PSALM 117:1-2 Pg. 538

Psalm 117 is a very interesting Psalm. It is obsip the shortest Psalm in the entire book of
Psalms. This is also the shortest chapter inntieeeBible. As a result of this, the tendency is
to gloss over it and pass by it. In fact, some mw@mtators do that. They connect it to the next
Psalm and just make some passing comments. Btruthesit is the shortness of the Psalm
that catches your eye. The shortness of the Psaimakes it stand out.

Now this Psalm is a Psalm that has been used atamisonferences to challenge nations and
peoples to get right with God. It is certainlyhigt any time to challenge people to get right
with God, but this Psalm is really not about th@his Psalm is about a time when all nations
and all peoples will praise the LORD.

J. Vernon McGee said this Psalm is like a littl@eitc Bomb and when it goes off the whole
world will stand in awe of the presence and powdsad and the whole world will be praising
God. This is really not an invitation to all people to paise the Lord; this is a_declaration

of a time when all people will praise the Lord.

Now we come to this Psalm with the knowledge tlvarg Word of God has been placed into
His inspired Word. So that means this little PseEnust as important as the larger Psalfke

fact is it was this little Psalm that caught the eg of Paul because he quoted it in Romans

15:11 in building his case for the fact that Gentés could partake of God’s grace in a con-
text of a program that was Jewish.The pronoun “us” irverse 2refers to Israel, but may be
expanded to those non-Jewish.

The theme of this Psalm is not hard to see:

ALL NATIONS AND ALL PEOPLE ARE TO PRAISE THE LORD A ND BOAST
ABOUT THE LORD FOR HIS GREAT MERCY IN PERMITTING TH EM TO SHARE
IN A PROGRAM IN WHICH WE ARE ABLE TO SHARE ETERNAL BLESSINGS
WITH ISRAEL.

This is the theme of the Psalm. But getting allams and all people to come to this place will
take a major work of God.

Two times in two verses we read “Praise the LORDkEe word “praise” (Hallel) is one that
means to show forth the brightness and grandeGiodf It means to shine forth the greatness
of God (William Geseniudilebrew Lexicon, p. 226). The word “laud(v. 1) means to praise
God, in the sense of boasting about Him in a sagthiay (bid., pp. 800-801).

Hallelujah praise Psalms are not about runningpjam shouting or collapsing; they are about
clearly showing forth the greatness of God in a ey boasts about Him.

Now the proper noun “LORD” refers to the sovereligkiM and covenant God of Israe¥ou
cannot read the noun Jehovah (LORD) without thinkirg of Israel. There will come a day
when all nations will praise the God of Israel ftis sovereign greatness and glory and grace.
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Now in this Psalm there are three points the wriakes:
POINT #1 — All nations will praise the LORD117:1a

One of the things we may observe is that therangation of the “nations” and there is a
mention of “all peoples”; but there is no mentidrisvael. So this is aimed primarily at non-
Israeli nations.

One day all non-Israeli nations and all non-Isrpebples will be invited to praise the LORD and
one of the reasons why will be because of the amgahings they have seen God do for Israel.

Typically, during election time the candidates patenthe idea of freedom of religion. The
Bible does not promote such an idea. All natiaresrasponsible and accountable to praise the
God of the Bible, who is the God of Israel.

In fact, all nations will be held accountable asitov they shined forth in a clear and sharp way
the grandeur and brightness of God. Zechariapihehet predicted that there would come a
day when many nations would gather to worship Gaxhbse of the privilege they have in
sharing in a program with Israel (Zechariah 2:10-1Phere will come a time when all the
nations of the world that are left after the Trdtidn will actually travel to Jerusalem to offer
praise to God (Zechariah 14:16-17).

Now when Jesus was first here on earth, He spatliifisaid that the Gospel was not to be
proclaimed to the Gentiles (Matt. 10:5-6). | daihink we realize the significance of God
permitting His program to reach out to us. Buedathe truth of the Gospel spread to the
Gentiles through Paul.

Now the truth is very few nations of the world ghiorth the praises of God. There will come a
day when all nations of the world and all peoplethe world will shine forth the praise of God.

There will come a day when the “goyim” (nations)lraise the LORD. There will come a
time when no nation on the earth will be atheistiagnostic. There will come a time when
there will be no more idolatrous false religionsaimy nation of the world.

There will be no more Koran, no more book of Mormoo more Buddhism, Shintoism,
Mohammedism or Islam; but all nations of the waril Praise the LORD.

Now if you look at the world today, you will have admit this is not happening. Name me one
nation on the face of this earth that truly desiceworship and praise the true God of the Bible.
Nations are not praising God, they are mocking GBdt one day, all of the nations of the world
will honor the one true God of the Bible.
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Just today we had a major religious leader indbistry and his message is not believe in Jesus
Christ and be saved. His message is not God i&tleof Israel and we need to honor her and
honor Him. His message is not carefully studySkaptures so you can know God. But one
day all religious leaders of the world will promake truth of the one true God of Israel.

POINT #2 —All peoples will praise the LORD117:1b

There will come a day when the true God of the Bilgl will be praised nationally, interna-
tionally and individually. Every individual will “laud Him.”

The word “laud” is one that means to praise Gotthensense of happily boasting about God
(Ibid., pp. 800-801). There will come a time when evedyvidual on the face of the earth will
boast about the true God.

In fact, the emphasis of “all peoples” means thne day all nations and individuals of the world
will be praising and exalting God.

We would certainly see from this that there is attability for nations to praise and worship the
true God, but that accountability also extendsitividuals. In other words, individuals have
their own culpability.

All peoples have a responsibility to shine forth tireatness of God. Regardless of what a
nation does, the individual people have a respditgito shine forth the greatness of God and
praise Him.

We need to be people who testify of the greatnedsegpower and glory of God. We need to be
people who testify of the fact that God is a Godisodel.

POINT #3 —There are specific reasons why all people willggdhe LORD.117:2

Now there are two specific reasons given as to alhiyations and all peoples should praise
God:

Reason #1 Because of the lovingkindness of Gddl7:2a

Any connection God has to Israel and any connectioBod has to nations and all peoples is
due to His _grace and His mercy.

The word “lovingkindness” is one that speaks okaie of God to show Himself gracious and
merciful to those who find themselves in unfavoeadahd helpless condition (William Gesenius,
Hebrew Lexicon, pp. 293-294).

The potential we have to praise the LORD is duda¢ograce and mercy of God.
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Now we may specifically notice that the group tGaid targets to be the recipient of His grace
and mercy is “us.” That pronoun immediately corigéo Israel, but it also includes all nations
and peoples who are in a position to praise the DOR

So God targets His people to be the recipientsi®igkhce and mercy. Specifically in the O.T.,
this refers to a time when Israel will be prais@dgd because she has finally come to the place
where she recognizes the grace and mercy of Gpreserving her and saving her.

Now we know from studying the Bible and from jusbking at contemporary events that Israel
is not faithful to God. In fact, she has turnediagt God and His Word time and time again.
But God has always preserved her and protectedHhervery existence is due to the grace of
God. There will come a day when she will be pragsbod for His great grace and mercy.

There will also come a time when all nations angh@bples will be doing the same thing. The
language here means that there will come a timenahenations and all peoples will be praising
God because His grace and mercy have prevailed.

This will be a twofold praise. First, all nationdl praise God they get to share in a program
with Israel, and second, all peoples will praisel@tey were individually saved.

We who know the Lord can praise God right now fts &mazing grace and mercy. We were
in a great chasm of helplessness and there wasyout, in and of ourselves. So God, in His
pure grace and mercy, targeted “us” to be the reaip of His great love. Do you see what is
said here—God’s mercy and grace is “great toward us

You and | were not saved by God because we weréevar, but because we were helpless and
hopeless. Furthermore, we were Gentiles, not J&usl’'s program was originally aimed at and
for Israel; but in amazing grace, He spotted usuinhelpless and hopeless condition and
targeted us to be the recipients of His grace.

This is cause for great praise. Every nation ahehrth has experienced the mercy of God.
Nations that have mocked God and nations who havshipped false “gods” have still
experienced many demonstrations of God’s graceraenrdy.

In the millennium all nations and all peoples Wi worshipping God for His grace and His
mercy. People will praise Him and “laud” Him.

Reason #2 Because of the truth of God.17:2b
There will come a day when every nation and evedyidual in the world will praise God

because He is a God of truth and fulfilled everympise He made concerning Israel and the
nations and concerning heaven and hell. The tliod is “everlasting.” It is truth forever.
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If God promises that Israel will have a land, shikhave it. If God promises people who
believe in Christ will have everlasting life, thesll receive it. If God promises people who
reject Christ will burn forever in the Lake of Fitbey will burn. If God promises He will
reward faithful people, He will reward them. Go#&rd is God’s truth.

The point is all nations and all peoples will oragy raise God and laud God because His truth is
everlasting. His Word is forever. Itis so int&ireg to see that one day all peoples of the world
will praise God for His eternal Word because rigbiv very few who go to church actually

praise God for this reason. Itis a shame thavéis¢ majority of churches today downplay the
Word of God.

When people gather together to praise God by focusy on the truth of His Word, it is
actually something that has eternal significanceThis is so foreign to the way people think
today. Most believe God is praised by concersyglbands, movies, jamborees and hymn
sings. In the millennium all people will praisenidfor His eternal truth, which is the Word of
God.

God’s grace and mercy are always rooted in trithu will not fully experience God’s grace
and mercy unless you are a person of truth abautsgtf, your sin and about God.

Now one of the key truths about God is that Héés“everlasting” God. God's truth is ever-
lasting. What this reveals is that the written @of God is forever. The truth of God is
unwavering and unchanging.

In the millennium all nations and all peoples Wil praising God and exalting God because His
grace and mercy and His Word and truth are evearttasPRAISE THE LORD!



