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The Marriage Supper of the Lamb
Revelation 19:1-10

To fully appreciate the union that exists between Jesus
Christ and His bride, one must understand the way weddings were

conducted in ancient times.

L. to the Bride (2 Cor 11:2)
I1. of the Bride (Jn 14:1-3)
I11. with the Bride (Rev 19:1-10)
A. Who is the Bride? The (Eph 5:25-32)

B. Who are the guests? The

C. Who is the Bridegroom? The

One of the false interpretations that has plagued the church
is the concept that God treats all saints exactly alike. Instead,
a literal interpretation of the Bible distinguishes different
groups of saints, and here the bride is distinguished from
those who are invited to the wedding supper. Instead of
treating all alike, God indeed has a program for Israel as a
nation and also for those in Israel who are saved. He also has
a program for Gentiles in the Old Testament who come to
faith in God. And in the New Testament He has a program
for the church as still a different group of saints. Again in the
Book of Revelation the Tribulation saints are distinguished
from other previous groups. It is not so much a question of
difference in blessings as it is that God has a program
designed for each group of saints which corresponds to their
particular relationship to His overall program. Here the
church, described as a bride, will be attended by angels and
by saints who are distinct from the bride. - Walvoord & Zuck

According to Revelation 19:9, wedding guests will be called
to the marriage supper of the Lamb, and those who are
called will be blessed. Since wedding guests are not the
bride, it must be concluded that the guests at the marriage
supper of the Lamb will not be part of Christ’s bride, the
Church. But since the guests at the marriage supper of the
Lamb will be blessed and will be in Heaven (since that is
where the marriage supper of the Lamb will take place), they
must be believers (Rev. 20:6). The fact that the guests will be
believers, but not part of the Church, forces one to conclude
that not all believers of all ages of history belong to the
Church. God has groups of believers distinct from the
Church. The souls of Old Testament saints will already be
assembled in Heaven when the Church arrives there at the
time of the Rapture and marriage of the Lamb. Those Old
Testament saints will be guests at the marriage supper of the
Lamb. - Renald Showers



