
Church Membership Matters
Acts 2:41, 47

• On the day of Pentecost 3,000 souls were saved, baptized, and added to the church 
as Peter preached and the Holy Spirit came down in power.

• The word ecclesia appears 118 times in the NT and means, “a called out assembly.” 
While the word is used in the general sense to speak of all believers in the body of 
Christ, it is most often used to speak of actual local churches.

Acts 11:22; Tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in 
Jerusalem…
Acts 13:1; Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and 
teachers; 
1 Cor.1:2; Unto the church of God which is at Corinth…

• Church membership is a New Testament teaching. It is not a church tradition, and it is 
not something based on American (political) culture. The New Testament 
demonstrates the need to commit and to the authority of a church and be counted as 
an identifiable member.

1. The COUNTING of Identifiable Members

A. It is clear from the Bible that the early church kept records and an account of 
their membership, Acts 1:15; 2:41; 47; 4:4; 5:14; 11:24. 

B. The NT indicates that they were to have a register of individual people to keep 
track of groups, like widows, within the church. (1 Tim.5:9). Number = katalégō, 
or a catalogue of names.

C. The local church is also called a flock, and a pastor means, shepherd (1 Peter 
5:1-4). Shepherds had an identifiable number of sheep and they knew each 
other (Luke 15:4; John 10:3,4).

2. The FLESHING out our Relationship to Christ

A. The Bible teaches that at salvation, we are baptized spiritually into a vital union 
with Jesus Christ and in His spiritual body, which is the church. That is, we are 
real, identifiable members in the general body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 6:15; 1 
Cor.12:13; Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3).

B. We show forth our spiritual baptism into Christ by being physically baptized into 
water; we show forth our spiritual union in the general body of Christ by joining 
an actual local church.



1 Cor. 12:27; Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

3. The VOTING of Identifiable Members, 2 Corinthians 8:18,19, Acts 14:23

A. The church voted upon things related to money, missions, ministry and other 
important issues.

B. 2 Corinthians 8:18-19: the word, “chosen” means to vote by stretching or raising 
the hand, i.e. (generally) to select or appoint:—choose, ordain.

C. Acts 14:23.24: the word “ordained” is the same word for “chosen” we just 
considered. This was a church vote, and they had to have a way to identify 
those who would vote. 

4. The SERVING of Identifiable Members, Romans 12:4-21; 1 Cor.12

• Members agreeing in doctrine and practice brings unity to the church 
body.

5. The DISCIPLINING of Identifiable Members, Matthew 18:15-18

A. The act of church discipline necessitates an identifiable church membership: If 
the church does not have identifiable members, who could the church 
discipline? 

B. Paul counsels the church as a corporate body to forgive a repentant individual 
who had been disciplined because the entire church was responsible for 
disciplining this individual. 1 Cor.5:2,13; 2 Cor.2:7-11


