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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
Sermon Notes

The Feast of Tabernacles, part 8
John 8:12-20

August 28, 2005

Verse 7:53 – 8:11

 Most scholars today [as well as in the past] believe that these Verses [7:53 – 8:11] were not in 
the original manuscript of the Gospel of John.  The reasons for this are numerous; however, 
given the water-pouring and candle-lighting rituals of the Feast of Tabernacles, it would 
make good sense that 8:12 would immediately follow the events of Chapter 7.

CHAPTER 8

Verse 12

 The first word in the Greek in Verse 12 is again

o This would naturally follow from 7:37-39

o It would be as though John is stating, “Again Jesus addressed the crowd in the 
context of the Feast of Tabernacles.”

THE WATER-DRAWING RITUAL

During the time of the morning sacrifices on each of the seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles the 
High Priest took a golden vessel, known as a flagon, and filled it with water from the Pool of Siloam.  
It was then carried in a procession, headed by the High Priest, to the Temple.  As the procession of 
priests approached the Watergate on the south side of the inner court of the Temple, another priest 
sounded the shofar [a trumpet-like instrument associated with joyous occasions] three times.  The 
procession then followed the High Priest, still carrying the flagon of water, around the altar, as the 
Jewish pilgrims looked on.  As the priests marched around the altar, the temple choir sang the Hallel, 
that is Psalm 113 – 118 [also in the Mishnah Sukkah 4:9].  When the temple choir reached Psalm 118 
[“…His love endures forever…”], each Jewish male present [pilgrims included] shook a lulab [a 
bundle consisting of three myrtle branches, two willow branches, and one palm branch] in his right 
hand, as he raised a piece of citrus fruit in his left hand.  The lulab symbolized the multiple stages of 
the wilderness wanderings [marked by the different types of vegetation]; while the piece of fruit 
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symbolized the blessing of the ingathered harvest.  Further, as the Jewish males waved the lulabs and 
raised the fruit, they each shouted “Give thanks to the LORD!” three times.  The priestly procession 
then stopped at the altar and offered the water to God, along with the drink offering of wine.  The 
wine and the water were then poured into silver bowls and finally poured out on the altar before the 
LORD.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

“He who has not seen the joy of the place of water-drawing has never in his life seen joy…”

 This statement is taken from the Mishnah [Sukkah 5:1-4], and immediately precedes the 
description of another sacred ritual that occurred during the Feast of Tabernacles: 
the lamp-lighting rite.

THE LAMP – LIGHTING RITE

The Mishnah states that “men of piety and good works” danced throughout the night, each holding 
burning torches in their hands and singing Psalms and choruses as the Levitical temple orchestra 
played.   The Mishnah continues:

At the close of the first Festival-day of the Feast [of Tabernacles] they went down to the 
Court of the Women where they had made a great amendment.  There were golden 
candlesticks there with the four golden bowls on the top of them and four ladders to each 
candlestick, and four youths of the priestly stock and in their hands jars of oil holding a 
hundred and twenty logs which they poured into all the bowls.  They made wicks from the 
worn out drawers and girdles of the priests and with them they set the candlesticks alight, 
and there was not a courtyard in Jerusalem that did not reflect the light [of the Beth ha-
She’ubah].

Some sources state that the lamp-lighting ritual continued every night during the Feast; however, 
other sources insist that it only occurred on the first night.  Regardless, it is clear that Jesus makes 
His “I AM” statement in 8:12 in the absence of the lamp-lighting ritual.  This, like His previous 
statement in the absence of the water-pouring ritual, would make is pronouncement all the more 
powerful.

 Jesus states, “I AM the Light of the world.”

 This is Jesus’ second I AM statement [out of a total of seven (7)] in the Gospel of John:

o I AM the Bread of Life
o I AM the Light of the World
o I AM the Door [of the Sheep]
o I AM the Resurrection and the Life
o I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life
o I AM the [true] Vine
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 John uses the phrase, ego eimi, ego eimi, I AM, here.  This is most certainly an allusion to 
the very name of God Himself in the Old Testament.  Jesus Christ is the great I AM. 

 As Leon Morris correctly points out, “ ‘I AM’ is emphatic.  It is the very style of deity that 
we have seen employed before in the Gospel (e.g. 6:35).”

 The background and significance of John’s use of the I AM statements will be most clearly 
and powerfully revealed later in this chapter [Verse 28].  

 However, Jesus’ statement, “I AM the Light of the world” alluded to more than simply the 
lamp-lighting ritual of the Feast of Tabernacles

o Once again, the Feast of Tabernacles, primarily, commemorated God’s faithfulness 
to His people Israel during the wilderness wanderings.

o Just as Jesus’ water reference in Chapter 7 alluded to the God’s provision of water in 
the wilderness through the rock [struck by Moses]; so, His reference to light here 
alludes to God’s guidance and protection in the wilderness through the pillar 
of fire.

 Read EXODUS 13:21-22

 Read EXODUS 14:19-25

 Therefore, just like the pillar of fire in the wilderness, Jesus Christ guides us
and protects us!

o NOTE: God’s faithfulness in the wilderness, especially with respect to the provision 
of water, occurred after the sin of the ten spies and the people of Israel [who sided 
with the ten and not Caleb and Joshua], which was the cause of their wanderings in 
the first place [one year for every day the spies were in the land – Numbers 14:34].  
Thus, God is faithful and gracious in spite of our great sins.

o Yahweh is often referred to as light in the Old Testament.  The Hebrews often sang 
the great Psalm, Psalm 27: “YAHWEH is my light and my salvation; / Whom shall I 
fear?”

o Isaiah writes that the Servant of the LORD was appointed to be a light to the 
Gentiles: “I will also make You a light of the nations / So that My salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6).

o Zechariah 14:5b-7, which was part of the formal readings during the Feast of 
Tabernacles, looks forward to the day when “the LORD, my God, will come, and all 
the holy ones with Him!  In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will 
dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the LORD, neither day 
nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.”
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Zechariah continues in the very next Verse, “And in that day living waters will flow 
out of Jerusalem…”

o It is, therefore, quite significant that, in his Prologue, John refers to Jesus Christ as 
the “true Light” (1:9), and “the Light of men” (1:4).

o The Word of God, in the Old Testament, is also referred to as a light (Psalm 
119:105; Proverbs 6:23): “Your word is a lamp to my feet / And a light to my path.”

o Again, this is one of the [many] reasons John refers to Jesus Christ as the Logos, 
logo, the Word, in the beginning of his Gospel (1:1).

 Jesus does not just refer to Himself as “the Light of the world.”  He elaborates, stating, “he 
who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life.”

o This is, again, a rather clear reference to the pillar of fire in the wilderness.

o Furthermore, Jesus associates His light with life.

 He has the authority and ability to make such a claim because He has life in
Himself [John 5:26: “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He 
gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;”].

 NOTE: Jesus does not simply have life, He has life in Himself.  John 1:4 
states, “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.”

 In Psalm 36:9, the Psalmist says of Yahweh [the LORD], “For with You is 
the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light.”

 The Apostle Paul states in Colossians 1:13, “For He rescued us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,”

 Read 1 John 1:5-7

 Again, Jesus is claiming deity!

Verse 13

 Notice, the Pharisees do not address Jesus’ claim as the Light of the world.  Rather, they 
attempt to condemn Him based upon the legality of His claim.  This is again somewhat 
ironic, as the Pharisees do not keep the Law they are attempting to condemn Jesus by [the 
only One who kept the Law perfectly].

 The Pharisees now attempt to trap Jesus in His own words. 
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 They try to use His own words against Him.  They state, “You are testifying about Yourself; 
Your testimony is not true.” [In John 5:31 Jesus said, “If I alone testify about Myself, My 
testimony is not true.”]

 The Old Testament Law required multiple witnesses in capital cases (Numbers 35:30; 
Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15)

 Also, the Mishnah [the body of rabbinical writings and traditions] states, “none may be 
believed when he testifies of himself…None may testify of himself…So, too, if there were 
two men and one said, ‘I am a priest’, and the other said, ‘I am a priest’, they may not be 
believed; but when they testify thus of each other they may be believed” (Ketubot 2:7,9).

Verse 14

 Jesus, then, states, “Even if I testify about Myself, My testimony is true, for I know where I 
came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from or where I am 
going.”

o Unlike the Pharisees [and every other man], Jesus Christ, as the perfect God-man, is 
unique with respect to His testimony.

o The acceptability of Jesus’ testimony is based upon two things: (1) His origin, and (2) 
His destination.

o Jesus was sent by the Father, and would return His right hand.  The legitimacy of His 
testimony, unlike the Pharisees, is based upon the truth that Father, the One who 
sent Jesus, bears witness to Him.

o Of course, the Jews are oblivious to what Jesus has to say because they do not know 
here Jesus came from or where He is going.

 Jesus is now demonstrating one of the characteristics of the true Light: it exposes that which 
remains in the dark.

Verses 15 – 16 

 Jesus, now, “turns the tables” on the Pharisees and takes the role of a Prosecutor.

 He states, “You judge according to the flesh”

o The Pharisees judge in accordance with their own sinfulness and fleshly, selfish 
motives

 Jesus states, “I am not judging anyone.”

o What Jesus is NOT saying here is that He does not ever judge [for this would be a 
direct contradiction of John 5:22].
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o Rather, what Jesus is stating is that Jesus does not judge as the Pharisees do –
according to the flesh

 It becomes clear, in the next Verse, that what Jesus is NOT saying is that He does not ever 
judge anyone; for, in Verse 16, Jesus says, “But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I 
am not alone in it, but I and the father who sent Me.”

o Jesus, unlike the Pharisees, judges perfectly in accordance with the will of the Father.  
In John 5:30, Jesus states, “As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do 
not seek My own will, but he will of Him who sent Me.”

Verses 17 – 18 

 Jesus now sets out to establish His adherence to the Law

 He states, “Even in your law it has been written that the testimony of two men is true.”

o Jesus’ use of the words your law seems to cause confusion in the minds of some 
readers

o However, Jesus is, likely doing two things:

1. Separating Himself from the Pharisees

2. Establishing that your law is NOT the Law

 The Pharisees took the Old Testament Law and added to it and 
reinterpreted many of the Laws out of their true meaning and context.  
Therefore, it was as though the had created a new law that was not the 
true Law.  After all, Jesus Christ was the perfect fulfillment of they Law, 
and they rejected Him

 Jesus, then, points out that, in accordance with the Law (Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15), He had 
two witnesses [and more, Read back to John 5:31-47: John the Baptist, the works Jesus 
performed, the Scriptures, and Moses]: (1) God the Father and (2) Himself, God the Son.

 Technically, Verse 18 constitutes another I AM statement, “I AM He who testifies…”

Verse 19

 The Pharisees, here, powerfully reveal their lost-ness and the fact that they are in darkness.

 The Pharisees believe that Jesus is speaking of a human, earthly father, for they say, “Where 
is Your Father?”

 Jesus, then, answers them, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you 
would know My Father also.”
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o Jesus can say this because “He has explained [exegeted] Him [the Father]” John 1:18.

Verse 20

 John concludes this section by explaining where Jesus was speaking: in the treasury of the 
Temple.

o “The treasury” is probably a reference to the thirteen “shofar-chests,” the trumpet 
[shofar] – shaped boxes where the different offerings were laid [“gold for the mercy 
seat,” “frankincense,” “bird offerings,” “wood,” “freewill offerings,” etc.

o These probably sat in the Court of Women, also the location of the great candelabra 
were lit during the lamp-lighting ritual of the Feast of Tabernacles

 Notice again, “no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come.”

o Hatred against Jesus is building, yet, He will not be arrested until His hour has come

 Read Psalm 27


