
The Glory of God (4): His Triunity         Hymns 446, The Power of the Cross/174, 87 

 

Having considered God's glory in His Knowability and Spirituality, we come this week to consider His glory in 

His Triunity. Now, the Triunity or Trinity of God, is an essential truth, upon which the entire Christian religion 

is built. Our Confession ends its chapter Of God and Of the Holy Trinity by asserting—"the doctrine of the 

Trinity is the foundation of all our communion with God, and comfortable dependence on Him." 

 

As most of you know, the actual word Trinity isn't found in our Bible but was first used by Tertullian in the 3rd 

century AD. And yet, although the term Trinity is not found in our Bible, it's my intent this morning to show, 

the truth contained in the word, is found throughout our Bible.  

 

Thus, I want to do two things this morning—first, I want to explain to you the historical doctrine of the Trinity, 

and secondly, I want to show you the practical importance of this truth (as it relates to every area of the Christian 

life).  

 

I.  The Trinity Explained  

II. The Trinity Applied  

 

I.   The Trinity Explained  

 

1. Perhaps the best way to explain the Trinity is to first provide a basic definition, and then explain that defi-

nition.  

2. By Trinity is meant—there is one God who exists in three co-equal and distinct persons as Father, Son, and 

Spirit (let me suggest 5 things from this short definition).   

3. (1) There is oneness within the Godhead—this is where any consideration of the Trinity must begin—God 

is One. 

4. Deut.6:4—"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one" 2Sam.7:22—"There is none like You, 

nor is there any God besides You" Isa.44:6—"I am the First and I am the Last; besides Me there is no God." 

5. 1Cor.8:4—"There is no other God but one" Jas.2:19—"You believe that there is one God. You do well. 

Even the demons believe and tremble."   

6. Thus, we must underscore this point with great clarity—the Bible teaches there is only one and not three 

gods.   

7. Matt.28:19—"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 

8. Notice, our Savior commissions His church to baptize disciples (Christians), "in the name" and not "names" 

of the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

9. In other words, there is only one name (that is, there's only one nature or essence of God)—God has a single 

name. 

10. Muslims constantly accuse us of polytheism (the belief in many gods), but we believe in monotheism (the 

belief in one God).    

11. (2) There is plurality within the Godhead—by this is meant, while God is one essence He exists in three 

Persons. 

12. Matt.28:19—"Baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit"—here we 

learn that while there is only one name, this single name exists as Father, Son, and Spirit. 

13. There are not three "names" or "beings" there is only one "name" or "being" or put another way—there's 

only one God. 

14. And yet, there are three Persons who exist as this single "name"—there is only one God who exists in three 

Persons.  

15. Now, perhaps at this point, I need to say just a few words about this word "Person"—God exists as three 

Persons. 

16. The word is commonly used to describe the Father, Son, and Spirit—the word refers to distinct subsistence 

of being. 

17. Simply put, it underscores the fact that within the single divine essence, there exists three subsistences of 

being.  
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18. Now, here I have to confess that one of the most difficult aspects of the Trinity is to explain the relation 

between Being and Person. 

19. There is only One divine Being who exists in three distinct Persons—Being refers to the what and Person 

the who.    

20. Brethren, the historical doctrine of the Trinity is not, 1+1+1=1—that's often how our opponents represent 

this truth. 

21. The historical truth of the Trinity is that there's only one Being, who exists in three co-equal and distinct 

Persons.   

22. Gen.1:26—"Then God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. So God created man 

in His own image." 

23. (a) Singularity—"Then God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness"—there is only 

one God and thus one image.  

24. (b) Plurality—though there is only one God, He speaks of Himself with plural pronouns—"Let Us make 

man in Our image." 

25. Now, some have suggested that God is speaking to the angels, as if God is enlisting them to assist Him in 

creation.    

26. But this cannot be true for two reasons: first, angels are creatures not creators, and secondly, angels are not 

made in God's image. 

27. No—there can be no doubt about it—here we find God speaking of Himself in the singular, and yet using 

plural pronouns. 

28. The only way God can speak of Himself as both singular and plural, is if He's single in essence and plural 

in Persons. 

29. (3) There is equality within the Godhead—by this is meant, each of the three Persons are truly and equally 

God. 

30. Thus, everything true of the Father is also true of the Son and Spirit—they are all equally and eternally 

divine.  

31. To put it a little more theological—each of the three Persons, are in full possession of the whole divine 

essence.  

32. Or perhaps put another way—each Person within the Godhead possesses the single nature and not merely a 

similar one. 

33. It's a serious error to believe, that each Person of the Godhead possesses a divine nature "similar" to each 

other. 

34. No, each Person of the Godhead possesses the very same nature—there is only one divine nature and each 

Person possesses it. 

35. Otherwise, if we say that each person possesses a similar nature, then of necessity we have three natures of 

God. 

36. There can only be one nature and because each Person possesses that nature, they of necessity posses the 

same nature.  

37. For example, everyone in my house has the same nature, but there is more than one human nature, we do 

not share the exact same nature. 

38. It is true we all possess a similar nature—we are all human—we all share the same attributes true of human 

nature. 

39. But there is more than one human nature in my house—if there's 10 people in my house then there are 10 

human natures. 

40. And thus, we must never think that each Person of the Trinity possesses a similar nature, which results in 

three divine natures. 

41. No, there is only one nature and each Person possesses it—not a 1/3 or it but the whole essence—each person 

is God (the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spirit is God). 

42. (4) There is unity within the Godhead—because there is unity of essence there of necessity is unity of work—

all that God does He does as God (Father, Son, and Spirit).     

43. This is why Scripture attributes the works of God to each Person—the Father creates, the Son creates, and 

the Spirit creates. 
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44. The Father redeems, the Son redeems, and the Spirit redeems—these are works of the entire Godhead as a 

whole. 

45. Now this doesn't deny distinct roles in working—all that God does He does as Father, through the Son, and 

by the Spirit. 

46. But it is to say—every work of God is a joint work—each Person within the Trinity works in harmony to 

the other two.  

47. Perhaps another way of saying this would be—though each Person is distinct from the other two, they pos-

sess the same will. 

48. God's will is God Himself and thus must be equated with the single essence, which each Person equally 

possesses. 

49. Now, it's true that Christ, as the GodMan has two wills (one divine and the other human), but the three 

Persons have a single will. 

50. And thus, all that the three Persons do, they do in perfect harmony or unity—they are one in purpose and 

performance 

51. Jn.10:30—"I and My Father are one"—that is, we not only share the same essence but we share the same 

purpose. 

52. Or, perhaps put another way, because the Father and Son are one in essence, they are of necessity one in 

purpose (or, put more concisely, because God is one in essence He is one in will).   

53. (5) There is order within the Godhead—by this is meant, while there is equality and unity, there's also a 

distinct order.  

54. Matt.28:19—"Baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit"—He doesn't 

say, Baptizing them into the name of the Spirit, Son, and Father, but, Father, Son, and Spirit. 

55. Why? Because there is an essential order of the three Persons within the Godhead—the Father is first, Son 

second, and Spirit third.  

56. This doesn't mean, the Father is more important than the Son and Spirit, or that He existed before them, it 

simply there are essential and important relations between the Persons within the single essence of God.  

57. Stuart Olyott—"Within the Godhead there is a certain definite order. The Father is first, the Son second, and 

the Holy Spirit third. This does not mean that one has existed before another, for each Person is eternally 

God. Nor does it mean that one Person is senior, the second lesser, and the third junior—for each Person is 

God in His own right, and the Persons are equal. It is simply a recognition of the eternal relations which 

exist between the Persons of the Godhead." 

58. Now, perhaps the best way to explain this last point of the Trinity, is by introducing you to an important 

distinction. 

59. Historically distinction is made between divine attributes and properties—these are helpful theological dis-

tinctions. 

60. By "attributes" are meant those characteristics of God that are two of God nature and thus equally true of 

each Person. 

61. By "personal properties" are meant those things true only of each Person, and thus not true of the other two 

Persons. 

62. For example, a personal property of the Father is that He begets the Son, a personal property of the Son is 

that He's begotten of the Father, and a personal property of the Spirit is that He proceeds from the Father 

and Son.  

63. Larger Catechism (Q.10)—"What are the personal properties of the three persons in the Godhead? A. It is 

proper to the Father to beget the Son, and to the Son to be begotten of the Father, and to the Holy Ghost to 

proceed from the Father and the Son from all eternity." 

64. (a) These personal properties are true from eternity—that is, the Father always begat the Son, the Son was 

always begotten, and the Spirit always proceeded. 

65. These are eternal relations—the Father was always the Father, the Son was always the Son, and the Spirit 

always the Spirit.  

66. (b) These personal properties are unique to each person—that is, the Father alone begat, the Son alone is 

begotten, and the Spirit alone proceeds from the Father and Son.    

67. These are unique properties true only of that Person—the Father alone begets, the Son alone is begotten, and 

the Spirit alone proceeds.  
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68. (c) These personal properties are manifested in God's works—that is, what's true eternal and essentially, is 

evidenced visibly in time. 

69. It's for this reason the Father sends His Son, and both the Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit—His 

outward relations mirror His internal relations.   

70. Thus, there's a oneness, plurality, equality, unity, and essential order within God—there's one God, who 

exists in three distinct, and co-equal Persons.  

 

II.  The Trinity Applied  

 

1. Now, I've intentionally explained the Trinity rather quickly, because I want to spend some time suggesting 

the application. 

2. Why does belief in the Trinity matter? How is God's glory revealed through the Trinity? How does this truth 

impact the way we worship? The way we live? 

3. Well, in answering these questions, I want to briefly examine the Trinity as it relates to five key arears of 

the Christian life (salvation, adoration, communion, consolation, and apologetics). 

4. (1) The Trinity and salvation—by this I mean, there is no salvation for those who deny the major tenets of 

the Trinity.   

5. Now, let me be quick to clarify—a person can be a Christian and fail to understand all the particulars of the 

Trinity. 

6. But no person can be a Christian who denies there's only one God, who exists as Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.    

7. The truth of the Trinity is one of the many things that distinguishes the Christian religion from all other false 

religions.   

8. Every major cult denies the truth of the Trinity—Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, Muslims, all deny or pervert 

the Trinity.   

9. But it's not merely these obvious cults that deny the Trinity, there are other supposed Christians who deny 

the Trinity. 

10. For example, Oneness Pentecostalism and United Church of God, both deny or pervert the truth of the Holy 

Trinity.   

11. And yet, the church has early maintained, that belief in the basic truths of the Trinity, is necessary for sal-

vation. 

12. The Athanasian Creed—"Whosoever will be saved: before all things it is necessary that he hold the Catholic 

(Universal) Faith: Which Faith except every one do keep whole and undefiled: without doubt he shall perish 

everlastingly. And the Catholic Faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; 

neither confounding the Persons: nor dividing the Essence."  

13. Simply put, belief in the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity is essential—this is not a secondary issue like church 

government or baptism. 

14. You can err on your views of church government and/or baptism, and yet, be a true Christian who will go 

to heaven. 

15. There will be people in heaven who disagree with us on church government and baptism, but, there will not 

be anyone who knowingly rejected the Trinity. 

16. To serve another god other than the God of Scripture, is to serve an idol, a god of our making, and not the 

true God. 

17. Brethren surely, we understand, we are not at liberty to remake God into anything else, except what He has 

revealed. 

18. Ex.20:1-2—"And God spoke all these words, saying; I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me." 

19. To trust, serve, and love any other god besides the God of Holy Scripture, is to trust and serve a false god of 

our making.  

20. (2) The Trinity and adoration—by this I mean, because God is Trinity we must adore and worship Him as 

Trinity.   

21. Every aspect of our worship, is informed by the truth of the Trinity—we come to the Father, through the 

Son, by the Spirit. 
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22. Eph.2:18—"For through Him (Christ) we both have access (Jews and Gentiles) by one Spirit to the Father"—

this is true in every aspect of the Christian life. 

23. When we gather to worship God publicly as a church, we come to the Father, through the Son, by the Holy 

Spirit.  

24. When we bow our heads in private prayer, we come to the Father, through the Son, by the Holy Spirit—all 

worship is Trinitarian.  

25. Rev.4:8—"They do not rest day or night, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and is and 

is to come!" 

26. This is an example of heavenly worship—Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty—this is Trinitarian praise 

and worship. 

27. Praise and adoration are becoming of each distinct Person—we must love and worship the Father, Son, and 

Spirit.  

28. (3) The Trinity and communion—here I want to point out, if God is a Trinity, then our communion is with 

each Person.    

29. While it's not wrong to simply fellowship with God Himself, Scripture usually describes our fellowship with 

one of the Persons. 

30. Now, it's important to understand, it's impossible to have communion with one Person without having fel-

lowship with the others.  

31. But, the Scripture does describe Christians having fellowship or communion with each of the divine Persons 

distinctly.  

32. 1Jn.1:3—"truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ"—we have fellowship with 

both. 

33. 2Cor.13:14—"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all." 

34. Now, I suggest to you that this last text, 2Cor.13:14, is perhaps the clearest text in Scripture to illustrate this 

point.  

35. In fact, some of you will know that in 1656, John Owen wrote a treatise upon 2Cor.13:14 entitled, Of Com-

munion with God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Each Person Distinctly, In love, Grace, and comfort.  

36. Owen suggests, that in a special way we commune with the Father in love, the Son in grace, and the Spirit 

in comfort. 

37. Much earlier then Owen, Augustine wrote in His treatise entitled, On Christian Doctrine (397), a chapter 

called, The Trinity: The True Object of Enjoyment.  

38. Augustine—"The true objects of enjoyment, then, are the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, who are 

at the same time the Trinity, one Being, supreme above all, and common to all who enjoy Him." 

39. Jn.14:23—"If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to 

him and make Our home with him." 

40. Thomas Goodwin—"Sometimes a man's communion is with the one, sometimes with the other; sometimes 

with the Father, then with the Son, and then with the Holy Ghost. We should never be satisfied till all three 

persons lie level in us, and all make their abode with us, and we sit as it were in the midst of them, while 

they all manifest their love unto us." 

41. (4) The Trinity and consolation—by this I mean, the truth of the Holy Trinity is the foundation of our comfort 

and trust.  

42. LBC—"The doctrine of the Trinity is the foundation of all our communion with God, and comfortable de-

pendence on Him." 

43. Dear brethren, our salvation is as secure as the Father's love for His Son, the Son's love for His Father, and 

their love for the Spirit.  

44. Put another way, the Christian's salvation is as secure as the eternal, unbreakable relations between the three 

Persons of the Trinity. 

45. The Father has planned our salvation, the Son purchased our salvation, and the Holy Spirit applies our sal-

vation.  

46. And remember brethren, these three possess a common and singular will—what the Father wills, the Son 

and Spirit also wills. 



6 
 
47. And thus, our salvation is as secure as certain as are the bonds that unite the three Persons of the Holy 

Trinity.  

48. Jn.14:20—"At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you"—by "that day" 

is meant Pentecost, when the Spirit would be given and through Him a further revelation of the Trinity. 

49. Then the church would more clearly understand that our relation to Christ, is similar to His relation to the 

Father.  

50. Just as the Father and Son are One and can never be separated, so Christ and His people are one and can 

never be separated.  

51. (5) The Trinity and apologetics—many of you will know, that by apologetics is meant the art of defending 

the truth. 

52. And one of the central truths that Christians must use in defending the Christian religion, is the truth of the 

Trinity.  

53. At times, you might hear the enemies of the Christian faith, refer to the Trinity as a weak spot in Christian 

apologetics. 

54. They portray the Trinity as an embarrassment to the Christian faith, which most Christians try (attempt) to 

ignore. 

55. But the doctrine of the Trinity is not only far from an embarrassment for the Christian, it's actually a powerful 

proof of God's existence.   

56. To be specific, the only way to argue for the existence of a holy and loving God, is to maintain the truth of 

the Trinity.  

57. If God was only one Person, then how could God love?—love, by very definition, needs an object to be 

loved.  

58. The only way God can love from everlasting is because He is Triune—each of the Persons loves the other 

Persons.  

59. My dear friends, only God as Trinity can explain the existence of God as holy, wise, and loving as it teaches 

one God in three Persons. 

60. In order for there to be a definition or standard for holiness, wisdom, and love, there must be a plurality of 

Persons. 

61. Holiness, wisdom, and love, can only be known or defined as they find expression between two or more 

Persons. 

62. Think with me for a second—how do we know what holiness and love are—but as God has made them 

known in the law. 

63. And what is the law but the reflection of God's moral character—it's a transcript of God's eternal and internal 

relations among the Persons. 

64. My dear friend, in the strictest sense, you can really believe in holiness, wisdom, and love, without believing 

in the Trinity. 

65. God has always existed as a Triune Being—and it's within that Trinity that perfect holiness, wisdom, and 

love existed.  

66. What a blessed truth! From eternity past, the Trinity enjoyed mutual communion between each of the three 

Persons.  


