
1 Corinthians 8 – “Back to Basics”

Introduction: Because our fellow Christian is one for whom Christ died, we will never let
our knowledge or rights take preference to their wellbeing.

1. Knowledge or Love (v.1-3)

 Many of the Corinthians want to be popular in their culture, and a good way to do that
was to participate in the religious feasts. The Corinthians want Paul to know that ‘they all
have knowledge.’ But is this knowledge legitimate? No, because is a knowledge that is
making them arrogant, causing them to sin.

 They think that their knowledge is complete, but they are actually totally ignorant, and
their actions prove this, because they lack love. The basic attitude of the Christian life is
one of love for God. This is evidence that we have been brought into fellowship with
him, and this is not an achievement we make. Having love for God would certainly not
lead them to these feasts.

 Often Christians can look at knowledge as the most important Christian virtue. We can
debate people confident that we are in the right, but if our knowledge makes us arrogant,
then we don’t know as much as we think we do.

2. Gods or God (v.4-6)

 The knowledge that the Corinthians claim to have may be somewhat true, it is misapplied
and misunderstood. Certainly, no gods compete with the one true God. However, people
worship them as gods.  While  the Roman pantheon is a  myth,  later,  in  1 Corinthians
10:14, 19-21, he will explain that there is demonic power behind idols.

 Christians only worship one God, and have one master who rules their life, Jesus Christ.
Paul doesn’t leave this disconnected: we exist in and through this God. The Corinthians
need to see that their theology leaves no room for arrogance. They have been redeemed
through no power of their own, and this ought to create humility.

3. Idols or Christ (v.7-13)

 Paul  is  going  to  drive  this  home  with  a  scenario.  He  envisions  a  person  of  weak
conscience who has come out of idolatry, but is tempted to mingle idol worship with
Christ. The Corinthians should not be encouraging him to go to the idol festival, first
because it won’t impact his standing before God. Second, because it will lead him back to
idolatry!

 When Paul speaks about their ‘right’ this should be taken as a term of disdain, it is a false
right built on false knowledge. And with this so-called right they aren’t building their
brother up to Christ, but to demons (see v.1). They destroy the brother for whom Christ
died. This is not a comment on the extent of the atonement, it is simply saying that the
Corinthian church ought to be nurturing the faith of Christ’s people, not leading people
away from him.



 Paul gives a contrary example in verse 13. He gives an exaggerated example, saying that
he would give up anything that would harm a fellow believer. This must be our attitude as
well, that we may be right, but that true knowledge of God recognizes that we must be
humble and build up, rather than trample over, our fellow Christian.

 The sacraments work powerfully in those who have faith. On the one hand,
Abraham is a sign to the Gentiles that faith in Christ makes them right with God
as well. On the other, he is a sign to the Jews that they must have faith in Christ
in order to be right with God. There is no benefit to a sacrament without faith.

 For the Roman Catholic Church, this makes them empty, but they are not empty
for those who believe. They are God’s way of working in us, strengthening and
confirming our faith. We must never neglect them, but must make use of them
as much as possible.


