
 

Today we will be continuing in our series in the book of Proverbs. So far, we have been 

examining portions of this book that deal with certain themes: we’ve looked at a passage that 

warned against lust and another that praised hard work and diligence. Today’s passage comes 

from Proverbs 15:31-33 and is one that has can be difficult as it deals with discipline. 

In the process of study and discussion, it’s always helpful to clearly define terms. The 

term discipline is defined as “…training that corrects, molds or perfects mental faculties or 

moral character.” As self-professed children of God, members of the Norwood Baptist Church 

faith family…both our behavior and our character are important reflections of the God whom 

we worship. Consequently, today’s passage will deal with the type of discipline that is 

described elsewhere in Scripture as a rebuke or a reproof. (To rebuke someone is to express 

disapproval toward someone’s behavior. Moving forward in today’s sermon, the words 

“discipline and rebuke” will be used interchangeably.)  

Please take your copies of God’s word and turn to Proverbs 15:31. If you are a visitor and 

you don’t have a copy of God’s word, please take one of the black pew Bibles as our gift to 

you.  

“He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof will dwell among the wise. He who 

neglects discipline despises himself, but he who listens to reproof acquires 

understanding. The fear of the Lord is the instruction for wisdom, and before honor comes 

humility.” -Proverbs 15:31-33 NASB 

May God bless the reading of His Word.  

With the concepts of discipline, rebuke and reproof fresh in our mind, there are three 

points in the texts upon which I wish to expound today. The first point as listed in the outline 

provided in your bulletin is The Wisdom in Receiving Discipline. 

There is a truth that is universal to all people in all places, in all epochs of time…and that 

truth is that children do not enjoy listening to their parents. I know this from personal 

experience because as a young man, I thought I knew everything and that my dad knew nothing. 

By the time I left home for basic training, I thought I had heard enough lectures from my 

parents. Can you guess when I realized how wise my parents truly were? When I moved out and 

started to pay my own bills.  

Why is this important? It’s because the wisdom was always intrinsic in the advice of my 

parents…however, I was just not mature enough to realize it. The same applies to Biblical 

discipline and rebukes…there is much wisdom in hearing and heeding discipline. There are 

simply times in our lives when we must hear and follow the words of Biblical discipline. 

Because of this, let us consider that Scripture is the foundation for all proper discipline. 

Why would you say that, Pastor Kevin? First off, recognize that there is such a thing as an 

improper rebuke…one that might lead to an untrue belief or immoral action. Because of that, 



there must be a reliable source for discipline…in other words, there must be a standard of 

morality upon which we base our beliefs and consequently, discipline. You have heard me state 

before that the Bible is the only written source of objective truth in all existence. In other words, 

it is completely reliable (and unchanged by any outside forces) as true today as it was when it 

was physically written. Not only is the Bible truth absolute…it’s wisdom absolute as well. 

Consider Proverbs 2:6 “For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and 

understanding.” As the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to man, it follows that much 

knowledge and wisdom can be found in its pages. Furthermore, the most prevalent form of 

discipline and rebuke is Biblically sound preaching…preaching that seeks to keep the glory of 

God at its center.  

Give some thought to the fact that the Bible contains everything that we need to live a life 

that is pleasing to God…even wisdom that is needed to provide discipline. Do you have a 

family member living in sin? What about an unruly child that won’t listen? Hear what the 

apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and is 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” In other words, the entirety of 

the Bible…from Genesis all the way to the maps…is useful for discipline and rebuke.  

It’s not easy to hear and heed Biblical discipline…but like the text says in verse 

31…Biblical discipline contains life giving wisdom. Let me explain from an evangelistic 

perspective: when you proclaim the truth of the Gospel to a person who is not a believer, it will 

offend…no matter how you do it. Make no mistake, proclaiming the Gospel is a form of 

discipline and rebuke…I would posit that it’s the ULTIMATE form of discipline and rebuke. 

The Gospel says that without Christ, a person will spend an eternity separated from God and all 

His grace…and that we cannot work or will ourselves to be good enough for God. However, the 

hope of the Gospel is that Jesus Christ took our guilt upon Himself and offers eternal life to all 

who believe. Don’t you see? Scriptural discipline always leads to life! 

It’s not easy to hear discipline; furthermore, it’s not easy to provide discipline. But for the 

believer, it’s an obligation. There will be times in the life of our church where a brother or sister 

will be involved in some type of sin…and the sin MUST be addressed. Listen to what the 

apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 6:1 “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you 

who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so 

that you too will not be tempted.” While the idea of approaching them may seem distasteful, we 

don’t have the luxury of ignoring the sin for two reasons: first, as a church, we are commanded 

to address it. Second, if we don’t address the sin, it can hurt the rest of the church, just like the 

church at Corinth was hurt by the sin of one of their members. Listen to what Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer wrote in his book Life Together: “Reproof is unavoidable. God’s Word demands it 

when a brother falls into open sin. Nothing can be more cruel than the tenderness that 

consigns another to his sin. Nothing can be more compassionate than that severe rebuke that 

calls a brother back from the path of sin.” 



Biblical discipline and rebukes may seem harsh and unloving…but like Bonhoeffer 

noted, discipline is rooted in love. Matthew 18:15-20 deals with what is known as church 

discipline. The idea is that if a church member at Norwood is involved in unrepentant sin, they 

must be confronted…and Matthew 18 provides the process by which it should be done. The 

offending church member is to be given ample opportunity to repent and if they do not…they 

are to “…treated as a Gentile and a tax collector.” (Matthew 18:17) 

 The outcome of church discipline may take different forms, but the core of it is this: we 

as a faith family would no longer be able to affirm the salvation of the offending member 

(because of their willful sin) and as such may have to take drastic actions.  I realize that 

discipline sounds harsh and unloving…but the motivation is the desire to see the repentance of 

the offender. On the note of discipline, the Puritan John Owen (the author of the Mortification 

of Sin…a work that I HIGHLY recommend) said “Love precedes discipline.” 

I have shown you that there is wisdom in receiving discipline; conversely, there is much 

folly in refusing discipline. Think about it this way: in the industrial world (construction, oil 

drilling, manufacturing) the saying goes that safety rules are written in blood. Ignoring those 

safety rules may end in bodily harm…and to do so would be very foolish. In fact, I posit that 

ignoring Biblical discipline and rebuke is irrational.  

Let me explain: according to the American Psychological Association, a sense of self-

preservation is a fundamental tendency of human individuals. Look at it this way: on one hand, 

my natural instinct is to do what is best for me; nevertheless, it’s ALSO my natural instinct to 

be offended when someone tells me that I am wrong. (Or rebukes me for my wicked, evil, 

depraved behavior.) As such, it’s irrational for me to refuse Biblical discipline. Verse 32 of our 

text today supports this by stating that “He who neglects discipline despises himself.”  

Where does that attitude of irrationality come from? From pride, one of the earliest and 

most basic of all sins. CS Lewis said, “Pride leads to every other vice: it is the completely anti-

God state of mind.” Pride causes us to become haughty and go on the defensive when faced 

with Biblical discipline. Pride causes us to think ill of a well-meaning brother or sister in Christ 

who has the strength to point out our faults. (Or in our mind, have the AUDACITY to accuse 

us.) Pride may even cause us to lash out at those who approach us in spirit and in truth. 

Proverbs 13:10 says that “Through insolence comes nothing but strife but wisdom is with 

those who receive counsel.” What is insolence? It is foolish behavior that is brought on by 

pride. 

The folly of refusing discipline is irrational and brought on by pride…and may ultimately 

have eternal consequences. Let us use the Gospel of Jesus Christ again as an example. Non-

believers are normally offended when confronted with the Gospel…now I can’t say for certain 

why this is so, but I suggest that part of it comes from their innate knowledge of God’s 

existence. (Romans 1:18-21) Here is how I believe the unbeliever thinks: “If God exists in the 

way that the Bible says, then He is Holy and has a standard of morality that is at odds with 

my lifestyle.” When confronted with this truth, unbelievers go on the defensive: “How dare you 



question me or how I have decided to live my life?” Sometimes a person’s foolish response to 

discipline and rebuke is so wicked that you dare not repeat it in front of children or from the 

pulpit. 

Let me ask you something: if you were about to be hit by a bus and someone screamed at 

you to “LOOK OUT…,” would you curse, threaten or ignore the person who had warned you? 

NO, because their warning would save your life. The Biblical discipline of proclaiming the 

Gospel is a warning, folks: it’s saying God’s wrath against your wickedness is coming and here 

is how to be spared! Yet in their folly, most people ignore the clear warnings of the Gospel. (I 

think Matthew 7 makes that clear when it talks about their being more people on the path to hell 

than heaven.) Matthew Henry drove this point home when he stated that “The fundamental 

error of sinners is undervaluing their own souls.” 

Before we move on, let us not be prideful in how we look upon our friends and neighbors 

that are unbelievers. It’s true that every person has an inborn understanding of God’s 

existence…so it seems foolish to we children of God for someone to KNOW God exists and 

cognitively ignore and reject the warning that God’s wrath is coming. There is a reason that 

unbelievers are so adamant in their truth rejection and suppression: their natural state is one of 

enmity with God. In other words, the natural state of man is one of hatred toward God and any 

truths that come from His Word. Remember what the apostle Paul said about the natural state of 

man when he wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:4 said that “the god of this world has blinded the minds 

of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel.”  Unbelievers reject 

Biblical discipline and rebuke because they are spiritually blinded by their father and our 

enemy, Satan. 

We have seen the wisdom in receiving discipline, the folly in refusing discipline…now 

let us consider the Hope in Fear and Discipline. Discipline and rebuke are not easy or fun to 

receive: NOBODY likes being told they are wrong, for any reason. That having been said, let’s 

reflect together on how there is hope in Godly discipline. Sometimes in our pride (even as 

God’s elect, God’s chosen people,) we take the long way around…and the path we take in our 

response to discipline leads us through the valley of our own defeat and sorrow. As such, it can 

be discouraging to receive discipline…but consider this: if you are one of God’s children, He 

has decreed that you would experience discipline.  

Hebrews 12:6 says that “For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and he scourges 

every son whom He receives.” Why is that important…? Because God does not discipline 

those who are not His children! If you have received the painful scourging of God’s hand upon 

you in discipline, REJOICE that God has counted you among His elect. Biblical discipline and 

rebuke are graceful assurances of salvation amidst the swirling chaos of doubt. Hear what John 

Bunyan (a Puritan preacher who wrote Pilgrim’s Progress…a work that I commend to you) 

wrote: “Thou art beaten that thou mayest be better.” More simply put: Discipline is for the 

betterment of the one receiving the discipline.  



Biblical discipline and rebuke also lead to a proper fear of the Lord. Now, fearing God 

may sound illogical to the believer…you may ask: “doesn’t Romans 8:1 teach that Christians 

are under no condemnation for sins committed in the past, present or in the future?” Yes…it is 

true that God’s children do not have to fear eternal punishment for our wicked choices. Yet 

even as Christians, a healthy fear of God’s discipline upon us in THIS LIFE helps us to consider 

our actions and obedience to His commands.  2 Corinthians 5:10 teaches that we Christians will 

answer to the Savior on Judgement Day for the motives behind our actions. The fear of this 

judgement is part of the motivation behind obedience to God’s commands.   

That having been said, there is a different type of fear that gives God glory… and it is 

more akin to awe and reverence than terror. For example, fear (or proper awe and reverence) of 

God causes the Biblical Christian to worship in spirit and in truth. A proper fear of God causes 

us here at Norwood Baptist Church to pay special attention to HOW we worship…and to refuse 

to engage in any type of “worship activity” that is not specifically outlined by Scripture. The 

author of Proverbs speaks to the wisdom of fearing God when he wrote that “The fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” 

(Proverbs 9:10) In short, a proper awe and reverence for God leads us to greater intimacy with 

Him.  

Lastly, let us acknowledge that Biblical discipline and brings honor to the humble. As 

stated before, Scripture is the foundation for discipline…and we Christians take God’s Word to 

be the final authority in all matters of our faith and practice. This begs the question: 

where/when/how will this honor occur? Will it be in this life…amongst our brothers and sisters 

in Christ. I admit that is a possibility…but I learn toward the idea t that this verse is speaking to 

honor that will be received in Heaven. I believe that one day when we stand before the Savior 

for judgement, He will consider our obedience (or lack thereof) to Biblical discipline. What I 

hope to hear on that day are those precious words of Jesus as written in Matthew 25:23 “…Well 

done, good and faithful slave…Enter into the joy of your master.” 

Matthew and the praise team are going to come and lead us in a final hymn. As they 

come, I ask you: how have you responded to Biblical discipline? Have you responded with 

wisdom…or folly? Whatever the case…this is a time of response, a time to acknowledge 

publicly what God has been teaching you through His Word. If you have a need and would like 

to pray with one of the elders: Pastor Mike, Pastor Kemp, Pastor Ron or myself…or if you 

would merely like to pray alone…please feel free to do so now.  

 

 

 

 

 



Questions for Community Group Consideration 

 

1. Consider some practical, daily life examples of discipline and rebuke. (Example: 

traffic ticket) Discuss with the group how “spiritual rebukes” work similarly. 

 

(Questions #2 & 3 go hand in hand.) 

 

2. Pastor Kevin said that that Gospel is the ultimate form of discipline and rebuke. Do 

you agree or disagree? Discuss why or why not. 

 

3. Why is the Gospel of Jesus Christ (as a form of discipline) so offensive to 

unbelievers? 

 

4. Refute or defend the Bonhoeffer quote: “Reproof is unavoidable. God’s Word 

demands it when a brother falls into open sin. Nothing can be more cruel than the 

tenderness that consigns another to his sin. Nothing can be more compassionate than 

that severe rebuke that calls a brother back from the path of sin.” Bonus: Why would 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer have been in a particular position to be an expert on the 

topic of Biblical discipline? 

 

5. Discuss how pride can become an issue for Christians in both the giving and receiving 

of Biblical discipline. 

 

6. Discuss how the receiving of Biblical discipline brings hope into the life of the 

believer. 

 

7. Refute or defend the John Bunyan quote: “Thou art beaten that thou mayest be better.” 

(Hint: compare this quote to Romans 5:1-5) 

 

8. Discuss the fear of God. How does that play out in the faith and practice of 

Christians? 

 

 


