
Separated from the World 
Discerning and Pursuing God’s Best 

Romans 12:2 

 

Spiritual Maturity Verse of the Week: 1 John 2:15-17  

 

This is Week 3 of our spiritual maturity emphasis, and today’s theme is Separated from the World.  One of 

the marks of spiritual maturity is that after a person is born again through faith in Jesus Christ, we begin to look 

less and less like the world around us and more and more like Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus said very clearly “My kingdom is not of this world.” John 18:36 

 

Many of you have been reading Chip Ingram’s book “Living on the Edge.”  In the section on separation he cites 

a book “unchristian (2007)”.  And there is a table with the results of a survey among people who claim to be 

born-again and followers of Jesus Christ.  In other words they claim to belong to Jesus’ kingdom, which is not 

of this world.  Here are some of the findings: 

 

       Age Who Find the following Morally Acceptable 
Age 

23-41 
Age 
42+ 

 Cohabitation  59% 33% 

 Gambling 58% 38% 

 Sexual thoughts or fantasies about someone 57% 35% 

 Sex outside of marriage 44% 23% 

 Looking at pornography 33% 19% 

 Having an abortion 32% 27% 

 Homosexual behavior 28% 13% 
 

It is not just our American culture that struggles with the challenge of separating from the world we’ve been 

saved from.    This has always been a problem for Christians.  Jesus saw it coming, as can be seen in His prayer 

for His disciples in John 17.  And the Apostle Paul addresses it head on in Romans 12, and that is where we’re 

studying so let’s spend some time there.  Turn in your bibles to Romans 12:2. 

 

This verse is a second exhortation that springs from the great and glorious saving grace of God.  Paul says in 

12:1  Therefore I beseech you brethren by the mercies of God that you… 1) present your bodies a living 

sacrifice to God” and secondly… 

 

Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. (NASB)    

 

In Romans 6 Paul taught about how salvation in Christ breaks the power and dominion of sin.  This is one of the 

great mercies of God to us through the gospel.  The power of sin is broken.  Yet the attraction to sin, 

unfortunately, remains.  So born again Christian people have been freed from the sin of the world, but we must 

no longer bow to its attraction.  We must not be friends with the taskmaster that once owned us.   

 

  



Let’s spend a little time with this very pointed verse of scripture now.  I want to share with you several 

observations that need to be made. 

 

 

Observation 1:  God wants our lives to prove that His will is good, acceptable and perfect. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:3 says that God’s will for our lives in Christ is our sanctification.  Sanctification is the 

journey of departure from what we once were, and transforming to the likeness of Jesus Christ.  It means 

“setting apart from.” But the “god of this world” also has a will for us, and we sometimes are fooled into 

thinking it’s good too.  But it’s not. 

 

Jesus told us in John 10:10 what Satan is up to.  “The thief has come to steal, kill and destroy, but I have come 

that you might have life and have it abundantly.   

 

We need to start with believing that God’s will is good and the world’s will is not.  We need to start believing 

that by being transformed to God’s good and perfect and acceptable will, we become the light to the world 

which is robbed by the enemy of true abundant life.   

 

 

Observation 2:  Conforming and transforming are both passive verbs. 

 

Some may grow tired of me pointing out such details, but this one is important.  The NIV loses something when 

it translates this sentence “Do not conform…”.  I suppose it’s possible that a Christian may intentionally 

conform to the world.  But the verb is passive and is translated “Do not be conformed” and secondly “be 

transformed.” 

 

We have to decide whether we will allow ourselves to be molded by God or molded by the world.  The biggest 

problem of worldliness in the church is that it happens without realizing it.  We are conformed by influence 

outside ourselves, and we are transformed by an influence outside ourselves.  One must be resisted, and 

defended against.  One must be sought after and permitted or allowed. 

 

They both are passive commands.  This means while the source of both conforming and transforming is not us 

but outside of us, the wherewith all to choose is ours.  We are responsible to resist the world and submit to what 

God would use to transform us. 

 

 

Observation 3:  The world is not your friend. 

 

In Romans 12:2 The “world” and the “good, acceptable and perfect will of God” are mutually exclusive.  They 

are polar opposites of each other.  Like a football field has two end zones and team A aims at one against the 

will of Team B, while Team B aims at one against the will of Team A.   

 

When we are caught up in the world we are heading the wrong way and playing for the wrong team and against 

the team we belong to.  Just imagine how damaging it is for a team member to turn and start blocking for the 

other team, and handing the ball to the other team, or taking the ball and running the wrong way. 

 

  



The kingdom of this world is an enemy to the kingdom of Christ.  The people aren’t, but the objectives and 

values and belief system is.  James, one of the early church fathers and natural brother to Jesus, wrote to 

Christians who had begun playing the wrong way for the other team; and he rebuked his fellow team mates with 

this sharp, sharp rebuke. 

 

James 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 

whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. (NASB)   

 

So “the world” is not our friend! And especially if we want to grow toward spiritual maturity in our relationship 

with God, it is not our friend.  The world is not friendly towards our relationship with God nor towards the aims 

God has for us.  So Romans 12:2 calls us to separation. 

 

 

Observation 4:  The key to resisting the world and being transformed is “renewing the mind.” 

 

It is worldly minds and worldly thinking that produces worldly behavior and decisions and values.  But godly 

minds produce godly thoughts, values, decisions and behavior.  Being mercifully saved from the world, our 

minds and our thinking have to be renewed Paul says.  We have to subject our minds to retraining.  That is why 

teaching and learning is such an important part of the church. 

 

Paul speaks most clearly about this in 2 Timothy 3, where we learn that scriptures not only make one wise for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, but they are what rebukes our ungodly thinking, corrects our ungodly 

thinking and teaches us godly thinking, and retrains us in righteous living. 

 

The scriptures are how we renew our minds!  Through reading the Scriptures, hearing the word of God 

proclaimed and taught, by studying the Scriptures, our minds are washed and retrained by truth and God’s 

wisdom.  Then we are able to recognize the lies, deception, propaganda, sensuality, materialism, of the world.   

 

Here are a few exhortations to Timothy from Paul about the ministry of the word to the members of his church. 

 

1 Tim. 4:13 (NASB)   give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.  

 

2 Tim. 4:1-2 (NASB)   I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 

living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  

 

In August I spoke with you about mechanisms for spiritual maturity.  Take a look at this chart.  If you have any 

intention at all to respond to this command in Romans 12:2 you need to carefully look at this. 

 

Church or Public 

Mechanisms 

Private Mechanisms 

Word Centered Worship and 

Learning 

Prayer and Scripture 

Reading/Study 

Word Centered SG’s -

Growing together 

Family Devotions 

 

Plugging into teaching and preaching, doing bible studies and participating in a small group does not quantify 

being mature.  But they are methods for renewing our minds and having our thoughts shaped by wisdom from 

above.  These are the things which people who want to mature do to nurture their relationship with God and 

renew their minds so that they will not be conformed to this world but transformed so that we may prove the 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.   

 



On the other hand, certain movies and programs, commercials, museums, certain classes in school bathe our 

minds in foolish, godless thinking, beliefs and values.   We need mind renewal to resist and to recognize that 

garbage, as well as retrain us in what is right (Philippians 4:8). 

 

Oh, how important it is for there to be regular bathing of our minds in the truth of God’s word.  This is your 

responsibility.  And if you desire to become mature spiritually and grow toward maturity in Christ, this is the 

foundational action step for you.  Subject yourselves day-to-day to the Word of God. 

 

Conclusions: 

Questions to think about: 

 

Are we growing more materialistic, or more missions minded? 

 

Are we more passionate about the lost getting saved, or are we more passionate about fitting in? 

 

What are we more passionate of and convinced of today than we once were?  Are we growing less enthralled by 

the world and more enthralled by the will and truth of God? 

  

Is the American dream crippling our walk and obedience to Jesus Christ?  Do we know that Jesus is not an 

American citizen and the American dream is not in the Bible?  Do we know that God’s dream for us is so much 

bigger, better, and longer lasting than achieving the American dream? 

 

Let’s pray.  Let’s repent.  Let’s reprioritize our life. 


