
Mar 11:1-11        TRIUMPHANT  ENTRY - HOSANNA

PRELIMS. Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem to be killed. He has just 
healed Blind Bartimaeus on the way there.

This was Palm Sunday really - although it was not known then as 
Palm Sunday - it only became known afterwards! 

There are two contrasts that we want to make to this Triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem! One is: Imagine a cowboy crook in a Western 
film with a ‘Wanted, Dead or Alive’ poster of him pasted up on doors 
all over the village! And just then the very Wanted man deliberately 
rides-into town in style in full view of everyone! You hear the folk 
gasping ‘Hey, thats the guy we are all looking for. What a brazen-
faced fellow! Well, that is how some Phars perceived Jesus entry 
into Jerusalem just now! He was wanted dead or alive - preferably 
dead! Jesus had ‘a cheek’ coming to capital city so openly. 

We do not realise how serious the threat to Jesus’ life actually was! 
Earlier He had refused to go to Jerusalem because His time had not 
yet come! [John 7:6] But His time had now come, and they could do 
to him, whatever they wanted! Jesus knew that! the hour has come! 
Remember Clare Short and her resignation threat if Blair went 
ahead with the Iraq war! The Mail heading = ‘Cometh the hour, 
cometh the coward!! Not so, Jesus, He set His face to go!!

Most ‘gangsters’ in Westerns, strolling into town have no thought of 
defeat! No thought of being killed! Not so Jesus - He knew He was 
to be crucified and went straight ahead. The ‘gangsters’ have loads of 
self-confidence! Jesus has confidence in God, not in human flesh! 
He knows His flesh is to be lacerated and He will die - completely 
humiliated - but the Spirit would be victorious! When a man of the 
world loses confidence in the flesh, his whole being, body and soul, 
disintegrates! *Jesus is a brave and great ‘hero’!

Second contrast: is with the visit to the UK last week of Pope 
Benedict XVI! Several contrasts! Jesus on a donkey! Pope came on 
a Popemobile with 2” thick bullet proof glass and £ms of top 
security and police! *Both X’s and the Pope’s visit was a planned 



visit! Jesus sent people ahead to make preparations! Both had 
‘endless’ resources, Pope had £billions. So had Jesus! He had the 
total of all the resources in the world - and more! Yet, He did not 
access them! His love for His people forbade Him! He was offering 
Himself a sacrifice ‘for’ the people - ‘to’ God!

We often find Jesus living simply when He could have lived 
grandly. He always had the whole world at His disposal! Do you 
think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once send Me  
more than twelve legions of angels?[Mat26:53] When contemplating 
salvation for His people, Jesus could have decided not to come - 
without losing face! He was under no obligation to enter into a 
covenant to save His people! Jesus did not have to come and die for 
us! But once He entered into covenant He was obligated to complete 
its terms - which terms included the agony of the cross and death! 

Jesus in coming to Jerusalem, was coming to destroy a spiritual 
kingdom. A world of darkness. His focus was not on material or 
earthly or fleshly powers but on defeating the powers of darkness. 
Paul reminded the Church at Col what God had done for them He  
has delivered us from  the power of darkness and transferred us to  
the kingdom of  his beloved Son [Col 1:13 AV] Our greatest and 
strongest enemies are not people, they are spiritual powers. Thus: 
the weapons of  our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 
power  to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and  every lofty 
opinion raised against the knowledge of God [2Cor 10:4]

Sometimes people make great statements without knowing how 
significant the statement is! Some people are prophetic in what they 
say, without knowing it! Here is one of them: the crowd were singing 
Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed 
is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest 
[9,10] This was a translation of a prophecy from Zechariah 9:9!! It 
was a prophecy about the Messiah! Rejoice greatly O daughter of 
Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! behold your king is 
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and 
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey [Zech 9:9]! 



The word ‘Hosanna’ mean save and is the Hebrew for Jesus Yoshua! 
Jesus came to save His people. Just think of the statement Caiaphas 
the High Priest made it is better for you that one man should die for 
the people, not that the whole nation should perish. He did not say 
this of his own accord, but  being high priest that year he prophesied 
that Jesus would die for the nation [John 11:50cf] His point being, 
executing an innocent for the benefit of a nation, may be excused! 
As someone else pointed out, he forgot what Solomon said He who 
justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both 
alike an abomination to the Lord [Pro 17:17]

What did the original hearers make of this piece of poetry? How did 
the Jews not immediately identify Jesus as the Messiah? No doubt 
some did - those who were singing! But there were others who were 
blind to all the miracles and all the other signs which spoke of Jesus 
as the Messiah! APP The Pharisees did not want to see a resem-
blance to the Messiah - just as there are today those who do not want 
to see in Jesus Christ the resemblance of a Saviour - a leader they 
can trust! The Labour Party are looking to their new leader they 
elected yesterday Ed Milliband. What hope and then what 
disappointments the electorate get when their heroes are elected. In 
Jesus Christ there is a leader we can trust - in everything He said! 

The decision people made regarding Jesus Christ, highlights an 
important principle that we need to realise, viz: our character 
determines our choices! It is not choices which determine character. 
It is because we are, who we are, that we make the choices we make. 
The Phars in their hearts hated Jesus - so they chose to reject His 
authority and did not want to see Him as the promised Messiah! 
APP The things you desire and want are because of what you are 
essentially in your character. You lie and swear and curse and rebel 
because that is the type of person you are!

To return to Jesus telling His disciples to go into the next village and 
get the small donkey! It seems Jesus knew the owner of this donkey, 
who it belonged to! It was because Jesus knew the owner that He 
was able to say, ‘Just tell anyone who asks you ‘Why are taking 



him’, reply the Lord has need of it [L18:34]! This speaks volumes! 
Jesus knew the kind of person the owner was. He was a friend, a 
kind friend, who obviously gave Jesus an open invitation to use his 
resources whenever Jesus needed them! Jesus knew He could trust 
this friend in a time of need - that if the Lord had a need the friend 
would not let Him down. APP That reaches us: Can the Lord trust 
you my friends, that when there is a need in His Church, you will be 
there for Him! Can He depend upon you to help? Are you available 
for Him to use you, or your resources, whenever there is need?

Matthew Henry says we see Jesus, the Creator of the world, having 
to borrow the necessities of life in order to carry out His work of 
redeeming mankind! He is using a borrowed boat, a borrowed room, 
a borrowed donkey, and finally is buried in a borrowed grave!

We mentioned last week that the 3 gospel accounts vary in order - 
because some writers write in the sequence of topics and subjects, 
while others write in the chronology of time! We learn from Mark 
here that Jesus was in no hurry to rebuke sinners. He entered...into 
the temple. And when He had looked around at everything, as it was 
already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve [11] He did not 
rebuke the moneychangers in the temple that night - He did it in the 
morning - as we can see from the next verses! The other gospels do 
not mention that Jesus went out to Bethany for the night first. Jesus 
probably went out to pray for those sinners first! That they might 
stop! APP Friends - Jesus is very reluctant to punish us He is slow 
to anger, but if you/I persist in sinning against Him, His 
righteousness will compel Him to do justly with our sin. 

The main lesson of course in this passage here is Jesus’ willingness 
to go and meet ‘head-on’ the great enemy of our souls. He set His 
face to go to Jerusalem - to defeat Satan, sin, death, hell! Although it 
was such a momentous event, it took months for it to be realised - 
even by the Church! Some of the most important/significant events 
of history did not appear to be momentous! But they were! Who 
knows what the great events of the past few years may yet reveal? 
Praise God that Jesus came to Jerusalem on this occasion!


