't need a big army. He just requires one 
vessel surrendered to him, in this case two men.

Let me share with you something from history. Some of you have heard of historian 
Werner Keller. He records a fascinating 20th century incident based on this story. The 
account dates back to World War I when the British took the Holy Land from the 
Ottoman Turks. How many of you guys and ladies like history? How many of you like 
military history? Yeah, it's pretty interesting, isn't it? You're going to like this. 

The British Field Marshal at that time was Allenby. You remember that name from 
history? That's a name you recognize. In fact, there's a bridge today that goes from Israel 
over to Jordan, it's called by the Israelites the Allenby Bridge. Now the Jordanians don't 
like that because that signaled the fact that it was conquered by Israel, they call it the 
King Hussein Bridge. But anyway it's the only way you can get from Jordan into Israel 
over this Allenby Bridge.

Let me read you this story. This historian says, "We owe to Major Vivian Gilbert, a 
British army officer, this description of a truly remarkable occurrence. Writing in his 
reminiscences he says: 'In the First World War a brigade major in Allenby's army in 
Palestine was on one occasion searching his Bible with the light of a candle, looking for a
certain name. His brigade had received orders to take a village that stood on a rocky 
prominence on the other side of a deep valley.'" Does that sound familiar to our 
geography? "It was called Michmash and the name seemed somehow familiar. 
Eventually he found it in 1 Samuel 13 and read there: 'And Saul, and Jonathan his son, 
and the people that were present with them, abode in Gibeah of Benjamin but the 
Philistines encamped in Michmash.'

"It then went on to tell how Jonathan and his armour-bearer crossed over during the night
'to the Philistines' garrison' on the other side, and how they passed two sharp rocks: 'there 
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was a sharp rock on the one side, and a sharp rock on the other side: (1 Sam. 14:4). They 
clambered up the cliff and overpowered the garrison, 'within as it were an half acre of 
land, which a yoke of oxen might plough.' The main body of the enemy awakened by the 
melee thought they were surrounded by Saul's troops and 'melted away and they went on 
beating down one another.' Thereupon Saul attacked with his whole force and beat the 
enemy. 'So the Lord saved Israel that day.'"

So here's this Major in the British army in World War I reading his Bible to find out the 
circumstances of Jonathan's battle with the Philistines because he's at the same pass 
geographically.

"The brigade major reflected that there must still be this narrow passage through the 
rocks, between the two spurs, and at the end of it the 'half acre of land.' He woke the 
commander and they read the [Bible] passage through together once more." This is true 
now. "Patrols were sent out. They found the pass, which was thinly held by the Turks, 
and which led past two jagged rocks — obviously Bozez and Seneh," from the Bible text.
"Up on top, beside Michmash, they could see by the light of the moon a small flat field. 
The brigadier altered his plan of attack. Instead of deploying the whole brigade he sent 
one company through the pass under cover of darkness. The few Turks whom they met 
were overpowered without a sound, the cliffs were scaled, and shortly before daybreak 
the company had taken up a position on 'the half acre of land.'  

"The Turks woke up and took to their heels in disorder since they thought that they were 
being surrounded by Allenby's army. They were all killed or taken prisoner. 

"'And so,' concludes Major Gilbert in his reminiscences, 'after thousands of years British 
troops successfully copied the tactics of Saul and Jonathan.'" Isn't that fascinating. A real 
piece of world history. 

Verses 19 and 20 tell us that when Saul heard the noise, he gathered his troops and he 
rushed to Jonathan's aid. Verse 20 calls it a "great discomfiture." The word means 
"confusion." The people were just confused, the Philistines. In fact, verse 21 reports that 
even the Jews who were living in Philistine territory turned against the Philistines and 
fought against them along with Israel. Verse 22 tells us that all the men who were hiding 
in the caves came out and fought too. They suddenly found courage because of Jonathan.

So verse 23, look at that verse. I love that phrase, "So the LORD saved Israel that day." 
Isn't that great? Now let me remind you, don't miss this, the Lord did not save Israel 
because of Saul, the Lord saved Israel because of Jonathan. The father was cowardly 
because he was flesh-dependent. The son was courageous because he was God-
dependent. And friend, that will always be the case in your life, as a witness for Christ 
you will cower in fear when you're focusing on yourself, when you're looking at your 
own small army, when you in unbelief take matters into your own hands, when you 
approach your own circumstances not in prayer but in self-reliance, but when you, 
Christian, surrender all, partnering with the Holy Spirit of God to depend on God, you 
will succeed for he will empower you, he will give you a spirit of boldness and courage. 
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There is great confidence when you're right with God but there's tremendous 
apprehension when your conscience is stained with sin.

Our story is not yet over. We find a sad conclusion in one respect to the story and yet it's 
a happy conclusion in another way. Give me a few more moments to finish the story with
you. Look at verse 24, "And the men of Israel were distressed that day: for Saul had 
adjured the people, saying, Cursed be the man that eateth any food until evening, that I 
may be avenged on mine enemies. So none of the people tasted any food." You see, God 
has been merciful to Saul to allow him to slide to victory on the coattails of his son 
Jonathan. Saul deserved defeat but God was merciful to allow him victory that day 
because of Jonathan. But in response to his victory, does Saul act in humility? No, he acts
in pride and he acts in a fleshly manner. In fact, his actions remind me of those sports 
figures, those football players, you know, guys on tv who when they get into the end zone
with the ball they act like foolish jerks, they act like chickens strutting around doing some
dance because they're proud of themselves saying, "Look at what I did!" Meanwhile 
they've forgotten the fact there was a quarterback who threw them the ball, there was a 
whole team of guys who blocked the other players so they could get in the end zone. 
That's what Saul's acting like right now. He's strutting in the end zone doing his little 
dance, bringing focus to himself for what he's done. I hate that kind of stuff. That's 
exactly what Saul's doing. It's all about him.

He's angry at the Philistines for shaming him. He fails to realize that the shame and defeat
was because of his own carnality, but he takes it out on the enemy and on his own men. 
Don't miss this now. Toward the enemy he has a personal vendetta. He says, "I'm going 
to go and I'm going to settle the score and I'm going to kill these guys." Now that's not all
about God being glorified here. That's about Saul being exemplified and glorified. It's 
about Saul getting vengeance and doing away with some of the shame. How tragic to see 
him act that way.

And to carry out his personal vendetta, look what he does to his own men, he gives a 
brash order. He said, "Listen, nobody is going to eat a thing until tonight, until I give 
orders so that we can go out and lick up the enemy." Now that was foolish. In fact, he 
pronounced a curse on anyone who would eat in advance of his orders. Now I used to be 
a wrestler in high school, so I know that right before a match you don't eat a whole lot in 
preparation for the match. Then you go out there and for three two-minute periods, which
doesn't sound very long, six minutes, but it's an eternity when you're on the mat, those of 
you that have ever wrestled know that. And you're exhausted and you feel like a wet 
noodle when you're done, and after the match you just want to collapse somewhere and 
regain your strength. You certainly want to eat. Now I can only imagine how Saul's 
orders must have felt to his men. No eating all day long. They're running. They're doing 
battle. They're literally exhausted. The Bible says in verse 24, they're distressed, the word
means they've been so oppressed and tyrannized by their king who gave the order that 
they were completely spent, they were completely taxed, they had nothing left to give. 
They were physically whipped, I'm sure you can relate. They're ready to collapse.
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Meanwhile they come across some honey in a beehive. Jonathan, who had not heard his 
father's orders, took some of the honey, ate of it and regained his strength. He was 
refreshed and you can just imagine that. In verse 28, the other soldiers, though they're 
faint, they're ready to collapse, they're fearful. The king's given them an order. They'll be 
cursed if they eat. So they tell Jonathan about his father's orders and look at Jonathan's 
comments in verses 29 and 30. "Then said Jonathan, My father hath troubled the land: 
see, I pray you, how mine eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted a little of this 
honey. How much more, if haply the people had eaten freely to day of the spoil of their 
enemies which they found? for had there not been now a much greater slaughter among 
the Philistines?" Here's a spiritually-minded man. He says, "Man, we could have done so 
much more today if my father hadn't made that foolish command and told us we couldn't 
eat anything." And friend, how true. How much more we can accomplish for God when 
our choices are aligned with his will.

Saul had troubled the nation by his fleshly choices and you too, Christian, will trouble the
church, you'll trouble your home by your carnality if you continue to choose the path of 
self-gratification, self-reliance, and self-exaltation. It'll come to your ruin and it'll impact 
others around you. Husbands, it'll impact your wife. Wife, it'll impact your husband. 
Parents, it'll impact your children. Children, your parents. It'll impact others in the 
church. It'll impact employees that you work with at work. 

Look what happened to Israel, verse 32, the men were so famished they couldn't stand it 
any longer, "the people flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, and oxen, and calves, and 
slew them on the ground: and the people did eat them with the blood." That's not good. 
They took animals, they're so starving and famished they took animals and killed them 
and did not drain the blood properly according to the Old Testament dietary laws and 
they indulged, they're just starving, they're in defiance, though, of the law. And Saul was 
guilty of being the stumblingblock to all this.

But look how he responds in verse 34. He sounds so spiritual here, "And Saul said, 
Disperse yourselves among the people, and say unto them, Bring me hither every man his
ox, and every man his sheep, and slay them here, and eat; and sin not against the LORD 
in eating with the blood. And all the people brought every man his ox with him that night,
and slew them there." And look at spiritual Saul, verse 35, he "built an altar unto the 
LORD: the same was the first altar that he built unto the LORD." Hey, this man's not 
spiritual. He's just trying to look pious because look what his real motives are in verse 36,
"And Saul said, Let us go down after the Philistines by night, and spoil them until the 
morning light, and let us not leave a man of them." You see, Saul's real motive is he 
wants more vengeance. He wants to kill each and every Philistine so they'll never bother 
him again. He wants to cast off his shame but, folks, he's going about it in the wrong 
way. Instead of confessing his sin in humility, he's retaliating in pride. 

The people see it. The priests see it too. The people said to Saul in what seems to be a 
tone of frustration, verse 36, I believe it is, the people respond in this tone, "Do whatever 
you want, Saul. Do whatever you want. You're the king." They're frustrated. They're 
completely flabbergasted with Saul's choices. Even the priest says at the end of verse 36, 
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he says, "Let us draw near hither unto God." Now this is the same priest who's wearing 
the ephod, the same descendant of Ichabod who 50 years earlier had gotten that name 
because the ark was taken, the Philistines had destroyed them. That guy, the emotion you 
see coming out here. He says, "No! Saul, you're going about this the wrong way! Let's go 
to God, let's pray!" Good thing to do, right?

Saul ignored him. Saul went in pride and he assumed that the Lord did not answer 
because there was some sin in the camp so Saul says, "Listen, let's offer sacrifices and 
appease the Lord," as if he's going to get the Lord to answer him because he's going to do
something pious and religious. But he assumed that the Lord did not answer because 
there was something wrong in the camp like Achan, remember, when he had stolen that 
forbidden thing and brought shame upon the Israelites, robbed them of blessing? Well, 
Saul was right about the fact that there was sin in the camp, he was wrong about who had 
the sin. 

Rather than consider his own sinful heart, look what Saul did, he pointed the finger at his 
son Jonathan who had eaten the honey against the king's orders. "Aha, this must be the 
reason we're not winning the battle or why we don't have strength and why we can't go 
back down there and fight with more vigor and power!" Look at verse 38, "And Saul 
said, Draw ye near hither, all the chief of the people: and know and see wherein this sin 
hath been this day." It sounds so pious. Fleshly Christians do. Verse 39, "For, as the 
LORD liveth," he even uses religious terminology and claims the name of God, "For, as 
the LORD liveth, which saveth Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely 
die." Now wait a minute, Jonathan's the one who's right here. Jonathan's the one who 
delivered Israel this day. If it weren't for Jonathan, Saul would be dead. Friend, when 
you're sinful, don't pass the blame. Swallow your pride and admit your sin. We live in a 
culture that likes to point fingers at everybody else. They're victims. That's a wrong 
mentality, folks. Admit your pride, swallow it, confess your sin before God, ask him to 
forgive you, humbly apologize to others. 

That is not what Saul did but that's what God requires of us. Saul actually took steps to 
put his son to death but the people intervened. I like this. I love the response in verse 45, 
here's where we wrap it up, "the people said unto Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who hath 
wrought this great salvation in Israel? God forbid," never, "as the LORD liveth, there 
shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground," I like that terminology too and then I 
love this next phrase, "for he hath wrought with God this day. So the people rescued 
Jonathan, that he died not." Hey, they hit the nail on the head, didn't they? They said, 
"Listen, King Saul, we respect you as our king but you will not put Jonathan to death. We
know enough spiritually that that's a wrong move. Jonathan's the one that delivered us 
this day. He's on God's side, you're not right now." The word "wrought" here in this verse
can mean "accomplished," so what these people are saying is when they said "he hath 
wrought, Jonathan hath wrought with God this day," they're saying, "Jonathan's the one 
who's accomplished something with God today, not you, Saul."

And so in the end it became quite clear who was the coward and who was the hero. God 
has his way of sorting out cowards and heroes, doesn't he? And I want to remind you as 
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we close the message, friend, you today stand guilty before God. Like Saul you've chosen
your own way. You've disobeyed God. You've lived in unbelief. You've cowered in fear. 
You've pointed fingers at others. You've tried to pass the blame. You've tried to paint 
yourself as a spiritual person in it all but the reality is that you're not spiritual, the reality 
is you're carnal, fleshly, the reality is you need to fall on your face before God and plead 
for his mercy. I wonder this morning are you a Saul or a Jonathan? Are you in God's eyes
a coward or a hero?

Every head bowed and every eye closed.
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