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Rev 3:20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to 

him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.  

 

I first learned that scripture as a tool to use as I shared Christ with people to create the picture of how Jesus 

wants to gain entrance into their lives and save them.  Perhaps you have heard it presented that way as well.  

But it is not saying that at all.  This in fact is a verse on the subject of the believers prayer life. 

 

A few weeks back we cracked open the book of Revelations and unpacked a message to a church that had 

become what Jesus said was lukewarm and unpalatable.  Jesus is the master of the word picture.  And this 

passage is rich with graphic images meant to help straiten out our thinking about what our real needs are, who 

can meet them and how God would have you use prayer. 

 

Turn once again in your bibles to Revelations 3:14 where through the Apostle John, Jesus sends a message to 

the believers of the church of Laodicea.  And before I read the passage let me refresh your minds concerning 

these believers and the situation and purpose of the message. 

 

Laodicea was a city with a strong economy.  Their economic engines were textiles (fine black wools), Banking 

and Finance, and medicinal eye ointments.  The economy was good to both the unbelieving community as well 

as the believers and the church there had drifted into the deceitfulness of their riches.  They had become blind to 

their true spiritual needs by the false sense of well-being that material and monetary can bring.  So much so that  

their conclusion was “we have need of nothing.”  The result of this spiritual deception was that their 

communion with Christ was suffering.  He was on the outside and they were looking to the natural and material 

world instead of him.   

 

Rev. 3:14-22 "And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 

Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that 

you were cold or hot. 16'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 
17'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that 

you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by 

fire, that you may become rich, and white garments, that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your 

nakedness may not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see. 19'Those whom I love, I 

reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent. 20'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me. 21'He who 

overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My 

Father on His throne. 22'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' " (NASB)   

 

We American Christians have some things in common with the Laodicean believers.  We live with the return of 

Christ on the horizon.  We live in a highly materialistic and economically prosperous culture.  We live between 

a Lord who strongly desires vital communion with us and a culture deceitfully lures us to look elsewhere for our 

needs and desires to be met.  And when we fall prey to that deception our prayer life suffers. 

  

Today we look once again at “overcoming prayer barriers”.  The first barrier that we got into last week was how 

confusion about our spiritual condition, our true and deeper needs, hinders vital communion with Christ.  But 

that’s not the only barrier to your prayer life.  There is another very simple but important barrier which must be 

overcome to experience what Jesus calls dining with him. 

 



Barrier: Confusion about your real source hinders vital communion with Christ. 

 

Rev 3:18-19 I advise you to buy from Me gold. . . , and white garments, . . .; and eye salve to anoint your eyes, . 

. .. 19'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.  

 

The phrase I want to focus on here is Jesus saying, “buy from Me.”  Jesus says, I am the market place that deals 

in true riches, meaningful ministry, spiritual sight.  I am the one with whom you need to do business.  I advise 

you to come to me for the kind of gold, garments and sight your soul craves. 

 

The world offers enough temporary satisfaction from its natural goods to keep a person looking to it as its 

source.  It will give you just enough to make you want more.  One of the things I’ve discovered over and over 

again is that the material want list is always longer than your means.  Always.  And once you get that coveted 

next thing not only does something else come along to take its place on the want list but each thing you buy 

creates further needs to support it. 

 

For example.  Lets say you have your family room set up pretty well.  TV, speakers, furniture, DVD player etc.  

But you have four kids and there is always conflict about who gets to watch what.  Or you yourselves can’t sit 

down and watch a movie.  So you decide to just buy a tv for down stairs.  Now you need another entertainment 

center to keep the movies and componets from looking like a garbled mess.  Then speakers and surround sound 

hit the list.  Then it’s a DVD player, and then another dvd player because the first one was so cheap it quit 

working in a short time.  Then there is not enough furniture for everyone to sit comfortably when you want to 

watch one all together down there were the fire is.  You get the picture. 

 

How many of you have reached the point where you have enough.  Now here is the scary thing.  We grow 

content with what we have on the inside way to easily while we constantly pursue more things.  And the more 

money you make the worse it gets, because when things are way out of reach you just never think about them.  

But when they are close they grab your attention and won’t let go.  

 

Meanwhile, there is Jesus standing on the outside looking in and knocking.  He is trying to disrupt our fixation 

on earthly things.  He’s calling out, buy from me.  Don’t get fixated on the next thing that will never satisfy you. 

Earlthly t hings will never take you to a place of true riches; never release you into meaningfully ministry (in 

fact just the opposite); they will never open your eyes to spiritual sight. 

 

Let’s open our eyes to see Jesus.  The condition of our prayer life reveals whether or not you see Jesus truly as 

your source.  Some people are very clear about their needs yet confused about the source.  They keep banging 

their head against the wall at the same lifeless sources while Jesus is waiting there for you. 

 

More stuff, better sex, pornography, relationships, your kids achievements, your marriage.  None of that will 

meet your deepest spiritual needs.  Jesus says, “buy from me.”   

 

Song: Kari Jobe – Come to me 

 

“Be zealous and repent.” 

 

Remedy 1:  You must recognize that Jesus alone can meet your deeper needs 

 

Now look at that famous misquoted and misapplied verse Rev 3:20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if 

anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me. 

 

There is a tinge of frustration here.  It starts with an exclamation – LOOK!  LO!  BEHOLD!  I’m right here.  

You’re looking there and there and there.  Everywhere but me.  You’re looking to your wool, your bank account 

and your medicine and I’m on your doorstep. 



 

If your looking to your career, your wardrobe, your cars and your houses.  Your looking to the packers, the 

brewers, and the badgers.  Your looking to your hunting, your fishing and whatever else. 

 

But I’m right here. 

 

Turn in your bibles to Psalm 63 (Ps 84:1-2), The Psalmists say “I thirst for YOU.”  “I earnestly seek you.”  “My 

heart and my flesh yearn for YOU.”  What the scripture reveals is that the man or the woman who enjoys vital 

communion with Christ has discovered that Jesus is not only the source, He himself is the answer. “Quit looking 

to things, to human relationships, to men, to women or recreation or sports, for what only I can give.”’ 

 

“Open the door to me.  Let me throw myself in with you amidst your need?  I’m not just going to throw through 

the door answers to your request. I am going to throw myself into your need.”  

 

Prayer is all about relationship.  This picture of vital communion – I will dine with you and you with me -  tells 

us we must see Him as both the source and the answer.  (HE ALONE) is the source. 

 

That’s why he said, “You can not serve both God and mammon.  You will either hate the one and love the other 

or be devoted to one and despise the other.” (Mat 6:24) 

 

You must change your mind about what you perceive to be the source.  You must also change your mind about 

going it without him. 

 

Remedy #2: You must choose to grant him access to your needs 

 

Rev 3:18 “I advise you to buy from me. . .”  and in Rev 3:20 “if you hear my voice and open the door” 

 

It doesn’t appear he is going to barge in where you don’t want him.  He is going to “knock”.  HE’s calling out  

to get your attention.  He is going to try to make you aware He is ready but he does not paint the picture of 

Himself holding a battering ram to knock down the door. 

 

He wants you to willingly choose to come to him.  How many of you have seen the movie “hitch”.) In the 

movie “hitch there are two main characters.  One is a dating consultant who helps people like the 2
nd

 character 

break through the barrier of relationships with the opposite sex.  At one point in the movie he is training him 

about making the move to kiss the woman good night at the door.  And he gives him this instruction.  He says 

you go 90% of the way and wait.  This lets the date know that you want to kiss her good night.  But you can’t 

take the kiss you let them come the other 10%.  Its got to be their choice or you won’t know how they feel about 

you. 

 

Well Jesus comes 90% of the way when it comes to prayer.  He’s done the work on the cross that has opened 

access to the throne of grace.  But he doesn’t arrest us and hall our fanny’s before the throne.  We must come.  

In this passage he is at the door with obvious intentions, knocking and calling.  But we have to hear and open 

the door.  That’s our 10%. 

 

He wants you to grant Him access to your needs. And he wants to enter into those deeper needs with you. He 

wants to go into your areas of helplessness.  He wants to go into our wretchedness, our helplessness, our greed, 

our materialism, our stinginess, our critical spirit, our traditionalism, our legalism, our lust, our gossip.   

 

But as long as you and I are covering up our needs, shutting our eyes to our deeper needs, and keeping Jesus on 

the outside then we’re going to live in defeat.  Our prayer life will be non-existant and we won’t be overcomers. 

 

Conclusion: 



 

Jesus wants you.  He wants vital communion with you.  He wants his relationship with you to be real, to be 

intimate.  He wants to talk with you about the things you don’t feel you can talk to anyone else about.  He wants 

to be the counselor who listens without condemnation or judgment.   

 

He wants to walk with you through the corridors of your brokenness and shame.  Its not your needs that erects 

the barrier between you and him so much as your ignoring them.   

 

Friends to overcome the barriers to prayer we must recognize our deeper needs; our true spiritual condition and 

we must recognize who alone can deal in the matters of the human heart and soul.  And we must hear his voice, 

open the door to our.  When we do, Jesus says he is poised to come to us in a vital communion and interaction 

and relationship.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


