
 

 

 

“Let the Word of Christ Dwell in You Richly” 

Colossians 3:16 

 

I. How to Engage the Word 

“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” 

A. The Bible is the Word of Christ 

Christ is the center of the Bible. He is the main person. His work of redemption is the theme. His 

glory is its purpose. 

B. The Word of Christ is the Dwell in us 

ἐνοικέω- means “to inhabit.” The Bible is to inhabit our hearts and our minds. This is a constant 

imperative given to the people of God all throughout redemptive history. 

Joshua 1:8 (ESV) 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 

night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will 

make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.  

Psalm 19:14 (KJV) Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. 

Psalm 119:15 (KJV) I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. 

Deuteronomy 11:18-21 (Read) 

C. The Word of Christ is to Dwell in us Richly 

πλουσίως- abundantly; richly 

1 Timothy 6:17 (KJV) Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor 

trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 

Titus 3:6 (KJV) Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

 

2 Peter 1:11 (KJV) For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the 

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 



Illustration- 

I like a good steak and when it is charbroiled and medium well, I am not afraid to let it dwell in 

me richly (eat as much as I can and chew it as long as I can to get the flavor). So it should be 

with our intake of the Word of God. 

Psalm 119:103 (ESV) 

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  

I. How to Engage the Word 

“Let the Word of Christ Dwell in you richly.” 

II. How to Employ the Word 

“teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom” 

A. We are to employ the Word to teach  

διδάσκω- “to instill doctrine into one; to explain or expound a thing.” 

Expository teaching/preaching. Read and explain text. Instill doctrine from the text. 

Acts 5:42 (RSV) 

And every day in the temple and at home they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as 

the Christ. 

B. We are to employ the Word to admonish 

νουθετέω- translated warn 4 times and admonish 4 times in KJV. 

It means to counsel against wrong practices. To reprove with mildness. 

Colossians 1:28 (KJV) Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all 

wisdom; that we may present every man perfect (mature) in Christ Jesus: 

C. We are to employ the Word in all wisdom 

i.e. “teaching the word and admonishing one another with it in all wisdom…” 

Wisdom is the ability to apply knowledge. Now there are two ways to apply knowledge- God’s 

way and man’s way. Spiritual wisdom is the ability to apply Biblical truth in a way that reflects 

Christ. The danger many Christians face is getting puffed up with Biblical knowledge. Pride is a 

real detriment to the church. Yes, we need to know the truth, but more importantly we need to 

know how to apply the truth. Remember, spiritual wisdom is the ability to apply Biblical truth in 

a way that reflects Christ. 



Example- Woman caught in adultery. Everyone understood the truth. Adultery is sin and the 

woman (and the man for that matter) needed to be addressed. But note the approaches of 

application. The religious zealots were wanting to stone her. Jesus was wanting to restore her. 

The religious zealots were wanting what benefited their ambitions; Jesus wanted what would 

benefit the woman. He looked beyond her fault and saw her greatest need. That’s spiritual 

wisdom. 

I. How to Engage the Word 

“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly,” 

II. How to Employee the Word 

“Teach and admonish one another in all wisdom…” 

III. How to Enjoy the Word 

“Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

A. Sings Psalms 

This was the practice of the Old Testament Church. Jesus and his disciples sang a psalm on the 

way to Garden after being together in the Upper Room. In the reformed tradition many sing 

from the Psalter.  

B. Hymns  

Hymns are doxological (giving praise to God-Vertical) addresses to God the Father, the Son, or 

the Holy Spirit (or all three) directly. Hymns are songs giving glory to God for His attributes, 

character, works etc…. Example- “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” 

 

C. Spiritual Songs 

Spiritual songs are doxological addresses to God, or about God, highlighting the great doctrinal 

truths of Scripture. A spiritual song is a song praise to God, or about God, emphasizing the 

impact and effects of Biblical doctrine on one’s soul and life. Example- “And Can It Be.” 

D. With Thanksgiving in your hearts to God 

This is what makes our singing worshipful. Singing with thanksgiving/gratitude from the heart 

unto the Lord. 

 


