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Revelation 10-11 “The Presence of Jesus with His Faithful Witnesses”  September 8, 2019 
Isaiah 1 
Psalm 79 
 
Isaiah speaks of how Jerusalem became like Sodom 
 (1:4) 
 (1:21) 
 
But God promises: 
 (1:24-26) 
 
Notice, however, that the promise does not negate the judgment 
 (1:27-28) 
 
When God brings salvation he also brings judgment against those who are hostile to him. 
 
Sing Psalm 79 
Read Revelation 10-11 
 
 
Joachim of Fiore was a 12th century Italian abbot. 
 As he studied the scriptures,  

he thought that he saw a general Trinitarian pattern of history. 
 The Old Testament was the Age of the Father –  
  the New Testament was the Age of the Son – 
  but the NT pointed forward to a third age – the Age of the Spirit. 
 He believed that each age contained the seeds of the following one – 
  so the prophets of the OT pointed forward to the Age of the Son, 
  and in his view the monastic orders of the middle ages  

pointed forward to the Age of the Spirit. 
 
Since there were 42 generations from Abraham to Christ, 
 Joachim thought that there would be 42 generations from Christ to the Age of the Spirit. 
 He suggested that the 42 months of Revelation 11 connected with this – 
  and the 1260 days would be 1260 years. 
 
 So he expected the Age of the Spirit to begin somewhere around the year 1260. 
 
 He thought that the book of Revelation showed the coming of a new ‘spiritual leader’ 
  who would bring about a marvelous age, 
   “without war, without scandal, without worry or terror,  

since God shall bless it and He shall sanctify it” (quoted in Whalen, 89) 
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 So as Joachim read Revelation 11, he saw the “two witnesses” 
  as two new orders of monks that would arise  

in order to preach the gospel to the nations.  
 
 Joachim died in 1202. 
 Four years later, Francis of Assisi started the Franciscans to preach the gospel to the poor, 
  and Dominic started the Dominicans with a similar goal. 
 
I tell that story because in every generation there have been those who thought that they were 
seeing Revelation be fulfilled. 
 
And I am here to tell you that all of them were correct!! (at least to some extent) 
 
Interlude: The Presence of Jesus with His Faithful Witnesses (10:1-11:14) 
 
Chapter 10 and the first part of 11 are an interlude – or a parenthesis – in the 7 trumpets 
 (just like chapter 7 was a parenthesis in the 7 seals). 
 
The structure of the seven seals and the seven trumpets shows us the parallels. 
 The interlude of the Seven Seals told us about the sealing of God’s people.  
 The interlude of the Seven Trumpets tells us that Jesus will protect his people – 
  and bring them – even through death – to himself! 
 
 In both cases there is a delay in between the announcement of final judgment  
  (in the sixth seal and trumpet), 
  and the actual coming of the final judgment in the seventh seal and trumpet. 
 
These interludes serve to remind us that there is a delay in between when judgment should come 
 and when judgment will come! 
 
 When should God’s judgment come? 
  How about now!!!? 
  Aren’t things bad enough yet? 
  When I think about the awful things that we see on the news – 
   and, for that matter, the awful things that we see in our own lives! – 
   I have to ask, “How long, O LORD, faithful and true, 
    until you avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?!” 
 
 But God is patient – slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love and kindness. 
  He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance – 
   and for those who refuse to repent, 
    he wants to demonstrate what sin really deserves. 
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 And judgment will only come through the prayers of God’s people  
 
As we saw last time, the seven trumpets come in response to the prayers of God’s people.  
 The seven seals showed us that God’s purpose for his people  

is to bring them through suffering to glory. 
 Now the seven trumpets show us that what happens to those who refuse to repent – 
  those who persecute the faithful. 
 
And particularly, it is worth noting that the same trials that God uses to sanctify his people  
 can also be used by God to punish unbelievers! 
 
Think, for instance, of Hurricane Dorian: 
 Hurricane Dorian is being used by God to sanctify his people – 
  for the believer, the storm is a workshop for God’s redeeming grace! 
 But Hurricane Dorian is also a scourge of God against rebels. 
  For those who hate God, it serves to punish them for their wickedness. 
 

1. The Mighty Angel and His Little Scroll (10:1-11) 
a. The Mighty Angel Who Holds the Scroll Is Jesus (v1-3a; Dan 7; Matt 17:2) 

10 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a 
rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 2 He had a 
little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, 
3 and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring.  
 
The “mighty angel” is described in language that reminds us of Jesus. 
 He is wrapped in a cloud –  

like the Son of Man who comes on the clouds of heaven in Dan 7:13. 
 In 4:3, we saw the rainbow around the throne – 

now we see the rainbow over the head of the mighty angel. 
 Also his face is like the sun (like Jesus in 1:16), 
  and his legs are like pillars of fire  

(this goes beyond “feet like burnished bronze” in 1:15!) 
  Here, his legs are like pillars of fire –  

like the feet that led Israel through the wilderness –  
pillars of fire by night and cloud by day. 

   
 Jesus comes down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud. 
 The rainbow from the throne is now over the head of Jesus. 
 The one who led Israel through the wilderness is now here – 
  ready to lead his people home!! 
 
And he has a little scroll open in his hand. 
 What is this scroll? 
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 The key is found in the word “open.” 
 The Lamb had opened the scroll in chapters 5-7, opening its seven seals. 
  The scroll is now open – the plans and purposes of God for history are revealed. 
 
 Jesus has come to put into effect all that God has promised! 
 
And so he stands with his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land – 
 he is Lord of heaven and earth and sea. 
He came down from heaven – and he stands on the earth and the sea. 
  
 And he called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring! 
 
 (At this point John is saying, “come on people, it’s the Lion of Judah!!”) 
 

b. The Call of Jesus Evokes the Seven Thunders (v3b-4; Dan 8, 12) 
When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 4 And when the seven thunders had sounded, I 
was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders 
have said, and do not write it down.” 
 
 What did the seven thunders say? 
  We are not told. 
 John is forbidden to write it down. 
  Why? 
  To make it clear that God has not revealed everything that will happen. 
  He still has some surprises up his sleeve!! 
 
 But also, to make clear that we don’t need to know everything! 
  We don’t need to know all that God is doing. 
  We need to trust that God is God. 
 
  We need to trust that Jesus is Lord. 
 
 As we keep seeing, 

the “sevens” of the book of Revelation 
  all describe what life is like in between the first and second coming of Christ. 
 Each of the sevens describes a different aspect of what God is doing in history. 
 Each of the sevens is a distinct sermon on what we ought to expect 
  as we live before God in this age. 
  
 And that’s also why the Seven Thunders are so important! 
  Because we need to understand that we don’t know everything that is coming! 
 God wants us to live by faith –  
  yes, we understand the basic pattern of what it looks like to live in this age – 
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  but we are still walking by faith, not by sight! 
 

c. The Oath of Jesus That the Seventh Trumpet Will Fulfill the Mystery of God 
(v5-7) 

5 And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven 
6 and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth 
and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, 7 but that in the 
days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be 
fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets. 
 
In verses 5-7 Jesus swears an oath that the seventh trumpet will fulfill the mystery of God. 
 This oath is an echo of Deuteronomy 32:40 – 
  where the LORD swore an oath to bring judgment against his foes. 
 (And also of Daniel 12:7 – where the pre-incarnate Christ swore a similar oath!) 
 
 But now the oath makes it clear that there will be no more delay! 
  When the seventh trumpet sounds, then the end will come! 
 This is one of the reasons why I am convinced that the “sevens” are all overlapping. 
  We heard in chapter 6, with the sixth seal, 

that “the great day of God’s wrath” had come. 
    In other words, it was time for the final judgment. 
  Now we hear that when the seventh trumpet sounds 
   “the mystery of God would be fulfilled.” 
 
 What is the “mystery of God”? 
  Well, think about the wording here – compared to chapter 6, verse 11: 
 Here we are told: 
  “that time shall be no longer…when…the mystery of God is fulfilled” 
 In 6:11 we were told: 
  “yet a little time until the number of their fellow servants…should be fulfilled.” 
 
 After the fifth seal was opened, we were told that the final judgment was delayed 

until the sufferings and afflictions of God’s people were complete. 
 Now we are told, that the when the seventh trumpet blows – 
  the mystery of God will be fulfilled. 
 
 What is the mystery of God? 
  The mystery of God is that our suffering is part of his redemptive plan. 
   (A theme that will play out clearly in chapter 11). 
  Both Deuteronomy 32 and Daniel 12 emphasize how God will avenge his people. 
   He will vindicate the innocent sufferers! 
   He will avenge the blood of his people! 
 As Beale puts it, 
  “The mysterious nature of the saints’ victory is to be understood  



6 
 

as having the same ironic nature as Christ’s victory  
through his apparent defeat by the same evil kingdom…  

In chapter 5 Christ’s death was already an initial victory  
because he was a ‘faithful witness’…  

Jesus death was also a victory  
because it was an initial step toward the resurrection.  

Likewise, chapter 10 is saying that those believing in Christ  
will follow in his footsteps.  

Their defeat is also an initial victory  
because they are faithful witnesses  

withstanding the spiritual defeat of compromise,  
and their death is a spiritual resurrection,  

when they will receive a crown of victory.” (Beale, 544-545) 
 
 In other words, you need to see that your suffering – your affliction – 
  is part of God’s purpose in conforming you to the likeness of Christ! 
 
And this is made emphatic by the last line in verse 7 – 
 “as he announced to his servants the prophets.” 
  The word translated “announced” is the word elsewhere translated, 
   “preach the gospel.” 
  It means particularly, to announce or declare good news. 
 And this emphasis on preaching is at the heart of verses 8-11: 
 

d. The Sweetness and the Bitterness of Proclaiming God’s Purposes (v8-11; 
Ezek 2-3) 

8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll 
that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 

For a third time we are told that this angel is standing on the sea and on the land. 
 This is important because soon we will see a Dragon standing on the shore of the sea – 
  and we will two beasts –  

one rising out of the sea, and the other rising out of the earth! 
 But when we see them, we need to remember that Jesus is Lord of sea and land! 
 

 9 So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and 
eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 10 And I 
took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but 
when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. 11 And I was told, “You must again prophesy 
about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.” 

 
Think about what John is doing here. 
 He goes to the angel (he goes to Jesus) and takes the little scroll.  
  The little scroll is sweet in the mouth – but bitter in the stomach. 
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 The message of the gospel is like that! 
 
 The gospel message is sweet as honey to the mouth – 
  there is a sweetness to the Word of God – 
   it is good – it is beautiful – it is sweet as honey! 
 
 But it is also bitter to the stomach – 
  it can be hard to digest. 
  
 Does that sound odd? 
 Does it seem strange to say that preaching the gospel is sweet to the mouth, 
  but bitter to the stomach? 
 
Think of how Paul says that  

“we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved  
and among those who are perishing,  
to one a fragrance from death to death,  
to the other a fragrance from life to life” (2 Cor 2:15-16). 

 
The preaching of the gospel has one of two effects: 
 bringing salvation to those who believe – 
 and bringing judgment on those who refuse to believe! 
 
 There are lots of echoes here from Ezekiel 2-3. 
  Ezekiel was commissioned to preach a message of judgment – 
   and he was told to eat a scroll that would be sweet as honey – 
   but as he contemplated the message that he must preach, 
   “I went in bitterness in the heat of my spirit, 
    the hand of the LORD being strong upon me.” (3:14) 
 
 The sweet and the bitter go together for the preacher! 
 
Because the preacher is a herald – a messenger –  
 one who is called to proclaim a message from someone else! 
It is not my job to tell you what I think – or what I would like for you to do! 
 If I only give you the “sweet stuff” – 
  then I am not a faithful messenger! 
 
 I am called to proclaim only that message which Jesus sends to his church – 

and all of that message. 
 John here is told to prophesy not just about but against many peoples and nations. 
  And “prophesy” does not just mean “predict the future.” 
  Prophesy means declare the word of the Lord! 
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 What is the word of the Lord concerning the peoples and nations? 
  That is the point of chapter 11! 
 

2. The Temple and the Two Witnesses (11:1-14) 
a. John Commanded to Measure the Temple, the Altar, and Those Who 

Worship There (v1-2; Ezek. 40; Dan 7, 12) 
11 Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple 
of God and the altar and those who worship there, 2 but do not measure the court outside the 
temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for 
forty-two months.  
 
John is told to measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there… 
 This is a curious thing to say! 
  How do you measure “those who worship there”? 
 (This is the first clue that we should be thinking of the church as the spiritual temple!) 
 
 But also John is told not to measure the court outside the temple. 
  In Ezekiel 40-48, Ezekiel measured the “new temple” – 
   which functioned to protect the temple from Israel’s former abominations. 
  Think about the picture here. 
 
 The temple – the altar – and those who worship there – are measured (protected) – 
  but the outer court is not. 
 
 In the NT, what is the temple? 
  Well, first the temple is Jesus –  

“destroy this temple, and I will rebuild it in 3 days” – 
  But then in Jesus – we are also the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 And particularly, the distinction between the inner and outer courts here 
  suggest a similar dynamic to Paul’s usage of inner man and outer man. 
 Outwardly we are beaten down, persecuted, afflicted, suffering – 
  but inwardly we are more than conquerors  

through him who loved us and gave himself for us! 
 
 In other words, the holy city – the holy people of God – will be trampled by the nations 
  for 42 months. 
 
 42 months is 3 ½ years – 
  the “time, times, and half a time” from Daniel 7:25. 

And 42 months is also 1,260 days: 
 

b. The Ministry of the Two Witnesses (v3-6) 
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3 And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in 
sackcloth.” 
 
So the holy city – the holy temple – is closely associated with the ministry of the two witnesses. 
 The point of the 3 ½ years is that it is half of seven. 
 Seven years would be a complete period. 
  3 ½ years – or 42 months – or 1260 days – 
   means half of a complete period. 
  
 But who are the two witnesses? 
 

i. Two Olive Trees and Two Lampstands (King and Priest from Zech. 4) 
4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.  
 
 This is almost a quotation from Zechariah 4 – 
  in Zechariah 4 there was a strong association of the two olive trees 
   with Zerubbabel and Joshua (the kingly and priestly figures of the day), 

who were empowered by God’s Spirit 
to build the temple. 

 
 This is the point of the two witnesses here in Revelation 11. 
 In Rev. 1:20 we were told that the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
  Lampstands, in Revelation, are symbols of churches – not individuals. 
  The lampstands in the temple represented the presence of God – 
   and the church on earth represents the presence of God  
    in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation! 
   
 Likewise, the period of suffering for the two witnesses is the same 
  as that of the holy city (verse 2) and the woman of chapter 12. 
  
 Why are they called the ‘two witnesses’? 
  Because – according to God’s law – guilt may only be established 
   by the testimony of at least two witnesses. 
  Their word is rejected by the earth-dwellers – 
   but their witness will be accepted by the heavenly court! 
 (And it is worth noting that five of the seven churches in chapters 2-3 were found lacking 
  so perhaps the number 2 refers to the fact that so many churches fall so short!) 
 
But if the two witnesses are the church,  

then what do we make of verse 5? 
 

ii. Fire From Their Mouths (Elijah and Moses – 2 Kings 1; Numb. 16) 
5 And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone 
would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. 
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Remember what we saw at the beginning of the Seven Trumpets! 
 The Seven Trumpets are blown in response to the prayers of the saints. 
  God brings judgment on the earth in response to the prayers of his people! 
 Now, John sees something more. 
  As John looks at the church – the two witnesses who testify to the word of God – 
   he sees that it is the word of the church that consumes their foes. 
 
 Both in Numbers 16 and in 2 Kings 1, 
  fire came down from heaven to destroy the enemies of Moses and Elijah – 
  but John sees something more striking: 
   “fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes.” 
 In other words, “the fire of the Spirit burning on the two lampstands  

is seen to be unquenchable,  
which makes the lampstands themselves to be spiritually invincible.” (Beale 579) 

 
God’s presence with his people – by his Spirit – protects his people from their foes. 
They were measured (v1) “so that they would prosper in their prophetic witness  
 despite persecution.” (Beale 579) 

 
Further, 

iii. No Rain (Elijah) and Plagues (Moses) – (1 Kings 17; Ex. 7-10) 
6 They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, 
and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every 
kind of plague, as often as they desire. 
 
Again, this is reminiscent of Elijah (from 1 Kings 17), 
 and Moses (the plagues of Egypt in Exodus 7-10). 
 
What was Moses doing? 
 Bringing Israel out of Egypt to establish the people of God – 

and bringing judgment against Egypt. 
What was Elijah doing? 
 Bringing judgment upon Israel for their rebellion – 
  and preaching salvation for the remnant. 
 
What is the church doing? 
 Bearing witness to the triumph of Jesus –  
  and bringing judgment against those who refuse to repent. 

And the prayers of the saints bring judgment against those who seek to destroy them. 
 
If you think about it – the two witnesses “have power” to do the sorts of things  
 that we heard about in the Seven Trumpets – 
 because the Seven Trumpets come about because of the prayers of the saints! 



11 
 

 
But if we follow a Savior who won his great victory through suffering and death, 
 then we must not expect to find a different fate! 
 

c. The Death of the Two Witnesses (v7-10) 
i. The Great City Called Sodom and Egypt (Isaiah 1, Ezek. 23; Matt. 2) 

7 And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit[a] will 
make war on them and conquer them and kill them, 8 and their dead bodies will lie in the street of 
the great city that symbolically[b] is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified.  
 
Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem. 
 Daniel 7 speaks of the beast that makes war on the saints – 
  and Isaiah 1 and Ezekiel 23 speak of how Jerusalem has become Sodom – 
  and Matthew 2 shows how Jerusalem became Egypt 
   (when Herod becomes Pharaoh, in his attempt to kill all the Hebrew boys) 
 But John is careful not to limit his description of the ‘great city’ to Jerusalem alone. 
  After all, where was Jesus crucified? 
 
  Jerusalem? 
   Yes – but where was Jerusalem? 
  Part of the Roman empire. 
 
 Any city that participates in the ‘great city’ becomes Sodom and Egypt. 
  (Notice in verse 10 that those who dwell on the earth  

will rejoice at their death – 
    suggesting that we are not talking about two indivdiuals!) 
  There is the great city and there is the holy city. 
  The holy city is the City of God – the New Jerusalem. 
  The great city is any city that opposes the City of God! 
   Any city that opposes the Kingdom of Jesus. 
 
And the beast does not simply attack two individuals – but the church –  
 the faithful witnesses. 
  
And 

ii. The Celebration Over Their Death 
9 For three and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will 
gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, 10 and those who dwell on 
the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these two 
prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. 
 
Three and a half days – 
 in other words, a very temporary period. 
If their ministry lasts for three and a half years,  
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and if their death lasts for three and a half days, 
 that reminds us that our afflictions – our martyrdom –  
  our bearing witness to Jesus, even unto death! – 
 is not the end of the story! 

 
Because 

d. The Ascension of the Two Witnesses (v11-13) 
11 But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up 
on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from 
heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their 
enemies watched them. 13 And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city 
fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave 
glory to the God of heaven. 
 
Death is never the end of the story for the Christian. 
 The resurrection is the end of this story! 
  (And the beginning of the next one!) 
 And just as Jesus was raised up from the grave after three days, 
  so also God’s faithful witnesses will follow him from the grave to the sky. 
 
What happened to Jesus will happen to us as well! 
 
Conclusion: The Third Woe Is Coming (v14) 
14 The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come. 
 


