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KJV – Matthew 7:13-23 

“Few there be that find It” 

Introduction:  
      
     Open your Bibles this morning to the Gospel of Matthew, chapter number seven. There is much 
to be said about this text this morning but think one of the main things as God’s people; we need to 
realize and understand. Is what is wrong with our churches and what is wrong with our people 
today. We are going to use this text this morning to see some things that are wrong with Churches 
today.  The things that are wrong not with possessors but professors, because what we have here 
through and by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is Matthew writing these words and He wrote 
these things down to give us the HOW the WHY and the WHAT.  
 
      You all have heard the old saying; Who, what, when, where, why and how; but I believe what he 
gives us here is the WHY, the HOW and then the WHAT. The Apostle Paul tells us in the book of 
Galatians chapter one verses eight and nine.  
 
     And he said but though we, now listen to this; you don’t have to turn there. But listen to what 
Paul said. 
  
Galatians 1:8-9 
 
8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
 

9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed. 
 
     The Apostle Paul gave this warning twice. Not just once but two times, back to back. Two times in 
order to get a clear cut point across. He said boy this is some serious stuff here. He said if any man 
come to you and preach any other way to heaven other than Jesus Christ, if he preach any other 
gospel other then Jesus Christ let him be accursed. Because I’m going to tell you something, he is not 
of God.  
 
Preaching has been compromised for popularity. 
 
Passion has been traded for people in the pews.  
 
And Purity has been sold for what goes in the offering plate. 
 
     Where did we go wrong? If any man peach any other gospel other than that which ye have 
received. That brought you out of the darkness and showed you the marvelous light. That brought 
regeneration into your soul and into your heart. If any other man preach any other gospel let him be 
accursed.  
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     But it don’t just stop there, little John in his second epistle of John chapter one and of course 
there’s only one chapter there. The second Epistle of John chapter one and you don’t have to turn 
there. This is not our main text this is just part of introduction here. The Apostle John wrote in verse 
nine of his second Epistle; now listen to this listen to what John says. Now Paul said let him be 
accursed did he not? Paul said let him be accursed, he didn’t say it once but he said it twice; back to 
back. 
 
     The Apostle John wrote: 
 
II John 1:9-11 
 

9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 
 

10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid 
him God speed: 
 

11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 
 
     Why has the Apostles given such stern warnings against such things? Warnings against not 
preaching the power, and not preaching purity and not preaching the passion of the Gospel and the 
Doctrine of Christ. 
 
     Why was the Apostle Paul so animate about giving two warnings back to back in verses eight and 
nine of Galatians one. Why was the Apostle John so animate in his second Epistle in verses nine, ten 
and eleven to give us warning to say; that if they come to you not with the doctrine of Christ. First of 
all he lets us know that they’re not of God. What does the Bible say in II Corinthians chapter eleven? 
 
II Corinthians 11:14-15 

14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works. 

     What does Lucifer mean? Light giver; he was the anointed cherub; he was the illuminator of 
God’s throne. He was the one that shined light upon the throne but what did he do? He exalted 
himself because of what, because of pride.  

     And He said I will ascend above the clouds, I will ascend above the stars, I will ascend into the 
most high Heaven and I will be as God. But Jesus Christ the LORD of Glory; that’s right God. Because 
in the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He said thou art 
cut down oh’ Lucifer, son of the morning.  

     That wasn’t no shock to God that all that happened. That event didn’t catch God off guard or by 
surprise. Like I’ve said before; has it ever occurred to you that nothing has ever occurred to God? He 
knows all, hears all and sees all.  
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     But we have been given stern warnings in this book. Our main text this morning is out of 
Matthew chapter seven but I want you to think about those warnings that Paul and John gave.  

     And the Apostle Paul even gave young Timothy a warning in his second Epistle when he said 
“preach the word.” Preach the word; notice what he opened up with, what is the word. In the 
beginning was the Word. If he said preach the word what are we suppose to preach? We are 
supposed to preach Christ aren’t we?  

     I am the Way, I am the truth and I am the life. And Paul gives us these stern warnings and John 
gives us these stern warnings. Now we come to our main text this morning in Matthew chapter 
seven. 

Matthew 7:13-23 
 

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat: 
 

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it. 
 

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. 
 

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
 

17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
 

18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
 

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
 

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
 

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
 

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
 
     Let’s go up and read verse thirteen again because this is where we are going to start at this 
morning.  
 
Matthew 7:13 
 

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat: 
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     And many there be, And many there be, And many there be which go in thereat: 
 
     Verses thirteen and fourteen I do believe are the WHY. Verses fifteen through twenty I believe is 
the HOW. And verses twenty-one through twenty-three I believe that is the WHAT. 
 
     For wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat: And the title of this morning’s message is; “Few there be that find it.” 
 
     Few there be that find it. I stayed up late Friday night. I kind of wished I had not, but I guess this 
is what got me on a spiritual rampage. I was watching some videos on you-tube, and I was watching 
some of these evangelist that are on television. Fifteen dollars to two-hundred dollars a ticket.  
 
     Fifteen dollars to two-hundred dollars a ticket Brother Gene and they say they can go down in 
Texas or up in California somewhere and in one night they can pull in three million dollars. They 
preach love and hope, and prosperity. They preach a good life style that God wants to bless 
everybody.  And sew your faith seed, sow your faith seed. I need a thousand checks for $333.00, and 
I need one hundred for $700.00.  
 
     Notice how that they use those numbers. They like to use those numbers because those numbers 
have meaning and they that you get some pour dumb Christian out there; and if they think you 
know what you are talking about, they are going to fall right by the wayside and they’re going to 
miss the straight and narrow gate and they’re going to keep walking on the broad gate.  
 
I Corinthians 2:14 
 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
 
     Let me tell you what, if I go out and I preach to one-thousand lost people and I preach to them the 
gospel. They will not want it. They will reject it in their own free-will, why? Because the work of the 
Holy Spirit has to be wrought first for them to be made recipients of the gospel message. That light 
comes through and by the Word of God, the preaching of the gospel. That’s how God calls His 
children unto Himself through and by the preaching of the gospel. 
 
     The Gospel includes the death, and the burial and the resurrection of the LORD Jesus Christ. It 
teaches a sanctified walk, a regenerated walk, fleeing from sin and not living in a sinful, repetitive, 
habitual life style. People do not want to hear that though. That’s not going to be popular, that’s not 
going to get the offering plates filled, and that’s not going to put people in the pews.  
 
     So what do we give them? We give them what they want to hear. We give them love hope and 
peace and prosperity. “God loves you, God is not going to send you to Hell.” Let me tell you this 
friends, you were condemned to Hell the day you were born.  
 
     Everyman was, every woman was, every boy, every girl, every child; why? He that beleiveth on 
the Son hath everlasting life; he that beleiveth not is condemned already. You might have been under 
grace, but as soon as you reached the age of accountability your condemnation took effect and you 
were on your way to Hell.  
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     And there is no message of love, hope, peace and prosperity; and that God wants to bless 
everybody. God wants you to drive a Cadillac. He wants you to live in a $255,000.00 home, and He 
wants to do all these wonderful things for you. Sew your faith seed of $333.00 and trust in God. 
 
     Do you know what I’m trusting in God for? One thing, and one thing only, that’s it! Why? Because 
the Apostle Paul said in Romans 8:18 he said; For I reckon that the sufferings; How are you going to 
have an abundant life in Christ if you have to suffer for Him? Well if your born again, count it all joy 
that you are suffering for His name’s sake. For I reckon the sufferings of this present time and not 
worthy to be compared to the glory which shall be revealed in us. I’m going to get some glory one of 
these days, why? Because I’m going to be glorified, why? Because He said it, He decreed it from the 
foundation of the world. He said it and I believe it and no that ain’t what settles it; what settles it is 
that He said it. He decreed it Sovereignly.  
 

1. The Why:  
 
     The warning has been given and the WHY is this way that leads to destruction. The WHY is the 
wide gate and the broad way. Why is there so many on this path of destruction? Why are there so 
many on this broad way? Why, because it is what they want.  
 
     They don’t want a preacher to preach about sin, they don’t want a preacher to preach that if you 
sin you will die and go to Hell without Christ. They don’t want a preacher to preach and tell them 
that they are lost and headed to a Devil’s Hell. They don’t’ want a preacher to preacher and tell them 
that they need Jesus the Lamb of God, slain before the foundation of the world.  They need His 
blood, applied to their sin to appease the wrath of God.  
 
     Do you know what they want? They want to be able to work it out their selves. They want to be 
able to fix it their self. I was thinking about this the other day and I was sharing it with Dr. Langer 
over at the college and I thought this is a sermon on works.  
 
     It says wide is the gate and broad is the way. Do you know what that means that means there is 
plenty of room?  I can carry all kinds of stuff with me. Brother Ed and Brother John come up here a 
second. I’ve got to do this; I want to show you all something. I want you all to stand right here just 
like a door. Hold your hands up just like that.  
 
     The Bible says that: strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it. Do you know how that I can get through here? With nothing of myself.  I’ve got to 
drop everything and come to Jesus just myself.  
 
     But do you know what happens, what do we do? (Picks up a large wooden cross to represent 
religion and works). We have all of our works, we’ve got our religion. We have all the traditions of 
man and we come here and; I can’t fit through! I’ve got to put this down in order to get through 
boys. I can’t fit through, so what do we have to do? Well many don’t go through that door.  
 
     Thank you gentlemen, we don’t go through that door. Do you know what we do? We take our 
works and we take our traditions and we take all of those false prophets and their teachings and all 
of those false preachers that Paul said to beware, their accursed! And we take all of those men and 
listen to them that little John said they have not God. Because they abide not in the doctrine of 
Christ and we listen to them.  
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     We hold on to our works, we hold on to our traditions, we hold on to our water baptism. We hold 
on to our church traditions, we hold on to our sacraments and all of the things that we have been 
taught. But what do we need to do? We just need to drop all of that; just let it all go and we need to 
enter in at the straight and narrow gate. We can’t take anything in with us.  
 
     What did Adam and Eve have to take off before they put on those coats? They had to take off 
those fig leafs didn’t they? Yes and take them off before God clothed them. Notice who put it on 
them? God put on them, and God clothed them. My righteousness is not of myself. My righteousness 
is not of my religion or my traditions. But my righteousness is that of Jehovah-tsidkenu; Jeremiah 
23:6 THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. In all caps in almost every literal translated Bible in all caps 
in Jeremiah 23:6. 
 
     That is who I declare, I say at this time (my righteousness is) His righteousness: that He might be 
just and the justifier. I am glad that one day that the Holy Spirit of God came down through and by 
what? Through and by good old fashion gospel preaching, through and by the preaching against sin.  
 
     Through and by repentance unto Salvation, through and by the preaching of Jesus Christ; not 
through a prosperity message. Sew your love seed, come on now. If I’m hurting your feelings 
because you watch some of these fruitcakes on TV, that ain’t me! I told you what the Apostle Paul 
said about it. You say Brother Doug do you watch Joel Osteen, yea buddy I do! 
 
     I’m sorry I wasn’t going to say any names this morning. But I watch him; I watch him from time 
to time because I want to hear what he is saying. Because I want to know about my enemy! I’m 
sorry if I offend you, but there is so much filth and garbage on television.  
 
     Do you know why that we stay so worried and complaining and so contrary all the time? Because 
on that devil box, that’s why! Now I’m not going to get on a soapbox this morning a preach on TV. 
TV is a good thing if it’s managed right, ok. I don’t believe in preaching on all that, I just believe in 
preaching Christ and let the Holy Spirit take care of the rest.  
 
     But let me tell you what if you are putting that devil box before the LORD Jesus Christ. If you’d 
rather stay home and watch a golf game on TV, or you’d rather stay home and watch the Bass Pro 
tournaments on Sunday morning then to come to the house of God and worship in Spirit and in 
Truth then there is something bad wrong with your salvation.  
 
     Cause you ain’t let go of this yet! You are still on the broad way, you’ve still went through the 
wide gate. You are relying on what you’re doing. Who is Jesus talking to here? He’s talking to the 
religious people. Notice every time that He spoke on Hell, when He spoke on the doctrine of Hell. He 
didn’t go out and tell the harlot, He didn’t go out and tell the prostitute, He didn’t go out and tell the 
thieves about it. Who did He go to? He went to the Church people and told them about Hell. Why 
because 80% of them are still carrying this! (Picks up a large wooden cross to represent religion and 
works). 
 
     Brother Al Lacey said that 80% of the converts in his church had their names already on the 
book.  Why? Because their whole life they have had religion they’ve had a head salvation but they 
have never been born again.  
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     He said: strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it.  We have seen the WHY in verses 13-14 and now we see down here in verses 15-20 we see the 
HOW. 
 

1. The WHY 
2. The HOW  

 
     He said to beware of false prophets.  
 
Matthew 7:15-16 
 

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. 
 

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. 
 
     Let me tell you what, if I turn on the TV, or if I turn on the radio. Or if I walk into a church house 
and there is a man behind the pulpit. Notice I said man! Hello, notice I said man behind the pulpit. 
And He is preaching, or what he calls preaching and he doesn’t preach Christ; he doesn’t preach the 
death, he doesn’t preach the burial, and he doesn’t preach the resurrection. If he is preaching some 
other doctrine that’s not the place I need to be, that’s not the place I need to be! 
 
     Jesus is the only way, that’s why He said I am The Way! The definite article, I am the truth; I am 
the life and no man cometh unto the Father but by me. I heard them on TV; and they said “oh’ there 
is only one way to God and that’s through Jesus”. Amen! But do you know then what they say on the 
you tube interviews? “But there’s many ways to Jesus.”  
 
     There’s only one way to Jesus friends; that’s through and by the gospel! Not through a prosperity 
message, not through a hope, love and peace. I know I’m hard sometimes on certain points of 
doctrine. And if this puts a bur under your saddle what I’m about to say here, just pray about it. The 
LORD will show you what I’m talking about.  
 
     They preach God loves everybody and God wants to save everybody. Let me tell you what if God 
wanted to save everybody, then everybody would get saved! If that puts a bur under your saddle 
I’m sorry. But if God loved everybody and wanted everybody to get saved then everybody would be 
saved! Because God ain’t never tried to do nothing! He is Sovereign, He is Holy, He is Just and He is 
in complete control.  
 
     People say; Brother Doug, God loves everybody. Well let me ask you this, Brother Henry Mahan 
said this up at Thirteenth Street Baptist many years ago. He said picture Noah, walking up into the 
ark, God closes the door. They are shut up for seven days and then God opens up the fountains of 
the deep and the windows of heaven. Then it begins to rain, and now what are all these people 
outside doing now? They have heard the gospel preach for one-hundred years.  
 
     They are banging and scratching and clawing on the ark trying to get in. But the ark gets lifted up 
and they are being drowned by the millions. Now Noah’s ark starts to sail away; have you ever 
looked at it like this, it never had a sail did it? It never had a rudder did it? God never put those in 
the blueprints did He?  
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     Because God said I’ll go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the 
gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron. So that thou may know that I am the LORD God of 
Israel who hath called thee by thy name. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have 
even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.  
 
     The old ark gets lifted up and sets sail and all of these people are begging and screaming for 
mercy, and grace and God save us. And on the back of the ark they read a bumper sticker that says 
“Smile God Loves You.” Well did He? If He loved them, He would have saved them. Now I’m sorry if 
that puts a bur in your saddle, but that’s Bible and that will stand.  
 
     We need to understand the importance of the gospel. Because the gospel is what that delivers 
sinners from a life of sin to the grace of God, through and by the quickening and regeneration of the 
Holy Spirit. We need to be passionate about it, we need to preach it in its purity and we need to 
preach it with passion. Because that is what God uses to save. He doesn’t use prosperity messages. 
He doesn’t use, sew your faith seed.  
 
     That pour old feller I have never heard him once and he is on television every morning. Sew your 
faith seed! Never heard him once preach Christ; never heard him once preach the death, the burial 
and the resurrection, the gospel of Jesus Christ! The power of God unto salvation to whosoever that 
believes to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  
 
     Beware of these false prophets. I believe I’m going to get to finish all of this. I have told you to 
who is speaking to. Paul say right here in Colossians chapter two, you don’t have to turn there I 
going to read this and then I’m going to go to my closing text.  
 
Colossians 2:4-8 
 

4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 
 

5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, 
and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 
 

6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
 

7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving. 
 

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
 
     Paul said to the Galatians: If any man preach any other gospel let him be accursed. John said: If a 
man preach any other doctrine than the doctrine of Christ; receive him not neither bid him God speed. 
 
     If I tell you that you can carry this all the way into heaven; (Points to large wooden cross to 
represent religion and works). Trust in your works, trust in what you do; boy you will like that. You 
will say, “Yes I can do this.”  All your works and all your righteousness.  
 
     I’m placing my trust in a righteousness that’s not my own. I’m placing my trust in a finished work 
that is not my own and that’s what you need. All of that and do you know what I need?  
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     Just one and it is not even mine. It was given to me by the grace of God. It was imputed upon me 
and it is not even my righteousness.  
 
     But now when I stand in the presence of a Holy and a Just, and a Sovereign God, He look upon me 
and He sees the blood of the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world. And He will 
say enter ye in my good and faithful servant, you’ve been faithful over a few things now I’ll make 
you ruler over many.  But all of these others, what’s he going to say to them?  What is He going to 
say to all of these folks that are still carrying this? (Points to large wooden cross to represent religion 
and works). 
 
     They are still walking on the trails of this life and they think they are on the straight and narrow 
but they are still on the broad and wide because they have never put that down. They have never 
taken off the fig leaves and stood totally naked before God and said I am unworthy, I am undone, I 
am a sinner weighed in the balances and found wanting. I am nothing without you God and I need a 
Saviour.  
 
     That don’t some by no prosperity message, by the way.  The Holy Spirit through and by 
inspiration we have revelation and through and by the Holy Spirit we get illumination. And that’s 
the only way it comes.   
 

1. The WHY 
2. The HOW  
3. The WHAT 

 
     But look what He says here in verse twenty-one:  
 
Matthew 7:21 
 

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
 
     Now I want to ask you something, who is He talking to here? Is He talking to sinners, is He talking 
to the filthy outright, dirty, no good, low down the good the bad the ugly sinners. Who’s He talking 
to here? He’s talking to religious people. He is talking to people that have grown up in church the 
entire life. He is talking to people that went every Sabbath Day and prayed at the Synagogue.  
 
     He is talking to people that; oh’ they kept the law. They did all of these good things, they had all of 
this self righteousness. But what did Jesus tell them about their self righteousness. He said 
outwardly you look like white washed sepulchers, yes He said outwardly you look like the beautiful 
white washed sepulchers but inwardly you are like rotting flesh. Because you are dead inside, 
because what you’ve got is religion because you are on the broad way. You’ve went through the 
wide gate but you have never entered in through the straight and narrow. 
 
     You have never put down your works religion; you have never put down your traditions. You 
have never put down your customs and entered ye in at the straight gate and said here I’m I LORD 
with nothing of myself, but I am depending all upon you. That is who He is talking to! 
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Matthew 7:22-23 
 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
 

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
 
     Because it was not done in the name of Christ; they might have thought that they were doing it in 
the name of Christ because they were still holding on to this: (Points to large wooden cross to 
represent religion and works). They had not put it down; they had not taken off the fig leaves and 
stood naked before God and said LORD I’m nothing without you.  
 
     I cannot do it without Jesus, I depend souly and totally upon you. I believe that you are divine; I 
believe that you are God, and I believe that you are the Son of God the creator of Heaven and earth. I 
believe that you were incarnated by virgin birth and lived a sinless life.  
 
     The Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. He lived a sinless life and He prayed in 
the garden. He said Father not my will but thine be done. He said glorify thou me with the glory 
which I had when I was with thee.  And He said Father, I pray for them: I pray not for world, but for 
them, for those whom thou hast given me; for they are thine. And I pray for them that thou mayest 
keep them that they may be one as we are one.   
 
     He was tried in Pilate’s hall and He went to the cross. And you say who did He die for Brother 
Doug? I’ll tell you who He died for; He died for whosoever will! He’s Sovereign, Amen! He’s 
Sovereign, but it’s still a whosoever will gospel. Why? Because the Bible says so that’s why! 
Whosoever will let him come and take of the water of life freely.  
 
     That’s what you have to take you have to put this down. (Points to large wooden cross to represent 
religion and works). But you don’t just take it there at the cross because He didn’t stop there. He 
went all the way to the grave and He was buried and He descended into the pit to pay our price. He 
snatched the keys out of hands of Satan and He came up victorious over death, hell and the grave.  
 
     “It is Finished!” Colossians two, I love it; everything that stood in offense against me. Do you 
know what He done with it? It was nailed to His cross! Glory to God; for by Grace are ye saved 
through faith. 
 
     Not the rudiments of the world, not no prosperity message, do you know what saves you? Do you 
know what gives you illumination? The Holy Spirit through and by the message of the gospel; Jesus 
Christ the Lamb of God, His death, His burial and His resurrection and He has said whosoever will 
let him come and take of the water of life freely. 


