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And This Will We Do, If God Permits 
An Expositional Journey through the Epistle to the Hebrews 

Chapter 3: The Preeminence of Jesus Christ 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

31: The Preeminence of Jesus Christ: Part 16
 

WAOY Wednesday 02/11/09  

 

Welcome again, my beloved in Jesus Christ. We are continuing 

our verse-by-verse journey through the Epistle of Hebrews, and today I 

want to continue to look at what the writer of Hebrews taught about the 

Preeminence of Jesus Christ. So let’s open our Bibles and read Hebrews 

1:1-4 again together. 
     

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions 

and in many ways,  
2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all 

things, through whom also He made the world.  
3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 

purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more 

excellent name than they. 

 

  Now on the last broadcast, we were looking at the seven 

excellencies that the writer of Hebrews shows us in the second half of 

verse two and all of verse three. So let’s read those verses again 

together: 
 

2 … whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 

world.  
3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 

purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

 
  

 



Page | 2  

 

Now in these two verses, we can see that the writer of Hebrews is 

going to great lengths to describe just who Jesus is. And in his very 

detailed description, the writer lists seven attributes about Jesus that 

are true only of Jesus and are not true about anyone or anything else 

except Jesus in all the Universe. Those seven attributes are: 
 

1. His Heirship 

2. His Creatorship 

3. His Brightness 

4. His Being 

5. His Administration 

6. His Sacrifice 

7. His Exaltation 
 

On the last broadcast we were looking at the fourth “excellency” 

that the writer of Hebrews talked about by looking at the next part of 

verse three where the writer says that Jesus is: 

 

… the express image of his person…  (KJV) 

 

 So here the writer tells us that Jesus Christ is the “express image” 

of God’s Own Person. And last time, I was showing you the great 

difference between being “out there”… out in the world, lost and 

unsaved - even if you physically sit on a pew on Sunday morning - the 

difference between being out there and being in here, or in Jesus… in 

Salvation and in the Family of God… even if you are sitting in a jail 

somewhere, and even if you are being persecuted and having everything 

you own taken from you… and even if you have lost all of this world’s 

goods in a moment of time; I tell you that it is far better in Jesus than it 

is out of Jesus; it is far better to be poor every day of your life and go to 

Heaven than it is to own an entire floor of the Trump Tower, and eat in 

the finest restaurants, and die in your sins. It far better to suffer 

unmercifully every day of your life and live forever in Heaven, than it is 

to live in relative peace and safety all your life and then gnash your 

teeth in hell forever. 
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You see, in here, sin is bad and hypocrisy is exposed, and 

lukewarmness is revealed, and backsliding is brought to light. In here, 

men seek God; in here, men desire for God to speak, and they seek God 

to move, and they seek God to have His way, and they seek God to do 

what will be best for God. In here, inside a Biblical church, there is a 

culture of repentance where sin is preached on and understood and 

brought to light. In here, God shows men where they are wrong so that 

they can repent and be restored and be made whole and come into right 

relationship with Him. In here, the Gospel is preached; and it is 

preached rightly, and it is preached fully, and it is preached fearlessly, 

and we are not ashamed of the Gospel; the Gospel is believed and 

obeyed and respected and honored.  

    You see, in here is different than out there. In here is God’s House; 

out there is Man’s Castle. In here are God’s ways; out there are man’s 

ways. In here, God is honored and lifted up and exalted; out there man 

is lifted up and exalted and made much of. In here, God’s Word is read, 

studied, loved, cherished, and obeyed; out there, man’s word and man’s 

opinion and man’s logic reign supreme. And as we go through Hebrews 

1:3 slowly enough to understand what it says and what it means, we 

will see all of the things that the writer tells us that Jesus is. 

Verse three says: 

 

 Jesus is the Brightness of God’s Glory. 

 Jesus is the Express Image of God’s Person. 

 Jesus upholds all things by the Word of His Power. 

 Jesus purged our sins all by Himself. 

 Jesus sat down on the right hand of God’s Majesty. 

 

So over the next several broadcasts, Lord willing, I will be 

bringing to you what each of these aspects or “excellencies” of Jesus 

Christ mean, so that we may see Christ high and lifted up, and we will 

exalt Him in fullness. 

 Now here in the middle of Hebrews 1:3, the writer is telling us 

something that is very profound and something that we must 

comprehend. The writer tells us here that Jesus is the “express image of 

God’s Own Person”. And that statement is prefaced by a phrase at the 

beginning of verse three which says, “Who being”.   



Page | 4  

 

Now that phrase means that the being or the essence or the person 

of Jesus Christ is these two things that the writer lists for us next: 

 

1. The Brightness of God’s Glory 

2. The Express Image of God’s Person 

 

We're getting into theology here, so listen up! Jesus Christ was 

not only fully God, but He was also fully man. And since that is true, we 

must then go one step further and say that not only was Jesus God 

manifest and distinctly a person on His own, but He was also God 

Almighty in substance. In other words, Jesus was of the very same 

substance of the Father. And in order for us to say that simple phrase - 

that Jesus was of the very same substance with the Father - and 

confess that and teach that and believe that today, the Christian 

Church had to fight for forty-five years over one letter of one word back 

in the fourth century.   

And it was primarily the steadfast faithfulness of one man (who 

nobody even knows or cares about today)… a man named Athanasius… 

whom God used to keep the Church in line with Scripture when every 

other leader of the Christian Church had been deceived by the heresy of 

the Jehovah’s Witnesses, or else we would all be Jehovah’s Witnesses 

today. But thank God that Athanasius didn’t bow to public pressure to 

lose sight of what the Bible clearly teaches, and thank God that the 

heresy of Arius was soundly defeated and that the Christian Church 

came into agreement with the Word of God concerning the Nature of 

Jesus Christ… that Jesus is of the very same substance with God the 

Father. And I'll show you what that means.  

The term “express image” that the writer uses here is what is 

called a Greek word character. It is a word that is used in classical 

Greek to indicate a dye, a stamp, or a mark made by a seal or an 

engraving. And what it means here is that Jesus Christ is the exact 

reproduction of God Almighty. And when the dye goes down, what you 

have left is an exact imprint of the original. So what the writer is saying 

in this verse is that Jesus Christ is substantially God reproduced. Now 

notice that he uses a phrase in verse three: “the express image of His 

person”. And the word “person” that the writer uses here means 

substance or essence.  
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So what the writer of Hebrews is teaching here in verse three to 

his first-century Jewish audience is that Jesus Christ is the perfect 

Essence or Substance of God Almighty. He is the exact imprint of God 

in time and in space. 

Now over in Colossians 1:15, to give you a comparative on it, the 

Apostle Paul says that Jesus… 
     
15 is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.   
 

And the Greek word for “image” here is the word eikon, from 

which we get the word “icon”, which are names of idols. Eikon means a 

precise copy, a reproduction, or an exact image. So the “word portrait” of 

the Greek here is that we are to call Christ the eikonian of God, which 

means that Jesus is the exact reproduction of God.  

In Colossians 1:19, Paul tells us that     

 
19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 
 

And then in Colossians 2:9, Paul says that in Jesus Christ… 
     
9 … all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form… 
 

So, the Bible teaches that Christ was God with a physical body.  

So, contrary to what some word of faith preachers say, God the Father 

is not six feet tall because God doesn’t have a Body. And God does not 

have a nine inch span of his hand because God doesn’t have a hand. The 

Bible says that God is Spirit. He transcends physical form and cannot 

be limited in any way by shape or size. So God with a physical body is 

Jesus. And before Jesus was born, Jesus was simply God the Son, 

eternally with God and one with God in Heaven. 

Now I realize, dear friends, that some of this is difficult to for you 

to fully understand, because I know that it is difficult for me to 

understand it too. But because the concept of Jesus being of the very 

same substance with the Father is difficult for our finite minds to grasp 

and stretches our thought process does not in any way diminish the 

truthfulness of it; after all, we are talking about God here. 
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And we have to get out of the notion that truth is always easy to 

comprehend. Sometimes truth is very simple and easy to learn and easy 

to teach. But there are some aspects of God and Scripture, beloved, that 

are powerfully deep, profoundly amazing, and deeply disturbing; those 

parts are just as true and they are just as important as the easy ones. 

We must remind ourselves that we are talking about Jesus here… 

the most unique person in all of history… a person who was virgin-

conceived and virgin born, and who walked on water, and who forgave 

sins, and who purchased our salvation, and who was 100% God and 

100% Man, in the very same body, at the same time, without conflict or 

contradiction. So I think that part of all of this, is that God wants us to 

wonder after Jesus. God wants us to be in awe of Jesus and to marvel at 

Him, and to be impressed with Him, and to stand in amazement of Him.  

And by doing that, it brings great Glory to God.   

So even though it may be complex, we have a duty to struggle with 

this to get it right and to distinguish what the Bible says about Jesus, 

and what heretics and heresies teach, so that we won’t be deceived in 

our day. We must realize that even though God manifest Himself in 

Jesus Christ, that Christ was the same substance of God - and He was 

in fact God - and He claimed, in fact, to be God, and that single claim 

was the source of almost all of his troubles with the Jews. And it was 

that very claim which caused them to refuse Him. And they continue to 

reject Him today, to reject the fact that Jesus Christ was the express 

image of God the Father, which made Him to be God in human flesh. 

Well, I have to stop right here, but please join me on the next 

broadcast as we continue our journey through the Epistle of Hebrews.  

May God help us all. 
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The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. Be watchful and quicken your pace. Soli Deo Gloria. For the 

Glory of God alone.  


