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Bible References on Sexuality and Gender 

From the Beginning, God’s Plan 

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 

created him 

Genesis 2:18-25 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the LORD God 

had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called 

every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all livestock and 
to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was 
not found a helper fit for him. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 

man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And 
the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 

brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 

they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were 
not ashamed.  

Mark 10:6-9 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 
What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

1 Corinthians 6:13 “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—
and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual 

immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 

Root Cause of Our Struggle 

Genesis 4:7  If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, 

sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over 

it.”  

Romans 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

Matthew 15:19-20 (a) For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 

sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person.  

Jude 1:3(b)-4 I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith 
that was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain people have crept in 

unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, 
who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and 
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Lord, Jesus Christ. 

How Can We Persevere During Our Struggles? 

Romans 13:13-14  Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires.  

 

Colossians 1:10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  

 

Ephesians 6:10-18  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take 

up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of 

truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your 
feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances 
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of 

the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. 

To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 
saints,  

 

Commands to Obey 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you 
abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own 
body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not 

know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because 
the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly 
warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 

Matthew 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 

adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

Ephesians 5:3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not 

even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 

Ephesians 4:19-22 They have become callous and have given themselves up to 
sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. But that is not the way you 

learned Christ!—assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, 
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as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which belongs to your former 
manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the 

spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in 
true righteousness and holiness.  

 

1 Peter 1:13-23  Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be 

holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” And if 
you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you 

were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 

that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of 
the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through 
him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that 

your faith and hope are in God. Having purified your souls by your obedience to the 
truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 

heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God;  

Acts 15:19-20 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the 
Gentiles who turn to God, but should write to them to abstain from the things 
polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, 
and from blood. 

Acts 15:29 That you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from 

blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep 
yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.” 

Hebrews 13:4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed 

be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous 

Colossians 3:5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

1 Corinthians 5:9-11 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually 

immoral people— not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the 

world. But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the 
name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, 
reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person 

commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own 
body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
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whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body. 

1 Corinthians 7:1-2 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is 

good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.”But because of the 
temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each 

woman her own husband 

1 Corinthians 7:5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a 

limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together 

again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.  

Exodus 20:14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

Leviticus 18:22-23 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an 

abomination.  And you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean 
with it, neither shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is 

perversion. 

Proverbs 5:18-19 Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your 
youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times with 
delight; be intoxicated always in her love. 

Consequence of Sexual Immorality 

1 Corinthians 10:8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them 
did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 

1 Timothy 1:9-11 Understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but 

for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, the sexually 

immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and 
whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel of the 
glory of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted. 

Revelation 2:20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to 
practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 

2 Corinthians 12:21 I fear that when I come again my God may humble me 

before you, and I may have to mourn over many of those who sinned earlier and 
have not repented of the impurity, sexual immorality, and sensuality that they have 

practiced. 

Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I 
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warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

Revelation 22:15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral 

and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

Proverbs 6:32 He who commits adultery lacks sense; he who does it destroys 
himself. 

Revelation 21:8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for 

murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will 
be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 

1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among 

you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his 
father's wife. 

Exodus 22:19 “Whoever lies with an animal shall be put to death. 

Jude 1:7 Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise 

indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example 
by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. 

Romans 1:14-32 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to 

the wise and to the foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are 
in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it 

the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress 
the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 

nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 

God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile 
in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling 

mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them 
up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 

themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. For 
this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 

exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for 

one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves 
the due penalty for their error. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, 
God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were 

filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full 
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of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters 
of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 

parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they know God's righteous 
decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them 

but give approval to those who practice them.  

 

In Whom is Our Hope? 

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come 

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to 
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but 

with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to 
endure it. 

Romans 15:13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  

 

Colossians 1:15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all 

the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such 

WERE some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

1 John 2:3-4 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 

commandments. Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments 

is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 

Hebrews 2:18  For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to 
help those who are being tempted.  
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Galatians 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 
the flesh. 

Ephesians 2:1-3  And you WERE dead in the trespasses and sins in which you 

once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we 

all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  

Keeping our Focus on Jesus 

Philippians 3:13  Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 

press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  

 

Hebrew 12:1-2  Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.  
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