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Isaiah 3: 10: Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the 

fruit of their doings. 11: Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of 

his hands shall be given him. 

 

We are living in a time so much like what our Lord declares through Isaiah in our text.  But I 

ask you to forget everything you know about prophecy, or what you may have heard others 

say concerning this prophecy and walk with me through these scriptures.  I believe I have a 

message from the Lord for you this morning. 

 

Divisions: I. THE FACT OF THE MATTER; II. THE HEART OF THE MATTER. 

 

I. THE FACT OF THE MATTER--THE WOE DECLARED TO THE WICKED 

V11: Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be 

given him. 

A. I am convinced that Isaiah was sent forth with this word in the years just before the end of 

King Uzziah's reign.   

2 Chronicles 26:5: And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding 

in the visions of God: and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him to prosper.  6: 

And he went forth and warred against the Philistines, and brake down the wall of Gath, 

and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, and built cities about Ashdod, and 

among the Philistines. 7: And God helped him against the Philistines, and against the 

Arabians that dwelt in Gurbaal, and the Mehunims.  

• Isaiah 2: 6: Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they 

be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please 

themselves in the children of strangers. 

 

2 Chronicles 26: 8: And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his name spread 

abroad even to the entering in of Egypt; for he strengthened himself exceedingly. 

• Isaiah 2: 7: Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their 

treasures; 

 

2 Chronicles 26: 9: Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at 

the valley gate, and at the turning of the wall, and fortified them. 10: Also he built 

towers in the desert, and digged many wells:  

• Isaiah 2: 15 the Lord promises to bring down:…every high tower, and…every fenced 

wall, 

 



2 Chronicles 26: 11: Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting men, that went out to war 

by bands, according to the number of their account by the hand of Jeiel the scribe and 

Maaseiah the ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, one of the king’s captains. 12: The 

whole number of the chief of the fathers of the mighty men of valour were two thousand 

and six hundred. 13: And under their hand was an army, three hundred thousand and 

seven thousand and five hundred, that made war with mighty power, to help the king 

against the enemy. 14: And Uzziah prepared for them throughout all the host shields, 

and spears, and helmets, and habergeons, and bows, and slings to cast stones.  15 And 

he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning men, to be on the towers and upon 

the bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great stones withal.  

• Isaiah 2: 7:…their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their 

chariots…our text today speaks of men of war and their captains. 

 

 

B. What happened to the people that caused the Lord to send Isaiah declaring that the Lord 

was about to take it all away?  The same thing that happened to king Uzziah happened to the 

vast majority in Judah. 

2 Chronicles 26: 15:…And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously helped, 

till he was strong.  16: But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his 

destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of 

the LORD to burn incense upon the altar of incense.  (Pride filled his heart--he forgot the 

LORD his God--was the one who made him prosper and not his own hand…AND THE 

WHOLE NATION FORGOT IT TOO.) 

• Isaiah 2: 11: The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men 

shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. 12: For the 

day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon 

every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:  

 

C. What are the results when nations become prosperous, when individual households and 

individual men become lifted up in pride? 

1. Man trusts man. 

Isaiah 2: 22: Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be 

accounted of?  Isaiah 3: 1: For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, doth take away 

from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, and the 

whole stay of water, 2: The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the 

prophet, and the prudent, and the ancient, 3: The captain of fifty, and the honourable 

man, and the counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator. 4: And I 

will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them. 

• God gave them men to fill these offices but when they were strong, their hearts were lifted 

up in pride and they put their trust in these men rather than the Lord--THE STAY AND 

STAFF--of the believer.  The Lord says, "I will take it all away… 

 

 



2. Pride causes men to deal horribly with other men. 

V5: And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his 

neighbour: the child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, and the base 

against the honourable.  6: When a man shall take hold of his brother of the house of his 

father, saying, Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy 

hand. 7: In that day shall he swear, saying, I will not be an healer; for in my house is 

neither bread nor clothing: make me not a ruler of the people. 

 

3. Prosperity and pride causes men to brazenly provoke God by living in open sin and 

rebellion against him. 

• Isaiah 3: 8: For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: because their tongue and 

their doings are against the LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory. 9: The shew of 

their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, 

they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves. 

 

When times are at their best vain religious men act their worst! 

 

3. Prosperity and pride causes man to reject the one true God and all who speak of God. 

Isaiah 3: 12: As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over 

them. (Children signify those who have no knowledge of spiritual matters--they oppress the 

Lord's people.  A woman who was so haughty as to rule over men was disgraceful and 

whorish.  The signification here is of the way of sin and anti-christ.  Read the next sentence)  

O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths. 

• Error is that which is contrary to the True and Living God. 

• They attempted to destroy THE WAY of the Lord's people which is the Lord himself, 

God our Savior. 

 

Illustration: In our day… 

• In the name of freedom of religion the shackled servants of sin oppress anyone who is 

bold enough to declare that freedom of religion is the freedom wherewith Christ Jesus the 

Lord sets a sinner free. 

 

D. The great Babylon of false religion, which is worse than vulgar immorality, is described in 

verses 16 through chapter 5 as the vulgar immorality of a prostitute. 

V16: Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk 

with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes,  

• Haughty--too proud to be anything but righteous in self esteem 

• Necks stiffened against the truth of man's depravity and the truth that Christ alone is the 

Righteousness in whom sinner's are saved   

• Eyes twinkling full of deception 

 

 



 

 

walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet:  

• Like a prostitute attracts business walking and mincing to attract the flesh  

• That message which calls this world of sinner's basically good, or which puts 

righteousness and sanctification into man's hand, appeals to the fleshly eye and makes a 

tinkling which sounds good to the fleshly ear 

 

V17: Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters 

of Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts. 

• The crown of the head--signifies more than just the top of the head 

• It signifies the fleshly intellect which is the crown of the one whose doctrine is his 

academic, dead-doctrinal head knowledge rather than the grace of God in the heart. 

• The secret parts are the hearts of men-- 

The poor religionist who only has a head knowledge rather than a heart knowledge has no 

idea that sin goes deeper than the tongue and the hands.  Because his understanding is fleshly 

his understanding of the righteousness which God requires goes no deeper than his flesh.  He 

has no idea that sin is all he is until the Holy Spirit creates a new man within.  Only then does 

he behold that sin is all he is and all his very best religious deeds are.  Only then does he 

behold that God requires righteousness in the inward parts.   

 

V18: In that day the Lord will take away the bravery  

• Any message which causes men to trust in their own work, their own seeking, their own 

decision, their own self-mortification for salvation makes a man proud, self-righteous, full 

of bravery toward God. 

• All his confidence is in his acts of religion--his reading, his praying, his evangelism, his 

mimicking the outward adornment of religious ceremony and show all around him  

• That's what is represented when we read of all this outward, fleshly adornment, of: 

their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the 

moon, 19: The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 20: The bonnets, and the 

ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, 21: The 

rings, and nose jewels, 

• It is not the believer's act of reading which avails but the conquering King who reveals 

himself through his Word. 

• The man who has been made righteous in Christ knows that the effectual fervent prayer of 

a righteous man availeth much, because the Righteous God-Man has effectually drawn 

him to cast himself upon his Intecessor by revealing to him the utter inability of his flesh 

to avail anything.     

• The believer is made to abhor the adornments that religious multitudes adore. 

 

 



In this day and time, when more people appear more religious than ever before and yet it 

appears the Lord is making good on this very prophecy like never before, I beseech you, 

brethren, "It is time we head to our closets and pour out our hearts to the true and living 

God!"     

 

Be sure you catch this next verse the Lord says, he will take away… 

V22: The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the 

crisping pins, 23: The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails.  

Illustration: I have seen this in my life time in the community where I grew up. 

• In the 70's when times were hard economically and coming out of high times of the 60's 

one particular church I know of was ultra-Calvinistic in their doctrine… 

• Then in the late 80's through the 90's when the economy prospered and men were full of 

themselves the very same folks changed their doctrine to rank, free-will, Arminianism 

• And now that times are getting tight their heading back to Calvinistic doctrine. 

• The changeable suits of apparel--from crisping pins and glasses and fine linen of the 

flesh to hoods and vails to try disguise the heart before the all-knowing God. 

 

It is my prayer that God will be pleased to use this new movement in the Southern Baptist 

Convention to call out a multitude of his sheep. 

• But I know this, if he does he shall separate whole families if times get good and folks go 

to changing their doctrinal apparel…  

• Because God's saints, his pastors, his church does not change with what's in style--like 

you change a suit because it gets out of fashion--the Lord by whose Spirit we are born is 

the same yesterday, today and forever and therefore the believer does not change. 

 

V24: And it shall come to pass, (when the Lord strips away the garment of self-

righteousness and reveals the inner most secret parts of the heart) that instead of sweet smell 

there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; 

and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty. 25: 

Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war. 26: And her gates shall 

lament and mourn; and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground. (Now here is the 

hardness of the natural heart) 4: 1: And in that day seven women shall take hold of one 

man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be 

called by thy name, to take away our reproach. 

• They say, "We don't want the Living Bread--God's Son and God's Christ 

• We don't need the Garment of Christ's Righteousness 

• Just let us be called by Christ's name--let us take his name in vain--simply to save us from 

the shame of being out-ed as a frauds." 

Isaiah 5: 13: Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no 

knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with 

thirst. 14: Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without 

measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, 



shall descend into it. 15: And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man 

shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled: 16: But the LORD of hosts 

shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. 

17: Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones 

shall strangers eat. 

 

II. THE HEART OF THE MATTER--THE WELLNESS DECLARED TO THE 

RIGHTEOUS! 

 

A. Does this word through Isaiah speak of what the Lord did when he saved his remnant in 

Judah by purging the wicked from them when he brought strange nations to war against 

them? 

1. Or does this word speak of what the Lord did in 70 AD when he utterly destroyed 

Jerusalem? 

2. Or does this word speak of what the Lord shall do in these last days which we live when he 

returns and destroys the wicked forever. 

3. THIS WORD DECLARES WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE AND SHALL DO IN EACH 

OF THOSE TIMES. 

 

B. But this word declares something else.  This word speaks of what the Lord did when 

Christ purged the sin of his people and won the victory at Calvary? And this word declares 

what the Lord does in the hearts of his people when he converts them and continues to save 

them by his grace. 

Isaiah 3: 10: Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the 

fruit of their doings.  

 

C. Everything we have seen here concerning the wicked is exactly what his people are when 

he enters them in power and grace. 

Isaiah 3: 1--We considered our stay and our staff to be bread and water for our belly till his 

prophet came declaring the Lord--Adoni--that name so often given to Christ in his 

Mediatorial office. 

• The LORD of hosts--that incommunicable name of him who sends forth every lesser stay 

and every lesser staff. 

• Then in sovereign grace he revealed Christ the Living Bread and gave us a thirst for the 

Water of Life. 

 

V2: We considered ourselves the mighty man and esteemed ourselves the man of war--until 

he revealed in us Christ who cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from 

Bozrah?...glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? [speaking] 

in righteousness, mighty to save. 

• We were our own judge, our own prophet, and our own prudent-wise-old-man--until he 

revealed Christ our Prophet, Priest and King, the Ancient of Days. 

 



V3: We were the captain of fifty--until the Captain of our Salvation revealed to us that our 

warfare is accomplished. 

• We considered ourselves and all our righteousnesses as "the honorable man"--eminent in 

our own countenance--until he revealed in us the One who is Altogether Lovely. 

• We were our own counselor and had our path all planned out--till THE COUNSELOR on 

whose Shoulder the Government of God rests made us to see that in ourselves we had a 

fool for a counselor. 

• We were cunning artificer's in our hokus-pokus magic show of self-salvation till he 

revealed the Mystery of God in us--then he broke our magic wand. 

• We were eloquent orator's--snake charmers--charming the venemous adder that we are by 

nature--until the His Still Small Voice charmed us and drew us to Christ with cords of 

everlasting love 

 

V4: He gave his children to us and we beheld that a babe in Christ is as a prince to our souls.   

 

V5: We saw ourselves and our yoke of the law as oppressive ones.   

• We beheld that we were the worldly children behaving proudly against the God of 

Ancient Eternity 

• We became to ourselves the base who were against the God of Honor. 

 

V6: When our religious family members tried to convince us that we had a covering, we 

confessed we couldn't heal this sickness, we confessed we are sinners in need of the Living 

Bread and His Garment of Righteousness for he discovered to us our ruined and fallen 

condition that our tongue and our doings were against the Lord. 

 

V12: We discovered that his stripping us of our worldly companions and family was because 

we were his children from all eternity.  Therefore…V13: The LORD standeth up to plead, 

and standeth to judge the people. 14: The LORD [entered] into judgment with the 

ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: [he delivered us from those who ate] up 

[his] vineyard; [and robbed us bankrupt sinners] in [our] houses. [saying] 15: What 

mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord 

GOD of hosts. 

 

V17: He discovered to us the 'lewdness' of our secret parts--heart 

 

V18: In that day he took away our bravery and all our tinkling adornments and nose jewels 

and changeable suits of apparel--all our religious ceremony--and  

 

V24: And instead of a sweet smell it all begin to stink to us 

 

 

 

 



But he said, "It shall be well with you, for you shall eat of the fruit of your doings."   

• And we asked, "When did we ever do anything fruitful?"  Notice he says to the righteous 

the fruit of your doings but to the wicked the reward of his hands. 

• So when the righteous ask, "When did we ever do anything fruitful? 

• He says to the righteous, "The fruit of my doings is the fruit of your doings." 

• His unchanging, everlasting, fine linen of perfect Righteousness is our Fruit of Eternal 

Righteousness. 

 

Look over to chapter 4: 2: (While this work is all woe to the wicked!) 

V2: In that day shall the [Righteous] branch of the LORD [Christ Jesus, Son of man, our 

Mediator be]…beautiful and glorious, and [Christ] the fruit of the earth [whose Fruit is 

righteousness and reconciliation, peace and pardon, adoption and sanctification, and eternal 

life.  In that day of the Lord's power and grace we beheld him by faith as] excellent and 

comely… 

 

Yes, Isaiah's message declared what the Lord did shortly after king Uzziah's death. 

• What the Lord did when Christ conquered sin and death and purged his people of all their 

sin at Calvary. 

• What the Lord did when he manifest the end of the old covenant by wiping Jerusalem off 

the map in 70AD! 

• What the Lord shall do when he destroys the wicked and saves those he put in Christ in 

final glory. 

• But it is the very same thing the Lord does in the heart of his people when he strips us of 

our righteousnesses and continues to keep us from all who would destroy the Way of our 

paths. 

 

Isaiah 4: 3: And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth 

in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in 

Jerusalem: 4: When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, 

and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of 

judgment, and by the spirit of burning. 5: And the LORD will create upon every 

dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and 

the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence. 6: And 

there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of 

refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain 

 

Illustration: As I watched the stock market plunge and the multitude of folks who lost their 

jobs, I heard and saw a lot of woe!  That which the Lord sanctifies to the heart of the 

righteous is woe to this wicked flesh.  But scattered around in this city and that city, in this 

state and that state, in this country and that country…the Lord is speaking in the hearts of the 

righteous teaching them that every lesser stay and lesser staff—which the Lord takes from 

Judah and Jerusalem is made by him, to glorify him, and witnesses to those who are 



righteous in Christ that he is all these things to us—our Stay and our Staff--he says therefore-

-Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their 

doings. 11  Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands 

shall be given him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


