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I. Introduction and review.

Il. Joab again rescues David. v. 1-8a

A. David grieves excessively over Absalom. v. 1-4 18:33

1.
2.

David’sloyal followers, who had risked their livesfor him, feel humiliated. v. 1-3
David is paralyzed by sorrow and thus neglects hisduty. 18:33 19:4

B. Joab rebukes David. v. 5-8a

1.

2.
3.

4.

Though Joab’s methods are questionable, heisloyal and doeswhat is necessary
to preserve David’' sthrone.

David is guilty of loving those who hate him and hating those who love him. v. 5-6
David must reach out to hispeople or he will lose his kingdom, doing to himself
what Absalom failed todo. v. 7

David, to hiscredit, heeds Joab’ s counsel and receivesthe people. v. 8a

C. How areyou at giving and receiving rebuke? Prov. 9:7-9

1.

2.

We, like Joab, have the duty to rebuke brotherswho fall into sin. Mt. 18: 15ff
Gal. 6:1 James5:20

Do you listen humbly to admonition, even if it isnot perfectly delivered?
Pr.27:6 29:1 15:12 1.24ff 10:8

D. How should we mourn?

1.

5.

6.

Theloss of a loved oneislegitimate occasion for grief. Ecc. 3:47:2 John 11:35

2. When a believer dies, our mourning istempered by hope. | Th. 4:13ff Phil. 1:21ff
3.
4. We must, however, submit to God’s sovereign will and Hisjustice. Lev. 10:1ff

Grief iscompounded when we fear that our beloved died in unbelief.

a. When Job’schildren died hedid not blame God. Job 1:18-22

b. When Aaron’ssonsdied he kept silent. Lev. 10:3

c. Absalom died under God’sjudgment. 17:14 Ex. 20:12 Pr. 30:17 20:20
d. Wecannot takeour child’ssde against God.

e. Trust God that Hedoeswhat isjust and right.

f. When we are perfectly sanctified, we will understand.

God desiresto show mercy to thewayward. They have no-one other than
themselvesto blame for their calamity. Ezek. 33:11

We cannot let our grief keep usfrom our kingdom duty.

E. How doesthis passage point usto Christ?

1.
2.

3.
4.

Jesus pursued His Father’s Kingdom work without distraction. John 4:34 17:4
We must put Christ’s kingdom even above our families. Luke 14:26 9:59-62

| Sam. 2:29

Jesusis enough to satisfy our souls even when peoplefail us. Jer. 17:5-8
Oneday Jesuswill wipe every tear away. Rev. 21:4 |sa. 25:8

I11. David isrestored asking. v. 8b-15

A. Theaftermath of a civil war iscomplex as a divided nation must be healed.

B. TheNorthern tribestake initiative to restore David asking. v. 8b-10 5: 1ff

1.
2.

They recall David’s past exploits. v. 9
If David was so great, why did they follow Absalom? Acts 17:51-52,27,35-37




3. Peoplearestill very ficklewhen it comesto their leaders.
4. Thoseof uswho lead must seek to please God and not men. Pr.29:25 | Th. 2:4

C. David seekstorally the support of histribe, Judah. v. 11-14
1. Though David haswon the war, he seeks the consent of those he will govern.
2. Heenliststhe support of thepriests. v. 11-12
3. Heappoints Absalom’s general Amasa (who also isa cousin) to replace Joab as
the commander of thearmy. v. 1317:25
4. Why would David elevateatraitor? 17:25 18:5,14 20:9
5. Theheartsof Judah arewith David asthey seek hisreturn. v. 14-15

D. Thesetensions between Judah and the Northern tribes foreshadow future divisions
inlsrael. v. 40-43

The end of Absalom’s conspiracy isnot the end of David’stroubles.

The men of Judah quarrel those from the other tribesof Isradl. v. 41-43

Why are only half of the people of |srael accompanying David? v. 40

David seems play on these divisions. v. 11

The divisons between North and South soon cause further trouble. 20: 1ff

The consequences of David’ s great sin will continue beyond his own life when the

kingdom is permanently divided. | Ki. 12

7. Isthisapictureof divisonsin Christ’schurch? Gal. 5:15 | Co. 1:10ff Js. 4:1-2

SUuhAwWNE

E. Thetreatment of David by the peopleislike the treatment of the Lord by humanity.

1. Our representative Adam rgected God asking and enthroned Satan. Gen. 3:1ff
Il Co. 4:4

2. When Jesus cameinto theworld, most regected Him. John 1:10-11

3. God’sAnointed, Jesusthe Son of David, has come and defeated Satan. Gen. 3:15
Lu. 10:18 Ro. 16:20 | John 3:8

4. Heseekswilling subjects. Luke19:10 Mt. 11:28ff John 7:37ff

5. Will you invite Jesusto reign over your life? Luke19:14 John 1:12-13

F. Somebelievershavewandered from Christ. Rev. 2:4ff

IV. Concluding applications.

Discussion questions
1. How much sorrow over the death of a loved oneis appropriate?
What iswrong with mourning too much?
2. How can we overcomethe grief over an unbelieving relative who dies?
3. What did Joab do well in hisrelationship with David?
What did he do badly?
4. When isit right to rebuke a friend?
5. How did you respond the last time someone rebuked you?
6. Why does David appoint Amasa as commander of hisarmy?
Do you think thiswas a wise decision?
7. How do the bickering tribes of 1srael resemble the church?
8. How arewelike Israel who turned for a time from serving David?
9. How does David’slife, asreflected in this passage, point usto Christ?




