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Sermon Text:  Matthew 9 
 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 51 
 
Mat 9:9-13 As Jesus passed on from 
there, he saw a man called Matthew 
sitting at the tax booth, and he said to 
him, "Follow me." And he rose and 
followed him. (10) And as Jesus 
reclined at table in the house, behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners came 
and were reclining with Jesus and his 
disciples. (11) And when the Pharisees 
saw this, they said to his disciples, 
"Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?" (12) But when 
he heard it, he said, "Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. (13) Go and learn 
what this means, 'I desire mercy, and 

not sacrifice.' For I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners." 
 
And here we have Mark telling it: 
 
Mar 2:13-17 He went out again beside 
the sea, and all the crowd was coming 
to him, and he was teaching them. (14) 
And as he passed by, he saw Levi the 
son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 
booth, and he said to him, "Follow 
me." And he rose and followed him. 
(15) And as he reclined at table in 
his house, many tax collectors and 
sinners were reclining with Jesus and 
his disciples, for there were many 
who followed him. (16) And the 
scribes of the Pharisees, when they 
saw that he was eating with sinners 
and tax collectors, said to his disciples, 
"Why does he eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?" (17) And when Jesus 
heard it, he said to them, "Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners." 
 
And Luke: 
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Luk 5:27-32 After this he went out and 
saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting 
at the tax booth. And he said to him, 
"Follow me." (28) And leaving 
everything, he rose and followed him. 
(29) And Levi made him a great 
feast in his house, and there was a 
large company of tax collectors and 
others reclining at table with them. 
(30) And the Pharisees and their 
scribes grumbled at his disciples, 
saying, "Why do you eat and drink 
with tax collectors and sinners?" (31) 
And Jesus answered them, "Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. (32) I have not 
come to call the righteous but sinners 
to repentance." 
 
Seeing this account from these three 
angles tells us a few details that 
Matthew does not include.  
 

• Matthew was also called Levi  
• It was Matthew who put on the 

“great feast” in his own home 
• Jesus applied an OT scripture in 

his admonishment to the 
Pharisees and scribes 

 
What Kind of Sinner does Jesus 
Befriend 
 
We all know by now that this idea of 
Jesus being the friend of sinners is 
very often misconstrued so as to justify 
evil people continuing in their sin 

without repentance. It’s the same error 
that Paul rejected: 
 
Rom 6:1-2 What shall we say then? 
Are we to continue in sin that grace 
may abound? (2) By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in it? 
 
Now, who was in this crowd at 
Matthew’s house? Sinners and tax 
collectors. More specifically, they 
were part of the “many who followed 
him.” These were not people who were 
religious hypocrites with no concern at 
all about Jesus or who were haters of 
Jesus. They were people like this man: 
 
Luk 19:1-10 He entered Jericho and 
was passing through. (2) And behold, 
there was a man named Zacchaeus. He 
was a chief tax collector and was rich. 
(3) And he was seeking to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the 
crowd he could not, because he was 
small in stature. (4) So he ran on ahead 
and climbed up into a sycamore tree to 
see him, for he was about to pass that 
way. (5) And when Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up and said to him, 
"Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, 
for I must stay at your house today." 
(6) So he hurried and came down 
and received him joyfully. (7) And 
when they saw it, they all grumbled, 
"He has gone in to be the guest of a 
man who is a sinner." (8) And 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
"Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 



 3

give to the poor. And if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I 
restore it fourfold." (9) And Jesus said 
to him, "Today salvation has come to 
this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham. (10) For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save the lost." 
 
These tax-gatherers and sinners are 
people who, like Zacchaeus, wanted to 
know who Jesus was. Jesus is not the 
friend of the Pharisee. He is not the 
friend of religious hypocrites. We must 
not excuse willful evildoers like this 
with the false mantra “well, Jesus is 
the friend of sinners so we must not 
judge the fellow.”  
 
Jesus Calls Matthew 
 
Mat 9:9 As Jesus passed on from there, 
he saw a man called Matthew sitting at 
the tax booth, and he said to him, 
"Follow me." And he rose and 
followed him. 
 
Here is the true electing, predestinating 
grace of God in action. “He saw a 
man.” Luke puts it this way- 
 
After this he went out and saw a tax 
collector named Levi, sitting at the tax 
booth. And he said to him, "Follow 
me." (28) And leaving everything, he 
rose and followed him. 
 
Matthew was a tax-collector. Like 
Zacchaeus, he would have been well 

off financially, if not just plain rich. He 
immediately puts on a “great feast” in 
his house in honor of Jesus and there 
was a very large crowd of guests to 
feed. Apparently his house was large.  
This then is every bit as incredible of a 
miracle as Jesus healing the paralyzed 
man. You have here a rich man 
genuinely responding in faith to Christ.  
 
I won’t take the time to describe in 
detail how these tax-collectors were 
viewed by the Jews. Let’s just note 
that they collected taxes (taking their 
cut out of the collections) for a foreign, 
occupying force – Rome. They were 
viewed as traitors. That is why 
Scripture lumps them together like this 
over and over: 
 

“tax-gatherers and sinners” 
 

See how this word “sinner” was used: 
 
Luk 7:37-39 And behold, a woman of 
the city, who was a sinner, when she 
learned that he was reclining at table in 
the Pharisee's house, brought an 
alabaster flask of ointment, (38) and 
standing behind him at his feet, 
weeping, she began to wet his feet 
with her tears and wiped them with the 
hair of her head and kissed his feet and 
anointed them with the ointment. (39) 
Now when the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this, he said to 
himself, "If this man were a prophet, 
he would have known who and what 
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sort of woman this is who is touching 
him, for she is a sinner." 
 
And again: 
 
Joh 9:16 Some of the Pharisees said, 
"This man is not from God, for he does 
not keep the Sabbath." But others said, 
"How can a man who is a sinner do 
such signs?" And there was a division 
among them. 
 
The Jews then used this term much 
like we would use the word “pagan” to 
describe someone who does not know 
God. Someone outside, for the Jews, 
the covenant people of God. The 
Pharisees fancied themselves 
“righteous” and all others – gentiles – 
were “sinners.”  People who did not 
know or keep the Law of God.  
 
The term “sinner” then is an accurate 
one, but the Jews and especially the 
Pharisees apparently used it way too 
broadly to the exclusion of themselves. 
For instance: 
 
Luk 18:10-14 "Two men went up into 
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. (11) The 
Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed 
thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not 
like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. (12) I fast twice a week; I 
give tithes of all that I get.' (13) But 
the tax collector, standing far off, 

would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' (14) 
I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified, rather than the other. 
For everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted." 
 
Have you noticed that when Jesus calls 
the sinner to follow Him, His call 
always necessitates a leaving?  Look 
at it: 
 
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw 
a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth, and he said to him, "Follow 
me." And he rose and followed him.  
 
Luk 5:27-28 After this he went out and 
saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting 
at the tax booth. And he said to him, 
"Follow me." (28) And leaving 
everything, he rose and followed 
him. 
 
Luk 9:59-62 To another he said, 
"Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let 
me first go and bury my father." (60) 
And Jesus said to him, "Leave the 
dead to bury their own dead. But as 
for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 
of God." (61) Yet another said, "I will 
follow you, Lord, but let me first say 
farewell to those at my home." (62) 
Jesus said to him, "No one who puts 
his hand to the plow and looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God." 



 5

 
Mat 16:24-25 Then Jesus told his 
disciples, "If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. (25) For 
whoever would save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it. 
 
Mat 4:19-22 And he said to them, 
"Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men." (20) Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. 
(21) And going on from there he saw 
two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, in the 
boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 
(22) Immediately they left the boat 
and their father and followed him. 
 
Matthew left it. Walked right away 
from his cash register tax booth and 
followed Jesus.  
 
Wherever the voice of Christ comes to 
us, calling us to follow Him, we will 
also be required to leave what we 
were serving, the road we were 
following.  
 
What we must leave differs from one 
to the other, though certainly for all of 
us it entails leaving the world we were 
walking in.  
 

• Money 
• Reputation 

• Indulgence of our lust 
• Friends 
• Family 
• House and home 
• My pride 
• A church we grew up in 

 
Heb 11:24-26 By faith Moses, when he 
was grown up, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, (25) 
choosing rather to be mistreated with 
the people of God than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. (26) He 
considered the reproach of Christ 
greater wealth than the treasures of 
Egypt, for he was looking to the 
reward. 
 
Show me a person who claims to be a 
Christian, who claims to be following 
Christ, but who has left nothing in 
order to follow Him and I will show 
you a counterfeit Christian. 
 
Mat 19:21-22 Jesus said to him, "If 
you would be perfect, go, sell what 
you possess and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow me." (22) When the 
young man heard this he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions. 
 
And of course then the pointed 
question necessarily comes to us each 
one- 
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“What have I left in order to follow 
Christ? When Christ called me, what 
did I have to leave in order to obey His 
call?  
 
Matthew’s Gratitude to Jesus 
 
The Christian loves Christ and gives 
Him thanks. We know at least in part 
what He has done for us. While we 
were still sinners, He died for us. By 
His electing grace He latched hold of 
us and brought us to faith and 
salvation. Here is this gratitude shown 
right away in Matthew: 
 
Luk 5:29 And Levi made him a great 
feast in his house, and there was a 
large company of tax collectors and 
others reclining at table with them. 
 
Remember the same thing in 
Zacchaeus? 
 
Luk 19:6-8 So he hurried and came 
down and received him joyfully. (7) 
And when they saw it, they all 
grumbled, "He has gone in to be the 
guest of a man who is a sinner." (8) 
And Zacchaeus stood and said to the 
Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor. And if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I 
restore it fourfold." 
 
You will hear many people claim to be 
Christians, but they speak very little of 
Jesus. Their divine names are general – 

“God” or “the Lord.” And you will not 
hear this kind speak of their 
thankfulness for the wonderful things 
Christ has done for them. More likely 
they will be talking about what great 
things THEY have done for HIM!  
 
And so we are confronted with still 
another question to put to ourselves- 
 
Am I truly thankful to Christ for saving 
me? For calling me out of darkness 
and into His kingdom? Am I joyful 
when I think of all that He has given 
me and done for me in this great 
salvation? 
 
Or do any of us find it a “chore” to 
worship Him and given Him thanks or 
to even acknowledge Him in our daily 
lives? 
 
Once again, show me a person who is 
not thankful and joyful for what Christ 
has done, and I will show you a person 
who does not know Him. On the other 
hand, that thankful joy you feel for 
Christ if you truly know Him is a great 
assurance that He has truly called you. 
 
Mercy, Not Sacrifice 
 
Finally, here is this great lesson Jesus 
nailed the hypocrites with.  Listen 
again: 
 
Mat 9:10-13 And as Jesus reclined at 
table in the house, behold, many tax 
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collectors and sinners came and were 
reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 
(11) And when the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his disciples, "Why does 
your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?" (12) But when he heard it, he 
said, "Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. (13) Go and learn what this 
means, 'I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice.' For I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners." 
 
Religious hypocrites fancy themselves 
to be righteous and look down their 
noses at “sinners.” The Pharisees of 
course were notorious at this but the 
hypocrite can be found in most any 
church. 
 
Rom 2:17-23 But if you call yourself a 
Jew and rely on the law and boast in 
God (18) and know his will and 
approve what is excellent, because you 
are instructed from the law; (19) and if 
you are sure that you yourself are a 
guide to the blind, a light to those who 
are in darkness, (20) an instructor of 
the foolish, a teacher of children, 
having in the law the embodiment of 
knowledge and truth-- (21) you then 
who teach others, do you not teach 
yourself? While you preach against 
stealing, do you steal? (22) You who 
say that one must not commit adultery, 
do you commit adultery? You who 
abhor idols, do you rob temples? (23) 
You who boast in the law dishonor 

God by breaking the law. 
 
Jesus sets them straight, though they 
no doubt hated him for it. He tells 
them: 

1. They are not righteous as they 
claim. His statement to them 
about “those who are well” 
means “you who are righteous in 
your own eyes.” 

2. The Psalmist’s words, which 
they knew quite well, were 
applied to THEM: 

 
Psa 51:16-17 For you will not delight 
in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will 
not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
(17) The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O 
God, you will not despise. 
 

3. Sinners who KNOW they are 
sinners, whose heart then is 
broken and contrite, who know 
they are sick and in need of a 
physician – THESE are the ones 
Jesus dines with. 

 
Cold, hypocritical, heartless religion is 
external. It can have and often does 
have, all kinds of holy appearances, 
processions, cathedrals, popes and 
pageantry, but that is all the outside 
stuff. Long prayers, pious talk, 
churchianity –it is all outside a man. 
This is the religion Jesus calls 
“sacrifice.” It knows nothing of the 
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broken spirit, the mercy of Christ for 
the lost.  
 
Jesus ate with tax-gatherers and 
sinners. If you are a Christian, then one 
day He came and dined with you.   
 
 


